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RAPE Draws Suggestions
For Campus Safeguards

By TOM SCHILLING

The RAPE Committee. in
cooperation with the SGA. has
tabulated the results of their re-
cently-distributed  campus-wide
security survey. The results indi-
cate that although most students
felt relatively safe at Davidson,
many want to see some security
tmprovements, particularly in pat-
rolling procedure, outdoor light-
ing and emergency phone avail-
ability.

RAPE Committee Chairper-
son Melissa McLemore, along
with Dean of Students Will Terry
and Chief of Security Jackie
Hughes, met with Facilities Plan-
ning Director Grover Meetze mid-
way through the term 1o discuss
the issue. Their opinions differed
widely, according to McLemore.
so they agreed to a survey. “We
wanted to see what students
wanted,” McLemore said.

SGA Senators distributed the

surveys. Questions included:
“How effective do you feel our
present security 1s? Would you
like to see increased patrolling?
Where? Gauge the effectiveness
of the dorm locking system?" and
several others.

The largest responses came
from freshmen and from women.
Of all responses 67 percent were
female and 87 percent were from
dorm residents.” Although many
students were unsure of their opin-
ions a majority agreed that more
patrolling and lighting was a good
idea. Areas considered particu-
larly unsafe included the new
parking lots, the stadium and
track, the wooded area behind the
Commons and all of Patterson
Court.

McLemore added: “All these
proposals are still Band-Aids in
my opinion. We really need
changes in attitudes.” She felt that
patrolmen needed to get to know
students and to cover more than

just dorm lounges and central
walkways in their rounds. “I want
patrolling in study areas like
DCPC and Phi Hall.” In addition,

she emphasized the need for

police escorts at night.

One suggestion was golf carts
or similar open vehicles to replace
the Cushman carts presently used.
The officer could hear better and
could see more as well. McLe-
more pointed out that “If you were
stealing a bicycle you could hear a
Cushman a mile away.” She
added that perhaps the new open
vehicles could make less noise.

On the whole Davidson’s se-
curity system was judged favor-
ably by the students. Within the
past year, at least, criminal inci-
dents or other events warranting
intervention by security were rare.
However, a few occurred. In the
results of this recent survey many
students, particularly women,
merely requested some small im-
provements.
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story on page 7.

Freshman David Cowie demonstrates his frisbee tech-
nique, as the campus community prepares to face off
in the third annual frisbee golf tournament. See the

N: C. Fellows Program To Undergo Revamping

By DAVID VAN PELT

The Davidson N.C. Fellows
Program needs revamping. That is
the consensus of a group of N.C.
Fellows and program administra-
tors who are currently reexamin-
ing and changing the program.

1 think the feeling among stu-
dents selected to be N.C. Fellows
1s that they didn’t know why they
were there and what their purpose
is,” said Harriet Root, Assistant
Director of the Careers Office and
program director of the N.C. Fel-
low Program. Root said current
N.C. Fellows thought the pro-
gram did not meet their expecta-
tions when they joined the pro-
gram. Each year, the program, es-
tablished in 1967, chooses eight to
ten members of the sophomore
class judged to have leadership
potential and seeks to develop that
potential  through leadership
workshops, seminars with com-
munity leaders, and interaction
with N.C. Fellows on other col-
lege campuses, according to an
N.C. Fellows brochure.

Root said four Davidson Fel-
lows becan:z interested in re-
vamping the Davidson program
after they attended the Center for
Creative Leadership n
Greensboro during Christmas va-
cation, an activity funded by N.C.
Fellows. Juniors Sara Beasley,
Edward Hay, Allen Mast, and
Beadsie Woo attended the Center
this year, according to Root, and

received input on how to add more

direction and activities to the pro-
gram. The four students have
found a Fellows core group com-

posed of about five members
which meets weekly to consider
changes in the program and dis-
cuss issues concerning the group.
According to Woo, the four
students who attended the Center
were able to see the Davidson
N.C. Fellows program in com-
parison to Fellows programs at the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, North Carolina State,
and North Carolina A&T. Woo
said the other North Carolina Fel-
lows programs are generally more
“viable, active groups on their
campuses.” At Davidson, she
said, "no one has ever known
what is expected of them.” Woo
said it is importam to establish
concrete guidelines to inform Fel-
lows of their responsibilities with-
in the group. “We do want people
to take it [the Fellows) seriously.
That has been a problem.™
According to Hay, 1 really
didn't feel like 1 was getting much
of the program. It felt like a re-
sume stuffer.” Hay said the group
has rarely acted upon the optimis-

tic plans outlined by the group
each year during its autumn re-
treat. “But the potential for the
Fellows is tremendous, he said.

Hay said since Christmas the
Fellows have formed six commit-
tees to deal with important con-
cerns within the group. The ac-
countability committee, he said,
addresses “‘the very core of our
problem.” This committee con-
siders the degree to which Fellows
should be responsible for group
activities and community service.
Root said many of the eight Fel-
lows" faculty advisors as well as
Fellows themselves have ex-
pressed concern about whether the
group should be required to “give
something back™ in return for the
benefits Fellows receive. Fellows
can receive aid and financial reim-
bursement for internships. dinners
and luncheons, and meetings with
community business leaders. “We
want members to feel they have a
responsibility to Fellows,” he
said.

Hay said two committees deal

with planning activities for next
fall, winter and spring. The com-
mittees, he said, wish to organize
a concrete list of activities for next
fall and more speculative schedule
for winter and spring.

The Fellows mentor system,
according to Hay “has been some-
thing that hasn't worked very well
in the past.”” Under this aspect of
the Fellows program, eight facul-
ty and administrative officials
form personal relationships with
individual Fellows. A mentors’
committee will consider changes
in this program.

Another committee addresses
the Fellows selection system. The
current selection system is based
upon an application form and
essay which narrows the field to
16 10 20 applicants, and the inter-
view teams consisting of Fellows,
faculty members, and community
leaders which makes the final
selection. The committee 1s exa-
mining the viability of this sys-
tem, Root said, and planning to
alter the Fellows brochure sent to
freshmen the summer before their
sophomore ycar. describing the
program.

By creating a more definite list
of responsibilities tor Fellows in
the brochure. according to Woo,
new Fellows will more aware
about Fellows activities. “If we
can communicate to freshmen.,
this will be more enthusiastic
within the group,” she said.

According to Root, the Fel-
lows have conducted several ac-
tivities  since  Chrnistmas to in-
crease unity in the group. She smd
Fellows have used the Imtiatives

Course behind Erwin Lodge, an
obstacle course requiring group
participation. Fellows have also
made video tapes of hypothetical
problem solving sessions among
groups of Fellows.

Dean of Students Will Terry.
co-chairman of the program direc-
tors, praised the changes being
made in the Fellows program. He
said he hoped they would result in
“more formal, actual training” for
Fellows. “The impetus [for pro-
gram changes) came from the siu-
dents themselves. which 1y
exactly where it should come
from.”

Though Root said most Fel-
lows™ mentors desire at least some
changes in the Fellows program.
there remains a “disparity of opin-
100" about how extensive those
changes should be.

Sophomore  Fellow  Stephen
Harrison disagreed with the no
tion that Fellows should be re-
quired to “put something buck”
into the community as part of the
program. “Presumably . we were
chosen because we 're already put-
tung something in.”" he sid

According to Harmison. the
constratnts cause him to niss kel
low programs rather than lack of
interest.” Certainly the things |
have not gone to have not been be-
cause | didn’t belicve in them,”
but because [ didn’t have the
ume.” He said he thought the pro-
gram changes are “headed in 1he
right direction,” but he thnks the
primary purpose of the Feltows
should be as @ “suppon group™ 1o
stimufate new ideas among mem

bers




“News

Red Cross And ROTC Sponsor Blood Drive

The Red Cross Blood Drive, in conjunction with the ROTC and the Scab-
bard and Blade society will take place Wednesday and Thursday from 10a.m. to
3:30 p.m. in the Union. |

According to ROTC organizer, sophomore Dean Williams, volunteers from
the Red Cross, ROTC department, and Davidson community will aim at a goal
of 300 pints which has eluded them the last several times the biannual drive took
place.

He said a problem of “coordination” has reduced the blood drive total, which
was 206 pints last fall and even lower a year ago. He said many students sell
blood for fratemnity blood drives too close to the Red Cross drive. Fifty-six days
must pass between blood donations, he said.

Williams said in addition to Red Cross and ROTC volunteers, the blood
dirve receives help from campus EMTs and the Davidson Service Club.

P.E. Failures To Appear On Transcripts

The Faculty Executive Committee on Wednesday approved a decision to in-
clude P.E. failures on student transcripts. SGA President Beadsie Woo said the
measure will not be retrodctive, but will take effect in the fall.

To compensate for this change, Woo said that the add/drop procedure for
P.E. classes will be changed. The students will have the opportunity to attend
the P.E. class once with the option to drop it afterwards, Woo said. In this way
“students can see how their lab schedules and other things will fit,” she added.

Although the SGA had sent a resolution protesting the proposed change,
now that it has been approved Woo anticipates no further SGA action on the mat-
ter.

Public College Supports Proposed Aid Cut

(CPS)—Officials at least momentarily have kept one struggling campus open by
convincing state legislators their college will soon be booming if Congress ap-
proves President Reagan’s proposed cuts in federal student aid.

The Conneticut state legislature wanted to close the University of Con-
neticut’s Torrington campus, which this year has an enrollment of fewer than
200 students, because there just aren’t enough students to attend class there.

But Torrington boosters have convinced some state officials the aid cuts will
hurt private college students so much that those students will have to transfer to
cheaper public campuses like Torrington.

“We’re about as cheap a college as you can get," says Torrignton campus di-
rector Robert Glover, who predicts Torrington may get up to 20 percent more
students if the Reagan cuts are adopted.

“We will be among the biggest short-term gainers,” Glover said.

Glover, nevertheless, opposes the proposed federal aid cuts, saying that in
the long run, with fewer students able to afford college, all schools will lose.

But now Torrington's backers have swayed Gov. William O’ Neill, and a
legislative panel has voted to keep all five U Conn campuses open.

The Connecticut lobbying campaign is the first instance of higher education
lobbyists publicly expecting to gain if Congress approves the proposed cuts.

And some Federal lobbyists are unhappy that the issue of student migration
from private to public schools has been raised at all.

“We've been careful not to predict anything specific on that,” says Charles
Saunders of the American Council on Education, which is coordinating opposi-
tion to the proposed financial aid cuts.

summary

Friday, April 19, 1985 THE DAVIDSONIAN

“We can’t come up with any figures on what the enrollment shift would be,
and it doesn’t make any sense to make seat—of—the—pants guesses” he says.

Others acknowledge, however, that the lack of reliable figures is not the only
reason higher education officials wont discuss the shift.

The prospect of private college students transferring to enrollment—starved
public colleges, they point out, could lessen public college opposition to the cuts
and jeopardiize the unity the higher education community has affected in oppos-
ing them.

“People are usually playing several games at once and one of the games is
unity,” says Chester Finn, director of the Center for Education and Human De-
velopment at Vanderbuilt University.

“The higher education constituency groups are working hard to avoid frat-
ricide,” he says. :

PiKA Announces Fifth Annual “Kenya Jam”

Pi Kappa Alpha will be sponsoring a benefit disco on Wednesday, April 24,
to support the Davidson Kenya program. For the past 10 years, Davidson
graduates have been volunteering as primary and secondary school teachers in
Kenya. All funds raised at the disco will be directly forwarded to these alumni to
help meet the cost of education. The party will begin at 9 p.m. featuring Warren
Gould and John Marks in their farewell disco to Davidson. Donations of $2 per
person will be accepted at the door.

CPR Course Offered On Campus

A CPR course is being offered on Friday May 3 from 2 to 6 p.m. and Satur-
day, May 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A}l College personnel (students, faculty and
staff) may register.

Enrollment will be limited to 30 and a slight registration fee will be charged.
P.E. credit will be awarded upon completion of the two-day instruction. For
more information, call Olivier at 892-6052.

Spring Convocation To Be Held Friday, April 26

Spring Awards Convocation will honor outstanding members of the David-
son community in Love Auditorium on Friday, April 26, at 11 a.m.

Following a Coffee and Cokes at 10 a.m. in front of Chambers, Convocation
will begin with musical selections from Francois Joseph Gossec and the David-
son College Wind Ensemble and opening remarks by Y-Student Service Corps
Vice President C. Lynn Michie, SGA President Beadsie Woo and President
Kuykendall.

Poet and professor of English at Washington and Lee University W. Dabney
Stuart will present the R. Windley Hall and the Vereen Bell creative writing
awards. Vice-president for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty T.C.
Price Zimmermann will then present department and special awards and an-
nounce graduate scholarships and fellowship recipients.

Dean of Admissions John V. Griffith will announce newly established
scholarship funds and Davidson faculty and staff members will present general
awards. Convocation will close with remarks by Dean Terry, a benediction by
Chaplain Charles A. Summers, and a processional by Gossec.

Prilday

Outdoor Concert w/

dAwareness

Art Ensemble
Free Beverages 8 Snacks

900 Room Open

All This, and More !

Eanturcny

Frisbee Golf Tournament
10 am- Sign Up at Union Desk

Flight 108
1-3:30 Free Bevs & Pizze

Ice Cream

S ¢  Union Cafe Commons-Patterson Court

Carnival FUN. Games Caricatures
3-5PM

POWER PLAY Dance 9:30-1 am
Vail Commons

Breakfast & Bobby |>. 30 am
900 Room
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Shannon Speaks On Merton In Staley Lecture Program

By LEE WHITE

“The work of Thomas Mer-
ton,”” Father William Shannon
said Monday night, “has helped
me realize God not as someone
out there, but as, in Merton’s
words, ‘the hidden ground of
love."™

Shannon, this year’s lecturer
in the Staley Distinguished Chris-
tian Scholar Lecture Program,
presented a series of lectures and
events this week. The subject of
these events was “Thomas Mer-
ton: A Contemporary Spiritual-
ity.”

Thomas Merton (1915-1968)
was a trappist monk. He became
famous as a wnter with the publi-
cation of a bestselling autobiog-
raphy The Seven Storey Mountain
in 1948. Merton was the author of
. 40 books and 1,000 poems.

Shannon is the author of
Thomas Merton’s Dark Path: The
Inner Experience of a Contempla-
tive (1981). In 1982, he was ap-
pointed general editor of the let-
ters of Thomas Merton. Editing
Merton’s letters was a three-year

task involving tracking down let-
ters written to people living all
over the world. Shannon said the
original manuscript of the letters

had to be edited because it was

“1,276 double-spaced, typed
pages.” The finished volume,
published this year is entitled The
Hidden Ground of Love.

Shannon was a professor at
Nazareth College when his inter-
est in Merton studies was sparked
by two students who urged him to
teach a seminar in Merton. Shan-
non remarked that “the real learn-
ers in the educational process are
teachers.”

In his speech Monday night,
“Prayer and Action in the World,”
Shannon described how as he
taught students about Merton he
came to see how pertinent his
work was.

Shannon said he understood
Merton’s theological approach to
be the methodology of the “‘ques-
tion.” Thomas Merton once
wrote: “l do not have clear an-
swers . . . ['do have questions.”
Shannon said he saw the central

task of theology as wrestling with
difficult questions. In his search
for answers to questions about
God and about life, Merton learn-
ed from the religious experiences
of East and West, he added.

In his speech, Shannon em-
phasized Merton’s concermn with
contemplation. In contemplation
Merton sought union with God. In
this union, he met all men and
women in God as persons. For
Merton, contemplation was the
basts for social concern. Shannon
quoted Merton's words: “I disap-
pear to be everywhere with hid-
denness and compassion.”

Merton believed that through
contemplation one came to aware-
ness. For Merton, the experience
of contemplation was more than a
change in behavior. It was a
change in consciousness.

The awareness gained from
this change in consciousness re-
stored one to a true vision of God.
This true vision, Merton believed,
was lost in the Fall.

Shannon said a contemplative

lifestyle is a difficult thing to
teach. However, he said, an at-
titude for contemplation could be
encouraged. He remarked that to
truly become a contemplative is to

become “‘counter-cultural ™
Shannon spoke Tuesday night
on “Merton and Modern Social Is-
sues.” He also conducted a retreat
at DCPC Wednesday afternoon.

‘Black Concerns * Symposium Reaches Other Institutions

By ANDREA DIEDRICH

Davidson College and NCNB
sponsored ‘‘Black Concerns in
Higher Education” symposium
held last Thursday. The sym-
posium was organized to build the
momentum created by the report
of the Task Force on Racial and
Ethnic Concerns, according to
Assistant Dean of Admissions and
Assistant Dean of Students Paula
Miller. She and economics Pro-

Senior Class

By TED WILSON

Seniors still have time to
pledge money for the class gift.
The original fund drive from
March 22-April 4 has been ex-
tended indefinitely. The senior
class raised between $41,000 and
$42.000 during the first two
weeks of the drive, falling short of
the $65,000 goal, according to
Martha Nelson co-chairperson of
the Executive Class Gift Commit-
tee.

Co-chairperson Shep Robin-
son said the drive was “set for two
weeks with hopes that people
would get [the cards] in” but the
Committee  anticipated  they

fessor Clark Ross were the pri-
mary organizers of the sym-
posium. Four prominant black
educators spoke at the sym-
posium.

Miller said that she was véry‘

pleased with the outcome of the
symposium. The symposium was
intended to reach out to other col-
leges and universities as well as
the Davidson College communi-
ty. According to Miller, approxi-

Gift Winds

would not all be turned in by April
4.

He said eighty senior ‘bro-
kers” are “in charge of contacting
three or four other seniors to get
pledges” for the project. Nelson
said about 100 seniors have not
been contacted. While the com-
mittee urges seniors to return the
cards as soon as possible, there is
no absolute deadline.

Robin said Mike Wilkinson
and Tony Holt plan to check the
computer list for the brokers who
have not turned in the cards and
will put pressure on them to do so.
The brokers were chosen from a
variety of sources, including a
printout of all seniors categorized

mately 40 administrators attended
the symposium from other institu-
tions, including The Citadel, The
College of Charleston, and the

“University of North Carol.ina at

Charlotte.

Miller feels that one of the fac-
tors that made the symposium
such a success was the support and
commitment College President
John Kuykendall has given to sol-
ving the problem of race relations

Up

according to their eating facilities.
He said there was ‘‘good represen-
tation from fraternities, eating
houses and those eating indepen-
dent.”

Robinson said the fund drive:
“has been running real well.
We've had a training session and a
banquet for the brokers™ and have
met with President John Kuyken-
dall. He attributes the delay in the
project’'s completion to seniors
being hard to reach.

This year's class gift is to pro-
vide $65,000 over a period of five
years to finance a minority schol-
arship each year worth approxi-
mately $3,700.

at Davidson.

Johnson C. Smith University
President Dr. Robert Albright
spoke on the future of historically
black colleges over the next 25
years. ’ :

Alb}ight believes that several
problems are hurting the current
status of historically black col-
leges. One problem is that of re-
ceiving re-accredidation. Another
problem Albright has termed the
“brain drain phenomena.” This
term describes the difficulty the
historically black colleges are
having in competing for the most
intelligent black students and fac-
ulty members with about 3,000
other institutions. The historically
black colleges are also having dif-
ficulty battling for support and re-
sources. Albright also feels all in-
stitutions will suffer from a de-
clining federal commitment to
higher education.

Referring to the future Al-
bright said. "I think black colleges
over the next 25 years will perhaps
be more critical in terms of the
role they will play to this nation
than they have been in the last 25
or 50 years.” He attributes this
projection to two factors. First,
because public schools plan to
raise their academic standards,
many black students will only be
given an opportunity to gain a

higher education through the his-
torically black colleges which are
more willing to take a chance on
students according to Albright.
Second, many black students
come from suspect educational
environments and need special
programs when they get to college
which most colleges and univer-
sities do not provide. -

Albright believes some histor-
ically black colleges will merge
with institutions close to them and
others will become two-year tn-
stitutions. He believes some will
go out of business while others
will be strengthened as  states
grow and maintain a commitment
to integration.

Dr. Muarcus Alexis. professor
and chairman of the Economics
Department at Northwestern Uni-
versity, addressed the issue of re-
cruitment and retention ol black
students on predominantly white
campuses. Dr. C. Eric Lincoln,
professor of religion and culture at
Duke University, spoke on the af-
tirmative action issuc. Dr. Bertha
Maxwell, Frank Porter Graham
Professor and chairman ot Afro
American and African studies at
the University of North Carolinu
at Charlotte, spoke about the sig
nificance  of  Afro-Amenican
studies as a viable academic dis-
cipline.

and

Gogg
Come to the

900 Room

FRIDAY. April 26th. ..

in

Speidel, Goodrich,

Well

r'Well, I don't know . |
but I think we need
SGG almost as much as
the MX Peacekeeper!
Nancy likes ‘'em
La lot tooll®
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SPRING AWARDS
CONVOCATION

Friday, April 26, 1985

10 a.m.
in front of Chambers

Coftee & Cokes

11 a.m.
J. Spencer Love Auditorium

Convocation
Ceremony

Presentation of Faculty
Teaching Awards, Student
Academic, Athletic

and Service Awards.
Announcement of the
Vereen Bell Creative

f : Writing Award and
Yellow Meadow Lily. Lilium Canadense. ODK Selection.




Arts & Entertainment

Night MotherExplores Mother/Daughter Relations

By LIZ RELYEA

Night Mother, by Marsha
Norman, is a fascinating character
study of two women. Thelma
Cates, played by senior Alva
Moore, is in her late fifties. She is
a strong character who holds that
things are what she says they are.
Her daughter Jessie is played by
sophomore Meitra Khazaeli. Jes-
sie is in her late thirties. She suf-
fers from epilepsy but, in the past
year, with the aid of phenobar-
bitol, she has been free from sei-
zures. She has gained control of
her mind and body, and she is de-
termined to hold on to that con-
trol. To maintain this control, Jes-
sie has decided to commit suicide.
This act will be the one thing she
has done for herself independent
of all others.

The action of the play centers
around  Jessie’s  suicide  wish.
Mother and daughter discuss Jes-
sie’s impending suicide as if Jes-
sic were going on a trip. Jessie has
provided for her mother. She has
ordered groceries and made prep-
arations so that Thelma will be
able 1o care for herself. During
periods of more frequent seizures,
Jessie was forced to make lists so
that she could remember what she
needed to do and where things
dround the house were kept. She
has made these same lists for her
mother.

Jessie’s  desperation  stems
from the inability she has to con-

trol her own life. Thelma's an-
guish is centered around Jessie's
epilepsy. Thelma denies all re-
sponsiblity for her daughter’s con-
dition, blaming it on Jessie's
father. Thelma feels guilty about
her daughter’s epilepsy, so she
overprotects Jessie. Everything
has always been provided for Jes-
sie. Thelma even introduced Jes-
sie to her ex-husband. During her
final moments with her mother,
Jessie discovers that her life has
been much more controlled than
she realized. Thelma had masked
Jessie's childhood seizures under
the guise of clumsiness. Jessie’s
husband Cecil was the first to get
Jessie’s seizures diagnosed by a

doctor. After a horseback-riding
accident, Jessie's seizures became
more severe. Thelma blames
Cecil for this accident as well as
the dissolution of her daughter’'s
marriage, but Jessie sees it as
another example of her inability to
control her life. “It was his
[Cecil’s] idea that I could do any-
thing if I just made up my mind to.
I fell off the horse because I didn't
know how to hold on. Cecil left
for pretty much the same reason.”

Night Mother is being directed
by senior English major Jenny
Cooper. Cooper has directed two
other plays at Davidson. The first
was the workshop one-act,
Thymus Vulgaris. The second was

this year’s children's play, Henry
Mouse. Cooper says she chose to
do Night, Mother because, “I'm,
for obvious reasons, interested in
plays centered around women.”
Cooper hopes to go into directing
professionally.

The play is currently in the
process of being blocked. Block-
ing is generally a slow and painful
process for both actors and direc-
tor. The stage has yet to be built,
and there are no props to work
with. The director must be able to
conceptualize the finished prod-
uct. Cooper encourages input
from her two actors. When al-
lowed to move in accordance to
their |ines.1aclors are much more

Sophomore Steve Baskin and prospective take to the lawn in the pursuit of a tan. Recent warm weather has brought out
semi-clad sun- worshippers all over campus.

natural in their performance.

More and Khazaeli have
worked together previously in this
year's one-act play Tell Me
Another Story, Sing Me Another
Song. In Night Mother, their
mother-daughter roles are re-
versed. The three women work to-
gether exceptionally well. Moore
and Khazaeli reveal the frustration
and anguish of their characters, as
well as the love they share foreach
other.

Night Mother is a very intense
play. The emotional level is quite
strong. but the actors carry it off
successtully. It will be presented
in the 900 Room on Wednesday,
May 8. and Thursday, May 9.

Pmy Pief Otﬁ

Existential Pathos In The Punch-Drunk Clerisy

Introducing . . .

Few encounters raise one’s
complexion to full blush as intro-
ductions do. Perhaps that's why |
Sforgot last week to introduce my-
self and “Punch-Drunk.” While
one-time, mild-mannered More
or Less columnist Ann Meador is
in France visiting art shrines and
otherwise having a “*great spring
term,” I am The Davidsonian’s
new weekly. if that often, colum-
nist.

PUNCH
pRU NK

By DAVID McGEE

Being the co-editor emeritus
of The Davidsonian that 1 am, |
want so much, for a change. to
write about those things 1 care
deeply about. You probably —
no, make that might — recognize
my name from the by-lines on all
those front-page stories whose
relevance somehow didn’t quite
take your eyes beyond the first
two paragraphs.

as the column incheson R.A .C E.
meetings and reports, editorials.
news analyses, the new and im-
proved president, athletics. Stgma
Phi Epsilon’s return to Patterson
Court, and substance abuse on
campus did for a year and a half
from my pen. So let’s get to the
important stuff!

But why “Punch-Drunk?””
One need go no further than A
Browser's Dictionary. by John
Ciardi, (New York: Harper &
Row, Publishers, 1980, p. 318).
Ciardi’s definition of punch-
drunk reads: “Dazed. incoherent,
clumsy. [Commonly said of prize
fighters who have lost too many
fights, the condition being usually
attributed to repeated heavy blows
to the head with resultant damage
to small blood vessels and causing
small cerebral clots and impaired
flow of oxygen to the brain.

“Hemingway, however, in
Death in the Afternoon, insists
that the condition is due to
syphilis: ‘Boxers, bull fighters.
and soldiers contract syphilis for
the reasons that make them choose
their professions.

‘In boxing most sudden re-
versals of form, the majority of
cases of “walking heels.” are
products of syphilis. You cannot
name the individuals in a book be-
cause it is libelous, but anyone of
the profession will tell you of a
dozen recent cases.’]”

As you can see, ‘‘Punch-

Drunk™ can mean many things.
Sadly, however, not among any
construed definitions of “Punch-
Drunk™ should fall my sex hife.
All credit, though, is duc to Ross
Holt, another co-editor emeritus,
who found “Punch-Drunk™ in A
Browser's Dictionary just before
deadline last week.

As for myself, the name calls
up visions of a typical Patterson
Court party where a luscious drink
known as “grain punch™ is
served.

Down a couple of glasses of
that stuff, and you won’t need
matches to light your cigarettes.
Usually some innocent soul
empties another pint of Everclear
in the vat every half hour or so —
without compensating the brew
with an equal amount of Kool
Aid. The result, depending on
what you had for dinner. is, that’s
right, “"Punch-Drunk.” Well,
that’s the introduction (Wheww!)
-— nice meeting you.

Carpe Lupam

For several minutes at Tom
Wolfe's lecture a week ago Tues-
day. all of Davidson tacitly as-
sumed everyone in the room un-
questionably belonged to what
Wolfe called the “‘clerisy.” soci-
ety’s well-educated, intelhigent
elite. He told us what the clensy
was —— and that he did well! But
he didn"t bother mentioning who,
specifically those here at David-
son. can rightly claim that they

stand in the same station with this
country’s clerisy.

Tom, Tom. Tom! You let us
down! We wanted names!

Now Wolfe couldn’t very well
have started pointing out who s,
and more importantly who isn’r.
a card-carrying member of the
clerisy. could he? But that's the
beauty of it! How baftling! Ev-
eryone at the speech had his or her
academic back against the wall.

If you concluded, “Of course
I'm in the clerisy, 1 have a Ph.D.
(don’t bother asking in WHAT?")
—- that still counts for something
these days. "ya know.” then
Wolfe's speech was “one of the
most profound lectures ['ve ever
heard at Davidson.™

Orinstead. if you fessed up
and admitted that the clerisy,
when you applied, just laughed
and sent back your resumé, well,
Wolfe's talk was “*a bad
humanities lecture.” Once every-
one had things straight with them-
selves, they began looking around
love Auditorium.

“Oh, the antsy-fartsy crowd
from Charlotte, who are they kid-
ding, anyway?” And what of that
non-tenure track professor who
rarely appears in anything but ten-
nis shoes and ten-year-old frater-
nity sports wear? Who had the gall
to trash Vice-president for
Academic Affairs and Dean ol the
Faculty T.C. Price Zimmer-
mann’s yard with toet paper and

shaving cream and who thinks
Chamber's Tawn s just another
classroom”

Is he tor she clenisy ” Ot
course not’

Others were more desperate
to prove that they belong. When
Waolfe met with about 20 of
Davidson’s bestand brightest at
the Center Wednesday . there were
so many names dropped that 1'm
surprised no one stepped on any
on their way out the door.

A typical question asked ol
Wolfe went as follows: Do you
think the existential pathos you
touched on in The Painted Word
(nght around p. 6.3 paragraph
three) compares to, say. an carly
John Irving., or an aged and empty
Wilham Faulkner?”

Well, what was really being
asked was: “I'min the cleris
aren't1””

Yet. there are some here
Davidson who just got their ticket
into the clenisy . but they had to
pay $58 to do it tand keepa 3.6
or better G.P.A . while in school
here). The 43 brand new Phi Beta
Kappa members certainty can
rightly stand in the winners” cirele
of that dlustrious clensy. can’t
they”

Well, canthey? “min the
cleriss, aren’ 1177 And how abowt
all those economies nmajors who
read ravhe one good novel @
year!? Are they clensy ” Whan
knows it anybody !
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EIV1s’ Re-releases Go Back To True Rock And Roll

By MATT MORRIS

-Musically speaking, 1985 will
be remembered as the year of the
reissue. So far we've had 12 in-
credible tracks of North Carolina
rock on Steve Berger's compila-
tion album Tobacco-A-Go-Go,
four Velvet Underground records
including the great Lost Velvet's
LP, VV, and now RCA has kindly
brought three of Elvis’ early LPs
back into existence to celebrate
the “King's" 50th birthday. And
what an event it is ... Each
album captured the “true” Elvis
sound, pre-1960, pre-army, pre-
Hollywood, pre-Christian;, in
other words pure rock 'n’ roll,
done the way only a true “king”
could.

The earliest reissue, Elvis Pre-
sley, dating from '956 contains
simply some of the best Western
music there is. “Money Honey”
jams with Elvis pushing his vocal
cords (and we can imagine, his
thighs) to an animalistic limit. No
one can slink through Blue Suede
Shoes better than Elvis—not even
Carl Perkins version can capture
Elvis’ effortless, utterly simple,
powerfully honest approach. With

way. Elvis probably didn’t even
know what he was doing himself,
but non-self-consciousness makes
for great art and that’s what Elvis’
music (from this period anyway)
is.

Of course there's an occa-
sional bug in every stew and Elvis
1958 is no exception/“When My
Blue Moon Turns to Gold Again”
wallows in Elvis’ bellowing and
hints at his later blunted sound.
But hey, Elvis 1958 gives you a
real goody worth the price of ad-
mission. The king’s first record-
ing ever, “Old Shep,” is a funny,
touchng tale in the “Old Yeller”
tradition where, in first person
Elvis relates to us the tragic tale of
the death of his true friend, his dog
Old Shep. On some strange level
(don’t ask me how) Elvis makes
me get a little teary-eyed when he
sings “If dogs have a heaven/Then
I know/Old Shep has a wonderful
home.”

Golden Hits, a great greatest
collection contains all the golden
oldies like “Hound Dog.” “All
Shook Up” “Heartbreak Hotel,”
“Jaithouse Rock™ and the haunt-
ing “Love Me Tender” that really
raked in the bucks, and the truly

memorable tunes. deserved all their rich rewards. If

a basic backing of bass, guitar,
drums and of course Elvis, great
music erupts from this LP. No
matter what mood you're in Elvis
Presley will seize your emotions.
With the sexually potent, hypno-
tic sound of Elvis bellowing

through the speakers as if from
some deep dark 1956 well, “I'll
Never Let You Go™ another out-
standing cut on this masterly LP,
seems almost psychedelic; dream-
like rock that makes you sway in
your shoes and in your head.

This first LP would be tough eral

for anyone to beat (the Clash tried
to mimic its power if only through
a cover imitation) but Elvis’ sec-
ond LP Elvis 1958, while not the
completely flawless experience
that Elvis Presley is, contains sev-

“Paralyzed,” a rocker of the first
degree, will leave you gasping.
With the simple “boy/girl oh, why
don’t you like me.,” etc. glide,
Elvis creates a sound that rocks
and rolls, all in an unpretentious

you've every been a skeptic to-
wards Elvis and his explosive tal-
ent check out these LPs—blast
from the 50s—and see what you
think. Oh, and be sure to thank the
guys at RCA as you leave.’ A

NOW!

Earn money and work on Fortune
900 Companies’ marketing programs
on campus. Part-time (flexible) hours

each week. We give references. Call 1-
800-243-6679.

START YOUR CAREER|

Trissy Lomax, owner
128 S. Main St. Davidson, N.C.
28036
892-7521

Welcome fo Spring Wine Special—
360  750ml
§5.00 151 Magnum
Imported From France '

UNITED
CAROLINA
BANK

I-77 at Hwy 73
| Cornelius/Lake
v Norman

137 N. Main St. 892-7805
Davidson
892-7815

L\ ”
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BUFFET
—ALL YOU CAN EAT—
Mooresville’s First And Finest Italian Restaurant

KING Of PIZZA

Sunday Tues., Wed.
12 Noon & Thurs.
tit 5P.M.
9:00 P.M. 'til 9 P.M.

241 SOUTH BROD STREET—MOORESVILLE - 663-3030
Meal Includes:

PlZZA Stll Mooresville's Finest |
SPICY PEPPERONI

SPAGHETTI 100% purham wheat
OUR FAMOUS MEAT SAUCE
FRESH BAKED GARLIC BREAD CANAT *N BACON
PARMESON—ROMANO CHEESE 1Tal A SAUSAGE

CHCi™y BEEF

FREStL v DICED GREEN PEPPERS

SWEEL T ONIONS

SOUP OF THE DAY
CREAM OF POTATO
VEGETABLE BEEF STOCK
CHICKEN NOODLE

SALAD BAR 45 Items
FRESH GREEN VEGETABLES
DELICIOUS FRUITS
FLAVORFUL MEATS
RICH DRESSINGS
TASTY CHEESES
WINE CHEDDAR CHEESE SAUCE
DESSERT-TEMPTING HAWAIIAN SALAD

CHILI CON CARNE

$MN89

ALL FOR :::sq‘u

SPEC/IAL RATES
FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12—25¢ PER YEAR

Lunch Buffet—Mon.-Sat.. 11 AM-2:30 PM $2.99







