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Deep South Tournament Champions
The Women's Field Hockey team soundly defeated Wake Forest 5-1 to capture the Deep
South Tournament Championship for the first team in Davidson history. Deep South
Tournament selected 11 Davidson women tothe all-tournament team which will compete
this weekend at the Southeast Regional. See Sports on page 14.

Davidson Selects Three Faculty
Members For Professorships

Courtesy of
COLLEGERELATIONS

Anthony S. Abbott, Benjamin
G. Klein and Alexander J. McKel-
way, three long-time faculty
members, have been appointed to
named professorships in their
departments. The announcement
was made on October 27 at
Davidson’s Fall Convocation.

Abbott and Klein, members of

the English and mathematics de-
partments respectively, were
named Charles A. Dana Profes-
sors. McKelway, a member of the
religion department since 1968,
was appointed the Paul B. Freeland
Professor.

Designation of a college pro-
fessor to a named chair is an ac-
knowledgementofhighesteem and
is done in appreciation for contri-
butions to the academic mission of

the college.

Abbott is a poet and highly
popular professor of literature and
creative writing, He graduated from
Princeton University Phi Beta
Kappa with high honors in Eng-
lish, and received his Ph.D. in the
field from Harvard University in
1962.

Before coming to Davidson in

Continued on Page 4

Students React To Helms' Win

By TOM KOONCE

“Let’s hold out hope there is
going to be a better day in North
Carolina,” were the words of de-

' feated Senatorial candidate Har-
vey Gantt as the 1990 election
ended withthe voter’s of this state
sending Jesse Helms back to the
United States Senate for his fourth
consecutive term,

This year’s campaign was in-
tense and ugly at times as Helms

fought the battle of his life against -

Gantt, the liberal former mayor of
Charlotte.

Gantt was not a well-known
player on the state political level at
the beginning of his bid for the
U.S. Senate, but he campaigned

across the state for several months

andmade his name knownto most
North Carolinians.

Gantt talked mainly about
improving education, health care
and the environment while cutting
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Senatorial candidate Harvey Gantt was defeated by Senator]Jesse

Helms this Tuesday.

back on defense spending. He
attacked Helms’ Senate votes
against bills in these areas.
Senator Helms was unable to
campaign as much as Gantt be-
cause he was trapped in Washing-
ton for the debate over the budget.

Helms was able to make up for
much of this by campaigning hard
the lastten days ang running ablitz

‘of TV advertisements. During these

last campaign daysA Helms was

Continued on Page 4
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Davidson Divests
From Category 11
Firms in South Africa

By LIZ YAREMA

Davidson’s policy of partial
divestment in South Africa has
entered a new phase in college
investment history. Davidson no
longer has any money invested in
what are known as “Category II”
companies.

The college assesses South
African companies based on the
evaluation system known as “State-
ment of Principles.” Designed by
the Reverend Leon Sullivan in
1977, the statement lists seven
principlesto whichacompany must
subscribe if it wishes to be consid-

-ered as actively and aggressively

fighting apartheid.

The first three principles are
concerned with desegregating the
work place, paying 30% above the
Minimum Living Level (MLL) for
a family of five as determined by
the University of South Africa,
récognizing employees’ rights to
join unions, giving equal pay for
equal work and eliminating racial

discrimination in benefits as well .

as pay. Companies which are

judged to meet these basic criteria
are considered “Category 1117 - the
lowest of the signatory ratings.

Companies which make efforts
on behalf of black and non-white
education and strive to end apart-
heid are classified as“Category I1”
or “Category I” depending on the

iextent of their efforts.

In the mid-eighties the
Davidson Board of Trusices
adopted a policy of partial divest-
ment in South African business.
Deciding to invest only in cate-
gory one and two companics, the
board set up a committee to moni-
tor the progress which the compa-
nies were making toward fulfilling
the principles of Sullivan’s state-
ment.

Rabert Sutton, Vice-President
for business and finance and chair
of the monitoring committee, ex-
plains that Davidson has invest-
ments only in companies which
are seentobe doinga“good jobag-
gressively fighting apartheid.” He
goes on (o point out that the issue

Continued on Page 4

Students Rally To
Save Quips & Cranks

By KATIE REYNOLDS

- The future looks brighter for
the 75-year-old publication, Quips
and Cranks. Aftera week of urgent
notices, some 50 to 60 volunteers.
came (o an emergency meeting on
November 5 hoping to save their
yearbook.

Two seniors have signed up
for the position of editor. The media
board will meet this week to choose
an editor and to call the staff
together. Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents Leslie Marsicano says, “we
have enough people who have
made strong commitments that it
will be fun this year.”

Ideally, the task of assembling
a yearbook demands at least 20

people, but there has only been a
group of about 12 for the past few
years. Last year’s small and over-
worked staff chose not to continue
full-time with the yearbook this
year.

Trouble for the yearbook be-
gan last spring when no applicants
came forward for the position of
editor. “We went ahead and got a
contract with Olan Mills for the
school pictures,” Marsicano says,
“in hopes that we would get an
editor.” As the situation became
desperate, signs appcared across
campus stating “News Flash: No
Yearbook for ‘90-°91" which gal-
vanized student concern to pre-
serve this Davidson tradition, at
least for the present. ‘

INSIDE

News

Nicaragaun expert
discusses U.S. policy with
The Davidsonian. Page 2

Professor Marcon pro-
poses changes in early
learning. Page3

Opinions 6
D.A. Thompson writes
about Davidson "Love".

Faculty profile:

Sports 7
Special 4 page pull-out
basketball previewissue.

Campus Living 11
Dr.

Kuzmanovich.

First Class Mail
US. Postage Paid
Permit #1
‘Davidson, North Carolina 28036




THE DAVIDSONIAN

NEWS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1990

Photo by Chris Lee

Don Reasoner spent the last seven years in Nicaragua. Recently

he spoke at Davidson.

Reasoner Reflects On
"Tragic" U.S. Policy

By JAY CHAUDHURI

In his short-sleeved ‘cotton
stripped shirt and blue pants, Don
Reasoner sits comfortably in his
chair. The air-conditioning hums
and the weather is pleasant out-
side. Reasoner is no longer in
Nicaragua.

After spending seven years in
the humid country of Nicaragua,
Reasoner is currently training in
Atlania 1o become a Methodist
missionary there. Recently, he
visited Davidson to discuss the
“The Sandinista Revolution in
Nicaragua.” The lecture was spon-
sored by the Dean Rusk program,
the Committee on Public Lectures
and the History department.

“In Nicaragua there was a
shortage of food,” commented
Reasoner, who experienced a pe-
riod of culture shock after return-
ing 1o the U.S. “Going into the
grocery store here I see everything
in overabundance. I am depressed
at the level of materialism.”

Reasoner’s visit to Davidson
stemmed from the contact made
by professors David Kaylor and
Brian Shaw, who organized the
trip 10 Guatemala and Nicaragua
last May thatincluded 15 Davidson
students and faculty members.
Reasoner was one of the several
lecturers who spoke to the group.
He has established the Center for
International Dialogue in Nicara-
gua and briefed scores of groups
coming to the country. Reasoner
also has numerous personal con-
tacts with Nicaraguans of all po-
litical persuasions and walks of
life.

Reasoner sees the current po-
litical situation in Nicaragua as
being “very explosive” as a result
of failed government promisesand

the contras, who still have arms.
“If the situation explodes,” said

~Reasoner, *itnot be the same war.

There will be a reshifting of alli-
ances.” Many contras, forexample,
feel more disillusioned with UNO
(the coalition Nicaraguan govern-
ment) than the Sandinistas.

The principle conflict in the
scenario is the demand for land
reform. “You have 50,000-60,000
peasants who are hungry and have
no iand. With the government
taking land from the peasants and
giving them to land owners, the
explosive situation is worst,” said
Reasoner.

The U.S, according to Rea-
soner, “has been committing a
historic and tragic mistake.” With
the election of the Reagan admini-
stration, the government reasserted
U.S. domination of the world as its
policy rather than observing what
the Sandinistas were doing. “A lot
of the U.S. policy was based on
geopolitical symbolism,” said
Reasoner. “I feel Reagan and oth-
ers saw it is a zero-sum equation;
our loss, the Soviet’s gain. If the
contras would have won the war,
we would have had a bloodbath
that would have made Chile look
small. The Sandinistas were not
anti-American, but anti-imperial-
ists, The U.S. policy promotes more
instability. U.S. interests looses
out in the long and short term.”

Reasoner’s perspective to the
Nicaragua’s problem developed
from the international atmosphere
in which he was raised. As Profes-
sor Ralph Levering of history notes,
“Don was bom international.”
Reasoner grew up in Brazil where
his parents were Presbyterian mis-
sionaries. After graduating with a

Continued on Page 4

Panel Holds Discussion

On Women's Issues 1n Politics

By SANDRA SMITH

The sobering truth about
women’s issues in politics is re-
ported by the Women’s Agenda
Project of N.C. Equity, acenter for
public policy research and advo-
cacy for women.

The Project says that in the
United States the greatest cause of
injury to womenis domestic abuse,
inadequate public health leaves
four million women without con-
tact with family planners and
womenand children are the fastest
growing segment of thc homeless
population.

According to the Project, the
United Statesis one of only twoin-
dustrialized nations not having
partially paid maternally-related
benefits. South Africais the other.

The women and men who at-
tended last Thursday night’s panel
discussion on women’s issucs in
politics were urged to understand

the importance of how these and
other concerns facing women arc
political issues.

The focus of the discussion,
sponsored by the Women'’s Con-
cerns Commiltec, was on how
local, state and federal govemn-
ments are addressing women'’s
issues such as medical care, child
care, abortion and equality in the
work place,and how intcrest groups
such as the Women’s Political
Caucus and the N.C. Women’s
Legislative Agenda arc working
for appropriate legislation and
funding. .

Membersof the panel included
June Kimmel, regional director of
the N.C. Council on the Status of
Women, professor Tom Kazee of
the Political Scicnce department at
Davidson, and Rollin Shaw, county
commissioner of Cumberland
County.

According tothe panel, budget
restraints are the primary block

towards funding most programs,
but monetary resources are not the
only deterrent to mandating legis-
lation on women’s issues. Bills
such as the recently vetoed Civil
Rights Bill and the Family and
Medical Leave Act required no
increase in budget expenditures if
passed. Shaw stated that there is a
lack of a sense of urgency among
lawmakers concerning women’s
issues. All three panelists agrecd
on the necessity for organized ef-
forts such as the Women’s Agenda
Project to work for support on
women'’s concerns, particularly at
the state level where most women's
issues arc legislated.

Kazee stressed the power of
the voter on election day, and stated
most confidently that if advocates
want results they should vote for
the Democratic Party, which has
traditionally responded more sym-
pathetically towards women’s is-
sues.

Local Ministries Review Survey of
Poverty In "The Other Charlotte”

By LISA GERRARD

It was a difficult decision, but
it opened his eyes to another side
of town.

Last winter aCharlotte lawyer
agreed to- help with a survey in
three low-income neighborhoods
in Charlotte. In the first home he
visited, a two-room duplex, he say

fivechildren, aged seven orunder,

huddled around a kerosene heater
with their 22-year old mother and
her boyfriend, who were both out
of work. :

“It was a real eye-opener,” he
said, “one that I think will help me
in our church’shousing commitiee
in trying to tackle some of the
problems that these communities
face.”

The lawyer was one of several
volunteers who helped the recently
Davidson graduate Douglas Hicks
and Economics professor Charles
Radiff with their study on poverty
in the Queen City early this year.

Radiff used the results to write
“Poverty in the Midst of Plenty,” a

poignant profile of Charlotte’s
poor. His report was recently dis-
tributed to 105 churches ata meet-
ing of the inlerdenominational
organization Mecklenburg Minis-
tries. A spokesperson for Meck-

lenburg Ministries said, “We hope

that congregations, in reading the
report, will see the real human
needs in Charlotte.”

Ratliff’s report delves into
statistics of the “6ther Charlotte,”
compiling data from 63 randomly
chosen householders in Belmont,
Sieversville and Wilmore, three
low-income neighborhoods in
downtown Charlotte. “Respon-
dents realize that they live in the
‘other Charlotte’ and are fully
aware that conditions in other ar-
eas of the ‘royal’ city are much
better,” said Ratliff.

A firm believerin the power of
religious groups to combat pov-
erty, Ratiff wrote that “Judeo-
Christian institutions can make a
tremendous contribution by mak-
ing members aware of the prob-
lems of poverty...proposing

solutions...and facilitating a grass-
roots, groundswell movement to
direct social change.”

Nearly atenth of the citizensin
the county are estimated to live on
incomes below the official poverty
threshold, said Ratliff, but Meck-
lenburg boasts the highest per
capitaincome of any county in the
state,at$18,900in 1988, and ithas
one of the nation’s lowest unem-
ployment rates, at 2.8 percent in
August 1990.

The gap between Charlotte’s
rich and poor has long concerned
this “country-boy” professor from
Anson County. Ratliff’s work with
Mecklenburg Ministries and other
community action groups hastaken
himintoneighborhoods that startle
and depress him.

“Ittakes me a while to getover
what I ve seen each time I go into
one of these homes,” he said,

. Almosthalf of the households
involved in the study fell below the
poverty line. A third of the group

Continued on Page 4

Noted Hispanic-American

Poet Mora To Read Her Work

By JIMMY JACKSON

" Pat Mora, an acclaimed his-
panic-American poet, lecturer,
teacher and consultant will be vis-
iting the Davidson College cam-
pus on Thursday, Nov. 8. The
public is invited to hear her read
from her work at 7:30 p.m. in the
900 room of the College Union.

Mora, who lives in Cincinnati,
is one of the foremost Hispanic-
American writers of her time. The.
has published two award-winning
books of poems, Chants (1983)
and Borders (1987). She has also
authored three childrens’ books,

the latest of which will be pub-
lished within the next year. Her
work is widely represented in col-
lections of Hispanic-Americanlit-
erature. - .

Mora’s workreflects the tradi-
tional flair of her Hispanic ances-
tors. She uses easy-to-understand
phrases along with colloquial lan-
guage in her work. Elizabeth
Mills,a Davidson English profes-
sor, knows Morawell and says that
the poet “is an outgoing woman
with a great sense of humor.”

Milis said,” Mora takes simple
experiences and makes them mean
something toeveryont in the audi-

ence. She writes about the things
that truly matter butare sometimes
overlooked. Hercultural diversity
brings a different perspective to

- her work.” Mills calls her “an en-

tertaining and surprising oratoer and
an excellent storyteller.” -

Among otherawards, Morahas
received the Leader in Education
Award from El Paso Women’s
Employment and Education Inc.,
and the Chicano/Hispano Faculty
and Professional Staff Association
Award for outstanding contribu-

Continued on Page 4






