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Students Abroad
Could Become
Terrorist Targets

College Press Service

The biggest success in higher
education this year - the boom in
foreign study programs - may
become its biggest nightmare.

Some of the 60,000 - 70, 000
Americans studying abroad this
year could become targets of ter-

rorists in a Persian Gulf war, or at

least find it hard to get home be-
cause of the war. ‘

With the onset of war, students
and parents flooded campus study
abroad offices withquestionsabout
their safety.

The concemns, however, have
not translated into trip cancella-
tions, foreign study directors main-
tain. :
“Obviously, we have had ques-
tions from parents and students,
said Gary Johnston, head of the
study abroad program at the Uni-
versity of Arizona. “Butas farasl
know it hasn't affected enroll-
ment.”

“We are seeing a lot of concem
on the part of students and par-
ents,” admitted Jeff Bliss, spokes-
man for Pepperdine University in
California. “But, we’re not seeing
a drop in enrollment. In fact, all
programs are filled to capacity.”

Pepperdine students and pro-
fessors, along. with those of six
other U.S. universities with pro-
grams in Florence, Italy, recently
received nearly identical letters
threatening them with reprisal if
the United States went to war with
Iraq.

Students and faculty from
Georgetown, Syracuse, California
State, Florida State, and the Uni-
versity of Michigan also received
the threats.

Italian authorities investigat-
ing the group, which calls itself the
“Secret Popular Revolutionary
Movement,” advised the students
tokeepa low profile, even thought
they believe it was a hoax.

*“At this point, they don’tknow
if it was serious or not,” said State
Department spokeswoman Nyda
Novodvorsky. “They’re inclined
to think it’s a hoax. Of course, we
haven’t invaded Iraq, either,” she
noted four days before the United
Nations deadline.

In April, 1986, following the
U.S. bombing of Lybia, numerous
colleges, including Siephens, St.
John’s, Bates, Yale, and Union

. College, cancelled all or part of

their summer abroad programs.

.Business and leisure travelers,
if not students, sharply curtailed
trips to the Middle East and Eu-
rope during the first two weeks of
January. Many of those who did
go switched from U.S. airlines,
travel observers said.

Advanced bookings for Euro-
pean Travel, for instance, have
dropped 25 to 50 percent in recent
weeks, reported Roger Ballou, of
American Express's Travel Re-
lated Services Group. Officials
there cite security concerns as well
aseconomic slowdown and higher

Continued on Page 2

Religion Professor Says Muslim
Concept Of Evil Supports Iraqui Rage

By Lisa Gerrard
Courtesy of College Relations

Saddam Hussein may fall to
allied forces, but the bitter resent-
ment many Iraqgis feel against
America may endure for genera-
tions to come - and with renewed
religious fervor, says Bill Mahony,
a Davidson College associate pro-
fessor of religion.

Mahony believes that Ameri-
cans must become more aware of
the religious dimensions of this
crisis in order to reduce the long
term numbser of casualties.

Islamic faith views history as
revealing an ongoing struggle be-
tween good and evil. Many Mus-
lims in Iraq and neighboring re-
gions have come to associate the
United States with the evil forces,
a fact that most Americans don’t
understand.

“Viewing events from this deep
set vision of a dualistic world, the
people of the region are nobneces-~
sarily going to respond to Ameri-
can military actions by surrender-
ing immediately,” he said at a re-
cent campus gathering. “They are
likely to straighten their backseven
more and continue in their anger
long past any political resolution.”

Mahony has published many
articles on world religions and

served as an editor of the “Ency-
clopedia of Religion.” He has
studies and taught Islam, the faith
of 95 percent of Iraqi people, for
18 years.

He says the reasons behind the
rage against the West in general
and Americain particularlie in the
history and religious views of this
land. From their forbears, Mus-
limsinherited an cssentially pessi-
mistic world view. “Babylonians
and Mesopotamians who live in
thearea thatis now Iraq decply felt
a lack of control over their envi-
ronment from the beginning,”
Mahony said.

“They saw the after life as being
radically different from the pres-

‘ent,” he said. “One of the ancient
Mesopotamian prayers illustrates
thisview: ‘May tomorrow be better
than today.’

“The presentanger also emerges
from the long history of the region
since the Crusades. From the Is-
lamic.point of view, the West has

frequiehtly, and at tirmes violemty; -

told the Arab nations what to do,”
Mahony said. »
“If you look at a map of the
region you see all the boundaries
are straight lines that were drawn
by the British and the French. But
for many centuries this Islamic -
Arabic area was the most accom-

plished and civilized in the world,
so they suffered a great feeling of
indignation at being cut up by
European colonial powers.

“Although I see important reli-
gious dimensions in this crisis,”
Mahony said, “the problem is not
primarily religious in nature, but
political and economic.”

The most frequently;y men-
tioned cause for anti-American
feeling is U.S. support for Isracl,
but Muslims also view the wealth,
power and success of the United
States as deadly temptations from
outside leading them away from
God.

For many, the balance of power
as it now stands is truly evil and
unacceptable, for it means the
domination of nonbelievers over
the faithful, resulting in the cor-
ruption of religion and morality in
society. .

Iragis may also support Hussein
out of a long tradition of undying
loyalty totheir leader, or “shaykh.”

'Following the example ‘of their

Bedouin Arab forbears, the Iragis
look to their leader to insure their
survival before the world’s threats
and dangers.

As Muslims, the Iragis may be
more willing to fight against an

Continued on Pdge 2

Faculty Housing Project
Threatens McConnell Pond

By Tom Koonce
While the Davidson-Comelius
area has experienced rapid growth
over the past few years, there has
been a steady drop in available
housing inthis partof Mecklenburg
County.

Because of families looking for
housing away from Charlotte, new
businesses, and projects such as
River Run, the going market rate
for land and houses in Davidson
has skyrocketed.

Now, as new Davidson faculty
search for affordable houses, they
are forced to look to places in
Mooresville and other locations
outside the town. For a college
that prides itself in having most of
its faculty and staff live nearby,
this caused a problem that had to
be addressed.

In response to this growing

concermn, the President appointed a-

Housing Task Force to find a solu-
tion to this Davidson housing
crunch.

The Task Force sent out ques-
tionnaires to the faculty and began
considering alternatives and po-

tential sites for new faculty hous-
ing.

They looked at campus prop-
erty behind Erwin Lodge on Grey
Road and areas along Concord
Road. The areabehind Grey Road
is already campus property. The
committee decided not to commit
this property to housing because of
possible future campus expansion
in this area.

The group concluded that prop-
erty off of Concord Road was the
best land for housing. They chose
anareaknown as McConnell Pond.
Itbegins just after the lasthouse on
the left as you leave town on Con-
cord Road.

The area was bought by the
collegeback in the 1950’s with the
intent of using it for future faculty
and staff housing. In fact, fifteen
years aga, plans were drawn up to
develop the land. ‘

On this 98 acres of what was
once pasture land but now is over-
grown, there is a small pond. This
pond hasbeenused quite frequently
in study by the biology depart-
ment. Some in the department are

against this natural area being
overrun by development.
According to Biology Profes-
sor David Grant, such a develop-
ment, *“Would be abeautiful place,
but it (the pond) has something of
everything biologically.”
Dr. Grant has spoken out against
the project, citing the needs of the
Biology Department for such a field

‘Continued on Page 2
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Davidson Alumnus Working To Help Grieving Families

By Catherine McEaddy

Lisa Hullinger was brutally
murdered in Cincinnati, Ohio in
1978.

Her death led her parents to
form a support group with other
local families who were stricken
with a similar tragedy.

In 1981, the organization was

formally chartered as Parents of
Murdered Children or Other Sur-
vivors of Homicide Victims, or
POMC,and hasexploded in growth
with new chapters nation wide.

The organization exhibits a
Memorial Wall listing loved ones
that havc beenlost to cruel death of
murder.

This wall was exhibited at

Mark’s Gospel
Solo Performance

To Be Presented

By Meredith Hammons

Max McLean will be present-
ing his acclaimed solo perform-
ance of Mark’s Gospel on Thurs-
day, February 7 at 8:15 pm in the
900 Room of the College Union.

Mark’s Gospel has toured all
over the United States, Canada,
and overseas before thousands of
people in colleges, seminaries,
conferences, churches, and con-
ventions.

Mark’s Gospel is believed to
be the earliest account of the life
and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.
McLean said, "Many people per-
ceive the gospel as obscure and
hard to understand. It’snot. It’s a
story written to be told. When
liberated from the printed page it
springs to vibrant life. Jesus be-

comes more accessible and wecan’

encounter Him just as His follow-
ersdid.”

Charles Colson, author and
columnist for Christianity Today
Magazine, writes, “Max mcLean
is an extraordinarily gifted Chris-
tian artist. His dramatization of
Mark brings the gospel to life ina
unique and powerful way. 1 felt
like I was there-- with Jesus-- in
the greatest drama of all time.”

“In presenting Mark he uses
no costumes, no makeup, no po-
dium, and no props other than a
chair.

Audiences quietly lost track of
the fact that McLean in quoting
Bible verses.

They even forget that he is
using carefully rehearsed body

motions, facial expressions and
voice inflections.

Instead they sit engrossed in
the story of Jesus,” wrote Moody
Monthly Magazine.

As an actor McLean has per-
formed a number of leading roles
in Great Britain, Europe and New
York, including Stanley in A
Streetcar Named Desire, Snoopy
in You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown, Berowne in Love’s La-
bors Lost, and the Priest in Mur-
der in the Cathedral.

Bom in 1953 in Panama City,
Panama, McLean came to the
United States at age four. Because
of his father’s career as a military
officer, McLean lived in various
places across the United States, the
Far East, and Europe.

7+ MicLean began-work on the -

stage in 1974 while completing
his degree in History at the Univer-
sity of Texas. Upon graduation he
aacted and directed for American
military troops in West Germany.
Later he was accepted to the post-
graduate aaacting program at Lon-
don’s Mountview Theater School
where he graduated in 1978.

In 1982, McLean began work
on Mark’s Gospel. In September
1983, it opened to a smal crowd
for a short run. .

Word of mouth advertising
grew so that by the end of the run
Mark’s Gospel was playing to near
capacity audiences.

His solo performances have
earned him recognition from Chris-
tian leaders throughout North

Davidson in the Union on October
1, 1990.

This organization has another
connection with Davidson. The
state coordinators, Betty and Ross
Parks, are old Davidson family.

Mr. Parks graduated from
Davidson in 1943,

Both Parks have several
Davidson alumnae in their fami-

McGrady
Up For
Truman
Scholarship

By Gary Wheeler

Jennifer McGrady, '92, has
been selected from a pool of
over 1000 applicantsasa Tru-
man Scholar finalist.

To be named a finalist,
McGrady had to be nominated
by a Davidson faculty panel,
be picked asone of the school’s
threerepresentatives, and then
have her application selected
as of the 200 finalists in the
nation.

The Truman Scholarship

is designed to encourage and
reward students that paln to
pusue a career in public serv-
ice.
" The scholarship pays for
the recipient’s last year of
undergraduate school and up
to two years of post graduate
education.

McGrady is currently the
co - curricular vice president
of the Union Board and volun-
teers her time as a tutor in the
Time to Read program.

She has tentative plans to
be involved in urban educa-
tion after graduation.

America and he is listed is Who's
Who in Entertainment.

McLean is a member of Long
Hill Chapel, a Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance congregation in
Chatham, New Jersey.

I

Announcing The AcCeptance Of

Applications For
Resident Advisor 1991-92

Applications may be picked up for a year long appointment at the
Residence Life Office, Belk Residence Hall.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION: February 14th
INTERVIEWS: February 25th-March 5th

Benefits: 1/2 Room Rate,
$375.00 Annual Stipend

lies, including many members of
Phi Beta Kappa.

Their daughter, Betsy, was
murderedin 1975 atNC State Uni-
versity. The Parks’s became in-
volved with POMC in 1982.

POMC fulfills a need. As an
organization, it can shelter the
victims’ families and provide a
network of support to heip with

Muslims

Continued from Page 1

“evil” America because of their
concept of “jihad,” which means
“striving to protect the faith.”
“Jihad is almost always under-
stood to be an inner battle,” Ma-
hony said. “The believer strives to
protect the innerlightof goodness,
‘taqwa’, that Muslims feel God
has put within all human beings.
One of the Islamic beliefs is that at
the end of time, those who have
protected that inner light will be
resurrected to a better, eternal life.
“But for those who give their
lives in battle against evil, timé
will collapse and they willnot have
to wait until the end of time to

Pond

Continued From Page 1

study area. He has been upset by
the handlling of the project. Grant
admits that there is a critical need
for faculty and staff housing, but
he believes that McConnell Pond
is not the place to develop.

Dr. Grant believes that there
was no one on the committee
sympathetic to his views. He also
thinks that the college is not that
interested withconserving its natu-
ral green spaces.

Besides Dr. Grant, there has
been no other vocal opposition to
the project. Most in the depart-
ment have remained quiet on the
subject of the development. Oth-
ers, such as Associate Professor
Vema Jean Case, are torn between
wanting to preserve the land and
being sympathetic to the housing
problem.

Bob Sutton, member of the Task
Force, spoke for the development
by saying that it will, “not be a
cookie-cut of suburban develop-

Targets

Continued from Page 1
fares for the drop.

Most foreign study directors,
although, theyre encouraging stu-

their grief.

AsParks said, “We are strictly
a support group and nothing else.
We work with people and their
grief.”

* k¥

More information about
POMC can be obtained by con-
tacting the national headquarters
at (513) 721-5683.

enjoy this better life.”

Mahony believes that Ameri-
cans should make a greater effort
to learn about Islam, which is now
the world’s fastest growing reli-
gion. Demographers predict that
in the United States, Muslims will
outnumber Jews in another 30 or
40 years.

Mahony hopes for another “day
of Abraham,” whenall Jews, Chris-
tians,and Muslims will all sitdown
at the same table. The three relig-
ions share many of the same basic
beliefs, and trace their lineage to
the same great biblical patriarchs.

“Islam is not so different from
Christianity. This is nota problem
of Muslims fighting Christians,”
Mahony said. “Wemustbecareful
of the history of thisarea, and walk
softly. It is my own fear that this
may not be the case.”

ment, but will have the feeling of
Davidson.”

He remarked that everyone was
concerned with the biological
needs of the biology department.
Sutton said that alternatives will
be found if the natural laboratory
conditions of the pond cannot be
kept. He added that this would be
done by possibly leasing a pond
for biological needs.

According to Sutton, over the
nextfive years there could be up to
120homes on the property. Around
two-thirds of this will be available
for purchase by the faculty, staff,
and the general public. The other
portion will be leased to faculty
and staff. In this way, the College
wouldretain ownership of some of
the land throughout the years.
Sutton comments that this will,
“provide affordable housing for
faculty in the long haul.”

The project will begin in threc or
four months after financial matters
and other issues are resolved.
Sutton believes that there will
probably be houses on the land by
the summer of 1992,

tions to be taken in Europe.
“It’s business as usual, “ said
Pepperdine’s Bliss.

During orientation sessions
students studying abroad are ad-
vised “not to stand out as Ameri-
cans,” but that’s more asacourtesy

Earn up to $1000 in one week for your campus organization.
Plus a chance at $5000 more!
This Program works!
No investment needed!

Call 1-800-932-0528 Ext. 50

dents to use common sense and 1O the host country than a security
- maintain a low profile, will heed precaution.
ad\{ice from the State Department, Davidson’s study abroad pro-
which hasn’t urged any extra cau- gramsarecontinuing asscheduled.
Fast Fundraising Program~
$1000 IN JUST ONE WEEK
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A lot of campus rapes start here.

Whenever there’s drinking or drugs, things can get out of hand.
So it's no surprise that many campus rapes involve alcohol.

But you should know that under any circumstances, sex without
the other person's consent is considered rape. A felony, punishable
by prison. And drinking is no excuse.
That's why, when you party, it’s good to know what your limits are.
You see, a little sobering thought now can save you from a big
problem later.

©1990 Rape Treatment Center, Santa Monica Hospital,
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From The First

Atanenthusiastic meeting onWednesday night, March 18, the
Davidson College Student Body voted for the establishment of a
weekly newspaper. Later, an editor and business manager were
elected and a staff appointed. The present issue is the firstfruits
of this action. “The Davidsonian™ makes its initial bow.

In the inauguration of such a newspaper, many questions no
doubt arise. “Why a college weekly? Does it have a real value?
What will it stand for?”’

The newspaper is largely what its name implies, composed of
news. Itshould be in close touch with every phase of College life
and the life of the community about it. Even in a small college,
life become more and imore complex, and as the students are
broken up into an increasing number of groups, there is a
tendency not to look beyond the questions and matters in which
one man is directly interested. The college newspaper should
give live information about every group and department of
college activity, keep them acquainted with each other, and thus
promote a feeling mutual interest and encouragement. In addi-
tion, there are the things which vitally concemn every student, and
yet which are not well known or misunderstood.

Butthe boundaries of a college are not the limits of its campus.
in close contact with it every day is acommunity which is certain
to influence and be influenced by the student. The town column
should make every man feel that he has friends in the town, and
their interest in the college should be increased by the weekly
items and topics about it.

The old Davidson spirit which has held sway at Davidson in
tradition and fact for years upon years goes with the graduate that
leaves here. . ..

The newspaper . . . can increase the spirit in athletic, literary,
social, and religious life here; it can be a link between college and
community, alumni and alma mater. The Davidsonian asks for

your earnest cooperation.
This editorial appearedinfull inthe the first issue
of The Davidsonian--April 1, 1914

The Davzdsoman is published weekly on Monday during the school year
by the students of Davidson College.
Please address fan mail and correspondences to:
The Davidsonian, Box 219, Davidson, N.C. 28036
~ Phone (704) 892-2148 and -2149 ‘
Offices are located on the top floor of the Grey Student Union building.
Opinions expressed in letters to the editor or commentaries do not -
. necessarily reflect the views of theeditorial board of the newspaper.
" Subscriptions cost $25 per year..
- Advertising rates available on request. :
Copyright is held by the Trustees of Davidson College.

Letters

Queen's Alum Scolds Néwspaper

Dear Sir:

As an almna of Queens
College in the Charlotte
community, I was shocked
and saddened by the article
by Sara Carlson entitled,
“Davidson and Queens
Women Need to CutOut the
Middle Men” (January 21,
1991).

The statement quoting
Davidsonmen’sopionion of
Queens women, “Queenies
come {0 Davidson to get

laid,” was both degrading
and demoralizing. As a for-
mer Alumni Board President
and Registrar of the college,
I have worked for years with
Queens students and have
met none who would fit that
gross generalization,

I am disappointed that
the editorial staff of your stu-
dent newspaper would print
this negative propaganda
which could only broaden

the gap between the students
of the two colleges. Queens
and Davidson have a rich
heritage of both social and
intellectual cooperation, and
I only hope that the students
and administration will work
to slrengthen this relation-
ship.

Sincerely,

Elise McClung Barksdale,
Queens ‘68

January 25, 1991

Yarbrough Expresses Certain Qualms

Dear Mr. Savona,

On the whole, I think it
is unnecessary to use our
campus newspaper as a
medium for bickering be-
tween ourselves. However,
asyou directed your letter of
the January 28th issue of the
Davidsonian specifically at
Miss Carlson, I will do the
same, and direct my letter at
you. I like to give most
people the benefit of the
doubt, Mr. Savona, and I
certainly hope that your in-

tentions were wholly good, -

butI have some qualms with
your letter, which I will re-
late.

Whether or not you in-

tended to, in your very first.

paragraph you diminish the
issue of rape to a staggering
extent. In fact, your are ab-
solutely patronizing! You
seem to think that rape is not
a problem or issue that in-
volves you, that itis not your
duty to try to solve it. Mr.
Savona, if indeed you are
concerned, you simply can-
notexpect to sit back and let
the problem solve itself. Or
are youwaiting for someone
else to do it for you?
Aswell,Iwouldbe inter-
ested to know just what your
definition of “non-violent
sexual crimes” is. Any rape
isaviolentcrime, beitphysi-

cally or emotionally. Fur-
thermore, you have grossly
misinterpreted Miss
Carlson’s meaning behind
her statementconceming “an
Honor Council trial for sex-
uval harassment.”

1 seriously doubt that
Miss Carlson considered her
statement a personal
weapon. Itis yourown para-
noia that makes it so. Nor
does cither of us considerall
the men of Davidson “evil,”
to quote yourself. As well, it
is clear that you have little
understanding of crimes of a
sexual nature,

Of course women are
capable of committing sex-
ual harassment. It just
doesn’t happen very often
because women are 100 fre-
quently onthereceivingend.
Among the vast majority, I
doubt if the thought ever
occurs, and this is due to the
continual victimization of
women and the glorification
of men. The fact remains
that there was no meaning
behindMiss Carlson’s state-
ment. It should be taken as
read: that no one wants to
end up in a Honor Council
trial for sexual harassment
or rape (paraphrase). The
emotional trauma for all
persons involved would be
too much to bear.

Perhaps Miss Carlson’s
argument was not quite ac-
curate, and you have every
right to defend yourself, but
I am offended by the use of
your letter to destroy the
importance of obliterating
the crime of rape from our
socicty. I may have acase of
raging feminism, but you
have something worse. I call
it feminist phobia.

We are not all out to get
you. Mr. Savona, the reason
many women are so heated
and angry about rape is be-
cause even today, the hei-

_ nous crime remains almost

impossible to convict. None
of us wants to go through the
emotional traumaof notonly
arape, but of that of a trial,
after which we might see
our attacker released -- set
free to continue to assault
women.

No attack is ever de-
served. The victim is never
to blame. Please remember
this, and don’t cheapen the
issue with your petty state-
ments. We all know what a
“terrible crime” rape is. And
ifyouare soconcerned, why
don’t you do something
about it?

Sincerely,
Molly Yarbrough, ‘92
January 38, 1991

Davidson Defends Male Sex

To Feminists of this Cam-
pus:

Savona’sletter waslong
overdue. He’sright. There is
no need for a conflict be-
tween two groups of women
to be blamed on men. [ am
tired of the rampant femi-
nism on this campus, and
particularily in this paper.
Not every single conflict or
problem in this world can be
blamed on men oppressing
women. This is ridiculous.
But more than anything, its
unjustified an«! uafair,

It’sa wuste of the paper
its printed on. What would
happen if some guy who
decided to make it his cam-
paign to hate women started
writing the paper? The
womenof thiscampus would
be outraged. No one would

stand for such “male chau-
vinism.”

There is a paradox here.
Sara would like you to be-
lieve that we are strong,
capable individuals equal in
intelligence and ability to our
male counterparts. Fine, I
agree. But she feels the need
to blame a conflict between
two groups of women on

men. w

If we are so intelligent
and capable would’t we A)
be able to rise above fight-
ing over the men who she
claims “compare” us and B)
be smart enough to realize
that the men are deceiving
both sides without her hav-
ing to point it outto us? I this
weretrueand Davidson men
were running around creat-
ing conflict between the

Queenies and Davidson
women, wouldn’t we have
caught on by now? I would
certainly hope that we are
not so stupid and impres-
sionable.

Isee alotof problemsin
this growing trend of women
blaming men. I wish we
could save a few trees and
cut out such unfair and un-
necessary articles in the
paper. I also wish women
would stop crying “sex dis-
crimination” when they
don’tachieve what they want
toachieve. Thisisequally as
wrong as it is for a man to
truly discriminate.

Men do not deserve to
be blamed for all women’s

Continued On Page 9
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Let's Get Our
Symbols Straight

Symbols surround us. They
testify to our beliefs, they signify
our commitment (o those beliefs,
and they inform others of our posi-
tions and preferences. However,
as Derrick Willard thoughtfully

It is a tribute to this nation’s
commitment to the principle of
freedom that we may choose. Like
Mr. Willard, I do not wish to in-
fringe upon that right, nor will I
“deny anyone’s right to do as he

[or she]

Gilbert W. Shaw

pleases.”
But given
that both
O u r
American
flag and
the Con-
federate
flag can
sybolize
different
things to
different
people,
weshould
always, as
Mr. Wil-

elucidated in last week’s issue of
The Davidsonian, symbols can
mean different things to different
people. Precisely for this reason
we should take care in how we
display our symbols or undertake
symbolic acts, but we should not,
as Derrick suggests, shelve the
symbol. Rather we should strive to
clarify what meaning we wish to
convey in the symbols we employ.

In his article Derrick refers to

lard says,
“consider
the statement [we]) make” when
displaying symbols.

The answer then lies not in
“shelving” the symbol, but rather
in clarifying its meaning. Obvi-
ously, a Confederate flag, when
flownalongside an American one,
cannot truly stand for a Confeder-
ate nation. Rather, the more likely
meaning is that it symbolizes a
region, the South, which has shared
a unique history, and considers

I for one inteﬁd to always fly my American flag
along with my U.N. flag. The American flag
flys most honestly and purposefully then.

the Confederate flag in particular.
“What is seen as a proud relic to
many Southeners, the Confederate
flag, isa symbol of oppression and
hatred tomany others,” he reminds
us. Yet, we mustacknowledge that
such conflicting perceptionsoccur
with the American flag as well. As
all of us are but too aware, our
American flag evokes both pride
and scomn here at home. While
some salute it, others bum it, and
still others may do neither.

Foundation For The New World

By Chris Einolf '91

As a war begins in the Middle
East ourcountry faces the certainty
of casualties numbering in the thou-
sands, and of expenses in the bil-
lions. While Saddam Hussein’s
actions should definitely be op-
posed, it is unclear whether our
interest in the region merits such a
strong response. President Bush
contends that these sacrifices are
justified because they will bring
results both in the Middle East and
throughout the world; the war will
usher in a New World Order, in
‘which peace and justice will reign
worldwide.

This argument rests on some
dubious assumptions. Bush feels
that with the end of the cold war,
the major cause of world conflict

has disappeared. The world com-

munity agrees on what constitutes

itself in some ways distinct from
the rest of the country to which it
holds ultimate loyalty. Some indi-
viduals feel this distinctiveness of
greater personal pertinence than
doothers. I would encourage those
whodo feel thisneed todisplay the

Confederate flag todo so properly:

beneath the American flag, which
symbolizes the values of justice
and freedom to which there should

Continued on Page 9

ajustconflict,and the United States
will lead the world in judging and
prosecuting aggression. The ex-
ample of Iraq will convince other
nations to solve their problems
peacefully, and avoid war.

Any person who is well-in-
formed about the international
politics of this century can see that
the New World Order will never
come about. The roots of world
conflicts go much deeper than the
struggle of the superpowers, and

will continue even now that the .

cold war has ended. The world
community often disagrees on
which conflicts are just, and the
United States often finds itself op-
posed tothe decisions of the United
Nations. Making an example of
Iraq will do nothing to solve the
fundamental causes of conflict in
the Middle East, and will not solve

Why I Do Not Support The War

By Doug Gibson ' 91

The most common topic of
debate in the Davidsonian over the
past few weeks has been the issue
of protest. Those who support this
war insist that its opponents si-
lence their protests in order not to
hurt the war effort. We must stand
behind the world’s forces, they say,
or else we risk their lives and the
stability of the region by lengthen-
ing this conflict; we must resolve
to punish Saddam Hussein, or else
we may have to face his threat
again,

Perhaps. But whenIhear these
arguments, I think about Henry
David Thoreau’s essay, “Civil
Disobedience,” in which Thoreau
asks, “How can a man be satisfied
tomaintain an opinion merely, and
enjoy it? Action from principle --
the perception and performance of
right -- changes things and rela-
tions; it is essentially revolution-

 Those who criticize peace
advocates want them to divorce
their ideals from their lives now
that the war has started, but how
can anyone ask this? The idea is
absurd. Those who opposed this
war before it began can donothing
but oppose it more stridently now
that it has commenced the very
evils they feared all along. If they
did anything else, they would give
up their rights as citizens and --
worse -- their responsibilities as
human beings.

That said, why do 1 oppose this
war? I have several objections
both to George Bush’s methods
and reasoning as he led our nation
and our world into this conflict.
First, I feel we cannot afford it
Ten years of irresponsibility have
made a shambles of efforts to help
our nation’s poor: now, despite
concemns over how our economy
will compete in the world for the
next decades, George Bush has
shouldered the responsibility to
forge a “new world order.” How
will an nation which has spent so
much on defense and has then ex-
pended its force in the desert pro-
vide the economic clout necessary
to maintain this order? I do not
know. Foradecade now the United
States has ignored the widening
cracks in its economy and yet after

the fundamental causes of conflict
elsewhere in the world.

The conflict in the Middle East
has been going on for centuries;
the end of the cold war will dolittle

- to resolve it. Defeating Iraq will

do nothing to address the region’s
fundamental problems; in fact, past
experience has shown that conflict
only exacerbates tensions. Israel
has fought four wars since its for-
mation as a state forty years ago,
yet the issues that caused these
wars remain completely unsolved.

Likewise, making an example
of Hussein will donothing to settle
conflicts elsewhere in the world.
The headlines may be about the
Middle East, but violence and
oppression continue elsewhere. A
civil war in Liberia leaves thou-
sands dead, yet the United States,
despite its long history of interven-

this year the money to patch them
will be scarce indeed.

1 also oppose Bush's current
diplomatic policy in the Middle
Eastbecause it is sowing the seeds
for future problems. Already we
are destroying a military we built
up in order to provide the region
withstability. For as Iraq weakens
weassistother countries indirectly:
Iran, with its claims on Islamic

thinks this conflict will, like World
War II, require an allied military
presence twenty years afier its
conclusion? If so, then who will
pay for such a presence, and who
will supply the troops for it? If not,
then does that mean Bush will tol-
erate Hussein’s survival or the
survival of the Baathists who sup-
porthim? Also, does the fact that
he opposed Iraq’s attempt to link

The main thing we should learn from the ori-
gins of World War 11 is this: that no peace with-
out the consent of the governed will last.

fundamentalists, will now become
a stronger power. We have also
begun to support another dictator
and sponsor of terrorism: Hafez-
Assad of Syria has opposed us in
Lebanon for many years now, and
he will undoubtedly seize
Hussein’s defeat as an opportunity
to take the lead among militant
Arab nationalists. We have had to
confront both nations in the past,
and if we eliminate Iraq as a con-
tender for the leadership of the
Arab world, we will only find them
stronger opponents in the future.

In addition to fostering stronger
opponents in Syria and Iran, the
destruction of Hussein for which
Bush hopes can only create an-
other martyr for the Arab world.
Right now, his defiance has given
himmany supporters, and his death
at the hands of the United Nations
forces will increase those support-
ers and perhaps destabilize North-
ern Africa, Jordan, and other coun-
tries in the reqion. His martyrdom
might, in the long run, even desta-
bilize a “liberated” Kuwait, once
the West restores the monarchy
there.

Nevertheless, Bushhas insisted
sostrongly upon Hussein’sdestruc-
tion that one wonders if he now
fearshis loss of face should the war
have any other conclusion.

This brings me to the third
reason I oppose the war: the ad-
ministration’s short-sighiedness as
it plans for what will happen after-
ward. Bush hascompared Hussein
with Hitler, but does that mean he

withdrawal from Kuwait with a
conference on the Palestinian ques-
tion mean that he opposes such a
conference? If not, then whydidn’t
he say he supported the idea? Ifhe
would have supported such a con-
ference, will he still support one
now that we owe Israel so much for
its restraint? We must wonder
what will happen after thisconflict
ends, and yet Bush has supplied
only vague answers. In planning
for battle, Bush has so far failed to
producea vision of the peace which
will follow.

This failure to plan for peace
leads me to my fourth and main
reason for opposing our involve-
ment in the conflict. The most
common reason Bush cites for
confronting Saddam Hussein has
been containment, and he uses the
example of World War I to prove
that we are currently fighting a war
for peace, so to speak. Democrats
and Republicans, Liberals and
Conservatives, diplomats and
warriors all agree that just as we
should have contained Hitler be-
fore he attempted to subjugate
Europe, we should now contain
and even destroy Hussein before
heattempis tosubjugate the Middle
East. Not only do I disagree with
this comparison, I feel it is danger-
ously misguided, asitignores other
lessons we should learn from the
events of 1939,

The main thing we should learn
from the origins of World Warllis
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Order Is Rotten

tion in Liberian politics, has not
lifted a finger to help. Soviet forces,
with Gorbachev’s approval, vio-
lently suppress the Baltic repub-
lics, yet we refuse to even recog-
nize the Baltic states’ right to self-
determination. In China, four lead-
ers of the Tiananmen square dem-
onstrations go on trial; observers
consider the trials to be test cases
to measure Western response.
That we are so willing to go to
war where oil is concerned, yet so
reluctant to act where we have
nothing to gain, points out the
hypocrisy of Bush’s claim that

-moral considerations motivated

this war with Iraq. Furthermore,
the war limits our ability to influ-
ence other countries through eco-
nomic and diplomatic pressure.
How can President Bush condemn
China and the Soviet Union for

their actions, when he needs their
support for his policies in the
Middle East?

Thus we can see that winning a
war against Iraq will do little to
establish a New World Order, and
may actually set back oureffortsto
doso. Yeteven if this New World
Order were possible, what would
qualify the United States to en-
force it? -

Bush portrays the United States
asthestrongarm of the U.N.,asthe
leader in enforcing what the inter-
national community agreesisright.
In this particular case, Bush’s por-
trayal is accurate. In the past,
however, the United States has
often found itself opposed to a
unanimous world opinion.

In the years 1981-1986, the
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