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SAE Faces Allegatlons of Harassment, Violence

- By Tom Koonce

A committee of six people --
two members of the administra-
tion, two faculty and two students
was formed to look into allega-
tions of impropriety and violations
of the Code of Responsibility on
Patterson Court. This committee
will begin with the allegations that
have been made against Sigma
Alpha Epsilon.

These allegations were brought
10 the attention of the a%mi’nistra—
tion and the Board of Trustees in

several different instarices this past
week. Such allegations came to
fore last Tuesday when the mem-
bers of Rusk House voted to not
co-sponsor parties with SAE for

the rest of the year. Two dayslater |

a letter from visiting history pro-
fessor A.T. Miller was circulated
around campus. This letter cited
allegations of violence and harass-
ment committed by members of
the house and urged the Trustees
to take action to solve this prob-
lem. Omn Thursday a group of

Faculty Mandate Daily

Schedule, Extend Quiet

By David Smyth

The Educational Policy Com-
mittee, chaired by Vice-President
of Academic Affairs Robert Wil-
liams, sent a resolution for the fac-
ulty’s approval last week mandat-
ing a daily schedule that includes
an extension of “‘quiet” hours in
dormitories on campus.

Inameeting of the full faculty
on Tuesday, the resolution was
adopted and was subsequently sent

to the Registrar’s office for im-""

plementation.

The proposal outlines a sched-
ule wherein weekdays at Davidson
would be split into three large
blocks with quiet hours being ex-
tended from 12:00 a.m. to 7:30
a.m. Classes, also, would be cut
off at4:00 on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days and at 5:30 on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays. The
move apparently is in response to
complaints from faculty that their
students are unable to study or
sleep in their rooms.

These students have asked their
teachers forextensionsonreviews
and papers because of hostile
studying environments, and their
teachers are concerned. John Heil
of the Philosophy Degartment 1sa
newly elected member of the
and onie of the professors whohave
expressed concemn-over this prob-
lem.

“We floated theidea of having
a noise cutoff at 11:00 or some-
thing. 1 don’tknow what the status
of this is. This is just something

‘'we talked about,” Heil said. When

students organized a demonstra-
tion in front of the Commons to
show their frustrations about the
alleged harassment and violence to
Trustee members as they entered
for lunch. Miller gave his letter to
these students to hand to Trustees
as they walked into the Commons.

Rusk President Susan Wallace
said that her house’s action was
prompted by an anonymous letter
that she received from some
members of Rusk that cited con-
cern and fear over various inci-

Hours

dents involving members of SAE
The authors of the letter stated ﬁve ‘
incidents at SAE that were in con-
junction with Rusk or involved its
members that were examples of
why such an-attitude of fear had
developed. ,
The authors asked that Rusk
vote not to have parties with SAE
for the rest of the year. Wallace

stated that the authors realized that

it was a harsh and drastic sugges-
tion, but lesser action had been
taken in the past and something

(96‘ 3

asked how many students have |

come to him about noise interfer-
ing with their ability to complete

assignments, he said: “I've had a -

whole bunch. Faculty have gotten
the impression that there’s a major
problem.”

Problem or no problem,
though, Director of Residence Life

- Richard Terry has not received the

amounts of complaints that some

A . professors have received. He has
HPC " takeniist 66 Galls fegan

‘cessive noise this year, one from

.Duke and two from Little Hall.

Terry has heard nothing from

faculty to helplocate specific prob- -
- lem areas that need special atten-

tion. “We have R.A.’s and hall

See "Quiet" on page 3

Alpha Phi Alpha Awaits
Acceptance by National Fratermty

By Kevin Miller

After several years of hard
work, enthusiasm and red tape,
Patterson Court is one step away
from expanding for the second time
this year. A group of 20-25 pro-
spective brothers, led by the ef-
forts of Al Gaines, '94, Lenny
McCallister, 93, and Assistant
Dean of Students John Eaves, are
* presently awaiting a letter of ac-
ceptance from the National Greek

Fraternity Alpha Phi Alpha.
The students, ranging from

freshmen to seniors, are looking
forward to bringing the oldest,
traditionally African-American,
national fraternity in America to
Davidson. “A Phi A”, whichlooks
topromote scholarship, serviceand
culture within the community,
promises to add a new dimension
to Patterson Court.

“It is a positive, drastic, but
necessary move in the right direc-
tion for Davidson college students.

" For black males in particular, it

creates an alternative social out-

College Destined For New

Campus-Wide Alcohol Policy In Apr11

By Tom Price
The trustees of the college
decided. this past weekend to
empowei the Dean of Students to
_ rewrite the school’s alcohol pol-
icy. Dean Terry said that within

the next two weeks he will present

specific objectivesandrecommen-

dations to the Council for Campus

and Religious Life and to the Pat-

terson Court Council. After con-.

sulting with these two organiza-

tions, Te‘n'y will brmg his final

proposal before the trusiees dur-
- will be necessary because of the
mcreased liability.

ing their April meeting.

The new alcohol policy is sig-
nificant because it will be a com-
prehensive policy covering all
¢lements of the campus. Currently,
the school has twb alcohol poli-

jes: one for Patterson Court and
one for the rest of the campus.
Dean Terry said that the new
comprehensive policy will “in-

let,” said prospective A Phi A .

member George Spain, ’95.

Spain’s comments stem from
recent discussion about the alarm-
ing number of African-American
males that have left Davidson in
the last few years, and tpey reflect
the great concern many students
have about the low percentage of
African-Americansoncampus (4%
- 68 students).

-Lenny McCallister, a propo-

See "Alpha” 6m page 3
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had to be done.

Wallace took thelettertoDean
Will Terry who advised her to
remove some parts of the letterthat
he felt were inaccurate. The letter
was then read at last week’s house
meeting and after lengthy discus-
sion the motion to stop co-spon-
soring parties with SAE was ap-

_proved. According to Wallace,

over 150 people voted in favor of

~ the motion and 19 people opposed

See "SAE" om page 5

crease the school’s liability,” but
he did not specify what changes

Anthony Foxx, the student
bodypresndem-elect, said thataf-
ter discussions with trustees this

weekend he felt that the trustees
genuinely wanted a policy’ with’
which “students would. be com-
fortable.” -
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Courtesy of College Relations
Endowment
Reaches $100 Million
Vice president for business
and finance, Robert Sutton, re-
cently announced thatthe college
endowment topped $100 million

the stocks, bonds and real estate
which constitute the endowment
were valued at $103,472,000.
Growth of the endowment
was a result of increased value of
existing assets and additional

Sutton said in the Campus Chron-
icle , “It was the function of a
strong stock marketand good per-
formance by our portfolio man-

Campaign for Davidson has also
helped.” R
_Half, of Davidson’s endow-
ment is comprised of stocks and
the rest is made up of bonds and
real estate. The endowment’s
constant return has ranked it in
the top quarter of all college and
university endowments.

Epes to Appear on “Jeopardy”....
German professor Hansford

iors tournament on “Jeopardy”
sometime between March and
September. The show will be
taped on February 24-25 in Hol-

with 22 other people duiing

Gilbert, assistant director of de-

CAMPUS BRIEFS

- appear on the game show but he

' There are fifteen contestants in
this past fall. Asof December31

assetsraised over the year. Robert-

agersand strong support from the

scheduled at 9:00 p.m. Wednes.-
. ing and commumcauons at

Epes will appear in a special seti-

lywood. Epes was chosen- alongi 8 stand others. The meeung will

outs” held*in-Chariotie. - James ™ nity to bring about changés’ ahd'

velopment, was also chosen to.

has yet to be called to report to
Hollywood.

“Jeopardy” is flying Epes to
Los Angeles and will pay for his
stay at a Beverly Hills hotel.

the tournament with lhree play-
ers in each competition. s

“Jeopardy” originally aired
from 1964-75 and was picked up
againin 1984. Among TV game
shows it is ranked only behind
“Wheel of Fortune". Around 500
contestants appear on the show
cach year.

Epes has also served as the
coach of - Davidson’s college
bowl. He hopes his experienceas
coach will help out his chances
on “Jeopardy.”

Town Meetmg ,
Scheduled for Wednasday

- In order to bring positive dc-
tion out of campus dnscussxons
regarding intolerance within ou,r
community, a 1own meeting i3

- day, February 12. This’ meenng\
intends to- broaden undastand

Davidson.

Along with discussing ways
to improve group interaction, the
meeting will attempt to give ev-
eryone an opportunity to-under-

‘also give evcryone theo

answers to the difficult issues that
exist at Davidson. o

Quiet

Continued from page 1

counselors to deal with these problems,” Terry noted. “We can make

strides when we are armed with information but I'm not hearing it.
Faculty can be great assistants in this. All they’ve got to do is call me.”

While these professors have not gone to the source to tackle the
problem, at the Tuesday meeting they did discuss the idea of establish-
ing quiet halls or dormitories to provides havens of silence on campus.

Bean of Students Will Terry sees quiet dorms as an option in the near
future, if only on an experimental basis. He would much rather see the
initiative come from the Council on Campus and Religious Life,
however, instead of a faculty committee with only minimal student

representation.

Williams said quiet hdurs were pléced on the agenda because “there
was enough concern that the nghts of students to study and sleep were

being overridden.”

“We are not u'ymg to get into the in loco parentis situation again,”

Williams said.

The onus is now on Registrar Sue Ross who faces the unenviable
task of making labs and seminars mesh more easily with the many extra-
curricular activities Davidson students involve themselves in.

vehicle.

CAMPUS CRIME

5:00 p.m. Monday, February 3 - 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 4

Between the above times, someone broke into Jerry Stockdale’s
unlocked vehicle in the Copeland House parking lot and removed a
Sony tape recorder, two cassette tapes and a black and white garage
‘door opener. The possessions are worth-$130.
6:00 p.m. - 10:20 p.m. Sunday, February 2

Between the above times, Davidson student Peter Herndon re-
ported that someone entered his unlocked vehicle in the computer
center parking lot and trashed it. Nothing was stolen, however.
11:59 p.m. Sunday, February 2 - 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 4

Between the above times, some unknown person(s) bashed in a
Davidson student’s.right front passenger window with a rock. This |
person(s) then proceeded to remove a hand-held, black NEC cellutar
telephone from its permanent mount on the center front console of the

CCRL Passes New Pledge Guidelines

By Curt Bickers

Dean of Students Will Terry
and the Council for Campus and
ReligiousLife recently approveda
written Guidelines for Pledge
Activities. This year’s guidelines
are generally the sameas last year’s
except for a few subtle changes.
All freshmen, faculty, administra-

- tion, pledge trainers and Patterson

Court Presidents have received a
copy of these rules.

Dean Terry said that a pledge
activity is “anything a pledge does
as a requirement for initiation.”
He also said that hazing is “any-
thing physically or mentally harm-
ful to someone.”

The guidelines have been
clearly stated and any violation
committed should be reported.
Violators will be punished accord-
ing to the guidelines for the infrac-
tion which they committed.

Guidelines for Pledge Activities
Spring 1992

The following are guidelines
for pledge activities for Patterson
Court houses. These rules are

. designed to protect the freshmen

from an intrusion into their aca-
demic responsibilities and to pro-

tect both organizations and the
college from excesses that might
damage reputations, facilities, and
individuals.

A violation of any of these
guidelines may resultin any of the
following: the suspension of
pledge activities for a period of
time or all together; the suspension
of social activities for a given pe-
riod of time; the inability to initiate
pledges; the inability of a house to
‘rush’ next year; or the suspension
of the house from its association
with the college. Individuals, of
course, can be sanctioned under
the Code of Responsibility.

Pledge activities may not last
more than sgven weeks, excluding
Spring Break, and be concluded by
April 1. The beginning date is
February 1.

1. A pledge may not spend
more than six hours (excluding
study hall) during the week on
pledge activities.

2. No pledge activity will go
past midnight Sunday through
Thursday.

3. No pledge activity may re-
flect negatively upon the reputa-
tion of the college or the partici-

pants, and no pledge acuvny may
include any project which would
violate the Davidson honor code
(stealing).

4. No pledge activity may in-
volve the use of alcohol including
pressure on pledges to drink dur- _
ing visitations.

5. No pledge shall be forced to
engage in any activity that con-
flicts with academic responsibili-
ties. Academicresponsibilities are
defined as class assignments, re-
hearsals, field work, etc.

6. Fines may not be used to
coerce pledges to attend meetings
and activities which conflict with
their acadeniic responsibilities.

7. No pledge activity shall result
in ‘damage to personal or college
property or to any person. This
includes activities which are en-
gaged by whole or part of a frater-
nity directed at another house on
Patterson Court.

8. No pledge activity may in-
volve hazing of any sort.

9. No pledge shall engage in an
activity identified with his frater-
nity in any academic building on
campus. . :

10. There shatl be no public
nudity, including intrusion into
other houses on Patterson Court.

SOLIDARITY WEEK

In the mldst of a week of tension on campus, Maura Cullen spo

Photo bﬁ Lillian Roe
e 0 a receptive

audlence about thc importance of respect, love, and understandlng for other people.

Mubarak Awad Urges Non-Violence

By Tom Price

Mubarak Awad, a Christian
Palestinian who has beendeported
from Israel, spoke Tuesday after-
noon in the 900 room as part of
Solidarity Week. Awad was born
in Jerusalem in 1943 and attended
high school there. He spent his
college years at Blufton College
which is a Mennonite school.
Currently he is working in Wash-

ington, D.C. for a non-violence .

organization that he founded.
Awad stressed the importance
ofunderstanding and non-violence
inapproaching the tensionbetween
the Jews and the Arabs in the Mid-

East. He listed several factors that

he believes have led to increased

tension in the area. Among them

were the collapse of the Soviet

*Union and the “corruption of the .

Arab world.” He considers the
Arab world to be corrupt because

- its leaders have been unrepresen-

tative of the people and have con-

. tinued to deny votihg Tights and

free elections.

Awad said that the Israelis
wanted “‘recognition, security, and
peace” from the Palestinians. The
problem, Awad said, is that Pales-
tinians are willing to grant all of
these concessions, but they also
want the Golan Heights. Awad
noted that there has been a soften-
ing in the Palestinian attitude since
the initial establishment of the
Jewish state in 1948.

Awad also attempted to ex-
plain the association between Pal-
estinians and terrorism. He be-
lieves that Palestinians began us-
ingterrorism toexpresstheiranger

and bitterness over the establish-

ment of the Zionist state. Awad
said that this violent stance has not
worked because the world “has
heard the bombs ,butnot the cries.”

- Awad also stressed that the Pales-
" tinians have been responsible for

far fewer deaths than the Israelis,

To help ease tension in the
Mid-East, Awadisadvocating U.S.
support for both sides. He said that
if the U.S. were to simply switch
its support from the Israelis to the
Palestinians, another forty years of
high tension and violent coexis-
tence would result. By supporting
both sides, Awad, believes the U S.
can play apositive role in quelling
the tension.

Most importantly, however,
Awad called for non-violence i in
thereglon Hesaid,“The holy land
is not holy anymore™ and that the
region has become a“landof war.”
He praised the efforts of President <

‘Bush and Secretary of State Baker -

in getting the Middle East nations .
together to talk. Awad called on

- everyone to grab the hand of a Jew

andanArabandtobea“bndeg

“maker” for peace because “we do

not need to hate someone because
his behefs are different than us. g
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Grades

Continued from page 1

from students with averages in the
90 to 93 or 94 range, grades that
would have been A’s in the old
system. Hernandez agreed, argu-
ing that a system that hurts the
better students should be reevalu-
ated. Hernandez also disliked the
idea that Davidson should adopt a
grading system thal is popular
nationwide.

“I have heard Davidson being
compared continually to other
people. It makes me wonder if we
want change our mascot’s name to
Monkey Bird or something,” he
said.

In making his statement, Long
stopped to reiterate one point: “In
most cases (in all cases, one would
hope), the professor will adjust to
the new system so that there is no
significant difference in the over-
all distribution of his or her grades.”

Most of the arguments against
the new system are based on the
assumption that grades will fafl.
The Registrar has provided datato
help determine if grades will in
fact fall because of the system.
However, panelists on both sides
acknowledged that there is simply
not enough data to provide an
accurate indication of the minus
system’seffecton stdents’ grades.

Still, the preliminary data pro-

duced by the Registrar indicates

that the new system’s effect on
GPA'sisnegligible. The Davidson
cumulative GPA decreased by less
than .1 of a grade point. Many
argue that such a decrease is too

slim to be significant, and-that, .
after taking other factors into ac-

count, therelsnorealproof thatthe
minus system was primarily re-
sponsible forthe dmp .

Bums, however. speculated
that the slight decrease might be
due to the fact that many profes-
sors did not adjust their grading
scale to the new system. For in-
stance, a professor could have given
aB+toastudentthinking of the B+
of the old system (worth 3.5 grade
points). The unlucky student this
semester received 3.0 grade points
for that B+.

Sisler argued that “no dlffer-
ence [in grades],”howeverslight,”
is- negligible,” and that any de-

_crease should be grounds for
reevaluation of the system. She
also argued that there is really no
need for the finer distinctions that
the new system allows, and ex-
pressed concem about lower
GPAs’ effect on students that are
applying to graduate schools. She
reiterated the argument that the
system penalizes “A” students,
maintaining thatasking studentsat
Davidsontogeta93 toearnan “A™
is asking too much.

" Finally, John Morris prefaced
his comments by saying that he
believed that the minus system is
‘here t0 stay. Gwm that, he sup-

poned minor adjustments to the .

new syslem. such as lowering the
numencal value of an A- from 90
to880r89.

‘ Somesmdentshaveargwdmat
lower grades due.to the minus
. system will lesscn theuchanm of
being aecepled to law:_school.

Acmally, the- new. system will’

-probably have little: effect. The

main reason is that a national serv-
ice, the LSDAS, adjusts all the
different grade scales and systems
from different universities around
the country into one scale, and then
sends the changed GPA’s on to
Law Schools.

The Davidsonian also talked
to law school admissions officials
at the University of Georgia,
Chapel Hill, and Virginia. Eliza-
beth Furr, Assistant Dean - of
Admissions at Chapel Hill, indi-
cated that she: never considered

Davidson’s grades inflated in the ~

past. She assured this reporter that
because the admissionscommittee
takes into account class rank and
the excellent performance of
Davidson graduatesin the past, the
minus system will have little effect
on the admission of future
Davidson applicants.

Dr. Marc Galvin, Director of
Student Affairs at the law school at
Georgia, had a similar opinion. He
indicated that Davidson hasalways
been well thought of, and that the
new grading .system’s effect on
grades would have little effect on
admission of Davidson students to
the law school. The Virginia ad-
missions office would not com-
ment on their process of admis-
sion. ‘

Although the data indicate that
the GPA of the average Davidson
student will notchange drastically
by the switch, students on scholar-
ship might well be affected signifi-
cantly. Some students will have to
now make higher grades to main-
tain a certain GPA. That grade
difference can mean the loss of
badly needed money on the part of
students. Matt Bumstead, a mem-
bet of thb‘audxence:asked ifthose

GPA requirements might be low--
_ered, Long: answered *'possibly.”
‘According to professor Long, prob-

lems of adjdstment to the new
system--should they be confirmed
by further evidence--will probably
come under review at faculty
meetings.

" Thenew system was not hast-
ily considered and implemented.
On January. 17,1989, a request
was made by a faculty member for
the Educational Policy Committee

“(the committee where policy
changes of this kind must origi- -

nate) to consider the minus sys-
tem, and it was later considered
and sent on for the faculty to hear.
Before the faculty voted on the

new policy; a forum was held by
the SGA to discuss the issue (fall -
of the 89-90 academic year). Fi- -

nally, on March 7, 1990, the fac-
ulty heard the policy and approved
it by a 40 to 29 vote. The faculty
subsequently decided to wait and
implement the policy in the fall of
the 91-92 academic year.

Despite the arguments that

- surfaced at the forum last Wednes-

day, the policy will probably not
be reversed. Based on his impres-
sions of the opinion of the faculty

"as a whole, Professor Long said
‘there was “not much” of a chance

of the faculty considering a return
totheoldsystemamusum Dean
Williams also does not foresee a

reconsideration of the new system, -

at least not until 4 or 5 years have

passed so that differences can be -

studied ma'oughlyandetfecuvely
Still, SGA President Cammie

Covington and Registrar Sue Ross
emphasized that students do have

fect.

a voice,if not a vote, in decisions

suchasthese,and encouraged them

to use it. Long did observe that the
forum itself was “keeping the is-
sue alive” for future discussion
and reevaluation. Two students
have seats on the Educational Pol-
icy Committee, the committee
where any policy change like the
minus grade system must origi-
nate.

Alpha

Continued from phge 1

nent of a fraternity such as A Phi
A for three years, said that many
students feel that Patterson Court
failstorepresentalot of the diver-
sity and culture that exists in the
Davidson community, and that
with the creation of this frater-
nity, many holes will be filled.

. “Wehaven’tdone enough for
the Davidson community. With
many minorities and whites from
‘across the tracks’ inthe college’s
work force and in Davidson and
Comelius, the college needs to
tie-in to them somehow. APhi A

-will provide that tie-in,” said Mc-

Callister.

McCallister went on to say
that, although Davidson prom-
isesa complete liberal arts educa-
tion, its students often fail to take

advantage of the diversity that

exists oncampus. With APhi A,
he said, Davidson will truly pro-
duce well-rounded individuals.

Dean John Eaves said that
students felt they needed a way to
“assogiate with family and friends
who have A Phi A or other black
fraternity backgrounds. Notonly,
he said, will A Phi A give its
members a tie-in to the commu-
nity, but it will also give its mem-
bers a nationwide connection
wherever they may- go.

When asked about the effect
A Phi A may have on the enroll-
ment of black students at
Davidson, Eaves said, “This will
have an immediate positive ef-
When students look at a
school they look for something to

----1
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identify with. Oftén students are
less inclined to enroll when that
identification is not immediate.
" APhi A will bringadefinite added
enticement to these students.”

At the moment, not all of the
prospective members are African-
American. A few white students,
as well as one Hispanic student
have showed interestin the frater-
nity.

A Phi A’s creation passed
unanimously when brought up
before the CCRL (Committee on
Campus and Religious Life), and
was also giventhe go-ahead back-
ing from President Kuykendall.
It expects to be given its official
charter from the national organi-
zation within the next three to
four weeks. -

A Phi A will share the BSC’s
house for its functions, but willbe
a separate entity from the BSC.
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