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Dr. John Knykendall announced Bakzr s donation Friday.

By Jay Jennlnss
News of a surprise college
announcement brought the

.. Davidson community to Love Au-
< ditorium Friday afternoon. Presi-
- - dent Kuykendall announced Th-
. ompson S. Baker’s $5 million gift

'in a ceremony complete with a
", giant banner and a festive rendi-
- tion of Davidson’s alma mater.

The contribution by Baker,

classof ¢26, is the largest giftbyan
- individual in Davidson’s history.

The money will be used to fund
merit scholarships. which, accord-
ing to Dean of Admissions Nancy
Cable Wells, will “provide the
opportunity to bring the best of the
best from across the country to

Davidson.” Kuykendall, who was -

“overwhelmed” by this extremely

generous gift, says that the dona-
tion will “ensure the success of
future Davidsonians.”

The Baker name is already
closely connected with Davidson,
as his previous donation helped
create Baker Sports Complex.
Unfortunately, Mr. Baker was un-
able to attend the dedication of the

" sports complex due to an injury.

Friday’s ceremony in his honor
was, thus, doubly importantto him.
In his remarks, Baker quipped,

“Everytime I come to Davidson, I -

break something. The last time 1
came itwas my hip; this time it was
my pocket book.”

Atthe ceremony, Kuykendall
read an excerpt from the 1926 edi-
tion of Quips and Cranks which
described “Brassy Baker” and pre-

dicted his future |mpact on
Davidson College. ,

Baker; who played football
while at Davidson, was honored
when the senior football players
presented him with a Wildcat foot-
ball helmet and made him an hon-
orary member of their team.

The announcement was made
in conjunction with the annual
Board of Visitors meeting. Baker
joined the Board of Visitors in
1966. He was subsequently re-
elected so often that he was made a
lifetime member in 1981.

Baker’s gift pushes the Cam-
paign for Davidson one step closer
toits $150 million goal, raising the
amount of donations for scholar-
ships from $29 million to $34 mil-
lion.

Support athletics or risk
Division I status, AD says

By Mandy Curtis
“If our basketball program
cannot help generate revenue for

itself and our other programs, then .

we need to make plans to move to
another divisional level within the
NCAA,” wrote Athletic Director
Terry Holland in an April 3 letter
to alumni asking for their support
and commitment.

Without a season ticket base
of 2,000 supporters, Division I ath-

letics at Davidson cannotcontinue,
From the time of Holland’s arrival
four years ago, the Department of
Athletics has tried to reach that
base support. Even after much
promotion, however, only 163
Davidson alumni bought 353 sea-
son tickets this year.

In the letter addressed to
nearby residing alumni, Holland
explains the severity of the situa-
tion that could reverse Dav:dson s

Davidson wrecks #1
r_anked Georgia Tech

By Will Cobb

For the second time in four
years, the Davidson baseball team
traveled to face the number one
team in the country, and walked
away a giant killer, 6-4. The game
of baseball will always remain mys-
terious with the capability of any
team- defeating another. During
Spring Break of 1990, the Wild-
cats traveled to face the number
one Miami Hurricanes, winning 3-
2 The day before last Wednesday’s
game, Davidson suffered an em-
barrassing loss to UNC-Greens-
boro, 13-3, and Georgia Tech
racked up 28 runs in a rout over
Georgia State. Facing a team aver-
aging over 10 runs a game, the
Wildcats had their hands full, but

kept control.

Davidson used good team de-
fense combined with good situ-
ational hitting to pull of the upset.

- Pollard went 8.1 innings, scatter-

ing 11 hits and giving up just 3
earned runs to improve his record
to 3-5 on the season. “Pollard did a
great job of holding runners and
shutting down thier team speed.
He always seemedin control,” said
head coach Dick Cooke.

A big emotional boost for the
Wildcats came in the third inning.
Following a double by Tech’s
Garciaparra, the next batter
grounded to Pollard, who threw to
Clay Hall at first, who then threw

to Chad Blackwelder at third fora

athletic program. Already, $2.5
million of the $3 million athletic
budget comes college’s annual
budget. Because that amount will
not change, the programs need to

- raise,money from outside sources.

Traditionally, schools with Divi-
sion I athletics make up the differ-
encein funding throughticketsales.

Holland explained that usu-
ally Division I athletics flourish
because of fans beyond the imme-
diate college community. Divi-
sion III programs, on the other
hand, do not tend to produce rev-
enue. Describing Davidson as a

“hybrid,” Holland said we are a -

combination of the two: a college
with Division I programs and no
revenue. -

The Athletic Department
hopes to elicit an honest answer

See Div. 1 on page 14

SPRING FROLICS

The spring celebration lnclnded shuman gymscope on
Friday afternoon. See story on page 2.
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Trustees to vote on Statement of Purpose

By Court McBryde

The Statement of Purpose and -

Trustee by-laws stand as pressing
issues which the Board of Trustees
must address at their meeting this
week.
Statement of Purpose

In the fall of 1992, Chairman
Craig Wall appointed a committee
toreevaluate the Statement of Pur-
pose. Both students and faculty
suggested the re-examination.

on making the Statement more in-
clusive, more reflective of the
college’s reality, and closer to the

- way Davidson wants to be viewed.
The committee then proposed a .

revision. Copies of the revised
version were submitted to the full
Board and campus community.
The Board of Trustees will
make their final vote this week.
President Kuykendall says that the
Board, if necessary, can propose

Trustee By-Laws

At the February meeting of
the Board of Trustees, former SGA
president Alden Smith proposed a
reexamination of the qualifications
for serving on the Board of Trust-
ees. Currently, atrustee mustbe an
active member of a Christian
church. Allison Sabel, SGA Vice-
President, said that the Board tabled
the issue,

sophomore pitcher Chris Pollard See Cats on page 14 - _ The committee concentrated ' further revisions to the Statement. See SOP onpage2
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Flasher, larcenies add
to campus crime scare

By Jeff Kent

In the past week there have
been several larcenies and other
variouscrimes across the Davidson
campus. Residence Life recently
sent out a memo warning students
of suspicious characters and un-
registered solicitors.

Although this mini-crime
wave has not reached epidemic
proportions, police warn students
to be on the lookout.

Thecrimes include several lar-
cenies of wallets, book bags and a
bicycle, as well as an incident of
vandalism and even a flasher. Most
of the larcenies occurred either in
academic buildings or in the li-
brary, where unattended articles
were taken from offices or open
areas,

The police department stresses
that with these thefts, students and
facuity should take precautions to
secure their valuables and keep an
eye out for suspicious-looking
characters.

The flasher exposed himself
to an unsuspecting pedestrian on
Monday, April 11 at 9:15 a.m. on
Jackson Court. The perpetrator
remains unidentified, but there

have been no other reports of
flashings since that time,

This week, Richard Terry of
the Residence Life Office sent out
a memo concerning solicitors on
Davidson campus. Dean William
Terry says that there have been

“more incidents of uninvited and

unwelcome solicitors” on campus
this semester than in years past.

He cites at least four such in-
cidents this semester and says that
police have had a few uncomfort-
able altercations with the solici-
tors.

Dean Terry says that the

college’s main concernis the safety .

of the students and their posses-
sions. The solicitors often wait
outside of residence halls until
someone lets them in, then wander
the halls unattended.

Although no specificinstances
have been reported, these sales-
men, who often work for “fly by
night” type of operations, have the
potential to enter dorm rooms and
remove items or harrass students.
Dean Terry stresses that any stu-
dents who encounter solicitors
shouldimmediately call Residence
Life or the campus police.

By Court McBryde

The Dean of Students Selec-
tion Committee submitted its fi-
nal recommendation to President
Kuykendall after the three final
candidates for Dean recently vis-
ited Davidson.

The final candidates came “to
sce Davidson life, meet the Presi-
dent, and meet the students,” says
committee member  Eric
IRosenbach. :

Dean of Students to be
approved by Trustees

The long proces:s in search of a |-

new Dean will draw to a close at
the meeting of the Board of Trust-
ees on April 21 and 22. The|
President will make his recom-
mendation to the Trustees, who
will then vote on the issue.
Rosenbach says, “Ultimately,
it is the President’s decision on
who the new Dean will be. We
[the Selection Committ¢e] only
serve as an advisory committee.”

Pholo by Amy l.aukkaum

Velcro handball and other Union toys entertalned the Spring Frolicers on the football fleld Friday

afternoon.

Spring Frolics defies dreary forecast

By Phoebe Dean

Students, faculty, and staff
made “Much Ado About Nothing”
this weekend at Spring Frolics, in
spite of threatening weather pre-
dictions which materialized on
Friday. '

The festivities beganon Thurs-
day evening when acoustic guitar-
ist David LaMotte performed on
the patio behind Vail Commons.

On Friday afternoon, although
the start of the show was delayed
by a thunderstorm, Vertical Hori-
zon opened for Jackopierce at Ri-
chardson Field. People played fris-
bee, threw footballs, and hula-
hooped; others enjoyed eating,
drinking, and sitting in the sun.

The Human Gyroscope was a
popular attraction. “My friends on
the wrestling team paid the man

five dollars to try and make me

sick,” laughed Os Prioleau, who
had just eaten at the Waffle House.

Friday night, the Cultural
'Events Committee and the Inter-

N,

Houses do not serve food by rules

By William Robert

According to N.C. State Stat-
ute 130A-249, Patterson Court
houses would receive low marks
forfood preparation and serving as
well as for general sanitation.

Section 2609 of the statute
states that food preparers “shall
use clean, plasticdisposable gloves
or sanitized utensils during food
preparation.” The cooks at most of
the houses rarely, if ever, use plas-
tic gloves when handling the food
throughout the preparation process.

Food served in a buffet or cus-
tomerself-service fashion must, in
order to meet the sanitary man-

dates, “be protected in such man-

ner that the direct line from the
customer’s mouth to the food be
intercepted by glass' or similar

shields.” These shields serve to -

protect the contamination of food

“by customers coughmg and “J. -
sneezing.” They can vary in style, B

from those in the hot meal serving
line at Vail Commons to those"
over the Commons’ salad and al--

ternative bars.
Such protections do not exist

at any of the houses on Patterson
Court; there, food is simply placed
on a table for public.consumption.
Members of Pi Kappa Alpha serve
themselves in the kitchen, which
violates Secfion 2610 of the North
Carolina Administrative Code.
Aside from Rusk and Phi Delta
Theta, none of the houses provides
coversof any sort for food contain-
ers in the intervals between the
serving of one individual and the
next. The statute also explicitly
states that at the conclusion of a
meal served buffet-style,
unconsumed food left on the Serv-

ing line “shall be discarded.” This
mandate differs dramatically from
the policies of various houses. The
best “leftover policy” of the houses
investigated is that of Rusk where
they throw out all leftovers after a
24-hour period. Phi Delta Theta
keeps any substantial leftovers for
two to three days. Connor waits
until Sunday before discarding their
leftovers; others save theirs forone
calendar week. The most unsani-
tary scenario is at Kappa Sigma
and Pi Kappa Alpha, where left-
oversremainfor unspecified length
of time,
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national Studen_ts 'Association
transformed the 900 Room into a
“Tropical Paradise.” About 200
people enjoyed the South Ameri-

-can band, wild pina coladas and

daiquiris, and Mexican food from
El Cancun. The event was a huge
success.

“It’s great to see so many

“people here,” said Don Jayasinghe..

“Usually. the International Ball
doesn’t attract so much attention.”

On Saturday, the band Rear
Window played on the Commans
patio. Later that night, the Films
Committee showed the.movie
“Much Ado About Nothing” in the

900 Room. The Union Board also
sponsored a Midnight Breakfast at
the Outpost with free food for the
first 100 people.

" Davidson Outdoors organized
two trips this weekend in conjunc-
tion with Spring Frolics: Nantahala
whitewater rafting and a day hike

to Stone Mountain.

Enjoying the unexpected sun-
shine, Allison Milligan found
Spring Frolics “the perfect excuse
to goof .off.” Rosie- Molinary,
Union Social Vice-President, com-
ments, “It was just nice to see so
much of the campus come to-
gether.”

Statement of Purpose may change

SOP continued from page 1

The SGA recommended that
this qualificationbe removed. SGA
President Eric Rosenbach says that
the current restrictions preclude
the valuable leadership and ser-
vice of influential non-Christians.
Kuykendall took the SGA’s

recommendation, researched the
issue, and has submitted his report
to the Board. Kuykendall con-
ducted abackground study on simi-
lar policies at other Christian
schools. The Board of Trustees -
Executive Committee will give a
report about this to the full board
at next week’s meeting.

- NOW SELLING...

| New Release 4/19:
Jackopierce Bringing on the
| Weather

Don't miss the Hometown
Records Union Study Break/
C. D Swap 8pm Thursday,
Aprll 21st' |

IUMDs @L’ New snd Used
CDs at Discount Prices!

Lakeshore Market Place: 896-7882
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Alumm Weekend approaches reumtmg 500 with old fne ‘ lﬁs

By WendyLee

FwehundredDavndlongmdu

ates will inundate the college cam-
pus for the upcoming Alumni
Weekend, April 22:23. Graduates
from the classes of ‘49, ‘50, ‘54,

‘59 ‘69. and ‘74 will retum to.
renunuce with old friends and to
checkoutthe changes in their alma
mater. Bob Knight, chairman of
the class of *49, looks forward to
the weekend whicliwi}l enable him

to “see cllumam and. fntomity
brothers I haven't seen in years:
According to Knight, 50 class of
'49 alumni from all around the
SouthelstandasfnrnTexas,Con

. necucut. Michigan, lndum, and

Chambers.

Germuny_ are retumning.

The classes of °49 and ‘50
will hold a joint reunion; each of
the other classes will hold separate
reunions. Several events, howcver,
will bring the entire group together.

Friday, Davidson graduates

'Dean Will Terry *54 and President
John Kuykendall *59 will address '

their classmates on “Reflections
ona Quarter Century at Davidson”

. and “Davidson College Today”

respectively.’

Saturday morning will feature
a cake race with cakes donated by
faculty and staff. A reception will

“follow at Baker Sports Complex
_ sponsored by the Davidson Ath-

¥ letic Foundation.

From the Archlves
Mysteries of Chambers revealed

By Towner Blackstock

Never fear, Susan Beale; the
answers to your questions of last
- week and more await you. Here’s
all you ever wanted to know about
€hambers Building and its statues,
roof, and bell: .

The two statues above the en-
trance to Chambers are the Cham-
bermaids. If you look closely you
will notice thatthey are laughing at
us poor overworked students. In-
trospection stands on the left hold-

ing amirrorandabook. The statue :

on the right, Expression, sports a
writing quill and anotherbook. The
two women lean against a stylized
version of the college seal, which

President onthe pediment. Appar-

ently, the College condoned, per-

haps even directed, that effort.
Students also could not stay

off the roof of New Chambers. .

Photos show fraternity men of the

“20s visiting the roof after their

initiations, held in what we now
call Perkins Auditorium. Back
then, it was an unfinished room of.
somber stone.. With the remodel-
ing of 1961 and the subsequent
boarding up of the four great win-
dows, Perkins definitely lost its
grand charm. The roof, however,
still calls students. Some dare to
climb the tall trees flanking the

front columns; I have even seen .

bell (if we are not going.to ring it

anymore) might be on a memorial

platform on Richardson Plaza, or

even in front of Chambers.
Icannothelpbutmentionsome

pranks involving the bell. - In the

‘last century. it was habit for stu-

dents to try to steal the College
Bell in hopes of not hearing its call
to wake up for classes. Others
wouldringitatnightand run away.
In one case, the night-time mis-
chief-makers continued to clang
the bell until the faculty arrived,
but then beat off the beleaguered
professors with rocks and sticks.
About ten years ago, a couple of
jokers found the switch inside

symbolizes the tri-
umph of Provi- -

If you look closely you will |

Chambers for the
College Bell. Late

dence and learn- . . . at night, they
ingoverevil. The notlce that [the tWO Statues] would sit in the
pieceishuge, with are laughing at us basement with the
the Chamber- o : » . switch laughing,
maids- standing poor OverWQrkEd StUdentS while the police ran
larger than life. around outside

-People do indeed climb the
roof of Chambers. I've done ‘it
myself a few times. | remember
sitting on the dome of Chambers

with a couple of friends one mom-

ing, waiting for the sun to finish
rising. A manwalking towards the
front entrance of Chambers from

the direction of the Guest House -

waved and called out, “Don’tfall!”

We then realized it was Dr. Kuyk-
endall. ) '

~ People have climbed the roof

of Chambers since the completion

- of Old Chambers in 1858.. The

open-aircupolaon top gave folksa

some folks using rappelling gear
to do that. I have always gone
through the attic, climbed one flight
of stairs, gone through the roof
hatch, and voila. Of course, to get
on the dome takes a little more
effort. - A pair of climbing shoes
helps. The view is great, consider-
ing that once you get to the top of

"the dome you stand fully six sto-

spectacular view. One could even

getonto the cornice of the massive

. frontpediment (the triangular gable.

held up by columns) through a
small hatch which blended into the
pediment face. I have seen photos
of people wandering all over the
roof. Apparently, no one minded.
Back in 1915 when Woodrow
Wilson visited Davidson, some-
one painted a large likeness of the

ries above some of the highest

ground in Mecklenburg county.
While on the roof, you might
walk around to the back of the
dome to see the College Bell. The
burning of Old Chambers in 1921
destroyed the old bell, so the next
year Brevard McDowell ‘69 do-
nated the present one. An impres-
sive inscription dedicates ittothose
Davidson students who made the
ultimate sacrifice during World

- WarOne. Its very place on the roof

‘has caused the community to all

but forget the dedication, and its
recent silence does not help. Per-
haps a more fitting place for the

with their flashlights pointing up
at the roof. In that year the Physi-
cal Plant was instructed to cut off
the power to the Bell during Com-

mencement in case the mysterious .

“malfunctions” might start up dur-
ing the ceremonies..

There you have it: the myster-
ies of Chambers revealed. I am
sorry I cannot tell you about the
double hinges or how many deaths

can be attributed to them. But
_before we run out of space, here is

another mystery revealed: Yes,

Susan, people really have been |

locked in the library both by acci-
dent (silly freshmen) and for fun
(silly upperclassmen). 1 remem-
ber hearing about one couple who
hid after closing with the intention
of performing:some #morous ac-

tivities between the stacks. They .
had no problem getting locked in,

but they were surprised to encoun-
ter in the library twoother couples
that night who had the same ‘idea
they did. -

Alumni service awards and a
Distinguished Alumnus award will
be presented Saturday afternoon.

A bllld party will be lnld for

the 69 and *74 classes in the 900
Room of the Union on Saturday
night. Tony Orsbon, class of *69,
says that those lnvolwdm odlly.
excited about their 25th reunion.

John Cook, assistsitt %0 the
director of Alumni Relations, says
that this year’s Alumni Weekend
will be smaller than last year’s
reunion of over 1100 alums be-
cause some classes opted to hold
their reunions on Homecoming
weekend thig year.

Cook says that 25 to 30 stu-
dent volunteers will help staff the
various dinners and receptions.

The Alumni Relations staff,
including Nancy Blackwell, Denise
Allen, Linda Kunkle, Brian Tarr,
and Matt Terrell, has been work-
ing hard on the weekend

Quips & Cranks to be
published in fall

By Carrie Blackburn

Spring no longer means stu-
dents signing yearbooks to pro-
crastinate. Traditionally,Quips and
Cranks has been issued in the
spring, but this year students will
have to wait until next fall.

- Editor-in-Chief Angela Cap-
illary decided to switch to a fall
delivery date, which most colleges
have, because “too much was miss-
ing,” including spring sports, ac-
tivities, and graduation.

Capillary says, “It’s going to
be a little bit later . . . but what’s in
it is good.”

Response to the late pubhca-
tion date has been generally favor-
able, especially since graduation
will be included. “At first,” says
Capiliary, “people are surprised,
but when I explain, they think it’s
really cool. They want to have a
quality book.”

Senior Francis Mitchell
agrees: “Signing them is not really
abigdeal like it was in highschool,
so it’s fine with me.”

During the last week in Au-

gust, yearbooks will be mailed to
seniors at their home addresses.
Quips and Cranks will use $1,000
of its $30,000 budget to cover the
shipping costs.

Previously, the yearbook staff
has had to complete the entire book
by.March. The additional sec-
tions, however, place a greater de-
mand on staff members. Capil--
lary, who stayed on campus until
Christmes Eveto-mest-adeadiine,- .
will remain on campus after gradu-
ation to continue work on the year-
book.

Caplllary says the staff has
tried to make the yearbook more
representative of the entire student
body. They have made an attempt
to recruit pictures from a variety of
students, butwhen studentresponse
is minimal staff members mustrely
ontheir friends, creating animbal-
ance of representation. Student
comments also have been added
throughout the yearbook, espe-
cially in academics.

Capillary says, “The quality

| of the book will be a lot better.”

A rn:h delicious brMe
| with Ben & Jerry’s,
ice cream or frozen
yogurt, hot fudge and
fresh whlpped cream!
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Homosexuality at Davidson: accounts from our community

By Ashiyn Dannelly
‘Until recent years, homo-
sexual members of the Davidson
College eommunity have been ex-

vealing their sexuahty While ho-
mosexuality is not currently ac-
cepted by everyone across the
board, there appears to be a rising
sensitivity to the issue within
Davidson.

A faculty perspective

One homosexual faculty
member says that, “neither the ad-
ministration nor the faculty is in-
terested in my personal

other small, elite, private, liberal
arts colleges when it allows its
students to suffer.”

The teacher says, “The mate-
rial I teach is important, not any-
thing about my life. At any rate,

. wouldn’t—and couldn’t—be a

spokesperson for all homosexuals.
That would be presumptuous. .. .1
really believe in students talking to
students and students educating
students about sexuality issues.”
An alumni perspective
One alumna, who graduated

. inthe mid-80’s, says that Davidson

at that time “was not a good place
to be if you were gay.” Six or
seven peoplein my classwhocame

hasn’t changed mytlnng atall.”
The student perspective -
Junior Hal Dougherty and se-
nior David Nutant came out pub-
licly at Davidson’s Sexuality Fo-
rum in March. According to
Dougherty, he did it “to promote
'understanding and acceptance.” He
also hoped to “pave the road for
others to come out.” Nutant says,

“For me, [the forum] emphasized

thatImightbe on this conservative
campus, but therg is no reason I
should hide this fact.”

Nutant’s and Dougherty’s
openness differs greatly from the
attitudes they had when:they first
arrived at Davidson. Dougherty

life. Davidson is a very
private place. However,
1 don’t mean that any-
thing goes.” The teacher
adds, “The highest em-
phasis here is placed on
the quality of one’s teach-
ing and research.”
Thatfaculty member

Anything dealing with
sexuality was criticized on
this campus. At Davidson,

gay culture goes over as

well as big hair.

Hal Dougherty

transferred to Davidsonas
a sophomore, then took
two years off before re-
turning this year as a jun-
ior. Upon his initial ar-
rival, he says, “I basically
said that I wasn’t going to
deal with my homosexu-
ality when I came to
Davidson. I wanted to fit

finds it interesting when

sexuality issues come up in the

classroom, saying, “Those students
who know someone who is gay
have a deeper grasp of how com-
plicated sexuality is. I also have
students who say. they don’t know
anyone who is gay or lesbian. I tell
them that they just don’t know that
they know those people.”

Speaking about being "out of
the closet," the faculty member
says, “I don’t feel that I must try to

. hidemy sexuality; atthe sarne time,

I don’t mention it to people in
passing. It doesn’t come up in
every conversation.”

In terms of being the subject
of gossip, the teacher says, “I'm
not aware of having been the sub-
ject of discussion by other faculty
members or administration .
People seem non-discriminatory,

open-minded, fair, and compas-.

sionate.”

Referring to student attitudes
toward homosexuals, the teachér
says, “It concerns me that other
schools with whom Davidson likes
to compare itself have made more
progresson thisissue . . . here there
is debate and uncertainty . . . 1
wouldlike tosee thatstudents could

be ‘out’ here without fear of harm, .-

discrimination, and ostracism ..
Davidson sets itself apart from

Dnvidenn Iistorical Bite

out after graduating . . . that is
probably only one-third of the ac-
tual number of out alums.”

She says that there are “tricky
politics” tocoming outof the closet.
As a professional, she says, “I sus-
pect that job security is a large
concern for Davidson alums. .. so
many of us have high profile jobs

. . it can make you vulnerable on
a professional level.”

She did not realize she was a
lesbian until shortly after gradua-
tion. She made a point to return to
Davidson and tell some of her
former teachers they "have been
tremendously supportive.”

She speculates that she and
the other gay members of her class

“may have just poured a lot of .
-energy. into doing other things. At

Davidson, lots of people spend
more time on academm than in-
ter-personal issues.”

She had an almost entirely
positive reaction from her friends
to her coming out of the closet. “In
countering prejudice, it is impor-
tant that you know people well ... .
of all my close friends from

' Davidson, only one has rejected

me.”
She glves “so much credit to

.. Davidson for the close ties formed

with professors. My coming out

Grmt Ways to say "Thanks, Mom"!

Remember Mom on Mother's
'Day, Sunday, May 8 with: |
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n...1didn’tfeel like I had
any outlet to pursue dealing with
my sexuality.”

_Nutant says, “It wasn’t until
sophomore year that I realized how
hard it would be to deal with that
here. Anything dealing with sexu-
ality was criticized on this campus

.. it’s a very homogeneous cam-
pus.” Dougherty adds, “On this
campus, gay culture goes over as
well as big hair. But Charlotte is
progressing.”

During his sophomore’ year,
Nutant became more open about
his homosexuality because he “had
afairly openly gay friend. . . it was

" sort of realizing something that

was always there and owning up to
it. It wasn’t going away, and 1
shouldn’t repress it.” Nutant
opened up even more after spend-
ing his junior year in France. He
says, "[friends there] knew from

the start I was gay. After living a

year like that, where it wasn’t even

an issue, I came back and said,

“This is who I am, accept it.””
Similarly, aftertwo yearsaway

from Davidson, Dougherty had

“good friends with whom 1 felt
comfortable. They helped me feel
safe. WhenIcame back, I had faith
in the school and in the people.
Somehow, I found a niche.” He

adds, “My homosexuality is not a

cbonce _

Regarding the faculty s treat-
‘ment of homosexuality asanissue,
Dougherty says, “There hasbeen a
lack of interest. [The faculty] have
all these interests in campus life,
yet they don’t really deal with ho-
mosexuality.” Nutantsays, “When
there was all this debating about
FLAG, (in the fall of 1991) [the
faculty] kept a low profile . . . it
should be part of the education
process. People should be more
aware of it.”

- In the classroom, Dougherty
encountered situations where the

teacher assamed, when asking a

question, that'he would date a
“novia,” which in Spanish means a
girlfriend. “They assume you are
going to say the opposite sex.” He
says, “Even an innocent mistake in
gender translation elicits juvenile

giggling.”

Nutant encountered one pub-.

lic display of homophobia at a
- Patterson Courtparty, where some-
one screamed; “freak” and “fag.”
Nutant attributes the incident to
his différent method of dressing.
“They were harping on him be-
cause he wasdifferent,” Dougherty
says. “Funderstand the fear of the
unknown, but I don’t understand
the hatred.”
Referring to Davndson 8
progress with the homosexuality
issue, Dougherty says, “This place
has progressed. Dave and I are
very optimistic. We’re not angry
at the campus. We’re understand-
ing.” Nutant adds, “It would be
interesting to be a freshman and be
part of the change that will hap-
pen.” He encourages students to
“not deal with homosexuality as
this abstract thing because we're
everywhere [snap. snap.]”
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