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generousgift, says that the dona-
tion will "ensure the success of
future Davidsonians."

The Baker name is already
closelyconnectedwith Davidson,
as his previous donation helped
create Baker Sports Complex.
Unfortunately,Mr.Baker wasun-
able toattend thededication of the
sports complex due to an injury.
Friday's ceremony in his honor
was,thus,doubly important tohim.
In his remarks, Baker quipped,
"EverytimeIcome to Davidson,I
break something. The last timeI
cameitwasmy hip;this timeitwas
my pocket book."

At theceremony,Kuykendall
readanexcerptfrom the1926 edi-
tion ofQuips and Cranks which
described"BrassyBaker" andpre-

dieted his future impact on
Davidson College.

Baker, who played football
while at Davidson, was honored
when the senior football players
presentedhimwithaWildcat foot-
ballhelmetandmadehimanhon-
orarymemberof their team.

Theannouncementwasmade
in conjunction with the annual
Boardof Visitorsmeeting. Baker
joined the Board of Visitors in
1966. He was subsequently re-
electedsooftenthathewasmadea
lifetime member in 1981.

Baker's gift pushes theCam-
paign for Davidsononestepcloser
toits $150milliongoal,raisingthe
amount of donations for scholar-
shipsfrom$29million to$34mil-
lion.

ByJay Jennings

Support athletics or risk
DivisionIstatus, AD says

leticsatDavidsoncannotcontinue.
Fromthe timeofHolland's arrival
four yearsago, the Department of
Athletics has tried to reach that
base support. Even after much
promotion, however, only 163
Davidson alumnibought 353 sea-
son tickets this year.

In the letter addressed to
nearby residing alumni, Holland
explains theseverity of the situa-
tionthatcouldreverseDavidson's

By MandyCurtis
"If our basketball program

cannot help generaterevenue for
itselfandourotherprograms,then
weneedto makeplans tomoveto
anotherdivisional level withinthe
NCAA," wrote Athletic Director
Terry Holland inanApril 3 letter
to alumni asking for their support
andcommitment.

Without a season ticket base
of2,000supporters,DivisionIath-

keptcontrol.
Davidsonusedgood teamde-

fense combined with good situ-
ationalhitting topullof theupset.
Pollard went 8.1 innings, scatter-
ing 11hits and giving up just 3
earnedruns toimprove hisrecord
to3-5on the season."Pollarddida
great jobof holding runners and
shutting down thier team speed.
Healwaysseemedincontrol,"said
headcoach Dick Cooke.

Abigemotional boostfor the
Wildcats came in the third inning.
Following a double by Tech's
Garciaparra, the next batter
grounded toPollard, who threw to
ClayHall at first,whothenthrew
toChadBlackwelder at third fora

SeeCatsonpage14

Homosexuality
Students,faculty,andalumsgive
personal accounts about their
experienceswith sexual orien-
tationat Davidson.

News 4

Davidson wrecks #1
ranked Georgia Tech

By Will Cobb
For the second time in four

years, theDavidsonbaseball team
traveled to face the number one
team in the country, and walked
awayagiantkiller,6-4.Thegame
ofbaseballwillalwaysremainmys-
terious with the capability of any
team defeating another. During
Spring Break of 1990, the Wild-
cats traveled to face the number
oneMiamiHurricanes,winning3-
2ThedaybeforelastWednesday's
game, Davidson suffered an em-
barrassing loss to UNC-Greens-
boro, 13-3, and Georgia Tech
rackedup 28 runs in a rout over
GeorgiaState.Facinga teamaver-
aging over 10 runs a game, the
Wildcats had their hands full,but
sophomore pitcher Chris Pollard
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By Court McBryde
TheStatementofPurpose and

Trusteeby-laws standas pressing
issueswhichtheBoardofTrustees
must addressat their meeting this
week.

Statement ofPurpose
In the fallof1992, Chairman

CraigWallappointedacommittee
toreevaluate the StatementofPur-
pose. Both students and faculty
suggested there-examination.

The committeeconcentrated

Just do it
"College isabout experience...
allaboutexpandinghorizonsand
exploring frontiers," says Ken
May.
Opinions 8

athletic program. Already, $2.5
millionof the $3 million athletic
budget comes college's annual
budget. Because that amount will
not change, the programsneed to
raisemoney fromoutsidesources.
Traditionally, schools withDivi-
sionIathletics makeup thediffer-
enceinfundingthroughticketsales.

Holland explained that usu-
ally Division Iathletics flourish
becauseof fans beyondthe imme-
diate college community. Divi-
sion HI programs, on the other
hand,donot tend toproduce rev-
enue. Describing Davidson as a
"hybrid," Holland said we are a
combination of the two:acollege
withDivisionIprograms and no
revenue.

The Athletic Department
hopes to elicit an honest answer

See Div.Ionpage14

Trustees to vote on Statement ofPurpose
TrusteeBy-Laws

At the February meeting of
theBoardofTrustees,formerSGA
president AldenSmithproposeda
reexaminationof thequalifications
for servingon the BoardofTrust-
ees. Currently,a trusteemustbean
active member of a Christian
church. AllisonSabel,SGAVice-
President,saidthat theBoardtabled
the issue.

See SOP onpage2

Soccer
Capitol
WorldCupexhibition r^Jgame onWednesday *^ "
Sports 13

onmakingthe Statement more in-
clusive, more reflective of the
college'sreality, andcloser to the
wayDavidsonwantstobeviewed.
The committee then proposed a
revision. Copies of the revised
versionweresubmitted to the full
Boardandcampus community.

The Board of Trustees will
make their final vote this week.
President Kuykendallsaysthatthe
Board, if necessary, can propose
furtherrevisions to theStatement.

#1Workload
Davidson students are known
to complain (and brag) about
their workload, butis it really
sobad?

Arts 10

Baker donates $5 million
Largest gift by single person to fund scholarships

PhotobyAmyLaukkanen

Dr.JohnKuykendall announcedBaker's donation Friday.

ByJay Jennings
News of a surprise college

announcement brought the
Davidsoncommunity toLoveAu-
ditoriumFriday afternoon. Presi-
dent Kuykendall announced Th-
ompsonS.Baker's $5 milliongift
in a ceremony complete with a
giant banner and a festive rendi-
tionof Davidson's almamater.

The contribution by Baker,
classof

'26,is thelargestgiftbyan
individual in Davidson's history.
The money will be used to fund
merit scholarships which,accord-
ingtoDeanof AdmissionsNancy
Cable Wells, will "provide the
opportunity tobringthebestofthe
best from across the country to
Davidson." Kuykendall,whowas
"overwhelmed" by this extremely

Springfrolics

Photoby AmyLaukkanen
Thespringcelebration included ahuman gyroscopeon
Fridayafternoon. See storyon page 2.



Dean of Students to be
approvedby Trustees

By Court McBryde
The Dean ofStudents Selec-

tion Committeesubmitted its fi-
nal recommendation toPresident
Kuykendall after the three final
candidatesforDean recently vis-
ited Davidson.

The final candidatescame "to
seeDavidson life,meet thePresi-
dent,and meet thestudents,"says
committee member Eric
Rosenbach.

The long process in search of a
new Deanwilldrawtoaclose at
themeetingoftheBoardofTrust-
ees on April 21 and 22. The
President will make his recom-
mendation to the Trustees, who
will thenvote on theissue.

Rosenbach says,"Ultimately,
it is the President's decision on
who the new Dean willbe. We
[the Selection Committee] only
serveas anadvisorycommittee."

SOPcontinuedfrompage1

TheSGA recommended that
thisqualificationberemoved.SGA
PresidentEric Rosenbachsaysthat
the current restrictions preclude
the valuable leadership and ser-
viceof influential non-Christians.

Kuykendall took the SGA's

Statement ofPurpose may change
recommendation, researched the
issue,andhas submittedhisreport
to the Board. Kuykendall con-
ductedabackgroundstudyonsimi-
lar policies at other Christian
schools. The Board of Trustees
Executive Committee willgive a
report about this to the fullboard
atnext week'smeeting.
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ByWilliamRobert
According toN.C.State Stat-

ute 130A-249, Patterson Court
houses would receive low marks
forfoodpreparation andservingas
wellas for general sanitation.

Section 2609 of the statute
states that food preparers "shall
useclean,plasticdisposablegloves
or sanitized utensils during food
preparation."Thecooksatmostof
thehousesrarely,ifever,useplas-
ticgloves whenhandling the food
throughoutthepreparationprocess.

Foodserved inabuffetor cus-
tomerself-servicefashion must,in
order to meet the sanitary man-
dates, "be protectedinsuch man-
ner that the direct line from the
customer's mouth to the foodbe
intercepted by glass or similar
shields." These shields serve to
protect the contaminationof food
"by customers' coughing and
sneezing." They can varyin style
from those in thehotmealserving
line at Vail Commons to those
over theCommons' salad and al-
ternative bars.

Suchprotections do notexist

Houses do not serve foodby rules
ingline "shallbe discarded." This
mandatediffersdramatically from
thepoliciesofvarioushouses.The
best"leftoverpolicy"of thehouses
investigated is that ofRusk where
they throwoutall leftovers after a
24-hour period. Phi Delta Theta
keeps anysubstantial leftovers for
two to three days. Connor waits
untilSundaybeforediscardingtheir
leftovers;otherssave theirsforone
calendar week. Themost unsani-
tary scenario is at Kappa Sigma
andPi Kappa Alpha, whereleft-
oversremainforunspecifiedlength
oftime.

at any of the houses on Patterson
Court;there,foodissimplyplaced
ona tableforpublic consumption.
Members ofPiKappaAlphaserve
themselves in the kitchen, which
violates Section 2610of theNorth
Carolina Administrative Code.
Aside from Rusk and Phi Delta
Theta,noneof thehousesprovides
coversofanysortforfoodcontain-
ers in the intervals between the
scrving'of one individual and the
next. The statute also explicitly
states that at the conclusion of a
meal served buffet-style,
unconsumed foodleft on theserv-
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ByJefTKent
In the past week there have

been several larcenies and other
variouscrimesacrosstheDavidson
campus. ResidenceLife recently
sentout a memowarningstudents
of suspicious characters and un-
registeredsolicitors.

Although this mini-crime
wave has not reached epidemic
proportions, police warnstudents
tobeon the lookout.

Thecrimesincludeseveral lar-
cenies of wallets,bookbagsanda
bicycle, as well as an incident of
vandalismandevena flasher.Most
ofthe larceniesoccurredeither in
academic buildings or in the li-
brary, where unattended articles
were taken from offices or open
areas.

Thepolicedepartmentstresses
thatwith thesethefts,students and
faculty should takeprecautions to
secure their valuablesandkeepan
eye out for suspicious-looking
characters.

The flasher exposedhimself
to anunsuspecting pedestrianon
Monday,April 11at 9:15 a.m. on
Jackson Court. The perpetrator
remains unidentified, but there

Flasher, larcenies add
to campus crime scare

have been no other reports of
flashings since that time.

This week, Richard Terry of
theResidence LifeOfficesentout
a memo concerningsolicitorson
Davidson campus. Dean William
Terry says that there have been
"more incidents of uninvited and
unwelcomesolicitors"oncampus
this semesterthan inyearspast.

Hecites at leastfour such in-
cidentsthis semesterandsays that
police have had a few uncomfort-
able altercations with the solici-
tors.

Dean Terry says that the
college'smainconcernisthesafety
of the students and their posses-
sions. The solicitors often wait
outside of residence halls until
someone lets themin,thenwander
the hallsunattended.

Althoughnospecificinstances
have been reported, these sales-
men, whooften work for "fly by
night" typeofoperations,havethe
potential toenterdormrooms and
removeitems or harrass students.
Dean Terry stresses thatany stu-
dents who encounter solicitors
shouldimmediatelycallResidence
Lifeor thecampuspolice.

ByPhoebe Dean
Students, faculty, and staff

made"MuchAdoAboutNothing"
this weekend atSpring Frolics, in
spite of threatening weather pre-
dictions which materialized on
Friday.

ThefestivitiesbeganonThurs-
day eveningwhenacousticguitar-
ist David LaMotte performed on
thepatiobehind Vail Commons.

OnFriday afternoon,although
the startof the show was delayed
bya thunderstorm,Vertical Hori-
zonopenedfor Jackopierceat Ri-
chardsonField. Peopleplayedfris-
bee, threw footballs, and hula-
hooped; others enjoyed eating,
drinking,and sitting in thesun.

The HumanGyroscope wasa
popularattraction. "Myfriendson
the wrestling teampaid the man
five dollars to try and make me
sick," laughedOs Prioleau, who
had justeatenatthe WaffleHouse.

Friday night, the Cultural
Events Committee and the Inter-

Spring Frolics defies dreary forecast
900 Room. TheUnionBoardalso
sponsoreda MidnightBreakfast at
the Outpost withfree food for the
first 100people.

DavidsonOutdoorsorganized
twotrips this weekendinconjunc-
tionwithSpringFrolics: Nantahala
Whitewaterrafting and a day hike
toStoneMountain.

Enjoyingtheunexpectedsun-
shine, Allison Milligan found
SpringFrolics "theperfect excuse
to goof off." Rosie Molinary,
UnionSocialVice-President,com-
ments, "It was justnice to see so
much of the campus come to-
gether."

national Students' Association
transformed the900 Room into a
"Tropical Paradise." About 200
peopleenjoyed the South Ameri-
can band, wildpina coladas and
daiquiris,andMexican food from
El Cancun. The eventwas a huge
success.

"It's great to see so many
peoplehere,"saidDon Jayasinghe.
"Usually the International Ball
doesn'tattract somuchattention."

On Saturday, the band Rear
Window playedon the Commons
patio. Later thatnight, the Films
Committee showed the-movie
"Much AdoAboutNothing"in the

2
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Velcrohandball andother Union toysentertained theSpringFrolicers onthe football fieldFriday
afternoon.



bell (if we are notgoing toring it
anymore)might beonamemorial
platform on RichardsonPlaza, or
eveninfront ofChambers.
Icannothelpbutmentionsome

pranks involving the bell. In the
last century it was habit for stu-
dents to try to steal the College
Bellinhopesofnothearingitscall
to wake up for classes. Others
wouldringitatnightandrunaway.
In one case, the night-time mis-
chief-makers continued to clang
thebell until the faculty arrived,
but thenbeatoff the beleaguered
professors with rocks and sticks.
About ten years ago, a couple of
jokers found the switch inside

Chambers for the

ICollegeBell. Late
at night, they
would sit in the
basement withthe
switch laughing,
whilethepoliceran—

i^—

—
around outside

with their flashlights pointingup
at theroof. Inthatyear thePhysi-
cal Plant was instructed tocut off
thepowertotheBellduringCom-
mencementincase themysterious
"malfunctions"mightstartupdur-
ing the ceremonies..

Thereyouhaveit:themyster-
ies of Chambers revealed. Iam
sorryIcannot tell you about the
doublehingesorhowmany deaths
can be attributed to them. But
before werunoutofspace,here is
another mystery revealed: Yes,
Susan, people really have been
lockedin the library bothbyacci-
dent (silly freshmen) and for fun
(silly upperclassmen). Iremem-
berhearingabout one couple who
hidafterclosingwiththeintention
of performing some amorous ac-
tivities betweenthestacks. They
hadnoproblemgettinglocked in,
buttheyweresurprisedtoencoun-
ter in the library twoothercouples
that night whohad the same idea
they did.

If you look closely you will
notice that [the two statues]

are laughing at us
poor overworked students

From theArchives

Mysteries of Chambers revealed
ByTownerBlackstock
Never fear,Susan Beale; the

answers to your questionsof last
week andmoreawait you. Here's
allyoueverwanted toknow about
ChambersBuildinganditsstatues,
roof,and bell:

The twostatuesabovetheen-
trance toChambers are theCham-
bermaids. Ifyoulookcloselyyou
willnoticethattheyarelaughingat
uspoor overworkedstudents. In-
trospectionstandson thelefthold-
ingamirrorandabook.Thestatue
on the right,Expression, sports a
writingquillandanotherbook.The
twowomen lean against astylized
versionof the collegeseal,which
symbolizesthetri-
umph of Provi-
dence and learn-
ingoverevil. The
pieceishuge,with
the Chamber-
maids standing
Lsrrger than life.

—
People do indeed climb the

roof of Chambers. I've done it
myself a few times. Iremember
sitting on the dome of Chambers
withacoupleoffriendsonemorn-
ing, waiting for the sun to finish
rising.Amanwalking towards the
front entranceof Chambers from
the direction of the Guest House
wavedandcalledout,"Don

'
tfall!

"
We thenrealizedit wasDr.Kuyk-
endall.

Peoplehaveclimbed the roof
of Chambers since thecompletion
of Old Chambers in 1858. The
open-aircupolaontopgavefolksa
spectacularview. Onecouldeven
getonto the corniceof themassive
frontpediment(thetriangulargable
held up by columns) through a
smallhatch whichblended intothe
pediment face.Ihaveseenphotos
of people wanderingall over the
roof. Apparently,nooneminded.
Back in 1915 when Woodrow
Wilson visited Davidson, some-
onepaintedalarge likenessof the
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Abandparty will beheld for

the '69and '74classes in the900
Room of the Union on Saturday
night. Tony Orsbon,class of '69,
says that thoseinvolvedare really
excited about their 25threunion.

John Cook, assistant to the
directorofAlumniRelations,says
that thisyear's Alumni Weekend
will be smaller than last year's
reunion of over 1100 alums be-
cause some classes opted to hold
their reunions on Homecoming
weekendthisyear.

Cook says that 25 to30 stu-
dent volunteers willhelpstaff the
various dinnersandreceptions.

The Alumni Relations staff,
includingNancyBlackwell,Denise
Allen,Linda Kunkle,Brian Tarr,
and Matt Terrell, has been work-
inghardon the weekend

By WendyLee
FivehundredDavidsongradu-

ateswillinundate thecollegecam-
pus for the upcoming Alumni
Weekend,April22-23. Graduates
from the classes of '49, '50, '54,

'59, '69, and '74 will return to
reminisce withold friends and to
check outthechangesintheiralma
mater. Bob Knight,chairmanof
the classof '49, looks forward to
theweekendwhichwillenable him

to "see classmates and fraternity
brothersIhaven't seen in years.
According toKnight, 50 class of
'49 alumni from all around the
Southeastandas faras Texas,Con-
necticut, Michigan, Indiana, and

Germany are returning.
The classes of '49 and '50

will hold a joint reunion;each of
theotherclasseswillholdseparate
reunions.Severalevents,however,
willbringtheentiregrouptogether.

Friday, Davidson graduates
DeanWillTerry '54andPresident
JohnKuykendall '59 willaddress
their classmates on "Reflections
onaQuarterCentury atDavidson"
and "Davidson College Today"
respectively.

Saturdaymorningwill feature
a cakerace withcakesdonatedby
facultyandstaff. A receptionwill
follow at Baker Sports Complex
sponsoredby the DavidsonAth-
letic Foundation.

Alumni service awards and a
DistinguishedAlumnusawardwill
bepresentedSaturday afternoon.

gust,yearbooks will be mailed to
seniors at their home addresses.
QuipsandCranks willuse $1,000
of its $30,000budget tocover the
shipping costs.

Previously,theyearbookstaff
hashadtocompletetheentirebook
by March. The additional sec-
tions,however,placeagreaterde-
mand on staff members. Capil-
lary,whostayedon campusuntil
ChristinasEvetomeeta deadline,
willremainoncampusaftergradu-
ationtocontinueworkontheyear-
book.

Capillary says the staff has
tried to make the yearbook more
representativeoftheentirestudent
body. Theyhavemadeanattempt
torecruit picturesfromavarietyof
students,butwhenstudentresponse
isminimal staffmembersmustrely
on their friends,creatinganimbal-
anceof representation. Student
comments also have beenadded
throughout the yearbook, espe-
cially in academics.

Capillary says, "The quality
of thebookwillbe a lot better."

Quips & Cranks to be
published in fall

By CarrieBlackburn
Springno longermeans stu-

dents signing yearbooks to pro-
crastinate.Traditionally,Qw/?5and
Cranks has been issued in the
spring,but this year students will
have to waituntilnext fall.

Editor-in-Chief Angela Cap-
illary decided to switch to a fall
deliverydate,whichmostcolleges
have,because"toomuchwasmiss-
ing," including spring sports, ac-
tivities,andgraduation.

Capillary says, "It'sgoing to
bea littlebitlater...butwhat'sin
it isgood."

Response to the latepublica-
tiondatehas beengenerally favor-
able, especially since graduation
will be included. "At first,"says
Capillary, "people are surprised,
but whenIexplain,they think it's
really cool. They want to have a
quality book."

Senior Francis Mitchell
agrees:"Signingthemisnot really
abigdeal likeit wasinhighschool,
soit's fine with me."

During the last week in Au-

some folks using rappelljng gear
to do that. Ihave always gone
throughtheattic,climbedoneflight
of stairs, gone through the roof
hatch,and voila. Ofcourse,toget
on the dome takes a little more
effort. A pair of climbing shoes
helps. Theviewis great,consider-
ing that once you get to the top of
the domeyoustand fully six sto-
ries above some of the highest
ground inMecklenburg county.

While on the roof, youmight
walk around to the back of the
dome tosee theCollegeBell. The
burningofOldChambers in1921
destroyed the oldbell,so thenext
year Brevard McDowell '69 do-
nated the presentone. Animpres-
siveinscriptiondedicatesittothose
Davidson students whomade the
ultimate sacrifice during World
WarOne. Itsveryplaceontheroof
has caused the community to all
but forget the dedication, and its
recentsilence does nothelp. Per-
haps a more fitting place for the

Presidentonthepediment. Appar-
ently, the Collegecondoned,per-
haps evendirected, that effort.

Students also could not stay
off the roof of New Chambers.
Photosshow fraternitymenof the
'20s visiting the roof after their
initiations, held in what wenow
call Perkins Auditorium. Back
then,it wasanunfinishedroomof
somber stone. With the remodel-
ing of 1961 and the subsequent
boardingupof the fourgreat win-
dows, Perkins definitely lost its
grandcharm. The roof,however,
still calls students. Some dare to
climb the tall trees flanking the
front columns;Ihave evenseen
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choice."
Regarding the faculty's treat-

mentofhomosexuality asanissue,
Doughertysays,"Therehasbeena
lackofinterest. [Thefaculty]have
all these interests in campus life,
yet they don't really deal withho-
mosexuality."Nutantsays,"When
there was all this debating about
FLAG, (in the fall of 1991) [the
faculty] kept a low profile...it
should be part of the education
process. People should bemore
aware of it."

In the classroom, Dougherty
encountered situations where the
teacher assumed, when asking a
question, that he would date a
"novia,"whichinSpanishmeansa
girlfriend. "Theyassume youare
going tosay the opposite sex."He
says,"Evenan innocentmistake in
gender translation elicit;; juvenile
giggling."

Nutant encountered onepub-
lic display of homophobia at a
PattersonCourtparty,wheresome-
one screamed, "freak" and "fag."
Nutant attributes the incident to
his different method of dressing.
"They were harping on him be-
causehewasdifferent,"Dougherty
says."Iunderstand the fear of the
unknown,butIdon't understand
the hatred."

Referring to Davidson's
progress with the homosexuality
issue,Doughertysays,"Thisplace
has progressed. Dave and Iare
veryoptimistic. We'renotangry
atthe campus. We'reunderstand-
ing." Nutant adds, "It would be
interestingtobeafreshmanandbe
part of the change that will hap-
pen." Heencourages students to
"not deal with homosexuality as
this abstract thing because we're
everywhere [snap,snap.]"

Anything dealing with
sexuality was criticizedon
this campus. At Davidson,

gay culture goes over as
well as bighair.

HalDougherty

other small, elite,private, liberal
arts colleges when it allows its
students to suffer."

The teacher says,"Themate-
rialIteach is important, not any-
thingaboutmy life. Atany rate,I
wouldn't

—
and couldn't

—
be a

spokespersonforallhomosexuals.
Thatwouldbepresumptuous....I
reallybelieve instudents talkingto
students and students educating
students about sexuality issues."

Analumniperspective
One alumna, who graduated

inthemid-80's,saysthatDavidson
at that time "wasnotagoodplace
to be if you were gay." Six or
sevenpeopleinmyclasswhocame

Homosexuality at Davidson: accounts from our community
hasn'tchangedanythingat all."

Thestudentperspective
Junior HalDoughertyand se-

nior David Nutant came out pub-
licly at Davidson'sSexuality Fo-
rum in March. According to
Dougherty,he did it "to promote
understandingandacceptance."He
also hoped to "pave the roadfor
others tocome out." Nutantsays,
"For me, [the forum] emphasized
thatImightbeonthisconservative
campus, but there is no reason I
should hide this fact."

Nutant's and Dougherty's
openness differs greatly from the
attitudes theyhad when they first
arrived at Davidson. Dougherty

transferred toDavidsonas
a sophomore, then took
two years off before re-
turning this year as a jun-
ior. Upon his initial ar-
rival,he says,"Ibasically
said thatIwasn'tgoing to
deal withmy homosexu-
ality when Icame to

f Davidson. Iwantedto fit
in...Ididn'tfeellikeIhad

outlet to pursuedealing with
my sexuality."

Nutant says, "It wasn'tuntil
sophomoreyear thatIrealizedhow
hardit would be todeal with that
here. Anythingdealingwithsexu-
ality wascriticizedon thiscampus...it'sa veryhomogeneouscam-
pus." Dougherty adds, "On this
campus, gay culture goes overas
well asbighair. But Charlotte is
progressing."

During his sophomore year,
Nutant became more open about
hishomosexualitybecausehe"had
afairlyopenlygayfriend...itwas
sort of realizing something that
wasalwaysthere andowningupto
it. It wasn't going away,and I
shouldn't repress it." Nutant
openedupevenmoreafterspend-
ing his junior year in France. He
says, "[friends there] knew from
thestartIwasgay. After living a
yearlike that,whereit wasn'teven
an issue,Icame back and said,
'This is whoIam, accept it.'"

Similarly,aftertwoyearsaway
from Davidson, Dougherty had
"good friends with whomIfelt
comfortable. Theyhelpedme feel
safe.WhenIcameback,Ihad faith
in the school and in the people.
Somehow,Ifound a niche." He
adds, "Myhomosexuality isnota

By Ashlyn Dannelly
Until recent years, homo-

sexual membersof the Davidson
Collegecommunity havebeenex-

Im^iittifl Itionally
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vealing their sexuality. Whileho-
mosexuality is not currently ac-
cepted by everyone across the
board, there appears tobea rising
sensitivity to the issue within
Davidson.

Afaculty perspective
One homosexual faculty

member says that,"neither thead-
ministration nor the faculty is in-
terested in my personal i ■ ■ ■*
life. Davidson is a very
privateplace. However,
Idon't mean that any-
thinggoes." The teacher
adds, "The highest em-
phasis here is placed on
thequalityofone's teach-
ing and research."

Thatfacultymember
finds it interesting when
sexuality issues come up in the
classroom,saying,"Thosestudents
who know someone who is ga;
haveadeeper grasp ofhow com
plicated sexuality is. Ialso have
students whosay theydon'tknow
anyone whoisgayorlesbian. Itel
them that theyjustdon'tknowtha
theyknow thosepeople."

Speakingaboutbeing "outo
the closet," the faculty member
says,"Idon'tfeel thatImusttry to
hidemysexuality;atthesametime
Idon't mention it to people in
passing. It doesn't come up in
every conversation."

In terms ofbeing the subject
ofgossip, the teacher says, "I'm
notaware of havingbeen the sub-
jectof discussionby other faculty
members or administration
People seem non-discriminatory,
open-minded, fair, and compas-
sionate."

Referring tostudentattitudes
towardhomosexuals,the teacher
says, "It concerns me that other
schoolswithwhomDavidsonlikes
tocompare itselfhave mademore
progresson thisissue...here there
is debate and uncertainty ...I
wouldlike toseethatstudentscould
be'out'here withoutfearofharm,
discrimination,and ostracism...
Davidson sets itself apart from

out after graduating... that is
probablyonlyone-third of theac-
tualnumber of outalums."

Shesaysthatthereare"tricky
politics" tocomingoutofthecloset.
As aprofessional,shesays,"Isus-
pect that job security is a large
concernfor Davidsonalums...so
many of ushavehighprofile jobs... itcanmake youvulnerableon
aprofessional level."

She didnot realizeshe wasa
lesbianuntil shortly after gradua-
tion. Shemade apoint toreturn to
Davidson and tell some of her
former teachers they "have been
tremendouslysupportive."

She speculates that she and
theothergaymembers ofherclass
"may have just poured a lot of
energy intodoingother things. At
Davidson, lots of people spend
more timeon academics than in-
ter-personal issues."

She had an almost entirely
positive reaction from her friends
tohercoming outof thecloset. "In
counteringprejudice, it is impor-
tantthat youknowpeople well...
of all my close friends from
Davidson, only one has rejected
me."

She gives "so muchcredit to
Davidsonfor theclose tiesformed
withprofessors. My coming out
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