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U.S. News ranks Davidson eighth

. By Meg Wolff

Even though Davidson has
been ranked number eight in this
year’s U.S. News & World Report,
don’t expect much surprise from
the administration.

Dean of Admissions Nancy
Cable Wells says, "Over time,
Davidson has slowly, carefully, and
appropriately pursued a course of
strengthening an already-strong
institution. Finally Davidson is
being recognized for its efforts.”

Davidson College President
‘John Kuykendall says, "It'salways
nice to be included in such good
company.”

Dean of Faculty Robert Will-
iams says, “‘As long as we are on a
national list we say we don’t take
seriously, I'd rather be higher than

Honor
Council
elections
complicated;

SGA senators

elected

By Sarah Teachworth

The battery of campaign fly-
ers that recently bombarded the
Davidson College campus was
quelled last Monday when elec-
tions were held for the freshman
Senator and the sophomore and
junior Honor Council members.
The formerelection went smoothly,
but the latter was filled with com-
plications. .

Honor Council mix-up

Following the precedent of the
past two years, the SGA informed
the top six junior candidates that
they had won a seat on the Honor
Council. A short time later, it was
discovered that the bylaws of the
Honor Council required the elec-
tion of four sophomores and four
Jjuniors, not six.

Three years ago, the president
of the SGA supported an Honor
Council reform that would increase
the overall size of the Honor Coun-
cil and change the number of rep-

' resentativestobeelectedeachyear.
The council adopted the reform in
practice, but never officially wrote
the change into the bylaws. No
one spotted the oversight until this
year.

Because the junior candidates
had already been notified, the SGA

See SGA“ on poge 4 .
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Iower on that list. We know who
we are and what we do well; it’s
nice that a survey recognizes
Davidson’s achievement.”
What does the ranking mean?
The number eight ranking,
which marks Davidson as one of
the top ten liberal arts schools in
the country, is a significant jump
from last year’s number12 ranking
and from 1992’s number18 rank-

_ing.

, Davidson’s overall score, a
91.6—compared with last year's
88.5—reflects Davidson’s im-
provement in seven categories.

This improvement is especially
evident in the area of faculty re-
sources, where Davidson moved
from an overall ranking of 30 to
18. Davidson’s academic reputa-

tion has also risen, moving from

15th to 14th nationally.
Although Davidson’s ranking
improved dramatically in most ar-

eas, it fell in the area of alumni -

satisfaction from 25th to 38th. This
category merely reflects the aver-
age percentage of a school’s living
alumni who gave money during its
1992 and/or 1993 fund raising
drives. That percentage has re-

mained constant at 46% for the last
two years. Graduates were not sur-
veyed directly.
- How are the rankings tabu-
lated?

Torank schools, U.S. News &
World Report compiles data in six
areas—faculty resources, reputa-
tion, selectivity, financial re-
sources, graduation rate, and
alumni satisfaction—and converts
the datainto a percentile. Afterthe
highest raw score is given a value
of 100%, the other scores are taken
as a-percentage of that top score
and totaled.
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Desplte trouble on the field, fans packed in to see 'Cats take on UCLA,. Story in sports section.

Senior apartments named in honor of donors

By Mary Laura Moretz

Although now modestly la-
belled Martin Court Apartments
A, D, and E, Davidson students
will soon learn new names forthese
three senior apartment buildings.
The buildings will be named in
honor of three Davidson families
and their substantial gifts to

Davidson ata dedication ceremony

on Friday, September 23

-

Flowe, Ryburn, and Hart rephce buildlli’gi’E, D and A,

Building A will become Hart
Residence Hall in honor of the
family of W. Lewis Hart ‘30. A
plague on the building will honor
Hartandhis late wife, Kalista Hood
Hart, as well as Lewis’ and
Kalista’s parents. Frazer Hood,
Kalista’s father, taught at Davidson
from 1920 to 1944, ‘

Building D will be named
Ryburn Residence Hall in honor of

M. -

Phol oby, Brooke MtRae

26 hours of
James Joyce

First Class Mail An English seminar spent the | ;
U.S. Postage Paid weekend reading UIyssees | he doesn.t ask to get rid of
. aloud. bumper stickers. :
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Stars and bars -

Ike Bailey discusses the mean-

ing of the Confederate flag, but |-

Sam Ryburn ‘38 and his wife
Frances. The Ryburnslive in Char-
lotte and remain active in civic life
and life at Davidson. They made
their gift to Davidson last October.

Building E willbecome Flowe
Residence Hall in honor of Harry
G. Brown, Mary Lore Flowe
Brown, and the W. W. Flowe fam-
ily. William Winslow Flowe, class
of 1895, and his son William Flowe,
Jr. ‘29 are remembered now by
Mary Lore Flowe Brown and her
husband Harry G. Brown. The
plaque also will mention their late
son, William Flowe Brown,

Vice President for Institutional
Advancement at Davidson, Toby
Bethea '63, says he is “thrilled and
grateful for the gifts to Davidson
from these generous families.” He
hopes “that many students, fac-
ulty, and staff will join us for this
wonderful occasion.”

The ceremony will take place
at 6:00 p.m. on Martin Court. All

members of Davidson College are - -

apphcants

- high school stu ent'sl than er '

The six areas are then numeri-
cally ranked in descending order
and weighted. The weighted. nu-
merical ranks for each school are
then totalled, and the school with
the fewest total weighted points
becomes first in its category. That
score is then converted into a per-
‘centage of 100, and the scores of
the other schools are converted
into a percentage of that achieved
by the top-ranking school, and the
scores are finally ranked in de-
scending order.

Several factors are also con-
sidered while compiling data in

- each of the six significant areas.

For example, to rank faculty re-
sources, U.S. News & World Re-

See Why not 7? on pages

Admissions
office ceases
to interview

fore are interested in Davidson. In
1990, the school entertained around
2,500 visitors. In the 1993-94
school year, that figure nearly
doubled; over4,500 interested stu-
dents, parents, and passers-by vis-
ited Davidson’s campus.

As a result of this enormous
increase, the admissions office has
incorporated a new system of han-
dling perspectives. Instead of do-
ing eight to ten interviews a day,
they will conduct five “individual
conversations” a day beginning
later this fall.

The change in terminology
refers to the attitude that the ad-
missions Office has towards the
sessions; they want to de-empha-
size the image of a “grueling third

- degree” as much as possible. They

see the conversations as a time to
exchange information and answer
questions about the school.

In addition to the conversa-
tions, the admissions office offers
four information sessions with ten
orless people each day. Three tours
are also offered.

The Student Perspective

Some people see the decrease
in  interviewing as a
depersonalization of the school,
Many students valued their inter-
views as one of the most important

See‘ Cable-WeIls on page3

Homecoming

Current students look forward
“to the weekend when graduates
return and parties abound. v

Football opens
season V.

Maryville

Davidson loses 19-14.
SPORTS

14




"The seminar reads from Joyce last Saturday afternoon.
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L iterary

Marathon

Zoran Kuzmanovich takes Joyce seminar on 26-hour reading odyssey

" By Matthew Eirich
- . While most upperclassmen
were enjoying the rush of fresh-
men arriving at Patterson Court,
Dy. Zoran Kuzmanovich’s 12 per-
son English seminar spent the

_weekend in a different manner—
reading James Joyce's novel
Ulysses.

This “Joyce-a-thon,” as it has
come to be called, was held in the
Davidson Day Care center and
lasted 26 haurs, from midnight
Saturday until 2 a.m. Sunday. Stu-
dentstook turnsreading aloud, with
one student reading for a half-hour
while the others listened and fol-

.lowed along. Joining the seminar
were Assistant Professor of Ger-
man Scott Denham, Sean O'Neill,
English instructor at Charlotte
Country Day school, and many
Davidson students not enrolled in
the seminar.

Senior English major Charles R

Raynal explains that Joyce at-
tempted to write Ulysses as his
concept of the ideal work of art.
This concept manifests itself in the
variety of literary styles used in the
novel. One chapter is written as a
play, while another is written as a

stream of consciousness with no

Kimmel encour-
ages gratitude to
donors

By Randy Hartwell

As many times as our moms
have urged ustosay “Thank you,”
we often forget. Stewardship Co-
_ordinator Meg Kimmel wishes

we’d start remembering.
Kimmel acts as a liaison be-
tween scholarship donors and re-

cipients and it is her job to person- -

alize the scholarship process.
Many donors are themselves
Davidson alumni, “so there’s a lot
of sentiment attached to the school

as well as to the idea of the gift of

education,” she says,

She iterates the need to let

donors know who their scholar-
_ships are going to and to show
them “how grateful we are.”
Kimmel wants students on schol-
arship to begin-and to maintain
contact with their donors.

She asks those who have not
seen her to come by her office in
the Development Offices, or call
her at -2642 to begin correspon-
dence with their donors.

punctuation marks. For emphasis,
Joyce intended the novel to be read
out loud-an idea members of the
seminarexcitedly and ambitiously
embraced.

The “Joyce-a-thon” was also
intended, as Raynal stated, “to
prove it can be read.”Ulysses is
around 650 pages long and, given
its experimental nature, proves
quite a challenge. It is described

Dr. Kuzmanovich reads Ulysses as seminar member Wllllam
Robert enjoys the majesty of the master’s diction.

by many as “the Mount Everest of
modernist fiction.” Kuzmanovich
hoped it would prove to be a true
“intellectual bonding experience”
for the seminar. Following the
reading, the class begins a three
week, in-depth study of the work.

The *“Joyce-a-thon” was
broadcast over a small, homemade
adio station and taped for
posterity’s sake.

Saturday afternoon
coffechouse jam sessions

By Casey Rogers

Every Saturday for.the last
two weeks, the Union Qutpost has
been a home for the aspiring musi-
cians of Davidson College. Gui-
tarists, bassists, drummers,
accordian players, and any other
kind of musicians are invited to sit
in on weekly jam sessions held
during the Outpost’s Coffechouse
on Saturday from 2 - 6:00pm. No
cover songs are allowed, only
straight jams, and anyone is wel-
come to play.

" The weekly event has been
organized in order to provide an
outlet for students to release their
inner Santana, relax, and even to
practice.

Senior Will Dearbom has
spearheaded the project with the
assistance of Max Hyde. Max ex-
plains, “we feel it is necessary to
provide a forum for Davidson's
community of closet musicians.”
Musicians are encouraged to bring
their own instruments, although
there will be others available to
play. The sound equipment—
mikes, amps, and cables—are all

‘provided.

According to Max, next
week’s sessionis tentative because
of homecoming, but jamming will
definitly resume the following Sat-
urday. So,fune up your six string,
four string, or 88 key, and head on
down to the Outpost.

~
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'Computer Center updates to new campus _wide system
Some students unhappy about loss of some well-liked features

By Jeff Fuller

Returning studeats who
“logged in” to their computers for
the first time this year were sur-
prised to discover that their old
passwords no longer worked.
Computer Services installed anew
VAX system, entitled Pollux, to
replace the eight-year-old Apollo
system. As a result of this new
system, Internet e-mail addresses
changed as well. Mail sent to old
addresses will be forwarded.

Many students were bewil-
dered by the changes and won-
dered what had happened to the
old Apollo system. One student
expresses his dismay by suggest-
ing that the new Pollux system
sounds like “some kind of dis-
ease.”

Sophomore VAX user Tho-
mas Wang says, “I'm not frus-
trated, but I don’t see the point in
changing.” Wang adds that he
believes many other students do

not understand why these changes
took place.

Lydia Lorenzin, Coordinator
of Academic Facilities and Ser-
vice, explains the changes: “Six
years is a lifetime for computer.”
Last year, adeclinein performance
was observed on Apollo, largely
due to the increasing number of

users and the inability of the sys-

tem to support the excessive use.

Sometimes it took as much as five v
" minutes to log into the system.

To remedy this problem
Lorenzin explains that two new

VAX systems were installed. One -

system, called Castor, will be used
for statistics classes. The other,
Pollux, is for general use.

The new systems are 25 times
faster than Apollo. “We were
straining Apollo to its max be-
fore,” says Lorenzin.

Wang’'s primary complaint
about the new system is the ab-
sence of a “send” command. This

was a popularcommand onthe old
system which allowed students to
flash a quick message on others’
screens without sending a wholee-
mail message.

Due to complaints, Lorenzm
looked into getting the “‘send” com-
mand back; however, she says that

Freshman Andrew Sicora tickles the ivories as he perfoms a work by Chopin.

it would be a tremendous expense
for that one command.

Lorenzin explains that the in-
stallation of the “send” command
in Pollux would require new soft-

_ware. The operating system was

changed from VMS to Open VMS

was changed from Pathworks 4.0
to Pathworks 5.

One computer help desk
attendent says, *From my point of
view as a help desk worker, it has
been a pain as well asa blessing ...

‘I think with any new computer
and the network operating system .

you're going to have bugs.” =

Photo by Brooke McRae

Admissions office decides to stop giving interviews to applicants

Cable Wells, from page 1

factors in their decision to attend
Davidson.

Sophomore Ann Hatfield re-
members that her interview was
extremely important to her. “The
interview shows that Davidson re-
ally cares about individuality and
that they have time for everyone.
" I'm not sure if it affected my ad-

mission, but it was really influen-
tial to me.” '
Prospective student Eric
Wittlake was disappointed to dis-
cover the new policy: “I feel like
an interview would increase my
chances of getting in.”
The Logistics of it all
Nancy Cable Wells, Dean of
" Admissions, says that interviews
for all applicants are not possible.
The amount of visitors has gone up

~ by 80%, but the size of the admis-

sions staff has not increased.

She also says that most visi-
tors come during the spring and
fall, the busiest times for counsel-
lors. Inthe fall they are traveling to
various high schools around the
world, and in the spring they are
overloaded with applications.

Why the changes?

Many colleges have converted

to this small information session

method. Cable Wells thinks that
interviews are not the best way to
evaluate students. Comparing the
interview process to the SAT, she
says that students often come in
nervous and don’t present them-
selves to their full potential.

In addition, many students |.

cannot affordtotravel to Davidson.

The admissions office doesn’t want”’

to put any restrictions on those

Write for News. Call Ashlyn at -2148.

who are unable to make it to the
campus.
Other Ways to get Acquainted
with Davidson )
Leonard Satterwhite, Senior

- Associate Deanof Admissions and

Financial Aid, encourages
prospectives to getacquainted with
the school in other ways. “They

need to be out meeting faculty and
students instead of sitting in aroom
with an admissions counselor. We

- are trying to get the emphasis off

the interview. There are all sorts of
ways to get connected with
Davidson.”

Cable Wells cites student let-

ters, Discover Davidson, and alum-

nae interviews around the country
as other ways to become familiar
with the college. )
Satterwhite says: “If astudent
feels a pressing reason to have an
individual conversation, then we
can accommodate that.” Cabie
Wells agrees: *“We won’t tumn
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SGA to benefit from new freshmen senators

SGA continued from page |

madethedecisiontokeepall sixon
the Council. The top six sopho-
mores, however, had not been in-
formed when the mistake was dis-
covered, so the SGA re-ran the
election on Tuesday, requesting
that voters choose four names in-
stead of six.

The six new junior Honor
Council members are: Jason
Byassee, Lexy DeVane, Marc
LaFrance, Karl Ruch, Alexis West,
and Ed White. The four new sopho-
more representatives are: Katie
Brasfield, Ann Chandler, Jeremy
Chason, and Ashley Gribble.

SGA and Honor Council offi-

- cials don’t think the mix-up is an
issue of concern. SGA President
Eric Rosenbach says, “The over-
sight of a past president will not in

any way affect the overall effec-
tiveness of the Honor Council.”
Allison Sabel, SGA Vice-Presi-
dent, says, “Since the-ceuncil is
now larger than before, there are
more members to choose from to
conduct trials, and it will be easier
than ever to elect representatives
who aren’t involved in the case at
hand.”

The SGA plans to correct the
Honor Council bylaws to reflect
the election procedures informally
adopted three years ago.

SGA elections
" Elections for Independent

' Senators and freshman Senators

were conducted without any prob-
lems. Eighteen students competed
for the six spaces available in the
freshman Senator. The candidate
who received the most votes be-
came the presidentof the class, and

the following eleven candidates
were placed back on the ballot for
the runoffs Tuesday.

After the polls closed and bal-
lots were counted, the victors were
discovered: Buster Burk, President;
Demian Dellinger, Lucian Dervan,
Patricia Evans, Susannah Herndon,
and Colin Kelly, senators. Four
independent senators were also
elected: Saad Gul, President; Disco
Dan Mojonnier; Jonathon Orr and
Dennis Seavers.

New Freshman Senator
Dervan says, “It has been said that
our class had the largest turnout of
voters in Davidson’s history. This
doesn’t surprise me. Ibelieve that
this class is one of the most unified
classes the school has ever seen.”

The SGA meets on Tuesdays
at 9:00 p.m. in the Union Confer-
ence Room. :

Photo by Brooke McRae
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Lunar Luau to fall
during Homecoming |

By Beth Bacon

Traditionally, Lunar Luau pro-
vides freshmen’s first introduction
to Patterson Court houses through
the booths each fraternity and eat-
ing house displaysthere. Thisyear,
however, the Union-sponsored
event takes place the weekend fol-
lowing first night down, after fresh-
men already will have been ex-
posed to the court. Lunar Luau is
set for Friday, September 23, from
8 p.m.to I1 p.m.

David Rozelle, social chair of

SAE, says, “It's unfortunate that

Lunar Luau fell on Homecoming
weekend this year because it
doesn’t allow freshmen to get an
unbiased look at Patterson Court
before they’re able to come down.”
Because Lunar Luau will be
during Homecoming weekend,
there is the fear that the houses
won’t have enough time to put
together quality booths. To rem-
edy this problem, several of the
houses plan to join together With
one another in order to present
themselves to freshmen.
“Patterson Court looks for-
ward to working together to present
itself as Patterson Court, at the

Freshmen
welcomed
to Patterson
Court last
Friday

By Susan Warren

On Friday, freshman were
welcomed onto court with a num-
ber of parties.

The afternoon began with a
revival of the 3:01 Club. Both
Rusk and SAE had Friday After-
noon Clubs, with SAE sponsoring
a reggae band. Freshman were
well represented on the court,
mostly coming down in large
groups from their halls.

Friday night consisted of a
band party at PiKA, a country

“music band at Kappa Sig, a video-
' DJ party at Phi Delt, and parties at
KA and Sig Ep.

Freshman were excited to be
down on the court after two weeks
of waiting. Allfreshmenhad meet-
ings with their hall counselors ear-
lier in the week concerning first

" night down.” Hall counselors were
“on duty” throughout the evening,’
with one hall counselor on each
hall and one on the court.

One freshman girl said about
the evening: “1 had an awesome
time, I was sober [due to soccer] so
I now know in any kind of condi-

—tionIcan have a good time.” .

This was the freshman’s “first”
social interaction with upperclass-
men on campus. Most freshmen
were pleased with the “laid-back”
atmosphere of the court and are
excited about the rest of their first
year at Davidson.

same time showing each individual
house,” Rozelle says.

The date was chosen because
historically, Lunar Luau is
preceeded with a pep rally for the
first home football game. This
year, Homecoming happened to
fall onthe firsthome football game.

When Rosie Molinary, Union
Board Social Vice President, con-
fronted the Athletic Department
aboutchanging the date, “they were
really disappointed.” All things
considered, Molinary thinks Lu-
nar Luau should remain on the
same date in the future.

*“You can’tdivorce a tradition
that is founded in so much emo-
tion,” she says.
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This year’s first Women's Issues meeting was the best-attended ever. Held on Tuesday night, the
committee’s meeting intended to plan for the year’ s programming, |

Rudell continues quest

for basketball courts
Back up site: field behind Martin F

By Jay Jennings

The outdoor basketball court
issue will continue this week in
Tuesday’s SGA meeting, but with
a new variable.

The SGA will notonly vote on
the proposed location at the park-
ing lot above the tennis courts, but
also on a new site behind the new
senior apartments.

The new site would not take
away any parking, which might
reduce some student opposition to
the courts. The court would be

" located in the grass area between

Martin Court building F and the
soccer practice field.
Potential problems with this

" location are that the court would

not be as centrally located as the
tennis court parking lot and that
the noise might disturb some resi-

dents. Despite the fact that the
proposed location is near the se-
nior apartments, Senior Class Presi-
dent B.J. Rudell hopes the courts
would be used by all classes.
Rudell has not decided
whether to suggest only one or
both of the proposed sites at this
week’s SGA meeting. He hopesto
hear student opinions on the issue
before he decides, because he “rep-

resents the students.”
Erik McMichael, a resldent in

the new apartment building, says
the new site would be a good loca-
tion and that the noise “would not
cause any more of a problem than
music.”

Students are urged again to
express opinions to their represen-
tatives before Tuesday’s SGA
meeting.

Homecoming Queen

- Elections
Wednesday, Union and Chambers

Kuykendall speculates about
what improved our rating

Why not 7? from page 1

port _considers the ratio of full-
time students to full-time faculty,
the percentage of full-time faculty
with doctorates, thespercentage of
part-time faculty, the average sal-
ary of a full-time faculty member,
and finally a class size measured
by the proportion of classes with
fewer than 20 students as com-
pared with the proportion that had
50 or more students.

What changes improved
Davidson’s ranking? Director of
Institutional Research Dr. John

Kelton-emphagizesthat-Davideon .-

has made significant efforts to im-
prove the quality of faculty re-
sources. Davidson has avoided
hiring part-time faculty and ac-
cording to Kelton, the student/fac-
ulty ratio remains “on the low side
of 12 to 1, more like 11.6t0 1.”

Do the rankings affect

admissions?

Cable Wells does not considér
the rankings to be the central deci-
sive factor for people applying to
Davidson, though she acknowl-
edges that they are one consider-
ation. “A combination of factors,

including selectivity and quality,
are all significant when one takes a
look ataquality school,” says Cable
Wells, '

Where do other schools stand?

Though Washington & Lee is
geographically Davidson's clos-
est Southern liberal arts competi-
tor at #15, Cable Wells cites the
greatest competition as coming
from universities such as Duke,
Chapel Hill, and the University of
Virginia. Northeastern schools
provide competition, drawing from
a similiar applicant pool. .

A am < Brie.
Roseﬁgach is pf:ased by Eﬁesréf’
sults of the survey: “It’s exciting
to see Davidson get the recogni-
tion it deserves. From now on it
seems that we can only build on the
reputation of the institution and
improve even more.”

In general, the Davidson com-
munity is taking the news of the
top ten ranking casually.
Kuykendall remarks that Davidson
has never been drastically affected
by the rankings: “It’s nice to have
others speak well of you, but nicer
to just continue doing your job.”
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Books
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Available for $20.00 at Main Street Books, Davidson
126 S. Main Street

‘the republication of the book,

'DAVIDSON: A Histor
by Mary.D. Beaty

704-892-6841
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COMING EVENTS - - - Amelia Dockery will sign copies of her new
book on September 20th from 5-7 pm

f the Town
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