
Shaw Smith:
the Panther Man
By Kirsten Recknagel

Staff Writer

Professor lives boyhood
dream to work withpro team

When he wasoffered theop-
portunity to work with the ball
crew. Smith was thrilled. Mem-
bers of theball crew arepositioned
at thesidelines ofthe fieldandfeed
the ball in to the referees when it
has gone out of play. Constantly
on the alert, they must anticipate
theball'sfinaldestination,orspot,
andin this way theyplaya critical
role in speedingup the game.

His positonon the ball crew
meanthe had "the best seat in the
house,"Smith says. "The players
are fast, strong,and smart. They
shrink thefield." Inaddition,Smith
stresses that football is "not brut-
ish. The pro game is about will.
Everyoneisphysical;that'sagiven.
There is noquestion that football
atthis level,intheNFL,isthemost
mental team gamethere is."

Today, Smith is part of the
organizationalstructure which sup-
ports the Panthers behind the

See WildMan onDuee3
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Associate Professor of Art
History and Humanities Shaw
Smith remembers his highschool
daysclearly. Each weekend,just
as the Sunday afternoon profes-
sional football gamesweregetting
underway,his motherwould turn
off the television andtellhim that
it was timehe finished hishome-
work.Smith vowedthat afterhigh
schoolhe wouldwatcheverygame
he could — and today he has the
best seat in the house.

Smith is involved with the
Carolina Panthers' home locker
room preparation, the countless
detailsof whichmake it "an enor-
mousundertakering,"heexplains.

Smith's experience with the
Panthers beganabouta yearanda
half ago when he wrote letters to
thoseaffiliated withthe team,ask-
ing if he couldassist them inany
way. _^

Sherman and
Luskey win
senatorial races

Surfers finda home (page)
on the World Wide Web

By Brigand Green
Staff Writer

By now,even the most dedicated technophobe
amongushasheardtalesoftheInternetand,particu-
larly,theWorldWide Web. Thismassivecombina-
tion of text, graphics, and hypertext "links" has
received intensive press coverage due to its some-
times-informative, often-entertaining content and
its easeof use.

Luredbythedualpromiseofvastnewrealmsof
information and socialinteraction,increasingnum-
bersofDavidsonstudentshavetaken theplungeinto
the often-confusing worldof the Web.

Using a networked campus computer and
Netscape,any studentcanpoint-and-clickhisorher
way across the WorldWide Web withease.

But what happens when a student is ready to
establishhis orherownpresenceonthe Web? Even
though theComputingServicesCenterdoesn't offi-
cially allow students to establish their own Web
pages,a fewenterprisingstudents haveobtained

SeeSandraonpage9

ByCatherine Hart freshman senators are really ex-
Stqff Writer citedandwilling toworkwitheach

other. Everybody's enthusiastic,
On Monday and Tuesday, and we all will take a different

elections wereheld for Freshman approach."
Senators, Independent Senators, Sherman will focus onevalu-
and Sophomore Honor^ Council ating whether freshmen should
representatives. have to purchase a 19 meal plan.

The newly elected freshman She also hopes to find ways to
class Senators areLucy improve the electionpro-
Sherman (president),I Icesses.
Katie Sanderson,I Luskey has immediate
Jonathan Sipling, JohnI Iand long-term goalsonhis
Bell, Conner Eldridge,I Iagenda."We want tohave
andAnn HarriottFisher.I laHomecomingthatpeople

Also elected wereI Iactually go to," Luskey
Independent SenatorsI Isavs-
Brian Luskey(Head In-1 He wants to move the
dependent Senator),U^E^^^^Bparty t0 t|lc Outpost,have
YantiAardie,John Lucy Sherman anafternoonbarbeque,and
Ballard, John Hollan, Tim have a party— perhaps withalco-
Saintsing, andBrandonClarke. hoi

— inthe evening.
The new Sophomore Honor Luskey would also like to

Council representativesare Char- change the combinationsofmeals
lotte Hildebrand, Shakeem Lane, and bonus bucks, so thatstudents
SusannahHerndon,andMattEllis, whoeat veryoften in theCafe" will

Sherman is "really looking
forward to the year. All of the SeeElectionson page 2
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DavidsoniangetsWebpage
By Brad Chase
Staff Writer

The Davidsonian will soon become the first
campus organization to host its own Web page.
Included in the new page willbe selectedarticles
and photographs from each week'sedition.

Studentsand faculty willfind iteasier toaccess
pastarticles andcurrenthappenings. Also,alumni
from anywhere will be able to receive campus
information byaccessing the Web page.

Thepagewillallow studentstosendcomments
and questions toThe Davidsonian from any com-
puterterminalhookeduptoPollux. Currently,Web
pages arebeingoffered to campus organizationsif
they agree to follow the guidelinesestablished by
the Web Oversight Committee. Web users can
reach The Davidsonian's Web page at
http:Wwww.davidson.edu.
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Election Results
FreshmanSenators

Lucy Sherman
John Ball
ConnerEldridge
AnnHarriottFisher
KatieSanderson
Jonathan Sipling

IndependentSenators
BrianLuskey
YantiAardie
John Billiard
BrandonClarke
JohnHollan
TimSaintsing

HonorCouncil
MattEllis
SusannahHemdon
CharlotteHildebrand
ShakeemLane |

Elections
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not run out of bonus bucks and
have unusedmeals on theircards.

"Idon't think any indepen-
dent ishappy about havingto pay
$10,"LuskeysaidofthenewPCC
plan."Theremaybe somealterna-
tive ways togo."

Luskeyaddedthathestill has
todo more researchto determine
whatalternatives areactuallyavail-
able.. Problems with theprocess

Despite a record turnout of

voters for last week's .elections,
many felt that there were funda-
mentalproblemswith theelection
process.

Complaints from the new
senators center around a lack of
publicity both before and during
electionday.

Many of them feel that not
enoughattentionwas given to the
candidates' speeches.

Senators alsothought thatthe
freshmen werenot wellinformed
of whenandwheretheycould vote.

Are theproblemsreal?
SGAPresidentBillGullanfelt

that the publicity was adequate.
He and Vice President Warren
Buford made hall visits;Election

Seekingexperienced
overnight baby-sitter
for occasional travel.

Girls ages 5 and7.
Need responsible and fun
sitter until 7:30 AM and
after 3:00 PM. Must have
several references.

Call 896-1661

OUTDOORS
imiXh,Etc*ALtd "e2^"c:

10-5 SatlirdaV Davidson'sCompleteOutdoors Store

Come Check Out Our Fall
Merchandise!

Shops on the Green: Exit 28, Past McDonald's and the Comfort Inn

With this ad receive 15% offanyfleece or winter jacket.

$$Stock Market $$
Internship

Learn to trade stocks
and options intraday from
professional traders.
College credit. Cash for
evening work. Trade your
own account forextra$$.
948-4302 or 892-5696
(Richard)

News MONDAY,SEPTEMBER 18, 1994

Students disagree
withU.S. News
By Sarah Teachworth

Brandon Clarke
Students meet withtownofficials. Wake up,Jack Perry!

By MatthewEirich

SGA town
meeting
tackles
campus
aesthetics

THEDAVIDSONIAN

Collins stated that coopera-
tionandcollectiveeffort areneeded
tobeautify thecampus. "Thereis
noneed topoint fingers,"he said.
"We allhave tocome together to
get things done."

Mostaesthetic problemswith
the campus can be easilysolved,
accordingtoCollins. Theseprob-
lem areas are "warts that can be
fixed."

Perry saidthat thetownmeet-
ing is agood forum forstudents to
buildmomentum forchanges they
wouldlike tosee enacted.

"Idoappreciate thebeautyof
this campus. Ithink it could be
prettier,"he said.

"Inmy 10 yearshere,Idon't
know that campus beautification
has been a highpriority. Student
interest wouldbea great pressure
on [President] John Kuykendall,
the Trustees, and other commit-
tees."

Gullan saidhe chosecampus

tempt at subtlety when she re-
marked, "It's stillhard as [exple-
tivedeleted]!"

PerhapsMatthewHobbiesaid
itbest: "It doesn'tbother me per-
sonally,becauseIstillknow it's a
greatplace andIenjoybeinghere,
andIfeelIamgettinga verygood
education."

Overall, Davidson students
believe that prospectivestudents
are not drawn here by statistics.
FreshmanBrookeBagwellpointed
out that the interestingpeopleand
great environment have not
changed. She hadnoidea that we
wererankedeighthat the time of
her application.

Clair Freeman said,"I think
that thedecline is,inpart, abless-
ingindisguise,becausehighschool
seniors who areonly interestedin
rankings won'tbother applying to
Davidson, resultingin our future
applicants choosing Davidson for
its qualities that cannot be mea-
sured bystatistics."

Some students think that we
will rise up theranks once more.
JimSmith said, "It lets Davidson
lookintotheproblemandgetback
up to the top."

Others believe that our high
ranking last year was a fluke.

Either way, most Davidson
studentsdon'tdependon thejudg-
mentof onemagazine forpride in
their school and their classmates.

beautification as the first issue to
be addressed at the town meeting
to help the newly formed ad hoc
committee. "We wanted to give
thecommitteejust formedaspring-
boardand suggestions."

The nature of the problems
with the campus requires a brain-
storming session such as the one
Thursday night. "Allof thediffi-
culties on this campus are subtle.
Looking for things that needhelp
requires training. Weneedtohave
oureyes opened."

Although the turnout for the
town meeting was low and most
participants weremembers of the
SGA,Gullansaid,"We arethrilled
withthequality ofthediscussion."

According toGullan, the low
turnout doesnotmeanstudentsare
disinterested in the concept of
townmeetings. The concern for
theSGA,Gullansaid,is "findinga
time, issue, and forum where dis-
cussion willbe positive."

Staff Writer

Theexultation Davidson stu-
dents received from last year's
ranking in U.S. News and World
Report has experienced sudden
death. Our"Eighth Wonder ofthe
World"t-shirts, proudly wornonly
days ago, now are memories of
happiertimes.Students wereasked
how they felt about the plummet
into21st place.

Manystudentsreacted insimi-
lar ways. First came shock and
disappointment, then acceptance,
andlastly,adamantrejectionof the
accuracy of the report whichlast
year seemedso reliable.

The majority of students
quicklypointedout that thesource
of their disappointment had to do
with thejudgments theyexpectthe
public andprospectivestudents to
make about the school.

Others areconfidentthatany-
onewhoknowsanythingabout the
school willknow betterthantoput
much stock in the report. "You
can'tdescribeDavidson instatis-
tics,"Patricia Perkins said. Some
pointed toour workloadtoprove
that we're just asgood as weever
were. "Everyone knows that
Davidson is stillhard. Our aca-
demics aren't slipping," said
Marion Woodworth.

SaraJane Spiveymadenoat-

Committee Chair Saad Gul and
ChancellorDennisSeaversposted
flyers around campus; and an ad
wasplaced inTheDavidsonian.

An estimated 100 more stu-
dents turned out to vote this year
than last.

Inan attempt toremedy elec-
tiondayproblems,theSGA'selec-
tions council has been trying to
analyzeand updateexisting laws
as well asenforce those rulesand
regulations whichseem to work.

Gullansays, "There areoften
unforeseen glitches during each
election.

"What we'reconcerned about
arestructuralproblemsthatmayor
maynot exist."

News Editor

The SGA held its first town
meetingon Thursday eveningin
the Chambers Gallery. The
meeting'stopic for discussion was
"CampusBeautification."

Approximately 30 students
and administrators attended the
meeting, including the SGA's
President BillGullan,Vice Presi-
dentWarrenBuford,andChancel-
lor Dennis Seavers; former Dean
Rusk ProgramDirectorAmbassa-
dorJackPerry; andDirectorof the
PhysicalPlant Bob Collins. Five
ofthe30 attenderswerenot mem-
bers of the SGA or the ad hoc
Committee on Campus Beautifi-
cation.

The discussion wasinformal,
with the participants sitting in a
circle. The floor was open for
anyone tobringupan issueorarea
around campus which they felt
needed tobe improved.

Gullan mentioned the poor
condition of Covington Interna-
tiona/, the three hofe golf course
behind theseniorapartments,and
the fence surrounding the Com-
puter Center onMain Street.

Clair Freemanbrought up a
lackofashtraysoutside thelibrary
andChambers where studentsand
professorssmoke.

Perry said the cross-country
trails need to be repaired. New
KappaSigmaSenatorTomGibney
suggested that riding mountain
bikes along the trails after a rain-
storm may erodeand damage the
trails.

Collins attended the meeting
to hear from students what they
feel needs improvement and to
answerspecific questionsstudents
had.
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AssociateEditor

At abiennialnationalconfer-
ence held at Disney World last
August,acommitteepresentedthe
Epsilon chapter of the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity with the
Buchanan Cup,thehighest award
giventoanundergraduatechapter.

Named inhonorofpastGrand
President and Treasurer Edwin
Buchanan, theawardisgivento30
of the 275 chapters of the frater-

Wild Man
frompage1

scenes. His work in thePanthers'
locker roomis involved,but well
worth it. Because the Panthers'
homestadium inCharlotte iscur-
rently under construction, Smith
drives 140 miles to Clemson's
MemorialStadium,wherethePan-

thers will play their home games
throughout1995. Thenightbefore
game day, x-ray machinery is set
up,helmets arecleaned,andlock-
ers areorganized.

On gameday, once the Pan-
thers have steppedonto theplay-
ing field. Smith and others trans-
form the locker room into half-
time mode, setting up projectors
and other necessary equipment.
During the game's final half,the

locker roommustbe prepared for
thepost game activities.

Thoughnolongeron thefield,
Smith still finds himself working
inthemidstoftheaction;thelocker
roomis not immuneto thetension
and pressurepresent on the field.
His workputshim "very close to
theplayers" who,despite thepres-
sure they face. Smith says, "are
alwaysprofessional andpolite."

Smithappreciatesthis contact

withthehumanaspectof thegame,
andsays thathe owesa lot toDan
Morphis, Equipment Manager at
Davidson,whoofferedencourage-
ment and advice as Smith began
his involvementwiththePanthers.

Morphis,whohas workedwith ■

the San Diego Chargers and the
Washington Redskins at summer
training camps in the past, also
worksinthePanthers'lockerroom
withSmith. Morphisexplains that

the job of those responsible for
lockerroompreparationis to"keep
things running smoothly" and to
do "whateverit takes to win."

Looking toward the future.
Smith predicts that the Panthers
are headed for great success and
sayshe feels"awfully lucky"tobe
a part of the effort. Even now.
Smith says,"I'mpinchingmyself.
I'vebeenwaitingfor thePanthers
tocomehere for40 years."

RESERVE OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS

ARMYROTC SALUTES
OUR

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS.
Ewarryear Army ROTC mDubooks,tabfsesandan

"wards thousands of merit- allowance up to $1000/year.
based scholarships to quail- But more than that, Army
Bed students around ROTCisonncourse that
the country and right fitffj]m develops your leader-
here inyour school. IV F1!shipabilitiesand confl-
These scholarships L^F^ dence. qualities that
pay most tuition,as |XJ leadtosuccess.

ARMYBOrC
THESMARTESTCOLLEGE

COURSEIB*CAW TAKE.
TopRow:(left to right)
Paul Dryden.Chris Frederick,KevinGaunt, William Cowan, Janet
Aardema,LisaArmstrong. (Notpictured): HenryRichmond
Bottom Row: Ellis Boyle, Gray Broughton, Thomas Dugan,
Richard Glenn.
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By Meg Wolff

Will Foyand analternativeradio person.

other stations, playing what stu-
dents want tohear and tellingstu-
dents thethings thataregoingonat
Davidson."

WALTisencouragingstudent
participation ineveryaspectofthe
station, from being a DJ to the
technical aspect Right now,
WALT is especially interested in
fundraising and establishing con-
tact-people fornews articles.

WALT hopes tobegin broad-
casting sometime in mid-October
on1510 AM,once theantennafor
the station is raised atop Belk.
Meanwhile, WALT willcontinue
to haveinformational meetingson
Mondays at9 p.m. in the Union.

WillFoy, the stationprogram
director,is excitedbytheprospect
ofWALT. Hesays, "We'reinter-
estedinbeingon theair,stayingon
the air,anddoingitright thistime."

nearer to student radio

By RussTarver

Buchanan Cup marks the highestundergradhonor
Sig Ep wins national award

Student-run college radio at
Davidson cameone stepcloser to
beingarealitylast weekasWALT
held its first organizational meet-
ingonMonday night.

DavidsonCollegehasnothad
a studentrun radio stationsince a
few attempts failed in the 1980s.
WDAV,Davidson'scurrent radio
station,wasoriginallystudentrun,
butwasremovedfromstudentcon-
trolbecause of impropermanage-
ment andfailure to follow regula-
tions.

In the fall of 1992, student
interest in college radio was re-
vived,but theplan toformastation
wasstonewalleduntilSpring1994.

Lastspring,30 studentspeti-
tioned theActivities TaxCouncil

(ATC)andthe Union for funding.
WALTreceivedmorefundingthan
expectedfrom the ATC and also
receiveda one-timeonly start-up
grantof $2000 from theUnion.

ChurchillHooff,WALT'ssta-
tionmanager,sees WALT asserv-
ingseveralfunctions: "Obviously,
we want toprovidemusic,but we
alsowanttobeanalternativesource
ofnewsandentertainment. Thisis
reallyagreat opportunity forany-
one who has ever wanted to be
involved withbroadcast radio."

Hooff hopes thatWALT will
beasourceofinformation particu-
larlyrelevanttotheDavidson com-
munity.

He says, "Our name,WALT,
implies alternative,but that does
not necessarily mean that all we
will play is 'alternative music'
We want to be an alternative to

StaffWriter

nity. The last timeDavidson's
chapter earned the award was in
1975.

In awarding the cup the na-
tional fraternitysaid,"Whileacon-
sistent, quality,performing chap-
ter formanyyears,this chapterhas
recently performed at a level far
above its competitors.

"Thechapter'sgradepointav-
erage is nearly three-tenths of a
point above the all-student aver-
age,rankingthe chapter firstaca-
demicallywitha 3.3. The chapter

is firstamong sevenfraternities in
manpowerwith93men."

Sophomores Alan Staggers
and Ian Buchanan traveled to
Florida to receive the award.

Chapter President Matt
Griffithsays,"Giventhehardwork
that we've put inoverthepast few
years, we were all very honored
andvery pleased."

SeniormemberBillBuffsays,
"Iwish we had drunk more and
studied less,butnowwehaveabig
cup todrinkout of."
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By Eric Sapp
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Letitia, thatcrazyChinadoll. Titty Campbell

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS!
SculpturedNails " FrenchManicures

Pedicures " Tanning Booth
At TheDuchess we offer youaday ofstress-free

pampering.

New additions to our store:-Facials- Skincare-Facial Tanning
Ask for Peggy

TANNINGSPECIAL:
10 visits for$33.00

CONNIEANDMICHELLE:
Full SetofNails for only$40.00 (thruFebruary)

Locatedat the Chair FactoryW^i) Cfc 20700N.MainSt., Cornelius
\^y (704)892-7030
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Dean Rusk Adjunct Reporter

This lastweekmarkedtheend
of the Fourth World Conference
on Women. Overall, observers
seemedto be pleasedwith itsout-
come and almost all the partici-
pants werepleased withhow little
hostility there was between dis-
agreeing parties throughout the
conference. Issues brought before
theconferencerangedfromwomen
in leadership positions to lesbian-
ism. While not all of the issues
wereaddressedto thesatisfaction
ofeveryone assembled, there was
major headway made on some
important topics.

Sex and power were the key
themes in the Conference's Plat-
form of Action. Alargeemphasis
wasplacedona woman'sability to
make herowndecisions in issues
surroundingherownsexualityand
childbearing.

Violence against womenwas
alsogivenagreatdealofconsider-
ation by the assembly. Inparticu-
lar, rape as a result of war(which
has beencommon in the former
YugoslaviaandRwanda)andgeni-
tal mutilation (which is still an
issue in many African countries)
werestronglycondemnedandpun-
ishments for these actions were
proposed.

The final emphasis wasput on

women's position in society and
emphasized the importanceof fe-
male leaders as wellas reiterating
the importance ofastrong family.

It would be a mistake to as-
sumethat theconference wentover
without ahitch. Itstartedoffonthe
wrongfoot with all the problems
surrounding China's harassment
of the delegates during the first
weekoftheconference. There was
alsomajordisagreementoverhow
much equality womenshould re-
ceive. There was a large concern
among somecountries (especially
Muslim ones) that following the
conference's platform wouldlead
tomajorunrestandturmoilwithin
theircountries which traditionally

opposeequalityofthesexes.There
was also disagreement over.the
use of contraceptionand abortion
tohelpfurther women'scontrolof
their own bodies. And probably
the largestunrestresultedfromthe
issueofrecognizingandcomment-
ingon therightsof lesbians. Inthe
end, no statement was made re-
gardinghomosexuality.

The final consensus seemed
to be that womenneeded to be
protected by their countries from
abuse and givenamore equalpo-
sition insociety.However, theex-
tent of that equality was to vary
between different societiesbased
upon theirhistorical,religious.and
social customs.
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births.By DavidSantschi
Despitetheseconcessionsthat

eliminated the most conservative
elements of thebill,the legislation
remainslargely unchanged. Itim-
poses a strict work requirement,
whichwouldrequire 50%of wel-
fare recipients to work by 2000,
puts a five-year limit on receiving
welfare benefits, and encourages
state innovation to break depen-
dency. Most importantly, thewel-
farebilleliminates theentitlement
of Americans to welfarebenefits
and makes.state governments
solelyresponsible for administer-
ingwelfareprograms.

The tone of the debate has
becomemarkedly moreconserva-
tive in the lastyear. Turningwel-
fare over to the states in block
grantsand cuttingoff benefits af-
ter a certain time directly chal-
lenge60 yearsof poverty legisla-
tion. Some Democrats were out-
raged that the debate moved so far
totheright.However,WhiteHouse
spokesman Michael McCurry
praised the Senatebillas moving
"in the direction of realreform."
His response indicatedthatPresi-
dentClinton,likeDemocratic lead-
ersonCapitolHill,is eagernot to
appearas an obstacle in itspath.

woulddenyadditional welfareben-
efits to womenwhohavechildren
whilereceivingwelfare payments.
The defeat of the family cap pre-
serves current procedure, where
benefits automatically increase
whena familyhasadditional chil-
dren.

Conservatives like Sen. Phil
Gramm (R-TX) argued against
subsidizing"peoplewhohaveba-
bies theydon'twant"andlamented
"thedestruction of families." But
others contended that the family
cap wouldmostly impact children
who, according to Sen. Patrick
Moynihan(D-NY), "haven't been
askedtobebrought intotheworld."

Other concessions to moder-
ates came laterin the week. The
Senate rejected 76-24 a proposal
introducedbySen.LauchFaircloth
(R-NC)tocutoffbenefits tomoth-
ersunder18 whohaveout-of-wed-
lock births.

Late Thursday, Republicans
agreedtoadd$8 billionfor child-
care overfive years,mainly toap-
peaseDemocratswhoclaimedthat
families forced to workunder the
new plan wouldnot have enough
moneytopayfor it. ADemocratic
amendmentproviding$11 billion
for child care failed three days
earlier. Bowing to conservative
pressure, the Senate onThursday
voted 63-37 to give states addi-
tional money if they could sub-
stantially reduce out-of-wedlock

Sources include: September
13, 14, ;5o/TheNewYorkTimes
and September 14 of The Wall
StreetJournal.

Washington Week Correspondent

U.N. Women's Conference
makes international strides

The Senate onFriday neared
agreementona compromise wel-
farebillafter week-longwrangling
over specific provisions. While
much of the originalRepublican
proposal remained intact, several
compromises were made to hold
the votes ofDemocrats andmod-
erateRepublicans.

TheRepublicanbilleliminates
thecurrent system, inwhichevery
personwhoqualifies receivesben-
efits, and replaces it with lump-
sum payments,orblock grants,to
the states. According to propo-
nents, having the stales distribute
the money to individuals would
encourage change and save $70
billionoverfiveyears..

Last Tuesday, a Democratic
amendment was rejected 50-49
which would have limited the
amount that states could cut from
their welfare programs. Demo-
cratssought toforce statestomain-
tain welfare spending at 90% of
current levels for the next five
years.Otherwisethey feared states
wouldtry tominimizespendingon
welfare to fundotherprograms.

Although their proposal was
rejected,Republicanleadersagreed
to add an 80% spendingrequire-
ment lo the bill. Democrats and
moderateRepublicansalso forced
the eliminationofa provisionthat

DeanRusk

Notes
Wrong Leg?

ATampasurgeon whohasbeenwidelyvilified andridiculed for
mistakenly amputating the wrong legof a patient on February 20
sought this weektoregainbothhis license topractice medicine and
a measure ofhis once-solid reputation.

Ina three-dayhearingbefore the state official who will make
recommendationsonhis professional future, Dr.Rolando Sanchez
andhis lawyer,MichaelBlazicek,publiclypresentedtheirsideof the
story for the first time.

Theysaid thataseriesof errorsbyotherhospitalpersonneland
the severely diseasedconditionofboth legs ledSanchez tobelieve
that he wasoperatingon thecorrect leg.

Theblackboardto which surgeonsrefer intheoperatingroomat
UniversityCommunityHospital listedthe wronglegforamputation,
as did theoperatingroomscheduleand thehospitalcomputersystem,
testimony showed.

By the timeSanchezentered theoperatingroom, the wrongleg
hadbeen sterilizedand draped for surgery.

Some doctors who appeared as witnesses said that the leg
Sanchezremovedwasinsuchpoor shapethatitprobably wouldhave
been amputatedin the future.

Sanchez testified thathelearned ofhiserror froma nurse as he
wasstill cutting through the leg. After reviewing thepatient's file,
shehadstarted toshake andcry.But bythatpoint,he said,there was
no turningback.

Takenfrom theSunday, September17Charlotte Observer

Cyberspace
PaulSafFo,DirectoroftheInstitutefor theFutureandauthor

ofDreams inSilicon Valley, ina computerchat via the Internet
withFort Worth Star-TelegramstaffwriterStephenMichaud:

Youknow that a technology is about to become a compelling
medium when it is attacked by the establishment as dangerous to
youth and culture. Remember, Plato railed against writing; the
Roman church violently opposed the printing press; 19th century
Englishintellectuals werealarmedby the effect ofnovelsonyouth.

Now "cyberspace" is the target. But look at what a frail,
unconvincingthingcyberspaceis — mostly text,somefuzzygraphics
and stilted applications, all running at excruciatingly slow speeds.
Only someone utterly unfamiliar with today's on-line world would
seriously consider it a threat toanything.

Cyberspaceisnomorelikely todestroy youthorculture thandid
earlier media. On the contrary,likeallearlier media,digital media
willbe a source of renewal and growth. Culture itself constantly
evolves. Thisevolutiononly seemsdestructive toagingcommenta-
tors attached to fuzzy memories of an idealized past.

Taken from the Sunday, September17CharlotteObserverr
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Half-naked
and tripping

To the editors,
Last week The

Davidsonian reported that
Davidson has slipped from
number eight to number 21
in U.S. News and World
Report's annual college
rankings. The administra-
tion was dumbfounded and
were unable to provide a
plausibleexplanation.This
reportshouldserveasawake
upcall tothis sameadminis-
tration. Why has Davidson
slipped? Perhaps because
the administration and fac-
ultyhave forgottenabout the
needsof the students.

Anobvious exampleof
this neglectmay be foundat
CovingtonGolfCourse. The
athletic department has
failed tomaintain this facil-
ity in the least. They cite
funding and physical plant
lay-offs as reasons for the
abominableconditionofthe
course,yet theystill canaf-
ford to build and maintain
new facilities for the soccer

teams. Theathletic depart-
ment has sacrificed the nu-
merous average golfers so
that a fewelites.canhave a
shiny newpractice facility.

Further,the admissions -
staff has been over-enroll-
ing for the past few years.
This increase in student
population has coincided
withafacultydecisiontocut
classes taught from six to
five a year. As a result,
fewer andlargerclassesmust
serve an evergrowingstu-
dent body. Where are the
close and personal classes
that Davidsonhas bragged
about for years? They are
quickly disappearing be-
cause the same number of
professorsare teaching less
classes to morestudents.

Thisyearfall convoca-
tion has been moved from
parents' weekend so that
Davidson can put on a big
showfora fundraisingcam-
paign.Myparentsarecom-
ing to parents' weekend.

They wereespeciallylook-
ing forward to seeing their
$100,000 investment walk
all dressed up in cap and
gown(perhapstheonlyma-
terial return they willever
geton their money).Iwon-
der how my parentsare go-
ing to feel whenItell them
thetenthofamilliondollars
theyhavepaidoverthepast
fouryearsisnotsufficientto
secureaseatat fallconvoca-
tion.
Iwouldlike to thank the

staffatU.S.NewsandWorld
Report for givingDavidson
a realitycheck. Thefaculty
and staff havebeen sobusy
patting themselves on the
back that they have forgot-
tenabout theonemajorarea
that a liberalarts institution
must cater to, the students.
Perhaps now we can see a
return tothestudentoriented
college that so many of us
fell in love withyearsago.

Sincerely,
Burt Arlington '96

At least get our name right

What's thebigdeal? So whatif theBudLightGirls werefeatured at theseniorparty
atSignatureslastThursdaynight?What's sobadaboutgirlsdressedinskimpy, tightblack
dresses with theBud Lightlogowrittenright across theirprobably-surgically-enhanced
chests? What's sooffensive aboutyoung girlsstruttingaround abarandgettingpaidfor
giving out t-shirts andbottle openers? So what?

Now,how manypeoplewatchedtheMiss AmericapageantSaturdaynight? What's
allthishooplaaboutthebathingsuit competition? They'reallowed to wearbathing suits
andhighheelsinlateSeptember. How these womenlookinaswimming suit isabsolutely
essential inorder to judgewhoshouldbecrownedMiss America. Can she sing,canshe
dance,can she talkandsmile at the same time,can she walkaroundhalf-nakedwithout
tripping? Theseare extremelyimportant measures ofjudgement— wedon't want just
anyone. '-

In thepastfour days,twopubliceventshavedemonstratedthestillpervasivesexism
activeinoursociety. These eventsshow,at the least,that wehaven'tdone enoughinour
crusade againstgenderbiases.

Howcan women fight forequality ineducation,government,or business when for
centuries theyhave been seen as objectsofmen's sexualdesires? Either consciously or
subconsciously, menand women translate the"ideal"images of women into a basis for
judgingall women. These images effectively silence women; they are seenas more
physical creatures than men, and men are therefore more intellectual - more fit for
business,government,andeducation.

Of course somany women suffer fromeating disorders and body imageproblems
whenall they seeon television,inmagazines,onbillboards,inmovies, atpeprallies,or
atabararewomenlabeled"perfect." The verynotionoftheexistenceofa "perfectbody"
is aperverse belief. Yet allof these forms ofadvertisement andentertainmentcontinue
tocommunicatethatwomenshouldstrivetobe5*5" andunder119. Themessagebehind
thebathingsuit andtheblack dressscreams that this is whatwomenshouldlook like, and
that they should look like this for men.

We don'twant tosoundlikeShulamithFirestone oranyoftheradical feministswho
believelesbianismand test-tubebabies are theonlyescape fromoppression for women.
But wedo recognizethe subtle andincessantsexist messagesfed tous everyday,usually
under theguiseof innocent fun.

At the senior party, the menand womenweresplit up to play a trivia game. The
womenwereasked sports questionsandthe menwereasked soapoperaquestions, as if
themenonlyknew sportsandthe womenonlyknewsoaps.. Obviously, these messages
arebeing sentboth ways.

And wecan't justbrush it offbysaying "it's the media's fault." Obviously, we are
also at fault. We are not at fault for goingto Signatureseven though weknow theBud
LightGirls willbe there,and wearenot at fault for watchingmovies or television shows
thatobjectify women

—
or men, for that matter.

We are at fault when we recognize these images, and don't think about what they
represent(ineffect, condoningthem). Weare at fault when weaccept theBudLightgirls
and the "perfect"Miss Americasunblinkinglyand definitively as the truth.

TheDavidsonian ispublished weekly onMondayduring the fall termby the studentsof
DavidsonCollege. Please address fan mailand correspondences to: The Davidsonian,
P.O.Box 219, Davidson,North Carolina28036. Phone (704) 892-2148 or -2149. Our
offices are located on the third floor of the Grey Student Union building. Opinions
expressedin lettersto the editororcommentaries do notnecessarily reflect the viewsof
theEditorialBoardofTheDavidsonian. Subscriptionscost$35.00peryear. Advertising
ratesareavailable uponrequest. Copyright isheld by the Trusteesof DavidsonCollege.

studentbody;andopencourt
parties with nolimits on al-
cohol distribution orunder-
agedrinking (sorry,Ihad to
throw that lastonein there).

Thepeopleresponsible
for rating the various na-
tional liberal arts colleges
areobviouslyas cluelessas
theyarecareless.Iwishthe
restof the students and fac-
ulty here would join me in
tossing this secondrate tab-
loidin the trash next to the
last copy of The National
Enquirer.

Sincerely,
Mike Guggenheimer
'96

ligence and research skills
to omit such blatant errors
on the front page of their
magazine?

Personally,Ibelievethe
preoccupation with these
rankingsonlydoesour insti-
tution discredit. Let's stop
payingsomuch attention to
some ranking compiled by
clearly uninformed report-
erswhoprobablyhavenever
evenvisitedourcampus.

Get back to the things
thatmadeDavidsongreatin
the first place: helpful,ac-
cessible professors; small,
challenging classes; a
friendly open atmosphere;
an intelligent yet charming

To the editors.
It's no wonder

DavidsondroppedintheU.S.
News and World Report
rankings — theydon'teven
knowourrealname!Intheir
specialcollegerankingedi-
tion, the magazine included
a special promotional add
on the cover referring to
Davidsonas DavidsonUni-
versity.It'samazinghow in
over three years of atten-
dance at this schoolIhave
remained completely un-
aware of our graduate pro-
gram.

How can we place any
faith ina group of journal-
ists wholack thebasic intel-
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Letters

Thanks for the wake up call
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