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Shaw Smith:
the Panther Man

Professor lives boyhood
dream to work with pro team

BY KIRSTEN RECKNAGEL
Staff Writer

Associate Professor of Art
History and Humanities Shaw
Smith remembers his high school
days clearly. Each weekend, just
as the Sunday afternoon profes-
sional football games were getting
underway, his mother would turn
off the television and tell him that
it was time he finished his home-
work. Smith vowed that after high
school he would watchevery game
he could — and today he has the
best seat in the house.

Smith is involved with the
Carolina Panthers’ home locker
room preparation, the countless
details of which make it “an enor-
mous undertakering,” he explains.

Smith’s experience with the
Panthers began about a year and a
half ago when he wrote letters to
- those affiliated with the team, ask-
mg lf he could assist them in any
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Surfers find a home (page)
on the World Wide Web

By BRrIGAND GREEN
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Davidson
professor ;
Shaw Smith |
mans the

sidelines for
the Carolina |.
Panthers. [;

When he was offered the op-
portunity to work with the bali
crew, Smith was thrilled. Mem-
bers of the ball crew are positioned
atthe sidelines of the field and feed
the ball in to the referees when it
has gone out of play. Constantly
on the alert, they must anticipate
the ball’s final destination, or spot,
and in this way they play a critical
role in speeding up the game.

His positon on the ball crew
meant he had “the best seat in the
house,” Smith says. “The players
are fast, strong, and smart. They
shrink the field.” Inaddition, Smith
stresses that football is *“not brut-
ish. The pro game is about will.
Everyoneis physical; that’sa given.
There is no question that football
atthislevel, in the NFL, is the most
mental team game there is.”

Today, Smith is part of the
organizational structure which sup-
ports the Panthers behind the

. Courtesy of
Peter M. Varney
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among us has heard tales of the Internet and, particu-
larly, the World Wide Web. This massive combina-
tion of text, graphics, and hypertext “links” has
received intensive press coverage due to its some-
times-informative, often-entertaining content and
its ease of use.

Lured by the dual promise of vast new realms of
information and social interaction, increasing num-
bers of Davidson students have taken the plunge into
the often-confusing world of the Web.

Using a networked campus computer and
Netscape, any student can point-and-click his or her
way across the World Wide Web with ease.

But what happens when a student is ready to
establish his or her own presence on the Web? Even
though the Computing Services Center doesn’t offi-
cially allow students to establish their own Web
pages, a few enterprising students have obtained

Davidsoniangets Web page

By BRaD CHASE
Staff Writer

The Davidsonian will soon become the first
campus organization to host its own Web page.
Included in the new page will be selected articles
and photographs from each week’s edition.

Students and faculty will find it easier to access
past articles and current happenings. Also, alumni
from anywhere will be able to receive campus
information by accessing the Web page.

The page will allow students to send comments
and questions to The Davidsonian from any com-
puter terminal hooked up to Pollux. Currently, Web

_pages are being offered to campus organizations if

they agree to follow the guidelines established by
the Web Oversight Committee. Web users can
reach The Davidsonian's Web page at

~ Katie
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Luskey win
senatorial races

By CATHERINE HART
Staff Writer

On Monday and Tuesday,
elections were held for Freshman
Senators, Independent Senators,
and Sophomore Honor, Council
representatives.

The newly elected freshman
class Senators are Lucy
Sherman (president),
Sanderson,
Jonathan Sipling, John
Bell, Conner Eldridge,
and Ann Harriott Fisher..

Also elected were:
Independent Senators
Brian Luskey (Head In-
dependent Senator), i
Yanti Aardie, John
Ballard, John Hollan, Tim
Saintsing, and Brandon Clarke.

The new Sophomore Honor
Council representatives are Char-
lotte Hildebrand, Shakeem Lane,
Susannah Herndon, and Matt Ellis.

Sherman is “really looking

freshman senators are really ex-
cited and willing to work with each
other. Everybody’s enthusiastic,
and we all will take a different
approach.”

Sherman will focus on evalu-
ating whether freshmen should
have to purchase a 19 meal plan.
She also hopes to find ways to
improve the election pro-
cesses.

Luskey has immediate -
‘and long-term goals on his
agenda. “We want to have
aHomecoming that people
actually go to.” Luskey
says.

He wants to move the
party to the Outpost, have

Lucy Sherman , afternoon barbeque, and

have a party -— perhaps with alco-
hol — in the evening.

Luskey would also like to
change the combinations of meals
and bonus bucks, so that students
who eat very often in the Café will

See Sandra on page 9 http:\\www.davidson.edu. forward to the year. All of the See Elections on page 2
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SGA town
meeting
tackles
campus
aesthetics

By MaTTHEW EIRICH
News Editor

The SGA held its first town
“meeting on Thursday evening in
the Chambers Gallery. The
meeting’s topic for discussion was
*Campus Beautification.”

Approximately 30 students
and administrators attended the
meeting, including the SGA’s
President Bill Gullan, Vice Presi-
dent Warren Buford, and Chancel-
lor Dennis Seavers; former Dean
Rusk Program Director Ambassa-
dor Jack Perry; and Director of the
Physical Plant Bob Collins. Five
of the 30 attenders were not mem-
bers of the SGA or the ad hoc
Committee on Campus Beautifi-
cation.

The discussion was informal,
with the participants sitting in a
circle. The floor was open for
anyone to bring up an issue or area
around campus which they felt
needed to be improved.

Gullan mentioned the poor

condition of Covington Interna-
tional, the three hole golf course

behind the senior apartments, and
the fence surrounding the Com-
puter Center on Main Street.

Clair Freeman brought up a

lack of ashtrays outside the library
and Chambers where students and
professors smoke.

Perry said the cross-country
trails need to be repaired. New
Kappa Sigma Senator Tom Gibney
suggested that riding mountain
bikes along the trails after a rain-
storm may erode and damage the
trails.

Collins attended the meeting
to hear from students what they
feel needs improvement and to
answer specific questions students
had.”
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Brandon Clarke

Students meet with town officials. Wake up, Jack Perry!

Collins stated that coopera-
tionand collective effort are needed
to beautify the campus. “There is
no need to point fingers,” he said.
“We all have to come together to
get things done.”

Most aesthetic problems with
the campus can be easily solved,
according to Collins. These prob-
lem areas are “warts that can be
fixed.” ‘ ‘

Perry said that the town meet-
ing is a good forum for students to
build momentum for changes they
would like to see enacted.

“I do appreciate the beauty of
this campus. 1 think it could be
prettier,” he said.

“In my 10 years here, I don’t
know that campus beautification
has been a high priority. Student
interest would be a great pressure
on [President] John Kuykendall,
the Trustees, and other commit-
tees.”

Gullan said he chose campus

beautification as the first issue to
be addressed at the town meeting
to help the newly formed ad hoc
committee. “We wanted to give
the committee just formed a spring-
board and suggestions.”

The nature of the problems
with the campus requires a brain-
storming session such as the one
Thursday night. “All of the diffi-
culties on this campus are subtle.
Looking for things that need help
requires training. We need to have
our eyes opened.”

Although the turnout for the
town meeting was low and most
participants were members of the
SGA, Gullanssaid, “We are thrilled
with the quality of the discussion.”

According to Gullan, the low
turnout does not mean students are
disinterested in the concept of
townmeetings. The concern for
the SGA, Gulian said, is “finding a
time, issue, and forum where dis-
cussion will be positive.”

Students
with U.S.

By SArRAH TEACHWORTH
Staff Writer

The exultation Davidson stu-
dents received from last year’s
ranking in U.S. News and World
Report has experienced sudden
death. Our “Eighth Wonder of the
World” t-shirts, proudly wornonly
days ago, now are memories of
happiertimes. Students were asked
how they felt about the plummet
into 21st place.

Many students reacted in simi-
lar ways. First came shock and
disappointment, then acceptance,
and lastly, adamant rejection of the
accuracy of the report which last
year seemed so reliable.

The majority of students
quickly pointed out that the source
of their disappointment had to do
with the judgments they expect the
public and prospective students to
make about the school.

Others are confident that any-
one who knows anything about the

school will know better than to put -

much stock in the report.  “You
can’t describe Davidson in statis-
tics,” Patricia Perkins said. Some
pointed to our workload to prove
that we’re just as good as we ever
were. “Everyone knows that
Davidson is still hard. Our aca-
demics aren’t slipping,”
Marion Woodworth.

Sara Jane Spivey made no at-

said

disagree
News

tempt at subtlety when she re-
marked, “It’s still hard as [exple-
tive deleted]!”

Perhaps Matthew Hobbie said
it best: “It doesn’t bother me per-
sonally, because I still know it’s a
great place and I enjoy being here,
and I feel I am getting a very good
education.”

Overall, Davidson students
believe that prospective students
are not drawn here by statistics.
Freshman Brooke Bagwell pointed
out that the interesting people and
great environment have not
changed. She had no idea that we
were ranked eighth at the time of
her application.

Clair Freeman said, “I think

* that the decline is, in part; a bless-

ingindisguise, because high school
seniors who are only interested in
rankings won’t bother applying to
Davidson, resulting in our future
applicants choosing Davidson for
its qualities that cannot be mea-
sured by statistics.”

Some students think that we
will rise up the ranks once more.
Jim Smith said, “It lets Davidson
look into the problem and get back
up to the top.”

Others believe that our high
ranking last year was a fluke.

Either way, most Davidson
students don’t depend on the judg-
ment of one magazine for pride in
their school and their classmates.

Elections
from page 1

not run out of bonus bucks and

have unused meals on their cards.

“I don’t think any indepen-
dent is happy about having to pay
$10,” Luskey said of the new PCC
plan. “There may be some alterna-
tive ways to go.”

Luskey added that he still has
to do more research to determine
whatalternatives are actually avail-
able.

. Problems with the process

Degpite a record turnout of

voters for last week’s clections,
many felt that there were funda-
mental problems with the election
process.

Complaints from the new
senators center around a lack of
publicity both before and during
election day.

Many of them feel that not

enough attention was given to the-

candidates’ speeches.

" Senators also thought that the
freshmen were not well informed
of when and where they could vote.

Are the problems real?

SGA President Bill Gullan felt
that the publicity was adequate.
He and Vice President Warren
Buford made hall visits; Election

Committee Chair Saad Gul and
Chancellor Dennis Seavers posted
flyers around campus; and an ad
was placed in The Davidsonian.
An estimated 100 more stu-
dents turned out to vote this year

‘than last.

In an attempt to remedy elec-
tion day problems, the SGA’s elec-
tions council has been trying to
analyze and update existing laws
as well as enforce those rules and
regulations which seem to work.

Gullan says, “There are often
unforeseen glitches during each
election.

“What we're concerned about
are structural problems that may or
may not exist.”

Hours:

10-8 Monday-Friday

10-5 Saturday

Come‘ Check OutA Our Fall

Shops on the Green: Exit 28; Past McDonald's and the Comfort Inn

With this ad receive 15% off any fleece or winter jacket.

OUTDOORS
Etc.al td

Davidson's Complete Outdoors Store

Merchandise!

Telephone:
892-1848

Election Results

Freshman Senators *

Lucy Sherman
John Ball
Conner Eldridge
Ann Harriott Fisher
Katie Sanderson
Jonathan Sipling

Independent Senators
Brian Luskey
Yanti Aardie
John Ballard
Brandon Clarke
John Hollan
Tim Saintsing

Honor Council

Matt Ellis
Susannah Herndon
Charlotte Hildebrand
Shakeem Lane

Seeking experienced
overnight baby-sitter
for occasional travel.
Girls ages 5 and 7.
Need responsible and fun
sitter until 7:30 AM and
after 3:00 PM. Must have

several references.
Call 896-1661

$$ Stock Market $$
Internship

Learn to trade stocks
and options intraday from
professional traders.
College credit. Cash for
evening work. Trade your |
own account for extra $$.
948-4302 or 892-5696
(Richard)
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Will Foy and an alternative radio person.

Jay Schultz

Sig Ep wins national award

WALT-zing nearer to student radio

By MEG WoLFF
Staff Writer

Student-run college radio at
Davidson came one step closer to
being areality last week as WALT
held its first organizational meet-
ing on Monday night.

Davidson College has not had
a student run radio station since a
few attempts failed in the 1980s,
WDAYV, Davidson’s current radio
station, was originally student run,
but was removed from student con-
trol because of improper manage-
ment and failure to follow regula-
tions.

~In the fall of 1992, student
interest in college radio was re-
vived, but the plan to formn a station
was stonewalled until Spring 1994,

Last spring, 30 students peti-
tioned the Activities Tax Council

Buchanan Cup marks the highest undergrad honor

By Russ TARVER
Associate Editor

~ At abiennial national confer-
ence held at Disney World last
August, acommittee presented the
Epsilon chapter ‘of the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity with the
Buchanan Cup, the highest award
given to an undergraduate chapter.
Named in honor of past Grand
President and Treasurer Edwin
Buchanan, the award is givento 30
of the 275 chapters of the frater-

nity. The last time Davidson’s
chapter earned the award was in
1975.

In awarding the cup the na-
tional fraternity said, “While acon-
sistent, quality, performing chap-
ter for many years, this chapter has
recently performed at a level far
above its competitors.

“The chapter’s grade point av-
erage is nearly three-tenths of a
point above the all-student aver-
age, ranking the chapter first aca-
demically with a 3.3. The chapter

is first among seven fraternities in
manpower with 93 men.”
Sophomores Alan Staggers

and Ian Buchanan traveled to
Florida to receive the award.

Chapter President Matt
Griffithsays, “Given the hard work
that we've put in over the past few
years, we were all very honored
and very pleased.”

Senior member Bill Buff says,
“I wish we had drunk more and
studied less, but now we have a blg
cup to drink out of.” |

(ATC) and the Union for funding.
WALT received more funding than
expected from the ATC and also
received a one-time only start-up
grant of $2000 from the Union.
Churchill Hooff, WALT"s sta-

~ tionmanager, sees WALT as serv-

ing several functions: “Obviously,
we want to provide music, but we
also wanttobe an alternative source

_‘of news and entertainment. Thisis

really a great opportunity for any-
one who has ever wanted to be
involved with broadcast radio.”

Hooff hopes that WALT will
‘be a source of information particu-
larly relevant to the Davidson com-
munity.

He says, “Our name, WALT,
implies alternative, but that does
not necessarily mean that all we
will play is ‘alternative music.’
We want to be an alternative to

Sig Ep brothers stand proudly around their

other stations, playing what stu-
dents want to hear and telling stu-
dents the things that are going on at
Davidson.”

WALT isencouraging student
participation in every aspect of the
station, from being a DJ to the
technical aspect. . Right. now,
WALT is especially interested in
fundraising and establishing con-
tact-people for news articles.

WALT hopes to begin broad-
casting sometime in mid-October
on 1510 AM, once the antenna for
the station is raised atop Belk.
Meanwhile, WALT will continue
to have informational meetings on
Mondays at 9 p.m. in the Union.

Will Foy, the station program
director, is excited by the prospect
of WALT. He says, “We're inter-
ested in being on the air, staying on
the air, and doing it right this time.”
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scenes. His work in the Panthers’
locker room is involved, but well
worth it. Because the Panthers’
home stadium in Charlotte is cur-
rently under construction, Smith
drives 140 miles to Clemson’s
Memorial Stadium, where the Pan-

thers will play their home games
throughout 1995. The night before
game day, x-ray machinery is set
up, helmets are cleaned, and lock-
ers are organized.

On game day, once the Pan-
thers have stepped onto the play-

_ing field, Smith and others trans-

form the locker room into half-
time mode, setting up projectors
and other necessary equipment.
During the game’s final half, the

locker room must be prepared for

the post game activities.

Though no longeron the field,
Smith still finds himself working
in the midst of the action; the locker
room is not immune to the tension
and pressure present on the field.
His work puts him “very close to
the players” who, despite the pres-
sure they face, Smith says, *“are
always professional and polite.”

Smith appreciates this contact

with the human aspect of the game,
and says that he owes a lot to Dan
Morphis, Equipment Manager at
Davidson, who offered encourage-
ment and advice as Smith began
his involvement with the Panthers.

Morphis, who has worked with
the San Diego Chargers and the
Washington Redskins at summer
training camps in the past, also
works inthe Panthers’ lockerroom
with Smith. Morphis explains that

the job of those responsible for
locker room preparation is to “keep
things running smoothly” and to
do “whatever it takes to win.”
Looking toward the future,
Smith predicts that the Panthers

- are headed for great success and

says he feels “awfully lucky” to be
a part of the effort. Even now,
Smith says, “I’m pinching myself.
I’ve been waiting for the Panthers
to come here for 40 years.”
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Top Row: (left to right)
Paul Dryden,Chris Frederick, Kevin Gaunt. William Cowan, Janet

Aardema, Lisa Armstrong. (Not pictured): Henry Richmond :
Bottom Row: Ellis Boyle, Gray Broughton, Thomas Dugan, .

Richard Glenn.
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Week in Washington

Welfare compromlse
nears passage

By DAVID SANTSCHI
Washington Week Correspondent

The Senate on Friday neared
agreement on a compromise wel-
fare bill after week-long wrangling
over specific provisions. While
much of the original Republican
proposal remained intact, several
compromises ‘were made to hold
the votes of Democrats and mod-
erate Republicans.

The Republican bill eliminates
the current system, in which every
person who qualifies receives ben-
efits, and replaces it with lump-
sum payments, or block grants, to
the states. According to propo-
nents, having the states distribute
the money to individuals would
encourage change and save $70
billion over five years. .

Last Tuesday, a Democratic
amendment was rejected 50-49
which would have limited the
amount that states could cut from
their welfare programs. Demo-
crats sought to force states to main-
tain welfare spending at 90% of
current levels for the next five
years. Otherwise they feared states
would try to minimize spending on
welfare to fund other programs.

Although their proposal was
rejected, Republican leaders agreed
to add an 80% spending require-

ment to the bill. Democrats and
moderate Republicans also forced

the elimination of a provision that

would deny additional welfare ben-

efits to women who have children

while receiving welfare payments.
The defeat of the family cap pre-
serves current procedure, where
benefits automatically increase
when a family has additional chil-
dren. )

Conservatives like Sen. Phil
Gramm (R-TX) argued against
subsidizing *“people who have ba-
bies they don’t want” and lamented
“the destruction of families.” But
others contended that the family
cap would mostly impact children
who, according to Sen. Patrick
Moynihan (D-NY), “haven’t been
asked to be brought into the world.”

Other concessions to moder-
ates came later in the week. The
Senate rejected 76-24 a proposal
introduced by Sen. Lauch Faircloth
(R-NC)to cut off benefits to moth-
ersunder 18 who have out-of-wed-
lock births.

Late Thursday, Republicans
agreed to add $8 billion for child-
care over five years, mainly to ap-
pease Democrats who claimed that
families forced to work under the
new plan would not have enough
money to pay forit. A Democratic
amendment providing $11 billion
for child care failed three days
earlier. Bowing to conservative
pressure, the Senate on Thursday

voted 63-37 to give states addi-
tional money if they could sub-

stantially reduce out-of-wedlock

births.

Despite these concessions that
climinated the most conservative
elements of the bill, the legislation
remains largely unchanged. Itim-
poses a strict work requirement,
which would require 50% of wel-
fare recipients to work by 2000,
puts a five-year limit on receiving
welfare benefits, and encourages
state innovation to break depen-
dency. Most importantly, the wel-
fare bill eliminates the entitlement
of Americans to welfare benefits
and makes,state governments
solely responsible for administer-
ing welfare programs.

The tone of the debate has
become markedly more conserva-
tive in the last year. Turning wel-
fare over to the states in block
grants and cutting off benefits af-
ter a certain time directly chal-
lenge 60 years of poverty legisla-
tion. Some Democrats were out-
raged that the debate moved so far
totheright. However, White House
spokesman Michael McCurry
praised the Senate bill as moving
“in the direction of real reform.”
His response indicated that Presi-
dent Clinton, like Democratic lead-
ers on Capitol Hill, is eager not to
appear as an obstacle in its path.

Sources include: September

13, 14, 15 of The New York Times
and Seprember 14 of The Wall

Street Journal.

Dean Rusk

U.N. Women’s Conference
makes mternatlonal strldes

By Eric Sapp
Dean Rusk Adjunct Reporter

This last week marked the end
of the Fourth World Conference
on Women. Overall, observers
seemed to be pleased with its out-
come and almost all the partici-
pants were pleased with how little
hostility there was between dis-
agreeing parties throughout the
conference. Issues brought before

the conference ranged from women

in leadership positions to lesbian-
ism. While not all of the issues
were addressed to the satisfaction
of everyone assembled, there was
major headway made on some
important topics.

Sex and power were the key
themes in the Conference’s Plat-
form of Action. A large emphasis
was placed ona woman’s ability to
make her own decisions in issues
surrounding her own sexuality and
childbearing.

Violence against women was
also given a great deal of consider-
ation by the assembly. In particu-
lar, rape as a result of war (which
has been common in the former
Yugoslaviaand Rwanda)and geni-
tal mutilation (which is still an
issue in many African countries)
were strongly condemned and pun-
ishments for these actions were
proposed.

The final emphasis was puton
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women’s position in society and
emphasized the importance of fe-
male leaders as well as reiterating
the importance of a strong family.

" It would be a mistake to as-
sume that the conference wentover
without a hitch. Itstarted offon the
wrong foot with all the problems
surrounding China’s harassment
of the delegates during the first
week of the conference. There was
also major disagreement over how
much equality women should re-
ceive. There was a large concern
among some countries (especially
Muslim ones) that following the
conference’s platform would lead
to major unrest and turmoil within
their countries which traditionally

oppose equality of the sexes. There
was also disagreement over.the
use of contraception and abortion
to help further women’s control of
their own bodies. And probably
the largest unrest resulted from the
issue of recognizing and comment-
ing on the rights of lesbians. Inthe
end, no statement was made re-
garding homosexuality.

The final consensus seemed
to be that women needed to be
protected by their countries from
abuse and given a more equal po-
sition in society. However, the ex-
tent of that equality was to vary

between different societies based

upon their historical, religious, and
social customs.
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‘Wrong Leg?

A Tampa surgeon who has been widely vilified and ridiculed for
mistakenly amputating the wrong leg of a patient on February 20
sought this week to regain both his license to practice medicine and
a measure of his once-solid reputation.

In a three-day hearing before the state official who will make
recommendations on his professional future, Dr. Rolarido Sanchez
and his lawyer, Michael Blazicek, publicly presented their side of the
story for the first time.

They said that a series of errors by othcr hospital personnel and
the severely diseased condition of both legs led Sanchez to believe

. that he was operating on the correct leg.

The blackboard to which surgeons refer in the operating room at

[ University Community Hospital listed the wrong leg for amputation,

as did the operating room schedule and the hospital computer system,
testimony showed.

By the time Sanchez entered the operating room, the wrong leg
had been sterilized and draped for surgery. .

Some doctors who appeared as witnesses said that the leg
Sanchez removed was in such poor shape that it probably would have
been amputated in the future.

Sanchez testified that he learned of his error from a nurse as he
was still cutting through the leg. After reviewing the patient’s file,
she had started to shake and cry. But by that point, he said, there was
no turning back.

Taken from the Sunday, September 17 Charlotte Observer

Cyberspace

Paul Saffo, Director of the Institute for the Future and author
of Dreams in Silicon Valley, in a computer chat via the Internet
with Fort Worth Star-Telegram staff writer Stephen Michaud:

You know that a technology is about to become a compelling
medium when it is attacked by the establishment as dangerous to
youth and culture. Remember, Plato railed against writing; the
Roman church violently opposed the printing press; 19th century
English intellectuals were alarmed by the effect of novels on youth.

Now *“cyberspace” is the target. But look at what a frail,
unconvincing thing cyberspace is — mostly text, some fuzzy graphics
and stilted applications, all running at excruciatingly slow speeds.
Only someone utterly unfamiliar with today’s on-line world would
seriously consider it a threat to anything.

Cyberspace is no more likely to destroy youth or culture than dnd
earlier media. On the contrary, like all earlier media, digital media
will be a source of renewal and growth. Culture itself constantly
evolves. This evolution only seems destructive to aging commenta-
tors attached to fuzzy memories of an idealized past.

Taken from the Sunday, September 17 Charloite Observer

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS!

Sculptured Nails ¢ French Manicures
Pedicures ¢ Tanning Booth

At The Duchess we offer you a day of stress- free
' pampering.

New additions to our store:
- Facialg
- Skin care
- Facial Tanning
Ask for Peggy
TANNING SPECIAL:
10 visits for $33.00 _

CONNIE AND MICHELLE:
Full Set of Nails for only $40.00 (thru February)

Located at the Chair Factory
20700 N. Main St., Cornelius
(704) 892 - 7030
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Half-naked
and tripping

What's the big deal? So what if the Bud Light Girls were featured at the senior party
‘at Signatures last Thursday night? What’s so bad about girls dressed in skimpy, tight black
dresses with the Bud Light logo written right across their probably-surgically-enhanced
chests? What’s so offensive about young girls strutting around a bar and gettmg paid for
giving out t-shirts and bottle openers? So what?

Now, how many people watched the Miss America pageant Saturday night? What’s
all this hoopla about the bathing suit competition? They’re allowed to wear bathing suits
and high heels in late September. How these women look in a swimming suit is absolutely
essential in order to judge who should be crowned Miss America. Can she sing, can she
dance, can she talk and smile at the same time, can she walk around half-naked without
tripping? These are extremely lmportant measures of judgement — we don’t want just
anyone. .- - B2

In the past four days, two pubhc events have demonstrated the stlll pervasnve sexism
active in our society. These events show, at the least, that we haven’t done enough in our
crusade against gender biases.

How can women fight for equality in education, government, or business when for
centuries they have been seen as objects of men’s sexual desires? Either consciously or
subconsciously, men and women translate the “ideal” images of women into a basis for
judging all women. These images effectively silence women; they are seen as more
physical creatures than men, and men are therefore more intellectual - more fit for
business, government, and education.

Of course so many womgen suffer from eating disorders and body image problems
when all they see on television, in magazines, on billboards, in movies, at pep rallies, or
at a bar are women labeled “perfect.” The very notion of the existence of a “perfect body”
is a perverse belief. Yet all of these forms of advertisement and entertainment continue
to communicate that women should strive to be 5°5” and under 119. The message behind
the bathing suit and the black dress screams that this is what women should look like, and
that they should look like this for men.

We don’t want to sound like Shulamith Firestone or any of the radical feminists who
believe lesbianism and test-tube babies are the only escape from oppression for women.
But we do recognize the subtle and incessant sexist messages fed to us every day, usually
under the guise of innocent fun.

At the senior party, the men and women were split up to play a trivia game. The
women were asked sports questions and the men were asked soap opera questions, as if
the men only knew sports and the women only knew soaps.. Obviously, these messages
are being sent both ways.

And we can’t just brush it off by saying “it’s the media’s fault.” Obviously, we are
also at fault. We are not at fault for going to Signatures even though we know the Bud
Light Girls will be there, and we are not at fault for watching movies or television shows
that objectify women — or men, for that matter.

We are at fault when we recognize these images, and don’t think about what they
represent (in effect, condoning them). We are at fault when we accept the Bud Light girls
and the “perfect” Miss Americas uiiblinkingly and definitively as the truth.

The Davidsonian is published weekly on Monday during the fall term by the students of
Davidson College. Please address fan mail and correspondences to: The Davidsonian,
P.O. Box 219, Davidson, North Carolina 28036. Phone (704) 892-2148 or -2149. Our
offices are located on the third floor of the Grey Student Union building. Opinions
expressed in letters to the editor or commentaries-do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Editorial Board of The Davidsonian. Subscriptions cost $35.00 per year. Advertising
rates are available upon request. Copyright is held by the Trustees of Davidson College.

LETTERS

Thanks for the wake up call

To the editors,

Last week The
Davidsonian reported that
Davidson has slipped from
number eight to number 21
in U.S. News and World
Report’s annual college
rankings. The administra-
tion was dumbfounded and
were unable to provide a
plausible explanation. This
reportshould serveas a wake
up call to this same adminis-
tration. Why has Davidson
slipped? Perhaps because
the administration and fac-
ulty have forgotten about the
needs of the students.

An obvious example of
this neglect may be found at
Covington Golf Coursé. The
athletic department has
failed to maintain this facil-
ity in the least. They cite
funding and physical plant
lay-offs as reasons for the
abominable condition of the
course, yet they still can af-
ford to build and maintain
new facilities for the soccer

teams. The athletic depart-
ment has sacrificed the nu-
merous average golfers so
that a few elites can have a
shiny new practice facility.

Further, the admissions -

staff has been. over-enroll-
ing for the past few years.
This increase in student
population has coincided

. withafaculty decisiontocut

classes taught from six to
five a year. As a result,
fewerand largerclasses must
serve an ever growing stu-
dent body. Where are the
close and personal classes
that Davidson has bragged
about for years? They are
quickly disappearing be-
cause the same number of
professors are teaching less
classes to more students.
‘This year fall convoca-,
tion has been moved from

‘parents’ weekend so that

Davidson can put on a big
show for a fund raising cam-
paign. My parents are com-
ing to parents’ weekend.

They were especially look-
ing forward to seeing their
$100,000 investment walk
all dressed up in cap and
gown (perhaps the only ma-
terial return they will ever
get on their money). I won-
der how my parents are go-
ing to feel when I tell them
the tenth of a million dollars

they have paid over the past
four years is not sufficient to

secure a seat at fall convoca-
tion.

Iwould like to thank the
staffat U.S. News and World
Report for giving Davidson
areality check. The faculty
and staff have been so busy
patting themselves on the
back that they have forgot-
ten about the one major area
that a liberal arts institution
must cater to, the students.
Perhaps now we can see a
return to the student oriented
college that so many of us
fell in love with years ago.

Sincerely,

Burt Arrington ‘96

At least get our name right

To the editors,

It's no wonder
DavidsondroppedintheU.S.
News and World Report
rankings — they don’t even
know ourreal name! Intheir
special college ranking edi-
tion, the magazine included
a special promotional add
on the cover referring to
Davidson as Davidson Uni-
versity. It's amazing how in
over three years of atten-
dance at this school I have
remained completely un-
aware of our graduate pro-
gram, .
How can we place any
faith in a group of journal-
ists who lack the basic intel-

ligence and research skills
to omit such blatant errors
on the front page of their
magazine?
Personally,Ibelievethe
preoccupation with these
rankings only does our insti-
tution discredit. Let’s stop
paying so much attention to

some ranking compiled by

clearly uninformed report-
ers who probably have never
even visited our campus.
Get back to the things
that made Davidson great in
the first place: helpful, ac-
cessible professors; small,
challenging classes: a
friendly open. atmosphere;
an intelligent yet charming

student body; and open court
parties with no limits on al-
cohol distribution or under-
age drinking (sorry, I had to
throw that last one in there).

The people responsible
for rating the various na-
tional liberal arts colleges
are obviously as clueless as
they are careless. I wish the
rest of the students and fac-
ulty here would join me in
tossing this second rate tab-
loid in the trash next to.the
last copy of The National
Engquirer.

Sincerely,
- Mike Guggenheimer
‘96






