
Burk proposes ways
to spend extra $3000
By MaryClareJalonick
Editor Emerita

Last month the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) voted
togivethemselves anautomatic5%
ofthe ActivitiesTaxCouncil(ATC)
budget. After some debate, new
SGAPresidentBusterBurkwillnot
movetoalter thispolicy.

Hewill,however,takehispro-
posedbudget to the ATC and ask
for approval. Because the ATCis
an SGA committeeand the SGA
has authority over it,this approval
willbenotmuchmore thanadvice.

Last year, the SGA received
around4% ofthe ATCbudget. Af-
tertuitionrises (andthe ATC bud-
getalongwithit),theautomatic5%
givestheSGAa30%increase from
lastyear,or aroundanextra$3000.

Burk will recommendthat the
extramoney be splitup into three
parts: $1000 extra for the four
classes ($250each),$1000for "spe-
cial projects," and $1000 for the
new Rides Program.

Heis unspecific aboutthede-

tailsof thisplan. Hesays theextra
$250 willgo toeachclass because
theyareallcurrently outofmoney.
He hopes the $1000 for "special
projects" willgotoward coordinat-
ing events with the town of
Davidson,possibly abarbeque.

TheRides Program, which is
currently in the works and sched-
uled tobeginthis semester,willuse
theother$1000. They will use the
money torent vansandcoordinate
rides toCornelius.

"Thisgives us someleewayto
doalot ofgoodthings,"saysBurk.

He would also like to see the
extrafundsgotowardorganizations
who petition the SGA for small
amounts throughout the year.

In an interview on February
16, Burk had plans to propose
changesto thebudgetincrease. At
that point,he suggested a sperate
fund for the.Rides Programanda
minimalincrease for theSGA bud-
geteachyear.

"Myproblemis thatwekindof

see DedsionS onpage 3

Applicationsup by12%this year, Admissions says
very accessible,both indisk form
andontheWorld WideWeb.Italso
eases the burden on teachers and
recommenderswhonowneedonly
fillout one form, insteadof stacks
ofdifferentones,"saysPayne.

Lest the Admission Office's
decisiontoaccepttheCommonAp-
plication appear too overly oblig-
ing,theCollegestillmandates that
all admission candidates submit
supplementary documentation.
Thisadditionalmaterialincludes a
characterrecommendation,andtwo
personalessays,oneconcerningthe
Davidson College Honor Code.'
'Whatwe'renoh'cingwiththeCom-

By StephenCefalu
Staff Writer 1

A recordnumberofadmission
applicationshavebeenreceived by
theOfficeofAdmissionsso farthis ■

year. The applicant pool for
Davidson'sClassof2001 currently
totals 3176 candidates,a 12% in-
crease over last year's tally. Dean
of Admission and Financial Aid
NancyCable says the riseinnum-
ber of applications for admission
can be attributedto a steadily in-
creasing public awareness of
Davidson's preeminence among
institutionsofhigher learning.

"ThequalityoftheCollegeand
thededicationofits facultyunques-
tionablyaccount for alargepartof
Davidson's allure," says Cable.
"Credit also our admissions staff
for workingextremelyhardto as-
semble anapplicantpoolofthevery
highestquality."

287 of this year's candidates
for admission applied early deci-
sion,and 66%havebeenoffereda
place inDavidson's Classof2001.
230 foreignnationals and arecord
202AfricanAmericanstudentshave
also applied for admission to
Davidson this year. "We're very
encouraged by the numbers.

Achievingamoreethnicallydiverse
applicantpoolhascertainlybeenan
importantgoalforus,"saysAssoci-
ate Dean of Admission Wookie
Payne.

Partofthereasonforthegrowth
ofthe applicantpoolmaystemfrom
theOfficeofAdmission'sdecision
toaccept theCommon Application
form from candidates for admis-
sion totheclassof2001.Overeight
years have passedsince Davidson
lastlisteditsnameamong thoseon
theCommon Application.

According to Payne,the deci-
sion wasinpartdrivenby technol-
ogy."The CommonApplicationis

mon Application"says Cable, "is
that thepercentageofhighcaliber,
legitimatecandidates foradmission
is increasing, rather than dissipat-
ing."

The AdmissionsOffice hopes
tointroduceapproximately 440new
members to theDavidsoncommu-
nity as its Class of 2001. "We're
reallyinanenviable position,"says
Payne."Students fromalloverthe
world, who have lots of talents,
interests, and abilities to offer
Davidsonarerepresentedwithinthe
applicantpool. This means forus
the strongestfreshman classever to
enter the school."

Weimar has longbeen considered
theheart ofGermanculture.

Thisdesignationexcludesother
parts of Weimar's past, however,
including the Buchenwaldconcen-
trationcampand thefailed Weimar
Republic,theconstitution forwhich
wasdraftedandsignedinWeimar's
National Theatre.

Beingacity of suchparadox,

seeSympOSilimonpage 2

German symposium: It takes a city
Approaches to the city ofWeimar

second annual Davidson German
Studies Symposium, theansweris
Weimar.

A relatively smallcity in the
former East Germany (one of the
speakerscalledit "podunk"offthe
record), Weimar is the 1999
KulturstadtEuropas,Europe'sCity
of Culture.

Home to Germany's favorite
sons,Goethe and Schiller,as well
as Gropius' Bauhaus movement,
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SOUNDS OFSPRING

BillGiduz
Freshman WesleyGoldsberry,Junior Eleanor Merit],andJunior ChristopherGyvesdidnot
fiddleawaythis week'snice weather as they joinedtheirfellow DavidsonCollegeOrchestra
members for anoutdoor rehearsal.

By J. Alison Bryant
Guest Writer

Theatre, sculpture, Goethe,
music,Schiller,Nazis,chocolates,
Goethe,democracy,landscape gar-
dening,SturmundDrang,ahunch-
back, Goethe, Bauhaus, the gro-
tesque, hermeneutics,andGoethe:
what doallof these thingshavein
common?

According to this weekend's

MeaganMitchell
Davidson'sown Weimar scholar BurkhardHenke
lookedback at thecultureandhistory of thecity.
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Community service debated at forum
By Allison Dolph

Staff Writer

Thursday night, a forum on
community service washeldin the
Morrison Room of the College
Uniontodiscussthepossibilities of
a service requirement for gradua-
tion, widening service opportuni-
ties toinclude service learningand
programsabroad,andgettingmore
people involved.

StuartLourd,DirectorofCom-
munityServiceandAssociateDean
of Academic Affairs at DePaul
University,moderated the forum.

About thirty people attended
thediscussion,including bothstu-
dents and staff, such as President
John Kuykendall, Dean Tom
Shandley,and Assistant Dean for
InternationalStudentsandCommu-
nity ServiceRuth Pittard.

Lourd opened the discussion
withabasicquestion:"Whyareyou
here?" Through a show of hands,
everyone at the forum had been
involvedinserviceatsomepointin
their lives.

Arecurring-anddivisivetheme
at thediscussionwas thepossibility
for aservice requirement.

Some people supported insti-
tuting a service requirement as a
validlearningexperiencethatwould
enhance the imageof theCollege,
bring people together, and open
doors for students who might not
otherwise have the initiative tobe-

ginservice.
On the other hand, concerns

wereraisedover "indentured ser-
vice," theadditionofyetonemore
requirement,and the possibility of
endangering our relationshipwith
the community througha debased
quality of service.

Otherspointed tothe difficulty
of what would count as service if
the requirement were established.
Some raised the question whether
servingas thecoordinator foraser-
viceproject inafraternitycould be
considered inthe samecapacity as
tutoringa childat the Ada Jenkins
Center.

Lourd challenged students to
broadentheir definition of a com-
munity, contending that whatever
happenson the Davidson college
campus directly impacts the sur-
roundingcommunity.

Although the discussion often
reverted back to the issue of a re-
quirement,Lourd challenged stu-
dents to think of ways topromote
service and accomplish the same
goalswithout makingserviceman-
datory.

At DePaul University,Lourd
said, the levelof students volun-
teering hasrisen from 300 to 1800
studentsoutof 2100 total.
Iam not convinced that the

invitationtoservehasbeengiven,"
Lourdsaid. Hebelieves stu-
dent participationmay increaseif
avenuesforservice arebroadened.

1975 population-have died.
Although the U.S.

voted for the U.N. resolu-
tion calling for the with-
drawalofIndonesiantroops
fromEast Timor,it contin-
ued todeliver arms toIndo-
nesia unabated. In 1979,
NoamChomskyandEdward
Hermanreportedthat"when
thepressdealswithTimorit
generallypresentsas fact the latest
handout of the Indonesian propa-
gandaagencies...orelsereportsthe
iniquityof the resistance, compli-
ments ofIndonesiangenerals."

TheStateDepartmentobserves
the same conventions in its book
The Washington Connection and
Third WorldFascism. Theauthors
believethatitisdue toIndonesia's
rejoining of the Free World as a
fully-accreditedmemberandstamp-
ing outof communisminOctober
1965 that encourages the U.S. to
give support to atrocities. As a
result,Indonesiawas armedroughly
90% withU.S.equipmentin1975,
according todeputyLegalAdvisor
of the State Department George
Aldrich.

Galhos will tell storv of survival

Lourd stressed the importance of
"findingyourpassion"for service.

Onepossibleoptiondiscussed
was offering service as a way of
fulfilling the Lifetime PEcredit.

Rather than ten hoursof aero-
bics or juggling, students could
spend threehours inskill training
and preparationandseven or eight
inpractice.

An exampleofintegrating PE
withservice wouldbeteachingbas-
ketball toneighborhoodchildren.

Two other issues discussed
were service abroad and service
learning.

Since a large proportion of
Davidson students already go
abroad, a service componentcould
beadded to theirexperiences.

In thecontextofservice learn-
ing,eachdepartmentcouldinclude
one course in their offerings that
incorporated service.

Just as students must meet the
CulturalDiversityrequirement,stu-
dentscouldfulfill aservice compo-
nent by takingaclassin theircho-
sendepartment.

Lourd pushedstudents to go
beyond the assignmentson thesyl-
labusandaskprofessors forservice
opportunitiesrelatingto theirstud-
ies: "Those who take the initiative
are the pioneers."

And,to stress the importance
of service, he also adds, "Those
without avision willperish."

By AnnCulp
News Editor

BellaGalhos, aTimorese hu-
manrights activist, willbe speak-
ingaboutherexperiencesunder the
Indonesiangovernmenttonightat7
p.m. in the 900 Room.

Galhos is one of three East
TimoreseinCanada who have es-
capedfromwhathasbeencalledthe
worstgenocidepercapita since the
Holocaust. She has undergone
forced sterilization in the Indone-
sian miliary's attempt to wipe out
theentireTimoresepopulation. In
addition,her two young brothers
werekilledby themilitary.

To understand Galhos'
struggles istounderstandtheplight
of East Timor, which was colo-
nized by he Portuguese. On De-
cember 7,1975,thePortugueseleft
East Timor, andthe Timoresede-
claredtheirindependence.Justdays
later,theIndonesian armyinvaded
and annexed East Timor, even
though the small country had no
historical ties toIndonesia. Over
thelast21years,morethan200,000
East Timorese-about a thirdof the

The 1996 Nobel Peace Prize
wasawarded toJose Ramos-Horta
whohas helpedtoraiseawareness
aboutEastTimor.Illegalcampaign
contributionsweremade by Indo-
nesiatotheClintoncampaign,while
theClintonAdministrationplanned
to sellIndonesianineF-16 fighter
jets. Ramos-Horta claims thatsell-
ing weapons to Indonesia "is like
sell weaponstoSaddam Hussein."
Thissalespurred theSenatetolimit
arms sales over the summer.

Ramos-Horta urges "quiet,
firm,andsustainedU.S. discussion
withIndonesia. America,theEuro-
peanUnionand Australia canpro-
vide the moral leadership to right
the wronginEast Timor withno
cost to themor toIndonesia."

ofWeimar."
The purpose of this interna-

tionalsymposium was "toexplore
Weimar culture during the long
eighteenthcentury(1640-1840)and
showcase that exploration as a
model for German cultural stud-
ies,"as statedin the catalog for the
symposium.

Presenters came to Davidson
fromGermany,Canada,andallover
the U.S.

German Symposium studies Weimar's history
frompageI

Weimarcontinues tobe a favorite
haunt of German scholars, 23 of
whom convenedon the Davidson
campus Feb.21-23.

Davidson's own Weimar
scholar, Burkhard Henke, along
withSusanneKordofGeorgetown
University, and Simon Richter of
the University of Maryland,orga-
nizedthesymposium,entitled"Cul-
tureStudies:ApproachestotheCity

Nineteen papers were pre-
sented, including topics such as
womenandmusic,propagandaand
human rights, class and gender
transgressions,thecommodification
of Weimar,and landscape garden-
ing.

Allinall, thesymposium was a
huge success, withseveralpresent-
ers citing itasone of the best con-
ferences which they have ever at-
tended.
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SGA debates amount
for Treasurer's,
Chancellor's salaries

lor LeeBurnett toreview specif-
icsof thebudget.

He thinks that the extra sal-
ary will come from the budget
increase that the SGA voted in
lastmonth.

"Since we will be getting
[around $14,000] instead of
$11,750, it willprobably come
directly from that."

Head Independent Senator
Matthew Hobbie feels that the
raiseshows adisturbingtrend. "It
seems to me that what they are
doing is splitting the jobandgiv-
inga$100raise.Iftheyaregoing
tosplit up theduties they should
split up themoney."

Hobbie feels that the recent
budgetincrease isnotavalidrea-
son toraise salaries.

"Thereseems tobe alack of
concern formoney[recently],"he
says.

Senior class senator Sarah
Terrydisagrees.

"Itseemedtomethat the$100
raiseisOKbecauseweareadding
responsibility to thepositions."

She says that the treasurer
position was.created so that the
SGA canhave someone who"is
ontopof thebudgetatall times."

ByMaryClare Jalonick
Editor Emerita

SGA President and Vice
President Buster Burk and Ann
HariottFisherrecently appointed
SophomoreEdWinanttothenew
positionof treasurer.

They appointedFreshman
Joslyn Ogdenas Chancellor.

Traditionally,the chancellor
is paid $800 from theSGA bud-
get.

Because the treasurer will
now take some duties from the
chancellor (control the budget,
meetwiththeActivitiesTaxCoun-
cil), Burk andFisher suggested
splitting the funds between the
two.

In a vote Tuesday,the SGA
decidedtopaythechancellor$700
and the treasurer$200.

This will require taking an
extra$100fromtheSGA budget.
When asked about using extra
funds at the meetingTuesday.

Winant toldmembersof the
SGA thathehadnothadachance
to lookat the budgetyet.

Inaninterviewthisweekend,
Winant said that he had still not
gottenin touch withex-chancel-
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Alex Obregon

Staff Writer

Swimming, movies, sobriety
tests and simulated car accidents
are a few of the many events that
willbe takingplaceduring thenext
fewdays,asthecampusrecognizes
Alcohol Awareness Week.

In conjunction withmany or-
ganizationsoncampus,HealthEdu-
cator Georgia Ringle coordinated
the week ofevents withthe theme
"Lollanobooza" to "get people to
think about their drinking, espe-
cially drinking and driving," says
Ringle.

In the past, Alcohol Aware-
ness weekhasbeenheldinOctober
whenitisrecognizednationally.

This year, however, because
therewasachangeinthepositionof
Alcohol and Drug counselor and
HealthEducator,ajobformerly held
byArtFlagg,the week wasplanned
to take place in spring semester

"You willmake better decisions if twobodies look at [theproposals]."
SGAfor approval.

According to former SGA
PresidentWarrenBufordandformer
ATC Chair Rebekah Peeples, the
proposal for an automatic 5% of
funding waspassedby theSGA in
order to solidify the link between
the two bodies and eliminate the
awkward situation of each SGA
approvingits ownbudget.

UnionBoardDirectorWilliam
Brown, who sitsontheATC. feels
thatthestrangerelationshipbetween
theATC andtheSGAhasnotcaused
majorproblems inthepast."Iknow
of no time whenthe SGA tried to
votedownthebudget that waspre-
sentedto themby the ATC."

Peeples says that the intent is
good,but the process should be
reviewed. "TheSGAwantstofund
a rides program— that's great. I
don'tthink thattheSGAis tryingto
pad theirresources.Theywerejust
trying to give themselves enough
moneyfor futureprojects.Theyuse
[themoney]well.It'sjustproblem-
atic that they did this withnoreal
check. You will make better deci-
sions ifyouhave twobodies look-
ing at [theproposals]."

Discussing the automatic 5%

Over 800 Summer
Jobs Available
Meet BrynMawr

Placement Director Wed.,
March 12th @ College

Union 1 lam - 3pm....For
advance applications and
jobdescriptions call toll

free: 1-888-526-2267

Get the inside
scoop, write for

news. Call Annor
Naresh x2148

TheSensuousBean
Coffeehouse/Cafe

136StumRd.
InMooresville

OpenMonday
-

Saturday
Fullline ofcoffees, ice

cream,andlight lunches
662-6606

Inherrecentlypublishedbook
FeministApproaches toBioethics,
Dr.RosemarieTongexploresfemi-
nistbioethics andtheneedforfemi-
nists tobuild consensus.

Tongdescribesfeministbioet-
hics as "attentive to issues ofgen-
der so that women don't get ne-
glectedandsothatafullerperspec-
tiveof the issues willbepresented
inethical analysis. Overall ethics
focus on allowingpeople to be as
freeaspossible andexperiencethe
leastpossibleharm."

sity in feminist bioethical view-
points enriches discussion, but
should notpreventfeminists from
arrivingatconsensus.

"You try to figure out which
policy, withallits implications, is
going tobenefit the most possible
women. You can't benefit all
women

—
that's impossible— but

this shouldn't prevent seeking the
bestpossiblethingforthemostpos-
sible women,"Tongsays.

InPartOneofherbook,Tong
critiques thedifferent feminist ap-
proaches to ethics and discusses
how theyrelate tononfeminist ethi-
calapproaches.

She suggests that the twopri-
mary typesof feministethics— the
ethicsof care, which focus onvir-
tuessuchasnurturingandcompas-
sion traditionally associated with
women and the ethics of power,
which focus on working toward
gender-equity and eliminating
things whichpromote apatriarchal
society— reinterpret traditional
ethical approaches withanempha-
sis onincluding women'sperspec-
tives,interests,modesofmoralrea-
soning, andthecultural valuestra-
ditionally associated withwomen.
She also discusses the substantial
differences amongthevariousfemi-
nist ethics.

In thesecondhalfofherbook,
Tongdescribeshowfeministethics
approach issuesofprocreationsuch
as contraception and sterilization,
abortion, artificial insemination,
surrogacy,andgeneticscreening.

She shows how various femi-
nist ethics differ from nonfeminist
ethicsandfromeachotheron these
issues. She also details the com-
plexityof feministethicsandbioet-
hical issues.

SpecialSkiProgramAnnounced
ForDavidson College

Students. Faculty andStaff

Weare pleasedto announcetheestablishmentofaspecialDavidson
CollegeSkiProgram whichisbeingmadeavailable by WimerplaceSki
Resort, nearBeckley,West Virginia. DavidsonCollegeStudents,
Faculty andStaff wishing to takeadvantageof thisspecialski program
mustpresent theirDavidsonCollege identification card whenpurchasing
lift tickets orrentingskiequipment.

SpecialPrices are: v

Weekdays (Monday throughFriday)
LiftTicket RentalEquipment

(skis,boots &poles)
9amtol0pm $19.95 $10.95
3pmtoI0pm $17.95 $10.95

Weekends/Holidays

8am to 10pm $34.95 $16.95
5pm to 10pm $21.95 $12.95

Compare theseprices to our regular prices. Weekend9am- 10pm lift
ticketandrentalswouldnormally be$57!

Ifstayingovernight,enjoyour sister resort.Glade Springs,orstay in
SlopesideCondos! Call800-634-5233 for reservations. Ask about
specialSpringBreak discounts forMarch!

This year Winterplaceadded2new quad(4person)chairlifls for a total
of 7 chairlifts to get you to the top fasterthanever. Plus,4new trails
(for a totalof 27 trails andasnowboard park)and anew 10,000 square
footmid-mountainfacility.TheMountainHouse.

WinterplaceSki Resortis located 16 milesSouthofBeckley,West
Virginia,2milesfrom1-77,Exit28, FlatTop.

Foradditionalskiing or lodginginformation,call 800-607-7669. For
latestsnow conditions,call the WinterplaceSnow Phoneat
800-258-3127.

Don'tlet the weatherinyour areafoolyou! Winterplacehas up to 5
feetofsnow over theentiremountain. State-of-the-art snowmakinghas
coveredthemountainwithsnow thatis moreresilientthan Mother
Nature"s! The snow ispackedintoadurablebase that lasts through

warmweatherandrain! Then, the snow is groomedintoasurface thai
you just can't waittoski! Winterplacehas thehighestsnowmaking
capacitycapabilityperacre in theSoutheast!
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Alcohol Week's events warnagainst excess
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Department and the North
MecklenburgMedics willdemon-
stratetheprocedures followedfora
car accident.

This will include extracting a
body from an actual wrecked car
that willbebrought to the Union
Patio onThursday.

Ringle is verypleased withthe
campus-wideeffort tobring these
eventstocampus.Accordingtoher,
thegoalofAlcoholAwarenessweek
is "tobring the issue of alcohol to
the forefront,toshowthatitis some-
thing wecan talkabout."

She emphasizes that alcohol
consumption is something that
shouldbediscussed. She alsorec-
ognizes that itisadifficult issue to
dealwithbecauseofthemixedpopu-
lation oncampus of legalandun-
der-age students. .

Shehopes thatthestudents do
notfeelasiftheyarebeingpreached
to,butwillhavefunandtake advan-
tage of allof the events.

Tong's book
explores
feminist
approaches to
bioethics
ByJennifer Starr
Staff Writer

other liquoruntiltheyarebothin-
toxicated.

Amemberof theNorthCaro-
linaState Patrol willthenconduct
the testnormally giventoindividu-
als who arepull over for driving
underthe influence.

Freeicecream sundaes willbe
servedfor thosewhowishtoattend
the demonstration.

"Sex, Violence, and a Six
Pack"is aseriesofskitswrittenand
performed by Davidson students
whichpaint "realistic picturesof a
party night on campus," Ringle
says.

This event,happening Tues-
day night, willbeheldin the 900
Room.

Attheendoftheperformances,
they audience is welcome to par-
ticipateinadiscussion.

"TheJawsofLife" exhibition
promises to be one of the most
exciting of the week'sevents

The DavidsonVolunteerFire

instead.
One of the advantagesof hav-

ing Alcohol Awareness week in
February, according to Ringle, is
that the events would get students
tostart thinkingabout drinking as
theyprepare for springbreak.

The campus and community
organizations involved include:
Residence Life,Dean of Students
office, Campus Security, Dining
Services, SHOC, the Theater de-
partment,theUnionBoard,theAth-
letics department,Patterson Court
Council,NorthMecklenburgMed-
ics, and the Davidson Volunteer
Fire department.

Highlighting theweek'sevents
are sobriety tests, "Sex, Violence
anda SixPack,"andawrecked car
displayedon theUnionPatio.

Thesobriety testwilltakeplace
Mondaynight at Vail Commons.

TwoDavidsonstudentswillbe
taking part in the demonstration:
one will be served beer and the

plan, Brown feels that "it would
havebeenbetterif theSGAhadhad
this reviewedby the ATC."

Even though theplan remains
the same,Burkplans todo this. "I
want to see whatthe ATC recom-
mends. Theyneedto lookatevery-
thingbecause that's their job."

Senior Class Senator Sarah
Terry feels that the increaseis war-
ranted."The [automatic 5%] isn't
■^repl.iti.ly out.Ttf M '
are the onlyorganization oncam-
pus whois madeup of the entire
student body and plans activities
that at some point target and in-
clude all facets of campus. And if
thatmanypeopleobjecttoit,thenit
is interesting that theirarguments
weren't raised earlier when we
passedit."

Peepleshopes that the money
is usedresponsibly. "Onehundred
dollars may not meana lot to the
SGA, but it wouldmean a lot to
Amnesty International or SERCH
or FLAG."

"This willbea trialyear," says
Burk. "If theridesprogram is abig
flop, then we won't need [the in-
crease].This is agood year to try
it."

TheATC,thestudent-ledcom-
mittee that allocates funds to all
independentcampusorganizations,
isacommitteeoftheSGA. Before
theSGA votelastmonth, theSGA
had asked for funds in the same
mannerasallotherorganizations—
bysubmitting a budgetto the ATC
for approval. After the ATC ap-
proves a budget, the entire list of
allocationsissubmittedback to the

frompage 1

overrodetheATCcouncil indecid-
ing this.Now wehavealmost$3000
that could go toalotofother orga-
nizations,"Burk saidthatday.

That night, however, he met
withtheSenateExecutiveCommit-
tee of the SGA and together they
decided that the increase wasnec-
essary for the SGA.
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AnnCulp

NewsEditor

Morris Blachman, Assistant
Dean ofContinuingMedical Edu-
cation at the University of South
Carolina, spoke on "America's
AddictivePolicy inTheDrugWar:
BreakingtheHabit"onThursdayin
the 900 Room. He washosted by
the DeanRuskProgram.

Blachman is the co-author of
DrugWarPolitics:PriceofDenial.
In his book, he examines why
America's warondrugs willnever
work, why it persists as a failure,
andpossiblealternatives toitsbattle
tactics.

"The basic approachwehave
had is going after [drug] supply.
The idea is to keep [drugs] from
getting into the country. If[drugs
do] get into the country, then we
take a punitive approach," says
Blachman.

Problems occur in two areas,
according toBlachman. They are
whathe terms the "profitparadox"
and the "hydro effect." He says,
"The veryprocessofmakingdrugs
[specificallymarijuana,heroin,and
cocaine]legalalsogeneratesaprofit.
Wemakeitenticingforpeopletobe
in thebusiness. This is called the
'profitparadox.'"

Blachman outlinedthe lifeof
onekiloof cocaine todescribe the
"hydro effect." The cocoa leaves
needed to make cocaine can be

the drug waris still there and that
theagencyshouldstillbeinvolved
intheprocess.

No one in Congress would
standup against this bureaucratic
process for fearof appearing"soft
ondrugs." With 74differentcom-
mittees todeal with the drug war,
every Congressperson has his or
herclaiminthewarondrugs,how-
everinefficient. The President can
alwayspick up the drug war as a
high-profile battle.

"Around 1900, you could turn
toyourSearsRoebuck catalogand
ordermorphine. You could go to
your neighborhoodstore and buy
medicinewithcocaineinit. Many
people used these drugs and had
normal jobs, families,etc. Then a
concerndevelopedaboutaddiction.
There was a belief that Chinese
brought opium,Africans cocaine,
Mexicans marijuana whichall re-
sultedinthecorruptionofAmerica.
The thought was 'If those people
don'tprovide it,thenwewon'thave
aproblem. It's a supply problem
and not a demandproblem,'"says
Blachman.

Through ideas propagatedby
organizations such as the Federal
Bureau of Narcotics (FBN), drugs
andcrimewereinterlinked. Amovie
was created by the FBN called
"ReeferMadness" which said that
people who smoke marijuana go
crazy immediately.

"Bythetimewegottothe '50s,
notonlyhad wemadedrugs puni-

tive,but we began to raise prison
termsandmakemandatorysentenc-
ing,"saysBlachman."Because we
haveovercrowdedjails,werelease
peoplewitharmedrobberytomake
roomfor someonecaught with two
joints."

IntheUnitedStatesalone,12.5
million people admitted that they
have used heroin, marijuana, or
cocaine in the last month, 20-30
millionusedoneormorein the last
year, and 2.5 millionpeople are
fully addicted to one or more of
thesedrugs. Yet,whenonegoes to
a public facility for treatment, a
person is immediately stamped a
criminal. A pregnant woman can

haveherchildtakenawayandgoto
jail for drug use while pregnant,
thus many women continue their
habitinprivatewithoutseekinghelp
andproduceaddicted children.

"Reduceharm,reduceusage is
incompatible with the paradigm
we're talking about now. This is
not a winnable strategy," says
Blachman.Heproposes a strategy
whereneedle exchangesareencour-
agedandreducedusageinlevels is
encouragedas opposedto thezero-
tolerance drugpolicynow.

"Thisisapoliticalstruggleand
anissue ofpower,"saysBlachman.
"It takes thatstruggle toremove the
paradigm."

1500. Theyareprocessedandsold
ataprofit tosomeonewhobrings it
totheUnitedStates. Now thevalue
of the cocaineisat $20-30,000. By
the time it is sold in Detroit or
Davidson,itcosts$250-300,000.

"Ifyou thinkofthis as a busi-
ness,understanditas agood, solid,
wide open capitalist enterprise,"
says Blachman. "Do you stopbe-
causetheU.S.governmentis inter-
dictingsomeofit?Anybodycanget
intothisbusinessand theamountof
money that you can get into one
briefcase is suchthata lotofpeople
do it. So manypeople do it that
there is no way tocontrol it."

Blachman believes that drug
problemsexist because the "profit
paradox"makesbuyingandselling
drugs tooprofitableandthe "hydro
effect"makes toomany peoplein-
volved. Yet, thereis nosolutionin
more resources,betteror more co-
ordination by officials, or more
emphasis on the waron drugs, ac-
cording toBlachman.

Movingin the directionwhere
fundingis going to beavailableis
very good for agencies, he says.
There are currently 43 U.S. gov-
ernmentagencieswhoaretrying to
findtheir wayintothedrugwar,"he
says. Blachman calls this problem
the NarcoEnforcement Complex,
or NEC.

Without anoverarchingevalu-
ator,Blachmansays,eachagencyis
responsibletoits ownmission. To
receive fundinE.It mustprove that
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Blachman aims to break America's drughabit
4

AaronKadoch
Blachman attackedthe U.S. supply-sidedrug war Thursday night
in the900Room.




