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State agency tries to curb
underage drinking at Davidson
Students, cops displeased with efforts

By JEssica Goobson
News Editor

The Alcoho! Law Enforcement
agency has been patrolling the Davidson
campus consistently and unsolicited since
early October.

Atthe SGA meeting Tuesday, Dean
of Students Tom Shandley stated that ALE
officials have not been invited to campus,
but they do have state-wide jurisdiction
and therefore a right to be here.

Ray Thrower, Director of Public
Safety, however, has asked that ALE no-
tify the college when they plan to come in
the future.

Richard Griffin, Supervisor at the
North Carolina Alcohol Law Enforce-
ment agency, said that ALE is acting on
aCrime Control program initiated several
months ago to reduce the percentage of

-alcohol-related accidents involving young
adults by 10 percent. The word “acci-,

dent” refers specifically to motor vehicle
accidents where the driver's alcohol level
is .08 or above.

The program entails that ALE bol-
ster patrols in 12 North Carolina counties
with the highest accident rates for people
ages 15-20, where aicohol is the major
contributing factor.

Mecklenburg County has one of the
highest incidence rates, with 120 such
alcohol-related accidents in the last year.

Patrolling outlets near college and
high school campuses in particular —
where attempts to purchase, possess, and
consume alcohol by those under 21 is
common — ALE are closely scrutinizing
football games, concerts, and parties, as
well as ABC stores.

In 1995, 5,000 people under age 21
were arrested for Driving While Intoxi-
cated (DWI) in North Carolina. The goal
of ALE is to lower those figures.

" “We’ll see how ourefforts go,” Grif-
fin said. “State-wide statistics will be out
next year. Right now we're just testing

the water. This is an ongoing process, and
it will continue through this year and
probably longer.”

So far, student response to the pres-
ence of ALE on campus has been nega-
tive. One student, who chose to remain
anonymous, related what happened to him
on Friday, Nov. 7, around midnight:

*“Iwas walking from the senior apart-
ments with about six or sevenotherpeople.
As we came out of the woods and ap-
proached the road, a white Ford Taurus
screeched to a stop about 20 feet in front-
of us. We all were wondering what was
going on until we saw a man jump out of
the driver’s seat with a flash light yelling
at us.to stop.”

Although he never identified him-
self, the officer wore the ALE emblem on
his jacket. He cited the student for posses-
sion of alcohol — “despite the fact,” the
student said, “that I didn"t have any alco-
hol on me.

“He said he saw me holding a beer

and that [ could cooperate and receive a
fine for possession, or he would make this
offense amisdemeanor and it would go on
my permanent record.”

The student accordingly received a
$90 citation. Later that evening, he no-
ticed that the officer had miscalculated his .
age as 18 instead of 19. To correct the

- mistake would require that the student

hire a lawyer. .

A citation implies a criminal charge;
a person 19-20 years old caught possess-
ing or consuming alcohol will be charged
with an infraction and receive a $25 fine.
Anyone under the age of 19 will be charged
with a misdemeanor offense and be re-
sponsible for court fees in addition to a
fine. Those who are not of legal age
caught atternpting to purchase or purchas-
ing alcohol; or using a fake ID, will not
only be charged with a misdemeanor of-
fense. but required to make a mandatory
court appearance which cannot be waived.

See Alcohol on page 2

Panel of four discusses methods of

By SaraH OGDEN
News Editor

Four professors from various de-
partments formed a panel at the first
forum on the Writing Center Wednes-
day in the Union Home Room, as each
person spoke about a specific topic be-
fore the floor was opened to questions
from the audience.

Tim Waples of the Englishdepart-
ment acted as mediator, and the panel
was comprised of Hansford Epes (Ger-
man and Humanities), Annie Ingram
(English), Greta Munger (Psychology),
and Patricia Peroni (Biology).

After a brief promotion of the
Writing Center, Waples expressed his
enthusiasm at the size of the audience.

“We actually had to bring in some

mare chairs,” he said. “The more, the

merrier.”

Epes was the first to speak. He
chose to discuss writing in Humanities
classes.

*I think of writing as a process of
shaping and sharing,” he said.

Epes explained that a good Hu-
manities papershould have aclear shape
and idea, and should be mechanically
correct.

However, Epes also said that he
wants students to “explore different

.strategies of writing” and to assimilate

ideas.

“We will ask you to think for your-
self — often,” he said.

Ingram spoke next on peer evalu-
ations. Peer evaluations, she explained,
are a process by which students read
and edit each other’s papers. Ingram
believes it makes students better read-

ers, writers, and editors.

“It forces time for revision,” she
said, and “gives varied feedback” in-
stead of merely one professor’s point of
view all the time.

“We are not infallible as people,”
Ingram admitted.

She pointed out, though, thatevalu-
ations should contain honest, construc-
tive criticism to be useful.

Munger, the next to speak, talked
of her own college experiences at the
University of Chicago.

Munger said that she had found
that she learned more on open-book
tests that required her to integrate
sources to come up with a comprehen-
sive answer — in only two pages of
writing. . :

Munger transferred this to her
teachings at Davidson, and sometimes

good writing at forum

gives her students open-book tests of
the same type she had in college.

It is possible to fail open-book
tests, she said. by not answering the
question.

Munger’s advice was for students
to write their answers, then edit them
down to the allotted amount of space by
getting rid of superfluous material.

Munger sees this type of examina-
tion as a way to force students to think
about what they are writing. It is also
applicable in life, she said.

The last professor to speak was
Peroni, who talked about writing sci-
ence papers.

In some respects, she said, science
papers are easier to write because the
audience is already defined, and there is
a set format — that which journals use.

However, she said, it is important

U
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tobe concise in a science paper, and this
is where students have problems. Peroni
said that -scientists don’t have much
time to read, and so what they do read
must be specific, concise, and in a fa-
miliar format.

Peroni suggested that students look
at related journals for an *“idea of how
people are reporting theirinformation,”
and that they “ask somebody for some
help.”
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The SGA voted Tuesday to allo-
cate $700 from its special projects
fund to help finance the Films
Committee’s presentation of this
spring’s African-American Film Fes-
tival.

Assistant Dean of Students and
Director of Minority Student Affairs
Ermest Jeffries also pledged to aid the
Committee by allocating as much as
$200 from the Dean of Students Of-
fice budget.

The African-American Film Fes-
tival marks the third-annual spring
festival in a line which has included
the Women'’s and International Film
Festivals in the past.

Chair of the Films Committee
Jenny Nolan said that, in the spirit of
the spring festivals, this was the next
logical step.

“We put on the festival with the
intent of bringing people and their
experiences together,” she said. “We
hope many will be enriched by this
spring’s film festival.”

Nolan wrote to 24 organizations,
imploring them to lend even minimal
support to the Festival. So far, SGA
and the Dean of Students Office are
the only organizations who have re-
sponded favorably — oratall —to her
request.

The Committee still needs ap-
proximately $2,100 to cover bar, tech,

Afncan-Amerlcan Film Festlval

publicity, and shipping costs. Film
recls typically cost between $250 to
$550.

A list of films was generated by
the Committee and narrowed to 10 by
Assistant Professor of History Bar-
bara Ballard. The selection was then
finalized by the BSC Special Events
Committee.

Films on the schedule for the Feb-
ruary festival include “Malcom X,”
“Rosewood,” “Secrets and Lies,” “The
Color Purple,” “Daughters of the
Dust,” “Shaft,” “Love Jones,” and
“Friday.”

The films will be shown during
the weeks spanning Feb. 8-20. Speak-
ers will facilitate discussion after sev-
eral of the films, including Dean
Jeffries following “Love Jones.”

Nolan pointed out that it would
be easy for the Films Committee to
offer blockbuster or independent films
exclusively, but she hopes that by
branching out, she can lend even more
validity to Union programming and
further campus enrichment.

“We need visible campus sup-
port for the Festival,” Nolan said. It
educates and challenges the commu-
nity to address the issues we’re aware
of, but perhaps don't confront on a
regular basis.

“The Festival embraces solidar-
ity and learning.”

JEssica GoODSON

Davidson C=ollege
Police Blotter

department.

Johnsfon Gym,

stacium.’

Campus police holding unregistered bicycles

Over me course of fhls semesfer, ccmpus po|lce have plcked
up nUMerous unregistered bikes across campus. Although many
of these bikes have been claimed, olmos’r a dozen remainwith ’rhe

Lt. David McLaurin asks fhat any sfuden’r wholeft hisor her blke
unregistered and has found that bike missing to please come and
inquire about it In the campus pollce station loctited behind

Circuits cut to Richardson Field, cops point out
strange connections

On Nov. § at 3:35 p.m., the valadine circuit feeder wires were
cut with electrical tools. These wires are located along the'
stadium’s main tunnel and gate access area and power the key-
card locks to the stodlum ond other elecfrlcol devlces inside the

Southem. Bell was colled out to flnd and fix the problem
Esﬂmoﬂon of damage stands at $100.

- This crime seems to be morethan Jus'f asimple gef-drunk—cu'r—
stuff.cAme, considering the power wires fo.a. Jackson Court ofﬂce
were cutina very slmllqr fashton on Oc’r 2.

202 50. Main 5t. » Davidson

Bv SarRAH OGDEN
News Editor

Theadvertisements read, “* Sexual
Etiquette’: Dr. Robert Hatcher, director
of the Family Planning Clinic at Grady
Hospital and co-author of Contracep-
tive Technology, gives a frank, humor-
‘ous talk emphasizing healthy sexuality
and responsibility to oneself and one’s
partner.”

Students and employees of the
College filled most of the seats in the
Union 900 Room last Monday evening

" to hear the Emory professor speak for

the second time that day.

After an enthusiastic introduction
by Eleanor Hatcher, Robert Hatcher
began his speech with a brief summary
of his background. A Williams College
graduate, Hatcher has been teaching
“Sexual Etiquette 101” seven times a
year for 18 years to Georgia Tech stu-
dents. He then progressed to his.mes-
sage.

“Sex is a big, big deal,” Hatcher
said. “It’s also a very tough subject to
tatk about.”

Silence about the subject, how-

Tatcher speaks on ‘Sexual Etiquette’

ever, can lead to what Hatcher referred
to as “the four H's”: HIV, Hepatitis B,
herpes, and HPV, or human papllloma
virus.

HPV, Hatcher said, is like the
chicken pox. Since the virus is always
present, it can recur years later. HPV
is also a known cause cancers of the
cervix and penis.

A method of preventing cancer;
Hatcher said, is to take birth control
pills. Taking the pill regularly helps
prevent cancers of the ovary and en-
dometrium (the lining of the uterus),
and deters the formation of benign
masses in the breast and non-func-
tional ovarian cysts.

Hatcher also extolled the virtues
of condoms, saying, “Condoms really
do work.”

He cited a study of prostitutes,
who showed a lower rate of sexually
transmitted diseases than the general
public because, according to Hatcher,
they have fewer instances of unpro-
tected sex.

Eachmethod of contraception has
advantages and disadvantages, though,

cautioned Hatcher. “Figure out if |t 5

good for you, or not so good,” he ad-
vised.

Hatcher answered a question from
the audience on Morning After Pills
(MAPs) by handing out informational
sheets on both MAPs and Emergency
Contraceptive Pills (ECPs), which in-
cluded a phone number to find clinics in
a specific area where these are avail-
able. (MAPs and ECPs are not avail-
able directly at the College except
through referral.)

Birth control pills and Intrauterine
Devices (IUDs) can also be used in
place of MAPs and ECPs if need be,
Hatcher said.

Hatcher later showedslides of case
studies, contraceptives, and quotes, in-
cluding astatement that said, “The erect
penis has no conscience.”

He closed by reciting Robert
Frost's “The Road Not Taken.™

“Whereveryou'vebeensexually.”
Hatcher said, “I hope you take the road
less traveled, sexually.”

Hatcher advised the audience to
tell the truth, to always use protection,
to avoid infections, and “never to use
force in a sexual role.”

First lecture deals w1th status of women

By Jessica GoobsoN
News Editor

Robert A. Hatcher, MD, MPH,
Professor of Gynecology and Obstet-
rics at Emory University School of
Medicine, delivered a lecture entitled,
Next Century the Status of Women Must
Improve: Why Not Now, to an audience
mostly comprised of pre-med society
students. In Monday’s lecture, he con-
veyed his belief that “the major repro-
dugtive health problems facing the world
will not be solved in the century ahead
unless the status of women improves.”

His speech revolved around three
points: improvement of reproductive
health should be a top priority, this is
contingent on the improvement of
women's status, and if contraception is
preferable to abortion in preventing
unwanted pregnancies, women must be
educated about contraceptive options.

Through a series of case studies,
Hatcher illustrated his points, as well as
the inferior status of women world-
wide. In each case the woman’s right to
choose was compromised, resulting in
unwanted pregnancy, transmission of
sexual diseases, and sometimes death.

In one case, a gynecologist in Jor-
dan would not insert a contraceptive
device because the female patient, al-
though she had three children, had no
sons: the valued sex in that country. She
wascondemned tounwanted pregnancy
because she had not borne a son for her
husband. In another case, Hatcher re-
lated the story of an HIV negative
woman in Zaire who was part of a
Center for Disease Control study of

discordant couples (her husband was
HIV positive). She was advised to con-
sistently use condoms and suffered
physical abuse from her husband as a
result. She returned to the clinic with
one eye swollen shut. and multiple
bruises and lacerations. Within 6 months
she was also HIV positive.

A third case involved a mother of
5 in Atlanta who wanted a tubal liga-
tion. Her husband. in accordance with
Muslim religious law, denied her re-
quest. She subsequently performed a
self-abortion by injecting air into her
uterus. Her daughter found her dying in
the bathroom.

According to Hatcher, although
they were educated about contraceptive
options, these women's subordinate sta-
tus precluded their right to make repro-
ductive choices. Many women are sim-
ply not as knowledgeable about contra-
ception. '

, Hatcherpromoted educationabout
the use of contraceptive pills (the “morn-
ing after” pill), and the post-coital IUD
as effective emergency contraception.
He also cited the progesterone secret-
ing IUD, monthly injections of estro-
gen and progestin, a vaginal microbi-
cide which kills STD agents including
HIV and chlamydia, and RU 486 (the
abortion pill) as “exciting contracep-
tive prospects for the years ahead.” He
added, however, that “our major repro-
ductive health initiatives can’t succeed
until the status of women does im-
prove.”

“While new methods will help, we

need to use the methods we have,” said

Hatcher."*Male methods now (condoms

and vasectomy), are actually the very
best options in my mind. They are actu-
ally better than the options for women
and they must be called upon more and
used more.”

According to aretrospective study
conducted by acolleague who surveyed
the Brothel Associationin Nevada, only
1 in 829 condoms break. In a prospec-
tive study, there were zZero condom
breaks in 350 acts of vaginal inter-
course.

Vasectomy, however, is the only
contraceptive method for men which
guarantees 100 percent effectiveness.
Whereas a tubal ligation (female steril-
ization) has a failure rate of 5.3 percent
in the ten years following surgery for
women under the age of 30, absence of
sperm in the semen following vasec-
tomy can be periodically confirmed.

Hatcher challenged the audience

to facilitate the improved status of

women by actively advocating for
women, making career decisions to cen-
tinue work in the field of family plan-
ning, and considering how they could
get men to utilize the male methods at
their disposal.

Hatcher said that women should
get the power in making choices about
their reproductive health, and that a
doctor must be willing to let them make
a mistake. The point, he said, is to
educate a patient, but never to talk her
out of what she really wants.

“The new source of power is notin
the hands of the few, but in the educa-
tion of many,” quoted Hatcher. “If
women are going to gain more power,
men are going to have to give that
power up.”

Unannounced, unappreciated visits by
ALE perturb students, administrators

Alcohol from page 1

and will have their licenses revoked by the
Department of Motor Vehicles.

“I don’t believe that ALE is neces-
sary or productive on Davidson's cam-
pus,” the student said. “Nothing good can
come from their presence. I believe col-
lege is a transition in many respects, such
as the law. College students make mis-
takes from time to time.

“With campus police officers, these
mistakes can be corrected with no serious
consequences to one’s life. When state
officers are on campus, the possibility of
offenses on your permanent record can
occur. Most of the things that happen on

" this campus aren’t worth such a harsh

punishment.”

Students have also cited that ALE
officers seemingly undermine the respect
of Davidson’s own campus police offic-
ers. They ask how patrolling this campus
could influence the rate of alcohol-related
accidents when drinking on campus ef-
fectively discourages drunk driving.

Another student who was fined $80
for possession of alcohol said, “We're on
campus, we're not driving anywhere.”

She was crossing the street when a
plain-clothes ALE officer confronted her
‘at 9:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 10. He cited
the cup in her hand and its potential con-
tents as probable cause for stopping her.

“The whole episode was absurd,”
she said. “There are drunk drivers on the

road that they should be pulling over.”

After hiring a lawyer, her case was
dismissed, although the magistrate sug-
gested she complete some community
service.

Thrower said that when ALE origi-
nally came to Davidson, they informed
him that they would be patrolling the area.
He asked them to alert him of future
patrols, but they have not contacted him
since their first visit to campus.

As of now, Thrower has no proof
that ALE has been on campus recently.
He isasking anyone who has been written
up within the past three weeks to contact
campus police or see him in person so he
canlook at the citation and take note of the
ALE officers involved.



Stallcrowd hears Kooglr discuss the benefit of donat

By MARY-ELisE BRUMFIELD
Staff Writer

Dr. Tracy K. Koogler, M.D., came
to Davidson Tuesday to speak on the
issue of non-heartbeating organ donors.
Her talk, entitled “Pediatric Non-
Heartbeating Donors: The Potential
Benefits of a Protocol,” took place in
Chambers Gallery and drew a small
crowd consisting of Davidson students
and people from the Davidson commu-
nity.

Koogler was introduced as a 1988
Davidson graduate who went to the
University of Virginia to get her degree
before doing her residency and intern-
ing at Children’s Hospital in Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

She now works in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
atthe Chjldren’s Hospital located there.

Koogler started off her talk with a
brief history of organ transplants in the
United States. She cited the firstkidney
transplant as taking place in 1967, when
aman named Christian Barnard received
a kidney from a South African woman.

~  She emphasized that the need for

organ donors has been — and still is —

very great.
According to her statistics, there

were 50,000 patients on the national
organ donation waiting list in 1996, but
only 19,000 of those received trans-

- plants.

Overall, only 46 percent of suit-
able donors actually consent to giving
their organs to someone who needs
them. Asaresult, the numbers of people
who need organs is going up, but the
number of available organ donors is
decreasing.

Koogler next spoke about what
constitutes brain death. She cited sev-
eral criteria that have to be met in order
for a doctor to declare brain deathin a
patient. Theseinclude: acomatose state,
a lack of breathing, the absence of
brainstem function, normal blood pres-
sure and temperature, and no spontane-
ous movement. .

The patienthas toconsistently meet
these requirements in two formal ob-
servations and all informal observa-
tions to be pronounced brain-dead.

-~ The next point of Koogler’s talk
was about non-heartbeating organ do-
nors themselves.

She defined a “non-heartbeating
donor” as a patient who has an irrevers-
ible disease or injury that will lead to
their death or an unsatisfactory mode of

living, and who does not respond to
attempts at resuscitation.

However, she emphasized that
non-heartbeating patients are still
“brainalive.”

Koogler cited certain criteria that
a non-heartbeating patient has to meet
in order to be an organ donor. First,
they cannot show any signs of having
HIV or hepatitis, and they cannot have
any systematic infections or extracra-
nial malignancies either.

And second, the patient must die
within two hours of his or her removal
from all life support systems, or their
organs will go bad and cannot be used.

Children are now being focused
upon as another source of non-
heartbeating organ donors, she said,
because they have the highest rates of
death resulting from primary brain in-
juries, and therefore already produce
high rates of organ donations.

Koogler continued with some ethi-
cal issues that are at stake where non-
heartbeating organ donation is con-
cemned. Officially declaring a patient’s
death by establishing the lack of aheart-
beat in the patient is very controversial
because of the question of whether or
not the heart can start beating again on

its own.

At this point, there is no known
data on that issue, which makes it an
iffy topic for doctors.

Another issue that was cited as
being one of ethical concem was the
Uniform Determination of Death Act,
which was established under Presiden
Reagan. '

This act proved to be controversial
because of the differing opinions on the
number of minutes a patient may be
declared dead either if they have no
functioning respiratory and circulatory
systems, or if their brain does not func-
tion, which is another topic of contro-
versy.

Other areas of ethical concern that
Koogler mentioned were: the Doctrine
of Double Effect (i.e., administering
medications to the patient to relieve
their pain when they go off life support
versus killing them to get their organs);
the place of death (saying goodbye to a
dying loved one in the operating room);
and the public’s perception of non-
heartbeating organ donations.

She concluded by saying that the
issue of non-heartbeating organ donor
protocol is very controversial, and it has
gotten a lot of negative press coverage.

show that presented a very negative,
one-sided look at the issue, which went
on the air after a woman in Cleveland
threatened a heart institute with a po-
tential lawsuit for making it their prac-
tice to accept nonheartbeating patients
as organ donors. ’

However, there are also some very
positive things that can be said for non-

» heartbeating organ donors.

Statistics show that non-
heartbeating donors do— at least, where
kidneys and livers are concerned. .

There are also several other coun-
triesbesides the United States that imple-
ment a policy of using organs from non-
heartbeating donors -— Spain, Japan,
and the Netherlands, to name a few.

Maybe the most important thing
of all is that many of the families who
have lost children are willing to donate
their children’s organs to people who
desperately need them.

If that continues to be the norm, it
could potentially increase the number
of pediatric donors by as much as 40
percent, which would in turn greatly
increase the total number of annual or-
gan donors.

By LAURA CRAVER
Staff Writer

While students almost unani-

" mously agree that Davidson bolsters

one of the most reputable academic
environments in the country, muchmore
dissentionexists when the focusis turned
to the social environment.

Although often facing opposition,
students and faculty have made tremen-
dous strides during the last 150 years in
creating a social atmosphere that pairs
well with its academic one.

The issue today is the potential
addition of sororities to a campus that
solidly embraces the current system.
On that note, it may be worthwhile to
reflect on the history of fraternities and
eating houses at Davidson.

Prior to the Civil War, the social
interaction for the relatively “isolated”
Davidson men was provided by the
Eumenean and Philanthropic Literary
Societies. However, these societies
stressed academic pursuits and became,
in effect, additions to the curriculum.
Still a “social gap existed that longed to
be filled.”

The beginnings of a solution came
in 1857 with a representative from Beta
Theta Pi at Chapel Hill. During his stay,
he appealed to the students and in the
following January initiated three
Davidson men. Among them were the
two presidents of the literary societies.

Longing for an alternative, the stu-
dents also established a Chi Phi chapter
in 1859.

While these early “fraternities”
grew to approximately 13 students each,
they remained a well-kept secret in a
time when Davidson was not receptive
to secret organizations, hidden from the
“rigid eye” of the faculty, or to their
tendency towards “undesirable con-
duct.”

The Civil War brought a quick

“state of prolonged dormancy for the
fraternities as many members traded
their books for guns and headed to war.

When students returned to campus
after the war, the fraternities fought an
uphill battle to regain their footing at
Davidson. First faced with a ban on all
secret societies, the societies were slow
to move.

However, an agreement reached

A brief history of Greek life at

among the College and the lifting of the
ban provided relatively fertile ground
for fraternities, even on a campus that
prohibited drinking, cards, pool, and
dancing.

And, by the 1890s and with the
addition of Kappa Sigma, Davidson
fraternities seemed to bloom and even
“slip from the gaze of authority.”

Fraternities weathered three more
wars and a number of minor setbacks.
In the sixties, serious questions were
raised concerning fraternity practices
such as hazing and the “tragically ne-
glected” non-fraternity men.

In response to a huge rush in Feb-

ruary 1968, the faculty and administra-
tion charged the fraternities to draw up
a plan “which will permit any student to
have asocial affiliation with a fraternity
if he chooses to do so.” After some
revisions and negotiating, “self-selec-
tion” was born.

To accept this self-selection plan

meant, for some fraternities at least, the
withdrawal of their national charters.
Phi Gamma Delta, along with
Sigma Phi Epsilon, decided not to con-
form to the self-selection pulicy and

Davidson

chose the option to move off campus.

While a few fraternities folded or
lost their charters, several remained
strong and thrived on campus with the
support of a swelling number of
pledges.

Today, seven fraternities are ac-
tive on the Davidson campus: Kappa
Alpha (1880), Kappa Sigma (1890, re-

chartered 1988), Phi Delta Theta
(1928), Phi Gamma Delta (1913, char-
tered in 1923, re-colonized 1989), Pi
Kappa Alpha (1893), Sigma Alpha
Epsilon (1883), and Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon (1930).

In addition, four other social
groups were established to meet the
needs of a newly integrated and coed
studentbody: The Black Student Coa-
lition (1967), Connor Eating House
(1991), Rusk (1977), and Warner Hall
(1992). The information for this ar-
ticle was taken from Towner
Blackstock's article in the February
17, 1992, issue of the Davidsonian and
Mary Beaty's A History of Davidson
College. Also, special thanks to the
extremely helpful staffin the Library’s
Archives.

Mélny students use
new pass/fail policy

By JEnNY HAPGoOD
Staff Writer

Choosing a class can be a difficult
and daunting task, especially when you
aren’t sure you're up to par. Students
often want to try a challenging class but
know they are lacking the skills neces-
sary to do well. So Davidson provides
students with the opportunity to try
these more difficult classes by provid-
ing the pass/fail plan. ’

Students choose the pass/fail plan
within the first three weeks of a semes-
ter, and then they have the first 10
weeks to decide if they will keep the
plan. During this 10-week window,
studentscan evaluate their current grade
‘and decide if they would rather take the
grade instead of the pass or fail.

Students sometimes choose to take
the grade because one can only receive
pass/fail credit with a C-. And in some
cases, a student would do better to take
a D than to take the F.

This option to choose between

keeping the plan or rejecting it for the

grade is new to Davidson this year.
Previously, once students chose to go

pass/fail in a course that was it —there
-was no going back.

Out of the 200-300 students that
typically choose a pass/fail option each
semester, 45 to 50 students opted this
semester to take the grade instead of
taking a course pass/fail.

Freshmen and sophomores are al-
lowed one pass/fail credit each year,
while junjors and seniors can receive
one pass/fail credit each semester. But
the pass/fail plan only applies to core
classes, since no majors allow their
classes to be taken pass/fail.

*“The benefit of pass/fail far out-
weighs the drawbacks because it allows
students to take a course they feel they
might not have their hand on,” Regis-
trar Polly Griffith said this week.

“It takes off the pressure and al-
Jows them to have the academic and -

psychological freedom to take a course
that might be a bit intimidating.”

LAYOUT.
THE FEW, THE PROUD, THE fBabidsonian LAYOUT STAFF.
If interested call Randy Skattum (x6667).

Chrastmas Is Coming...
The holidays are approaching and the Village S?ore
in Davidson can get you ready- in style!
Whether it's whimsical, elegant or classic we offer a great
variety of gi[ts that will make the season special.
Come browse among our geat selection of cards, frames,
candles, candleholders, painted boxes and more.
We'll be happy to wrap your purchases for free,
“and provide shipping service.

Village
STORe

" 110 South Main Sereet © 8924440

multidisciplinary degree
in 12 © 15 months, while
fiving in s fascinating
insernational clty.

Froe details.

305-204-4173; Pa; 305-204-4406







