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Duke Endowment
comes to campus

By Liz NEIHEISEL
News Editor

On Tuesday, Apr. 7, representatives of the Duke En-
dowment toured Davidson's campus for the Endowment’s
biannual visit. Executive Director Dr. Elizabeth H. Locke
joined President Bobby Vagt to discuss the investment of
Endowment grants on campus, including the new wing of the
life sciences building, and Vagt's announcement of a three-
year, $15 million campaign to raise money for additional
financial aid resources.

The initiative is a direct response to the Duke
Endowment’s recent gift of $2 million to strengthen the
James B. Duke Scholarship. Joining Locke from the Endow-
ment were Chair of the Duke Endowment Board of Trustees
Mary D. B. T. Semans. trustees Charles F. Myers "33,
Chancellor Emeritus of Duke University William G. Anylan,

“former Provost of Duke University Thomas A. Langford '51,

former Vice President of Duke University Juanita M. Kreps.
Constance Gray PT. Richard H. Jenrette. Thomas S. Kenan
11, Louis C. Stephens, Hugh M. Chapman, Mary Duke Trent
Jones, James B. Duke Professor Emeritus of History John
Hope Franklin, John G. Medlin, L. Neil Williams, Jr.. and
Russell M. Robinson 11.

Both Gray and Endowment Vice President Gene
Cochrane are parents of a recent Davidson graduate and a -
currcnt Davidson student. respectively.

The Duke Endowment was founded on Dec. 11, 1924,
by North Carolina industrialist James Buchanan Duke. cre-
ator of American Tobacco Company and Duke Power Com-

See Duke on page 2

Women’s Resource Center possible

Strong student interest may lead to creation of center

By CARRIE ARTHUR
Staff Writer

As the 25th anniversary of women
on Davidson's campus approaches, the
needs of women are being reexamined.
Last Thursday. Tina Kanter, President
of the Rape Awareness Committee, and
Elizabeth Malphurs, Chair of the
Women'’s Issues Committee, hosted a
meeting to discuss whether Davidson
needs a Women's Resource Center.
Along with the gathered students, two
of whom were male, Associate Profes-
sor of History Sally McMillen, Assis-
tant Professor of Spanish Magdalena
Maiz-Pefia, and Health Educator Geor-
gia Ringle also participated in the dis-
cussion.

Participants expressed a need for
the Center, which was reinforced by the
existence of a Women’s Resource Cen-
ter during 1985-86. Kanter pointed out
that Davidson is one of few schools in

the top 30 liberal arts colleges withouta

women's center. In fact, 103 colleges
and universities have women’s centers
that are large enough to have websites.
Kanter said that “most centers opened
due to need by people who wanted to
make an active change.”

The proposal for the 1985-86

women'’s center states several uses and
services, many of which are the same
today. Among these uses, the Center
would “help the College community in

understanding the changing roles of

women and men in today’s society.”
The Center would also exist *“to offer a
place in which campus and community
resources could be combined for easy
access.”

Those in attendance also discussed
their individual visions for the Center.
The group quickly emphasized that
while the Center would focus on the
specific needs of women, it would be
open to everyone. Students requested
the collection of a network of female
alumni and lists of reliable community
resources, such as doctors and mechan-
ics. As freshman Meredith Beattie sug-
gested, a Women’s Resource Center
would provide a warm place for soli-
darity so that women can “strengthen
ourselves, which would help strengthen
men.” Other students supported her
idea of a noncompetitive environment
where they could spend their free time.

In addition to the data base and
relaxed atmosphere, the group wanted a
library, a computer with internet ac-
cess, a mentorship program with pro-
fessors and older students, a video and

film library. a gallery of women’s art. a
place for rese¢arch on sexual assault, a
centralized location for the Rape Aware-
ness Committee and the Women's Is-
sues Committee, and an events calen-
dar. Some students also suggested hav-
ing people from the Health Center. coun-
selors, and students have office hours,
maybe one hour a week. at the Center.
The group also envisioned small, all-
female support groups that would ben-
efit from a less institutional center.
During the group’s discussion of
the center’s name and of gender, the
group thought about providing a place
for FLAG’s (Friends of Lesbians and
Gays) library in the Center. The group
also discussed the hypothetical idea of
providing aplace for FLAG itself. Some
people worried that a Women's Re-
source Center would swallow FLAG.
Kanter and Malphurs then de-
scribed their two-pronged effort to cre-
ate the Center. Their first goal is to get
space, and then they want a room in the
new Student Union. Although it is in
the hypothetical planning stage. one of
the possible locations would be where
the Residence Life Office’s old offices
were in Belk. Kanter and Malphurs

realized that any space in Belk would be

for a limited time, and their ultimate

goal is to be in the new Union.

In order to accomplish their goal.’
the group realized that it needs to build
a consensus among students, faculty,
and staft that the Center is needed and
wanted now. The group may do a
survey as well as talk one-on-one with
people. Some support is already evi-
dent in the faculty and staff who came
and in those who expressed interest but
could not attend the meeting. The stu-
dents formed four subcommittees to
work to create the Center: fundraising,
survey/education, research, and pro-
posal. The Women's Issues Committee
and the Rape Awareness Committee
might also form a board to work for the
center and eventually manage it.

The group then discussed the op-
eration of the Center. Last time, the
Center was completely student-run.
Now, the group realizes that it will most
likely be student-run in the beginning.
but it hopes eventually to have a staff
member.

Of the need for a Women's Re-
source Center, Kanter said, "I think the
Women's Resource Center is very im-
portant for the Davidson campus. I
think that we need to take an active
stance on women's issues and women's
rights on campus, especially (with) the

“I think that Davidson is a very demanding school, and some encouragement is good for self-esteem.”

ToNY ABBOTT, PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

campus becoming so aware of sexual
tssues with the high attendance at Take
Back the Night and the great response
to the Rape Awareness Committee and
the forming of that committee and the
rest of the Women's Issues Committee
during Women's Month. 1 feel that
there is a huge need for women for an
area where they can do a bunch of
research, feel comfortable inanoncom-
petitive atmosphere, and just get to re-
sources, databases, a mentorship pro-
gram, and just an area where they can
find support and sitand talk. (They can)
get counseling if that’s what they look
for. If they're interested in finding jobs
and some older students have found
Jobs. (the older students could help).”
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From the minutes of Apr. 2, 1998

€ Twenty-three people applied for Order of Omega; 15 new members will be
chosen. The next selection process will take place next fall.

®  The fourth eating house is currently thinking of a name, drafting a mission
statement and constitution, and working with the physical plant to renovate Pax.

€ CCRL will meet on Apr. 15 to consider and vote on the AlcoholAPolicy
Recommendations submitted by the Alcohol Policy Committee.

€ Wamer Hall is off probation, but may only hold BYO events for the
remainder of the semester. They must still conduct their educational program-
ming. .

Sigma Alpha Epsilon is on probation until Apr. 15; they must still conduct
a program with Bart Landess.

Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s case was redeliberated last Wednesday. Their
sanctions include a $500 fine, a workshop with Bart Landess on corporate
responsibility and hazing, and alcohol probation until Oct. 1.

Phi Delta Theta's case ' was heard last Wednesday. Sanctions against them
include ‘alcohol probation until Jan. 1, programming on pledging and aicohol
awareness, and they may not have a pledge class next year.

The floor was opened up for discussion, and Alan Hyder of SAE said that
these sanctions did more to damage the houses than to teach house responsibil-
ity. There was general concern over the severity of the sanctions. PCC President
Conner Eldridge pointed out that with the Court under such scrutiny, it would
not be good to let houses off easily for breaking state law as well as school policy.

€  The Easter egg hunt will be either this Thursday or Friday; each house is
asked to donate whatever they can — plastic eggs. candy, and time are all
needed.

The Erwin Lodge service project was held last Saturday, as was the ninth
annual MADD Run, sponsored by Kappa Sigma.

Golfing for Gehrig, sponsored by Phi Delta Theta, will be held on Apr. 26
at a country club in Statesville. All houses are asked to send teams. Prizes
include anew Volvoand atrip to Scotland. All proceeds goto fight Lou Gehrig’s
Disease.

@ Details for the co-sponsored band next fall are still being ironed out. A
policy that be no alcohol on the Court except for inside houses was proposed.
Open parties could be held, but no alcohol can leave the houses. It was also
suggested that each house contribute $1000 or whatever might be needed to the
event. There was some debate as to the ability of every house to donate the same
amount because of the disparity in membership numbers.

Saran OGDEN

By Jen DENNIS
Staff Writer

Anyone who enjoys drinking al-
cohol on Davidson’s campus should
pay attention to the events happening in
the following weeks. As stated in the
Davidson charter, the Alcohol Policy
must be annually reviewed. The time
for criticism of the policy has arrived,
which brings questions for the future
and rumors as to what rules Davidson
drinkers will have to adhere to next
year.

For the past two to three weeks,
both students and faculty have given
their input on the Alcohol Policy. A
committee consisting of eight mem-
bers. three of whom are faculty advi-
sors, met to discuss the language and
specifics of the current policy.

The idea of a BYO policy was
strongly considered.

For the entire year of 1996-97. the
number of alcohol violations was 65.
To date, however, there have been 71
violations, and seven weeks remain in
this semester. Due to the increase in
alcohol-related incidents this year, a
suggestion for all houses to become
strictly BYO was considered. This
policy would prohibit alcohol from be-
ing provided by the houses, thus reduc-
ing the obligation of houses to be re-
sponsible for their members.

Four votes were taken by the Al-
cohol Committee. The final vote was
split, resulting in two recommendations
being sentto the Committee on Campus
of Religious Life (CCRL).

From CCRL. the recommendation
will be sent to Dean of Students Tom
Shandley and President Bobby Vagt for
consideration. Finally, the recommen-
dation will be sent to the Board of
Trustees for the ultimate decision. Any
decision differing from the present
policy will not begin until next semes-
ter.

A trial period of two weeks for
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Alcohol Policy under scrutiny

the BYO policy is being considered for
this semester. Conner Eldridge, Presi-
dent of the Patterson Court Council,
worries that the trial period will be
inaccurate due to the fact that the policy
will be a novelty for the students and
may not seriously affect their behavior.
He is against the new policy because he
feels students do not support the idea.

Brian Langley, President of Phi
Delta Theta, feels the same way. He
understands advocating the policy be-
cause of the present problems but does
not think that the student body strongly
promotes the new proposal.

*“The primary concern of everyone
is safety,” Eldridge explained. He feels
that the BY O policy would make drink-
ing unsafe and unhealthy for students.
Many of the alcohol-related problems
on campus have been the result of indi-
vidualsbeginning todrink in their rooms
and becoming sick while down on the
Court, making Patterson Court seem as
if it is not a place for safe drinking.

Also, Eldridge pointed out, some
students already feel that the Court is
exclusive, and that would be enhanced,
as members not belonging to a particu-
lar house would feel discouraged from
entering a house they could notdrink in.
Essentially, part of the social atmo-
sphere on the Court would be lost due to
the new policy. ’

The BYO policy, however, would
help some students, especially those in
affiliation with either a fraternity or a
house. The social budget wouldreceive
drastic changes as the dues for alcohol
decreased, as well as the amount of
insurance that the houses are currently
paying decreased. - The question re-
mains as to whether the students prefer

paying less money or drinking together

in a social environment. _
Other items are also being consid-

ered for the Alcohol Policy along with

the BYO idea. One strong recommen-
dation is a change in the number of
people determining an impromptu.

Presently, if more than 40 people
are present in a house, it is considered
an unregistered party, and the police
must shut it down. The unanimous
decision was to raise the number to 6()
people.

Another change is that all houses
must register their sister- or brother-
hood functions. Under the present sys-
tem, this is not a mandatory require-
ment.

The “Good Samaritan™ clause is
another tentative suggestion. Under
this clause, if a persorris in need of
medical attention due to alcohol con-
sumption, members of a house should
not stall necessary help due to the fear
of punishment for their house. Though
individual cases are looked at sepa-
rately already, this recommendation
acknowledges that individuals are es-
sentially responsible for their own
amount of consumption of alcohol, par-
ticularly if the people have been drink-
ing prior to their arrival at the house.

A final suggestion is designed to
create safer residence halls. With this
plan, Resident Advisors would not be
responsible for the drinking done on
their halls and could have the possibil-
ity of drinking with their hall members
behind closed doors. This “friend”
drinking could be one way for Hall
Counselors to carefully watch their hall
members without feeling obligated to
give violations to them. This sugges-
tion would also prevent tension among
hall members and the Hall Counselors
who are responsible for reporting their
actions.

Although all of the suggestions
have their positive and negative points..
the essential concept behind them all is
the encouragement of safe drinking
among the students while continuing to
provide a strong social environment.
The final decisions of the policy will be
released as soon as they are considered
by the CCRL, Shandley, Vagt, and the
Trustees.

REGISTER TO VOTE
STUDENTS « FACULTY « STAFF
DEADLINE: APRIL 10

This is an important election! If you want to defeat the *Gang of Five"
which denied funding for the Arts, be a part of this election.

WHERE: Registration forms can be obtained from the
Davidson Public Library, corner of Main Street and Con-
cord Road, on the Village Green.

SUGGESTION: Register “Unaffiliated.” That way you
a member of the “Gang” who represents our district.
ALREADY REGISTERED? Please consider changing

your registration to “Unaffiliated.” Forms are available at
the Davidson Public Library, also.

Paid for by Leland Park

can vote in the Republican primary and against Joel Carter, | »

Duke Endowment aids school in multiple ways

Duke from page |

pany, through an Indenture of Trust
with assets of $40 million. Since its
conception nearly 75 years ago. the
Endowment has flourished as one of
the nation’s largest private founda-
tions, with assets totaling more than
$1.73 billion.

Created to benefit the people of
North and South Carolina in perpetu-
ity, the Endowment provides assis-
tance health care and child welfare
organizations in both North and South
Carolina, and rural United Methodist
churches and retired ministers in North
Carolina. The Endowment’s Inden-
ture of Trust also named four institu-
tions of higher education in its provi-
sions: Duke University, Johnson C.
Smith University, and Davidson Col-
lege.

Since 1924, Davidson College has
received more than $53 million in sup-
port from The Duke Endowment, mak-
ing it the single largest benefactor in
Davidson's history. This financial sup-
port has financed a number of physical
projects at Davidson. including con-
struction of the visual arts center and
life sciences building. acquisition of
scientific equipment. automation of li-
brary, and the campus-wide computer
network project.

In addition, Endowment money
provides support for the philanthropic
tradition on Davidson's campus, in-
cluding the Love of Leaming program
and various internships. The
Endowment’s continual financial sup-
port has enabled Davidson to remain as
the only liberal arts college in the South-
east consistently ranked at the top in
national publications.

A significant portion of the
Endowment’s financial support also
goes towards the James B. Duke Schol-
arship, ascholarship awarded to incom-
ing freshmen who demonstrite excep-
tional academic and leadership prom-
ise.

“If I hadn’t received this scholar-
ship, I wouldn't have been able 1o at-
tend Davidson,” said freshmen scholar
Laura Waddle. “Davidson was the high-
est-ranked school | applied to, and it’s
the best place for me to become a leader
and to be challenged academically. so
am extremely grateful to the Endow-
ment for the opportunity.”

Other Duke Scholars include se-
niors Renu Bhatt and Matt Ellis, juniors
Lauren Freeman and Brian Campbell,
sophomores Paul Eubanks and Lisa
Worthington, and freshmen Waddle and
Laura Craver. .

HEN AND Now”’
ent of the NAACFP




By CARRIE ARTHUR
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Mar. 25, poet and author
Robert Hill Long presented the R. Windley Hall
Writing Award for First Year Students. The first-
place winners were Christiane Buuck for fiction
and Melissa Williams for poetry. Jennifer Carlyle
received second place for her fiction, and Scott
Geiger and Paula Davis won Honorable Mention.

The R. Windley Hall Writing Award was
established in memory of Ramsey Windley Hall
‘63 by his friends and family. Hall died while he
was a graduate student at Vanderbilt University,
and the contest, with a monetary award, began in
1969.

The English department originally judged
the award, but Professor of English Tony Abbott
said that with several judges, it became hard to
decide upon one winner. Afterthe department was
unabletochooseawinnerin 1986, Sheri Reynolds's
freshman year, the department decided to have
independent judges.

Abbott and Assistant Professor of English
Annie Ingram both like the award because it en-
courages young writers. Ingram feels that if the
contest were open to everyone, many freshmen
would not submit their work. Abbott believes that
recognition is beneficial to growth: I think that
Davidson is a very demanding school, and some
encouragement is good for the self-esteem.”

Previous winners include junior Jason
Reynolds Ferris. junior Richard Victor Brand, and
sophomore James Daniel Stuntz. wha are all
Cornwell scholars, as well.

Buuck is from Bedford, Texas. Buuck said
that she has always loved to tell stories, even
before she could write. She won writing awards in
high school and wrote for her high school literary
magazine. At Davidson, Buuck has taken three
English classes: Creative Writing, Modern Drama,
and English 220. She will probably major in
English and possibly double major in French.

THE DAVIDSONIAN

Buuck and Williams win R. Windley Hall Writing Awar

Buuck focuses on short stories with “some ground-
ing in the truth.” She said, “I like the perspective
of characters who are real people.” Reflecting her
interest in art, light and dark imagery and detailed
descriptions appear throughout her work. Long
said that she “accomplishes what 1 consider the
fiction writer’s primary task, to become another
person.” As freshman Lee Ann Petty said, Buuck
“writes with such feeling and emotion. She has a
natural gift.”

Williams is from Henderson,N.C. Impressed
by the maturity of her poetry, Long said that she
“writes beyond her years,” and “'the poems guard
their core, their heart with a tough guided wit with
a diction that seems to be scoured clean of adoles-
cence.”

Strangely, Williams just began to write this
year. Before then, she said, ‘I never wrote because
I was scared that nobody would like it.” She
started this school year when “I felt like I had a
poem to write.” She wrote the poem, enjoyed it,
and decided to continue.

Williams does not schedule times to write.
instead. she writes whenever “I get the urge (10)
spit something out.”

Although she may change a word, Williams
does very little revision to her work. Williams
does not see herself as “a confessional poet;”
instead she said her “'stories completely come out
of her head.™ She has “no ambitions of being a
writer,” but she plans to continue writing for fun.

Williams may not have written before, but
she has been an avid reader. Poetry is her genre of
choice for reading as well as writing, but her
favorite writer is James Joyce, whom she feels
writes “‘very poetic novels.” Williams prefers
modern writers whose work is surreal. This inter-
estin the surreal is reflected in the “'surreal. fantas-
tic™ poetry she writes. Williams said she writes
this way because of her reading preference and 'l
don’t take myself seriously.”

Williams calls herself a “*dabbler.” She also
loves art and music. Inhigh school, she worked on

the editing board and for the layout of the literary
magazine. She has continued this interest at
Davidson by working on the Libertas staff and by
joining the Literary Arts Society. Three of
Williams's poems have been published in the
Libertas. She plans to major in English and
German. Williams sees the award as an “affirma-
tion of what [ do.”

Long is a Davidson alumnus of the Class of
1974. The Robert Hill Long Spring Book Tour in
North Carolina information gives the following
biography: He grew upin Wilmington, N.C. After
graduating for Davidson, Long received a M.F.A.
from Warren Wilson College.

In 1984, Long served as the founding director
of the North Carolina Writer’s Network. After
teaching at Clark University, Smith College, and
the University of Hartford, Long currently teaches
at the University of Oregon. The North Carolina
Arts Council, the National Endowment for the
Arts, and the Oregon Arts Commission all have
given him fellowships. “Best American Poetry
1995." “Flash Fiction.” “Poetry,” the “Hudson
Review.” and many other journals have published
his work.

Long has published three books: “The Power
to Die,” “The Work of the Bow,” and “The Effi-
gies.” Both “The Power to Die’” and “The Work of
the Bow™ are collections of poetry. “The Work of
the Bow™ received the 1995 Cleveland State
University Poetry Center Prize. His latest book,
“The Effigies,” is a collection of flash fiction, a
new genre of which Long is a “favorite example.”

When describing the judging of and the pro-
cess of writing, Long said. “It’s kind of like learn-
ing to fly an old-fashioned airplane. There are not
lots of instruments. There's something about
altitude and oil pressure. There are a couple of
rudder pedals on the floor, and there’s a stick and
everything else you feel.”

For poetry. Long’s analytical categories in-
cludedictionand imagery. Longquestions whether
“diction is fresh, does the diction seem like it was

invented for the occasion, is it spontancous, pow-
erful, or does it have a whiff of old books.” He said
that young writers make mistakes when they “rely
on abstractions to be diffuse or vague” and when
“they are great readers, and when they begin to
write, they sound derivative.”

In contrast, Long said “someone who has a
talent for that (diction) sounds as though the lan-
guage has just come out 6f her mouth and it hasn’t
been anywhere else. It sounds entirely personal.”

Long said that imagery is similar: “Does it
seem to be secondhand, or does it seem to have
come from the writer’s perception?” He looks *“to
be surprised by metaphors.”

With prose in the contest, Long noticed “how
well the writer vanished into his or her characters.”
He contrasted “the power of empathy” with
Hemingway’s statement, “for a young writer just
starting out, you get 100 percent of the kick and the
reader gets nothing.”

Long said of the power of empathy, “l admire
fiction writers who don’t interpose themselves
between the reader and the characters. They really
disappear into their principal characters and their
minor characters.” To Long, the power of empa-
thy is the “idea that one writes something and once
it’s down there when the reader reads it, you’re not
looking at it as the work of a particular person.
You're looking at it as the story of some real
people you just don’t happen to know.”

In Buuck’s and Carlyle’s work, Long also
liked that “neither one of them was verbose.” He
felt that in place of the ornate style. “both of them
used the simple, straight-forward style without
drawing attention to themselves.” Long thinks
that the ornate style *“is more apt to break down in
young writers."”

Long’s advice for young writers is “if you
want to be able to write at this point in history and
to be able to express the most complex. serious
thing you feel capable of doing. you need to be
aware of your place in literary history.” He ad-
vises young writers to read profusely.

Arias discusses demilitarization and poverty in Love

By JENNIFER STARR
Staff Writer

An Honorary Degree Convocation was held
for Dr. Oscar Arias Sanchez, former President of
Costa Ricaand Nobel Peace Prize winner. in Love
Auditorium last Wednesday. During the convoca-
tion. Arias delivered the 1998 Cornelson and Wearn
Distinguished Lecture. He spoke on the need for
demilitarization in Central America and around
the globe, and the possibility that the end of the
arms trade could eliminate poverty by permitting
more money to be spent on social issues.

In his speech. Arias decried the arms trade as
wasting vital resources that could be better used to
help the world's poor.

According to Arias, if only arelatively small
percentage of the money spent onarms worldwide
in 1985 was given directly to the people. no-one
would have been below his or her country’s pov-
erty line.

He pointed out the flaws in several arguments
in favor of arms trade. For example. he suggested
that the desire of arms by a leader, especially one
who has not been democratically elected, does not
necessarily reflect the will of the people, who may
very well prefer adequate food and housing to
arms

During the question-and-answer period, Arias
alsodescribed the contradiction between the United
States's policy on the arms trade and the United

States's policy ondrugs. The U.S. justifies the sale
of arms to other countries as simply meeting a
demand that would otherwise be filled by some
other country. However, the U.S. blames other
countries formeeting the U.S."s demand fordrugs.

In his speech, Arias pointed out many of the
current world problems such as war, poverty,
homelessness. and lack of adequate health care
and suggested that great progress, including the
eradication of poverty, could be achieved if de-
militarization occurred. Arias suggested that de-
militarization and the eradication of poverty are
attainable world goals.

Arias served as president of Costa Rica from
1986 until 1990. He received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1987, Arias used the Nobel prize money
to create the Arias Foundation for Peace and
Human Progress.  This orgamzation works to
create opportunities for womenin Central America,
promote philanthropic change. and encourage dis-
armament.

President Bobby Vagt, speaking in both Span-
ish and English, welcomed Arias, and Chair and
Professor of Economics Clark Ross introduced
Arias. Vagt and Dean of Faculty and Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs Robert Williams pre-
sented Arias with an honorary Doctor of Laws
degree.

Arias’s visit was sponsored by the Wearn
Lectureship, the Cornelson Endowment in Eco-
nomics, and the Dean Rusk Program.

Eco-FAcrT:

Harvesting waste paper in cities creates five times as many jobs as does
harvesting the raw material from the forests. sarce: Gps, e
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AIDS Awareness Week
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Ha-l 1 Pr-og r'ams

Are you interested in helping with these
events? Georgia Ringle, Health Educator,
is now accepting applications to fill four
Health Advisor positions for the academic
year '98-’99. Health Advisors will be paid
a stipend at the end of each semester.

If you have an interest in being a peer edu-

cator, designing and putting on hall pro-
grams, or have a special talent or experi-

To pick up an application, come by the
Student Health Center. Applications are

Questions? Call Georgia Ringle at x2902.
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BY Brian CooKE
Staff Writer

What is feminism, and how is it addressed at
Davidson? These were the two main questions
that the “Pot Luck Dinner and Discussion: Defin-
ing Feminism Today” discussed last Tuesday night
in the 900 Room. The Women’s Issues Commit-
tee sponsored this concluding event of the celebra-
tion of Women’s Month.

After eating a lasagna dinner in small groups,
Margaret Lumpkin, 1997-1998 Chair of the
Women's Issues Committee, began the open fo-
rum by describing March as “a fantastic month™
for the women’s activities on campus. She read to
the group of about 50 students and faculty mem-
bers several interpretations of feminism. One
bumper sticker adage read, “Feminism is the radi-
cal notion that women are people.”

Various students and faculty members raised
their voices and opinions. Some searched for pur-
pose; others searched for companionship. Assis-
tant Professor of Classics Jeanne O’Neill and
Chaplain Robert Spach offered their two-part defi-
nition of feminism as 1) “it is to be a person whose

real concern is to look at the interests of women”
(O’Neill) and 2) “promoting the best interests of
n. . .leading to full humanity” (Spach).

Cindy Thomson, coordinator of the Charlotte
Chapter for the National Organization for Women
(NOW) stated that the most commonly accepted
definition of feminism is simply “the belief in
equality between genders.” Thompson agreed
that this is not a new debate but “an idea whose
time has come.”

A common interest was the main issues that
ferninism must address.

As the definitions of feminism have devel-
oped, so have its goals. Thomson answered that
NOW is currently focusing on racism, reproduc-
tive rights, the workplace campaign, the Promise
Keepers (a fundamentalist Christian group who
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believe that the man is in charge of the family), and
military misconduct. She also emphasized that the
only actual right women own is thé right to vote.
NOW is continuing to lobby for the Equal Rights
Amendment. Would reaching that milestone of
constitutional equality be the end of feminism?
That question was left unanswered.

Students also expressed concem over the
views of feminism at Davidson. Elizabeth
Malphurs, Chair of the Women’s Issues Commit-
tee, was happy with the large attendance at the
forum but upset that more students did not attend
more of the activities this past month.

Other students were pleased with attempts
for equality through the gender studies concentra-
tion and the rape awareness program at Davidson,
but some felt an overall apathy towards feminism
on campus. One student said, *“When you take a
stance for feminism. people want to attack you.
It’s hard to get things done on campus.” Junior
Tommy Ross felt that students “just don’t care
enough (about feminism). It interferes with our
fun. .. The Pimp and Ho Party is fun.”

Many agreed that the label of feminism bears
negative connotations. Said one audience mem-
ber, once you name yourself a feminist, people are
taken aback and tend to distance themselves from
you. This occurs because society still relates
feminism to the radical behavior of the ‘60s and
*70s. According to many who attended the forum,
although feminists cannot even agree on what it
means to be feminist, many desire to be separated
from “old feminism.” This was quite evident
when loud and long applause followed Lumpkin's
bellow, “Calling it girl bonding is wrong!”

Chair Malphurs concluded the forum, reiter-
ating that students and faculty “need to think more
of feminism at Davidson.” Future plans for the
Women'’s Issues Committee include further pre-
paring for a Women’s Resource Center and an
Untraditional Career Fields Forum for Women in
April.
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PRESS RELEASE
College Relations

Davidson College announced today that
Charlotte businessman John M. Belk has made a
gift of $500,000 to be added to the endowment
for the John Montgomery Belk Scholarship, es-
tablished by Belk in 1993. The Belk Scholarship
is awarded each year to first-year students from
the Southeast whose leadership in academics,
student government, athletics, or service distin-
guish them as capable of the highest achieve-
ment. The Belk Scholarship offers full tuition
and fees for four years and is one of just two such
programs at Davidson.

A member of Davidson’s Class of 1943,
John Belk has served Davidson College in nu-
merous ways. He is a member of the Board of
Trustees and the Davidson College Athletic Hall
of Fame, and served as a National Honorary
Chair of The Campaign for Davidson, which
raised over $160 million for the four-year liberal
arts college.

“A man devoted to his family, achurchman,
philanthropist, public servant, and businessman,
John Montgomery Belk is admired and respected
for his lifetime of leadership and his career that
serves as a model for business success, civic
accomplishment, and humanitarian service,” said
Davidson President Bobby Vagt. “We are grate-
ful for all he has done for his alma mater, and we
are proud to have such remarkable students here
as John Belk Scholars.”

The first John M. Belk Scholar was John
Eric Sipling from Raleigh, a member of the Class
of 1999. Jonathan was joined by Jennifer Rice
Hillmann from Wilmington in the Class of 2000
and Henry Lee Davis III from Winston-Salem,
Class of 2001. Belk’s most recent gift and the
growth of the endowment will now enable
Davidson to select two Belk Scholars from each

Gift bolsters Belk Schdlarship

John M. Belk adds $500,000 to endowment

_Davidson goes head-to-head for these outstand-

entering class, beginning with this fall’s entering
Class of 2002.

Since establishing the scholarship in 1993
with gifts of more than $1,000,000, Belk has
steadily strengthened this fund with additional
gifts. Today, the John Montgomery Belk Schol-
arship endowment is valued in excess of
$4,000,000.

In making his original gift, Belk was re-
sponding to the College’s critical need for re-
sources to attract and enroll some of the
Southeast’s most able high school seniors.

Top students have remarkable scholarship
opportunities at colleges and universities across
the nation, often making it unrealistic for them to
choose aschool that does not offer them an award
that honors their accomplishments and potential.

ing students against programs such as the
Morehead Scholars at UNC-Chapel Hill, the
Jefferson Scholars at the University of Virginia,
and the Angier B. Duke Scholars at Duke Univer-
sity.

“It is not possible to measure the value of a
gift such as Mr. Belk's,” said Dean of Admission
and Financial Aid Nancy J. Cable. *Our John
Belk Scholars energize the campus, challenging
their peers and their professors, and providing
leadership in the classroom, on committees, and
on playing fields. And they will continue to
guide and lead the College as alumni! It’s very
likely that many of them would not have come to
Davidson without the offer and the honor of such
an award. We're very grateful.”

Davidson College is a highly selective pri-
vate liberal arts college for 1,700 students. Since
its establishment in 1837, the College has gradu-
ated 22 Rhodes Scholars and is consistently
ranked among the top liberal arts colleges in the
country by U.S. News & World Report maga-
zine.
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