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By BuURGIN HARDIN
Sports Editor

Lights? Nope.

Camera? Nada.

Action? You better believe it.

Three days before its match against Ice-
land at Ericsson Stadium, the U.S. National
Women's Soccer Team dominated Iceland in
aclosed-doorsession at Richardson Stadium,
capturing an 8-0 victory.

Since nobody outside of the Davidson
College community was admitted to the scrim-
mage, the presence of almost 500 people in
the stands was that much more impressive.

“Back in the days when I played, we
were lucky if we had 400 or 500 people attend
a game,” said head coach April Heinrichs,
who played four years at the University of
North Carolina in the mid-1980s. “It’s won-
derful to have the crowd.”

See USA Soccer, page 12.

All photos by Mike Anderson

Race relations are campus relations.
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Mia Hamm (above) and the U.S.
National Women’s Soccer Team
faced Iceland Wednesday on
Richardson Field in a closed-
door match prior to their game at
Ericsson Stadium on Saturday.
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Presidents discuss
Davidson’s history

By AvrisoN KALETT
Editor in Chief

The past and present of Davidson Col-

_lege came together on Monday night.

Former Presidents Samuel Spencer and
John Kuykendall joined current President
Bobby Vagt as well as students, faculty, and
community members in discussing the issues
which shaped their undergraduate and presi-
dential years.

Spencer, who graduated in 1936 and
served as president from 1968 through 1983,
remembered a Davidson in which the Honor
Code still governed student life, Chapel was
mandatory, there was little opportunity for
academic “experimentation or variety,”
During his tenure as President, women were
admitted as full time students in 1975.

Also, Spencer pointed to the require-

‘ment that all faculty members had to be

members of a Christian church as one of the
most difficult issues he was forced to con-
front. '

“There was a big question about how
faculty would be perceived if not members of -
a Christian church;,” said Spencer.

The religious affiliation requirement for

see Presidents, page 6.
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Forum continues South Carolina flag debate

By RicHARD VINSON
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, April 5, the SGA pre-
sented proposal regarding the Confederate
Battle Flag in Columbia, South Carolina to a
packed Homeroom.

The Flag Forum gave students, faculty,
and other participants the chance to discuss
issues surrounding this controversial symbol’s
presence on the South Carolina State House.
In addition, SGA members entertained sug-
gestions on whichdirection tosteer the David-
son College community now.

Reactions on Wednesday night were
mixed. Debate was generally lively and
open, though there was some obvious hesi-
tance to speak openly and directly in support
of the Confederate Flag. Still, most agreed
that the forum was insightful and effective.

SGA Senator and flag committee mem-
ber Allison Perry said she felt that the gather-
ing was generally helpful. “We [the commit-
tee members] got some good feedback . . . and
at least it got people talking about it.”

Professor Scott Denham of the German
Department, also in attendance, agreed that
the forum presented most of the salient is-
sues, “in a civil manner.” Moreover, he
praised the SGA for taking an active stance
on this particular question. I think the reso-
lution is a good thing. if for no other reason
than to foster thought and discussion on cam-
pus.”

This forumcame inresponse tothe SGA's
passage of a resolution presented by the flag
committee on March 28. This resolution

committed the school to “actively supp6rt”

. theefforts to*“‘relocate” the Confederate Battle

Flag from its perch atop the State House in

Columbia. Noaction was specified inthetext

of the resolution.

Partly in hopes of solidifying student
support for this objective, and partly in an
attempt to sound out the campus community
on what kind of action would best achieve
that support, the SGA extended the invitation
to students and faculty to meet and to let their
views be known.

intent of the flag is irrelevant, as oppression
and intimidation are realized in the personal
experience of those who suffer under them.

Second, those present gave numerous
political and legalistic arguments on both
sides of the issue. Among the most notable,
one student explained that while the Consti-
tution does protect the freedom of expression
for individuals, it does not do so for bodies
such as the Government of the State of South
Carolina. By flying the Confederate Flag, the
government is implicitly espousing a particu-

lar po-
Discus- N o g litical
sion fo-  First and foremost, participants srrugg{ed to define t.he and so-
cused flag as a symbol. Some contended that its use by racist i 4|
prima-  groups has irrevocably branded the Confederate Flag as view,
rily on an image of hatred, bigotry, and terror.” one
reasons that is
and is- offen-

sues supporting or condemning this particu-
lar display of the Confederate Battle Flag.
Roughly speaking, three main lines of con-
tention emerged.

First and foremost, participants struggled
to define the flag as a symbol. Some con-
tended that its use by racist groups has irrevo-
cably branded the Confederate Flag as an
image of hatred, bigotry, and terror.

Professor Brenda Flanagan, Department
of English, noted that she, upon coming to the
South, perceived the flag as an instrument of
intimidation against African Americans.
Others maintained that it is an expression of
respect for those fallen in defense of a cause
and an attempt to preserve ‘Southern heri-
tage.” Nevertheless, some asserted that the

sive to a great number of people. Another
countered that the South Carolina Legisla-
ture is the only organ with the authority to
keep or maintain the flag. In other words,
“outsiders” should mind their own business.
Junior Cashion Drolet took a similar
tone. Speaking from the perspective of a
South Carolinian, she said that the perception
in her home state is that people are meddling
in their internal affairs. However. many
reaffirmed their conviction that South
Carolina’s business is Davidson’s business
due to geographic proximity. the large num-
bers of students and alumni from South Caro-
lina, and participation with four South Caro-
lina schools in the Southern Conference.
Third. a few participants made use of

historical interpretations to justify their be-
.liefs. One noted that the Battle Flag was first
flown over the State House in 1962 as a
protest against federally mandated desegre-
gation. Hence, in this particular context, its
purpose and its message are clearly “defiant™
and “‘racist,” said Professor Denham.
One visitor diverted the debate even further
back into history and claimed that the flag
was a protest motivated by years of economic
and social imperialism by the North against
the South. Mr. Hugh Martin of Sebastopol,
California voiced the opinion that the Battle
Flag is an oppressed people’s quest for a
symbol of their identity, though his com-
ments met with some skepticism.

Perry acknowledged that the discussion
of issues was important, but lamented the fact
that students did not present more sugges-
tions for action.

“Iwas hoping to get more original ideas,”
she admitted. )

Of the possibilities considered, one in
particular met with apparent favor. Professor
Ralph Levering, Department of History, sug-
gested thatthe SGA send a similar proposal to
the faculty. He thought that the possibility of
uniting the entire college behind this issue
was one worth considering.

Sophomore Nowell Zimmerman, based
on his experience with Amnesty Interna-
tional. cited the “power of letter-writing.” as
an effective means of achieving political
change. '

Perry was reluctant to say delinitively
what the next step will be but restated the
SGA’s commitment to explore all options.

Davidson Partnership comes together for families, children

PRrRESS RELEASE
By Bill Giduz

A grant from the Duke Endowment
"brought them together in January 1999, and
now a group of agencies and institutions in
the town of Davidson charged with improv-
ing the welfare of children and families is
finally beginning to fee! like the “partner-
ship” of its title.

The Duke Endowment is a Charlotte,

N.C.-based foundation with more than $3- -

billion in assets which benefits health care
institutions, churches, and four colleges in
the Carolinas. In 1998 the endowment in-
vited Davidson College to apply for the
grant as part of a new foundation outreach
toward children and needy families.

The college was successful in applying
for $255,000 of funding, which it adminis-
ters, for the first year of a possible three-year
collaboration with local service agencies
which had no prior history of working
closely together. Inevaluating their progress
thus far, the six original members of the
“Davidson Partnership for Children and
Families” admit that learning to balance
their new corporate responsibility with their
‘pre-existing individual missions has been
challenging. Monthly meetings and exten-
sive reports for the partnership have placed
additional duties on administrators who had
their hands full with the work of their sepa-
rate organizations.

“Getting these agencies together at the
same table regularly was something that had
never happened before, ‘and it has taken
patience and effort to learn to work to-
gether,” explained George Guise, partner-
ship grant coordinator. “Now, though, I
think we’ve overcome those growing pains
and created a mission that fits.”

The mission, as members recently fi--

nalized it, is “to strengthen the impact and
effectiveness of those organizations that
serve children and families in the Davidson

community.”

That broad statement emerged from
specific initial partnership goals to increase
the percentage of students who graduate
from high school and go on to higher educa-
tion, decrease teen pregnancy and drug
abuse, improve access to social services,
and heighten the sense of membership in
community. Partners used the first-year fund-
ing for child care scholarships, after-school

tutoring programs, health care services, sub-

stance abuse counseling, transportation,

community dinners, and parenting and com- -

puter classes.

While proceeding with -those efforts,
the partners also realized a need to expand
their membership to encompass other local
entities with equal interests in strong fami-
lies and healthy children. They have there-
fore created a partnership advisory board,
and recently issued invitations to the town
government, ministerial association, the
YMCA, and parents of children involved in
partnership programs to take a seat at the
partnership table.

Mary Fox, director of the Davidson-
Cornelius Day Care Center, noted, “When
you get all these people around the table, we
make connections. In my dealing with pre-
school children, I may realize something
that points to a need these same children will
have in a few years, and someone else in the

partnership can begin programming to ad-

dress that.”

The Duke Endowment grant is awarded
year-by-year for up to three years, and will
expire in 2002. Looking ahead, partnership
agencies recognize the need for self-suffi-
ciency, but also believe now that funding
won't be the most important challenge they
face. Tom Shandley, Dean of Students at
Davidson College and chair of the partner-
ship, said “As we expand to other organiza-
tions, we believe that our primary need will
not be funding, but will be communication

between all groups so that we effectively
serve the youth of Davidson from ‘diaper to
diploma.’”

Shandley said the value of communica-
tion became evident six months ago during
a meeting at which partners lamented the
need for a middle school tutoring program
to supplement the existing elementary school
tutoring program. “Because we had repre-
sentatives from the Boys and Girls Club, the
school system, and our Davidson College
service office together, we figured out how
to do it in a matter of two hours,” he said.

About 80 students from Davidson Col-
lege have provided the volunteer energy
necessary to fuel many of the partnership
programs, tutoring in the after-school pro-
grams, assisting at Friday night Boys and
Girls Club social events, and staffing com-
munity dinners.

In addition to the college and the day
care center, original grant partners were the
Davidson Youth Activity Center (now the

-Boys and Girls Club of Our Towns), the Ada

Jenkins Community Center, Davidson Pres-
byterian Church, and Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools. The partnership funds
have supported its agencies in a number of
ways during the first year.

The Davidson Cornelius Day Care Cen-
ter, which enrolls 45 students and received
$31,200 of grant money, was able to provide
staff training to meet requirements for new

state certification, and to grant scholarships

to 15 students who didn’t qualify for other
assistance.

The Boys and Girls Club of Our Towns
(BGCOT) was founded in 1996 as the David-

son Youth Activity Center to provide a safe

and constructive environment for middle
school aged youth. The board voted in 1998
to affiliate with the national Boys and Girls
Club, and an executive director was hired
last summer. The BGCOT absorbed a new
middle school, after-school tutoring pro-

gram, and averaged 10 students per day for
two hours per day participating in Hs pro-
grams. Part of the BGCOT's $69,900 por-
tion of the grant financed its new executive
director. while other funds supported 11
weeks of Friday night programs, leadership’
workshops, and field trips.

The Ada Jénkins Community Center
received funds for its after-school program
for 31 elementary school students, a Parish
Nurse program, substance abuse counsel-
ing, computer training, and a program in
parenting skills and family counseling.

The most widely acclaimed successes
of the partnership during its first year were
two community dinners, which brought a
large number of citizens together for a pro-
gram relating to parenting and family con-
cerns. Congressman Mel Watt spoke at the
first one about the importance of a strong
home life, and Loraine Vega from the United
Way talked at the second occasion about
how that organization works to strengthen
families.

Now that the partnership has evolved
beyond its birthing pains, partners hope that
the second .year-will be even more action-
oriented. As other entities join the partner-
ship, there will be more opportunities to
identify and help children and families who
need it. The partnership plans to sponsor
more parent education workshops, the Boys
& Girls Club will move into permanent
quarters and expand its after-school tutor-
ing and recreational programs for middle
school students, and the Ada Jenkins Center
will add new initiatives.

Bonnie Brown, director of the Ada
Jenkins Center, said, “Sharing of informa-
tion is really valuable. So often one organi-
zation can assist another in doing its job, and
that’s the biggest value so far. It’s important
to focus on what we can do together. As a
rule of thumb today, you should never think
about doing something on your own.”
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By STEVEN MERIWETHER

On March 26, Vladimir Putin was offi-
cially elected President of the Russian Fed-
eration, a position he has held since the stun-
ning New Year’s Eve resignation of Boris
Yeltsin. )

Mr. Putin garnered 52.8 percent of the
vote; thus surpassing the 50 percent needed to
prevent a runoff. His closest opponent, Com-
munist Party leader Gennady Zyuganov,
achieved 29.3 percent. Zyuganov achieved a
stronger percentage of the vote than expected,
and analysts believe he benefited from a large
protest vote. In any case, Putin achieved a
much greater percentage of the vote than
Boris Yeltsin did in 1996, when he garnered
only 35.2 percent of the vote in the first
round, beating Zyuganov in the runoff.

Putin, an ex-KGB agent and a relative
unknownat47, achieved public acclaim while
Prime Minister with a concentrated military
campaign against rebel fighters in the
breakaway region of Chechnya. His no-
nonsense language and man-of-action image

International

By GRANT BLEECHER

We had read dozens of articles on Nica-
raguan politics, history, religion, sociology
and gender issues. We consulted the Bible,
clergy, and Nicaraguan citizens. But when
we stepped out into the hot Nicaraguan air,
the smell of burning garbage and the mutter-
ing of children begging for money surrounded
us. We were faraway fromanything familiar.

We were thirteen Davidson students led
by Rob Spach. the Davidson College Chap-
lain. and Andy Baxter.a minister at Davidson
United Methodist Church. We had envisioned
this day back in October when we applied for
this trip and. perhaps. everyday since. Stand-
ing on that airport curh, we were anxious and
excited. yet inevitably overwhelmed.

Our goal was to immerse ourselves in
Nicaraguan life and as Rob Spach putit. "We
wanted to commune with our brothers and
sisters in Christ, across borders.” We didn’t
g0 with the intent to build anything. but to
learn from them what Americans could do to
help them overcome their oppression. We
called it a reverse mission trip because rather
than go there and offer them ten days of our
service, we spent ten days learning how to
live an entire lifetime of awareness.

In essence, our service begins now by
sharing our experiences and what we learned

appealed to voters weary of the chaos Russia
has endured since the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

He has promised to stamp-out the en-
demic corruption that has invaded all aspects
of Russian political and economic life, re-
store the influence the Russian military once
enjoyed, and revive the staggering economy.
He has not, howevér, laid out specific plans.

In fact, to those in the West, he remains
a mystery. He has never held elective office
and was appointed Prime Minister only eight
months ago. As quoted by the Washington
Post, Boris Yeltsin, appearing at a local poll-
ing station said of Putin: “Everyone is wait-
ing for change. There will be some changes,
but the main thing is that the reform course
must be maintained; and it will be. I am sure
of this.”

But some Russian commentators and
analysts also fear that Putin is not interested
in the many trappings of democracy and is
more than willing to create a more authoritar-
ian state. This view is held by a minority,
however, as most Russians have indicated

from the Nicaraguan people, so that our ef-
forts can stretch out to the Davidson commu-
nity and into the world.

As we made friends in the Nlcaraguan
communities and became comfortable inter-
acting with them, we found humility in real-
izing that the poor people we met could give

us gifts that would leave an indelible mark on -

us.

We spoke with an environmental activ-

ist, an economic researcher. a students” rights
activist, the former president, Violeta
Chamorro. and

that stability is their most pressing desire.

“From the very start,” Putin said before
the election, “Russia was created as a
supercentralized state. This is part of its
genetic code, traditions and people’s mental-
ity.” Though he argues there will be change,
he has also warned against unwarranted ex-
pectations, urging Russians, “not to expect
miracles.”

American analysts note his seeming com-
mitment to a market economy, and indicate a
possible thaw inU.S.-Russianrelations, which
suffered a heavy blow during the NATO
bombardment of Kosovo. Renewed arms-
control talks and further financial assistance
have been raised.

However, there is still much to be learned.
Until now, Putin has relied on Kremlin offi-
cials carried over fromYeltsin's administra-
tion, and a small cadre of advisors he worked
with at the KGB. His official appointments
will indicate the direction he intends to steer
Russia.

Putin must also find a way to end the

filled with so much struggling.

The most apparent answer is Love.

Love for each other, love for God and
love for us. We spent several nights living
with host families. We ate with the families,
worshipped in their churches and slept in
their homes. They told us about their lives
and their dreams, and their hopes for the
future of their country.

Ironically. the culture shock hit us harder
when we returned to Davidson than when we
arrived in Nicaragua. Our world was shaken
and our routines

many other people
who work to im-
prove the quality of
life in Nicaragua.

“We go on diets while elsewhere,
children’s stomachs point upward
from malnutrition.”

didn’t seem to fit
us anymore. We
questioned the
things we spend

We did service
projects working with street kids who sniff
glue. students who have disabilities, people
who live off food and findings at the city
dump and at a library providing hope and
education for the people of the community.
Many of the people we met were hungry.
poorand uneducated. We spoke witha widow
inasmall village called El Aguacate who had
many children, but no land and no job. When
we asked her what her life was like she said,
“We suffer and we die here.” In a moment of
silent contemplation we asked ourselves how

Time: 8:00PM

these people are able to endure a life that is

DAVIDSON IN NICARAGUA:
A Reflection on Faith and Poverty

‘This past Spring Break twelve Davidson students embarked
on a journey that changed their views on life and faith. Let us
share with you what we learned in Nicaragua. Come see our
slide show of the experience and ask us questions about the

Date: Monday, April 17
Location: 900 RoonyCollege Union

time doing and
what we spend money on. Our experience in
Nicaragua imparted on us a new lens through
which we see ourselves and the world we live
in.

Once you've walked into a shack not
much larger than a Belk dorm room with a
dirt floor. and a sheet of ruftled tin for a roof.
and when you see that the kitchen consists of
a table and an open fire for cooking, you start
to question your lifestyle of plush carpet and
microwaves.

With images of hungry children sucking
chicken bones that we had finished with, for
the last bits of meat, we can’t help but be
cognizant of how uneven the distribution of
resources is in the world. We go on diets
while elsewhere, children’s stomachs point
upward from malnutrition. We started to ques-
tion what’s necessary in our lives. We're on
the cusp of planning our future. And as we
look ahead, we face a new challenge: how to
enjoy our life, but not enjoy it at the expense
of someone else.

What is necessary? Luxury cars? Ex-

. pensive, indulging meals? A $120,000 edu-

cation? Everyone has to decide where to
draw the line for themselves.

The Davisonianaccepts
responses to stories in the
international commentary
section. Please Submit
responses to the Viewpoint
Section.

Al

bloody conflict in Chechnya. In its early
stages it provided him a great political boost
and served to rally Russian sentiment. As the
campaign drags on, however, the costs con-
tinue to mount.

Last Thursday the 291-member assem-
bly of the Council of Europe lifted Russia’s
voting rights and proposed suspending Rus-
sia from the Council itself because of the
Chechen campaign. This, prompted a walk-
out by the Russian delegation. European for-
eign aid is also being tied to a Russian mili-
tary cessation in Chechnya.

Putin will be officially inaugurated on
May 5, and is only the second president of the
Russian Federation. To succeed, he must
begin to free his country from a decade of
rampant corruption. He must lift Russia out
of its economic slump, and perhaps most
important, restore a lost sense of global pres-
tige to its people. His task is not small.

The author is a senior Political Science ma-
jor from Smyrna, GA.

Introspection in Nicaragua

As well-educated people with a concern
for humanity and seeking tolive “useful lives
of leadership and service”, we must construct
our lifestyles with an awareness of people
who live their lives struggling.

The author is a sophomore English major
from Camarillo, CA.

Please come to the slide show and discussion
on Monday April 17" at 8pm in the 900 room
to hear more from the Nicaragua Team.

‘e

IT WAS A GOOD WEEK FOR:

NATO: Mormcilo Krajisnik. a Serb who
was wanted for war crimes in Bosnia. was
captured by NATO-led troops.

Rwanda: Seven people were sentenced to
death by Rwandan courts for their role in
the 1994 genocide. Over three hundred
people have received death sentences in
Rwanda for involvement in the genocide.

IT WAS A BAD WEEK FOR:

Nawaz Sharief: On trial for terrorism,
hijacking and attempted murder among
other charges, the deposed prime minister
of Pakistan was found guilty and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. He was, how-
ever, acquitted of the attempted murder
charge.

The Horn of Africa: According to the
United Nations, severe droughts in this
region are putting almost 16 million people
indanger of starvation. Ethiopia’s foreign
minister has accused wealthy countries of
waitingtill they saw “‘skeletons on screens™
before they made up their minds on assis-
tance.

Iran-Iraq relations: A Honduran-regis-
tered tanker smuggling oil out of Iraq was
seized in Iranian waters, leading to in-
creased tension between the two countries.
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By EMILY SHINGLER
Guest Writer

Patterson Court is thriving this semester
under the leadership of the new Patterson
Court Advisor, Craig Rinker. Service has
quickly become a top priority for all of the
-houses. The houses on the court have come
together to raise money for the American
Cancer Society in this year's Relay for Life.
The event will take place on April 28" and
29th. Ida Wainschel and Mike Schaefer. the
Patterson Court Council Service Chairs. are
extremely pleased with the enthusiasm for
service they have found this Spring on
Patterson Court. There are 25 teams regis-
tered for Relay For Life this year. compared
with last year's 1] teams. “The eventis going
to be a great party. There will ‘be music.
movies. games, food. an acrobics class . a
kick boxing class. and other activities. The
house service chairs for Patterson Court are
doing a phenomenal job and we're well on
our way to an extremely successful and fun
event.” Wainschel said.
In addition to Relay for Lite. the houses
on the court are busy working on their own
individual service projects:

»  Several brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha have
been tutoring students at Mooresville High
School twice a week this semester in every-
thing from English to Physics. They recently

Ada. They are planning similar car washes in
the future to benefit other charities in the
surrounding area. Currently, they are getting
involved with a Police Athletic League base-

ball team to help coach and tutor their players
until the end of the semester.

*  The women of Connor House are cur-
rently forming a group that will be assisting
the town of Davidson with its Easter egg
hunt. This event, held annually on the town

take plaee on Thursd;
10 3
wor us S n al

sponsored the Operation Smile I‘LS(IVJI on
April 7th from 4-8. They will also be support-
ing KA's KArnival on April 15th with a (ace
painting booth.

*  Earlier this semester. the pledgemasters
and treshmen pledges of Phi Delt assisted the
American Cancer Society in Charlotte in its
The Phi Delt brothels are

mail campaign.

with limited resources.

kids from the local tutoring and Big Brother
programs. Volunteers outside of Phi Delt
would be welcome at this event.

*  Warner Hall is currently planning a pro-
gram at CMC for the freshmen, where they

& art therapy for children with
ca ey e h
KAMiva¥fu i n

_as well as soliciting busmesses inthe commu-

nity.

*  InFebruary, the brothers of KappaSigma
participated in a community service project
at Joshua’s Farm. The farm is set up to help
disabled children work with their disabilities
on a real working farm. Kappa Sigma was

illZO

A
.QS

service on the Court

among many other local volunteers. The four-
teen volunteers spent four hours each clear-
ing brush and chopping wood. All the partici-
working

have also
Habitat for
for cystic Tibrosis with a hot dog cookout in
early February. Additionally. they are plan-
ning a community-wide service event called
Bowling for Babies on April 15 to bencfit
cystic fibrosis.

*  Every Tuesday afternoon from 5-6pm.
voluiteers from Turner run a program called
Choice Tuesday at Ada Jenkins Community
Center. Turner women venture to Ada Jenkins
for a fun {illed hour of cooking with the 2nd.
Q1d Sth graders enrolled in the Ada

:nkitfilaflegsc I the
“FURNER:
reading and following recipes, measuring.
stirring. boiling, and having fun. With the
help of the Turner volunteers, the little chefs
have made everything from mini pizzas and
Chex Mix. to rice and beans and Valentines
Day cookies.

« This semester. Rusk Eating House is
challenging itself to gain 100 % house par-
ticipation in service activities. Their projects
include working with the Relatives (a transi-

tion r kids), PrOJCCt H.A.L.O. (a
shelter abllat
for H etrolina
Food nng/

tutoring program for pregnant teenagers),
and various tutoring organizations in the com-
munity. They\ have also joined forces with
other eating houses in purchasing a race car
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‘items to AUCtion®

for KA’s carnival.

»  This semester’s service for Kappa Alpha
has focused around helping the Muscular
Dystrophy Association. Their major goal for
the semester is to raise money for MDA to
send Children to a special summer camp.
KA’s central Spring service activity is the
annual KArnival (April 15")tobenefit MDA,
The brothers of KA have raised over $5.500
incorporate advertising, donations, and MDA
Shamrocks. The Karnival will feature Cast
Iron Filter. Thunderdome Racing. a
Moonbounce, dunk tank with President Vagt,
a Carolina Panther slgm% autographs, a

Harley isgplay. and Dale
Earnhardt brothers are
the Kids in
collected
al. includ-
ing paraphanelia from Roush Racing and
Hendrick Motorsports, 4 NASCAR tickets,
Carolina Duke game basketball tickets. and
many others. Inaddition, 25 brothers recently
went to volunteer at the Mooresville MDA
Lock-Up. Brothers went in throughout the
day and helped sign people in at the event.
The event raised over $44,000 for MDA. A
few weeks ago, 10 brothers volunteered at
the Charlotte Hoop It Up. The money raised
at this event went to the Relatives, an organi-
zation that helps runaway teens.

»  The members of Fiji recently adopted
the section of Griffith Street between 1-77

and Main ght t-A-High-
way progr. 1ll b g on that at
least onc g t he semes-

ter, and plan to make it a permanent part of
their service efforts.

Davidson celebrates feminism

By ANNE STaNCIL
Guest Writer

On March 30 seventeen Davidson stu-
dents traveled to Baltimore, Maryland for the
second Feminist Expo. Sponsored by the
Feminist Majority Foundation and 575 other
organizations, the Expo was truly a global
event, inviting delegations from manynations.

Fifteen women and two men represented
the Davidson community at the conference.
During the weekend they had the op-

female and male— invaded Baltimore for the
conference, and each was filled with enthusi-
asm. Participants from around the globe came
to speak about their country’s own feminism
andchallenges. Althoughmany of the women
spoke different languages, they were able to
share their feelings of solidarity. excitement,
and empowerment.

Though women have acheived a great
deal since the women’s movement of the

1970’s, panelists presented a staggering sta-
tistic which showed that women perform
two-thirds of the world’s work, receive ten
percent of the world’s wages. and own less
than one percent of the world’s property.
Inthe United States, forexample, women
earn approximately 77 cents for every dollar
aman earns. Furthermore, the U.S. is one of
only six countries, along with Afghanistan
and Iran. which has not ratified the United

Nations declaration to end all forms of
dicrimination against women.

Davidson’s participation in the Feminist
Expo was funded by Campus Forums. The
Women’s Issues Committee, the Gender Re-
source Center, President Vagt, and the Dean
of Students Office.

The Women’s Issues Committee  will
host an Expo forum on April 19 in the Out-
post in conjunction with Cultural Arts night.

portunity to hear dynamic speakers
such as Gloria Steinem and Carol
Moseley Braun, Ambassador to New
Zealand, discuss the issues surround-
ing feminism in the twenty-first cen-
tury.

Other speakers included poet Bell
Hooks and Gail Dines, who gave a
powerful presentation on pornogra-
phyat Davidsonlast year. Davidson’s
own Cameron Richardson spoke
about campus activism, sharing her
experiences working with Amnesty
International.

In addition to speakers and pan-
els, the Expo hosted hundreds of US
and global organizations which shared
their information in a gallery of booths
and displays.

Some of the issues discussed
during the weekend were reproduc-
tive freedom and the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan. The Taliban, which cur-
. rently control Afghanistan’s govern-
“ment, literally imprison women in

their homes. Other issues included
female political involvement and
women and the media.

Six thousand feminists—both
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By KRisTEN TAYLOR
Staff Writer

Four dancers sit on the stage, massaging
sore muscles, practicing moves, and watch-
ing each other. Hydrating. The music is loud,
very loud for many of the (slightly older)
artist series season ticket holders.

“We have to have the music loud so we
can find the beat,” Clyde Evans, acting as the
company leader, had told me the night before.

Evans rocked the Baker Sports Complex
on Thursday with a three-hour master class
that left the eighteen members of the class
(the author included) close to limping to the
concert. The Chambers stairs were a formi-
dable obstacle, but Evans had forever hooked
me on hip-hop.

THE DAVIDSONIAN
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Rennie Harris Puremovement: Do what the music tells you

Evans is one of the eleven members of
Rennie Harris: PureMovement, the Philadel-
phia-based company that finished the 1999-
2000 Artist Series. Six of the company mem-
bers performed at this show plus one guest,
Julie Uric.

The company dynamic is very good;
members simply take turns jamming in front

of the group—outside of two combinations -

and one piece, there was no set choreography.
Those behind the jammer encourage and talk
amongst themselves.

The atmosphere remained low-key from
the start, as Evans walked onstage in an
orange hat and suspenders, white rolled-up
baggy pants, a wife-beater, sneakers with
high socks, and a microphone. He proceeded
to detail the history of hip-hop, which he

JAMES JENKINS
Press Release

On Saturday from noon to 6:00, KA
will hold the annual KArnival on the David-
son Town Green to benefit the Muscular
Dystrophy Association.

Dale Earnhardt’s race car, the Carolina
Panther’s Muhsin Muhammad, and David-
son College’s own Cast Iron Filter will
make up just a few of the many attractions at
this year's event.

Every year KArnival has raised funds
for the Muscular Dystrophy Association
while providing entertainment for children
in the Davidson community. The tradition.
started six years ago by Jeff Sheer "97. used
to take place in the Baker parking lot. Since
then, KArnival has become KA's major
Spring service project. This year's event
has been expanded to provide an afternoon
not only for kids. but also for their families
and the Davidson College community. Hav-
ing the KArnival on the Davidson Town
Green makes the event more accessible for
the surrounding area. As freshman Graham
Watson says, ‘the event does something
specifically for the Davidson community.”
It also helps kids with muscular dystrophy.

MDA’s primary goal is to foster re-
search and patient care covering 40 neuro-
muscular disorders. The KArnival’s pro-
ceeds help send local childrenwho suffer
from muscular dystrophy to MDA Summer
Camp inYork, SC for one week.

In addition to contributing to a great
cause, those attending the Karnival will be
well-entertained. Cast Iron Filter will debut
songs from their new album Further Down

the band has played before such a diverse
group. Mike Orlando expresses the band’s
excitement about being able to “play in front

KArnival on Saturday

" year's KArnival. NASCAR tickets with pit

the Line. This show marks the first time that

of our favorite audience, the Davidson stu-
dentbody, as well as the Davidson commu-
nity.”

Along with great music., Muhsin
Muhammad of the Carolina Panthers will
be at the event to help host and sign auto-
graphs for children. From inside the dunk
tank, President Bobby Vagt will join in the
efforts to raise money for MDA.

A moonbounce will be on the Green,
and Dale Earnhardt’s racecar will also be
parked there. Another attraction will be
Thunderdome Racing where miniature cars
are raced around a twenty-five foot banked
track.

A silent auction complements this

passes to the October 8. 2000 race in Char-
lotte, a guided fly fishing trip. Davidson
Basketball season tickets and autographed
balls, rounds of golf at Birkdale and Mal-
lard Head, and N.C. State vs. UNC basket-
ball tickets make up some of the many
items that can be bid on from 12:00-4:00 on
Saturday. The silent auction wiil draw
more people out and raise additional money
for MDA. :

The fraternity hopes to raise $8,000 to
sponsor five cabins of campers at this year's
summer camp. Last year, KA sent $1500 to
MDA. Based on past records, this year's
goal may seem too lofty, but the fraternity
believes a genuine, organized effort can
generate huge rewards. ThankstoCastIron
Filter, the Student Government Associa-
tion, the Davidson College Union, Patterson
Court Council, the President’s Office, and
Admissions, this year’s KAmival has been
supported by many groups on campus.
“KArnival is a well organized, collective
effort that makes people realize the true
potential of a group working together,”
sophomore lan Nelson said.

Free
Admission

SATURDAY APRIL 15, 2000

Davidson Town Green
12:00-6:00

FUN, FOOD, AND ENTERNAINMENT
To Benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association

DAVIDSON COLLEGE’S CAST IRON FILTER

defined as “nothing more than traditional
African dance.” The term “hip-hop” also
describes the era we are in now and the dance
of the people, according to Evans.

“Lockin’” was the first dance that the
company demonstrated, a clownish hybrid of
the Frankenstein that Don Cambell pioneered
in 1968. (Evans also mentioned that his col-
orful outfit was typical of a Locker—Three
Stooges, golf-style.)

“Poppin’”, the next dance, also devel-
oped in 1968 on the WestCoast. When
“Poppin’” is done correctly, you can actually
hear bones cracking, Evans told the enthused,
slightly deaf audience. Remember the body
waves of the eighties? That’s one of the three
poppin’ styles.

At the end of waves, the sound booth
missed Evans’ signal to kill the music, so he
improvised for a bit to loud applause. The
other two Poppin'" styles, “Tics” and **Ani-
mation”, were shown by Evans and Rodney
Mason. “Ticin"" makes the dancer convulse
like an android, and Animation™ imitates the
old-school Hollywood claymation of Me-
dusa, Hercules, and King Kong. “*Anima-
tion” morphed Evans and Mason into those
monsters, and with no help from the lights,
the two men seemed caught between strobe
flashes.

After “Animation,” Evans explained “B-
boy.” (He defended the term as describing
not the gender of the dancer, but the attitude
of the dance.) I am not sure if I buy that, but
the word does function as a noun and a verb.

" In “Lockin"" and “Poppin™". the dancers act

on a force inside of them, but “B-boy”. hip-
hop. and house styles illustrate an outside
force on the dancers. These three styles
emphasize the dancers’ control of their bod-
ies, whereas poppin’ and lockin™ exhibit al-
most involuntary talent. B-boy developed in
the late sixties in the Bronx through “cre-
atively-repressed Hispanic and Black teens.”
Evans said. Those out of the loop call it
breakdancing, but now you know the correct
term is B-boy. Floor spins, head spins, and
handstands ruled the stage as the rest of the
members (who had watched Evans and Ma-
son during poppin’) again took turns center
stage. Evans also referred to capoeira, a mar-
tial art that slaves disguised as a smooth,
smiling dance, as a part of B-boy. Hip-hop
was made by those who considered sweating
beneath themselves; “hip-hop brought dance
back up to feet,” Evans explained. Think of
guys on the Court whodance inacorner. Now
imagine them busting it.
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House was the last style the company
showed. House started in Chicago, when it
resurfaced from Europe’s transformation of
hip-hop into techno music. The company
showed this American ownership in their
individual adaptations, and the audience
stopped being able to clap and started gasp-
ing. Duane Holland and James Colter put
gymnasts to shame; Holland executed a full
back layout and Col.ter’slid, on his dreads, the
length of the stage.

To close the show the company per-

- formed an autobiographical piece by Evans

entitled “Breath.” The company performed
the words Evans spoke describing his struggle
to retain his Trinidad heritage. Evans’ mes-
sage was “‘people don’t respect you for who
you are; people want to change you into who
they want you to be.” After the loud pulse
throughout the performance, the silence ac-
companying Evans’ words and the company’s
noise was striking. No one dared breathe.
(although that was the title of the piece) until
the dancers stopped.

Then the audience gave the company a
standing ovation, and Evans instructed the
entire theater to join hands (Mason tried to
start a love train.) Everyone repeated *‘Peace, -
love, and respect for everyone.” The air was
charged with evangelical fervor as Evans
continued shouting mottoes, and I wasn’t
sure whether I was at a revival or a perfor-
mance.

[ really didn’t care.

The Rennie Harris troupe was so im-
mersed in their performance, which was re-
freshing after the overall disappointment of
the previous Artist Series performance.
George Gee and his Make-Believe Ballroom
Orchestra. The Rennie Harris company shared
with Davidson the hip-hop culture, which is
so underground that we only recognize the
corruption of hip-hop in the Beastie Boys™ B-
boy imitations. Michael Jackson's moonwalk
(which isn’t really called the moonwalk. and
he didn’t really invent it). and the media’s
brief eighties fling with “breakdancing.”

The show used great music. beginning
with James Brown, appropriate lighting. and
regular clothes as costumes. The company

_dazzled us with their talent, their energy. and

spirit, guiding us through their world with no
pretense of superiority.

Rennie Harris: Puremovement was a
strong finish to the 1999-2000 Artist Series,
and I hope the 2000-2001 program, which
also promises four impressive shows,

can continue the momentum.

Seniors inducted into Phi Beta Kappa:

Yevgeniya V. ARUTYUNYAN
Sarah Brooke BAGWELL
Janice Alicia BAKER
Sandra Joan BISHOP
Brenda Ann BONDESEN
Suzannah Leigh BOZZONE
Ashley Elizabeth BROWN
Benjamin Joseph BROWN
Patton Elliott BURCHETT
Leslie Ann CARBONE
Robert L. CHANDLER, IV
Randy Dylan CULBERTSON
Allison Kate DPOLPH

. Virginia Kropse DYE .

- Stephanie Ann ERICKSON
Karen Joy FRITCHIE
John Stuart FRYE }
Benjamin Stubbs GARRISON
Scott Anderson HARPER
Caitlin Welsh HASKELL
Andrew Scott HOLBROOK
Blizabeth Harrod HOLT
Jennifer Lauren HOWARD
Jane Cutter HUGHES .
Christian Mansfield HUNT
‘Rabul KARNIK

- Margaret Anne LATTERNER

Sarah Kathryn KEITH
Claire Marie LAMPP

Christopher David LEE :
Nancy Marshall LIVINGSTON
Jennifer Louise LYON

Robert Andrew MAGNUSSEN
Michelle Lynn MARKEY
Katherine C. MCKNIGHT
Stephanie Kendall MORR
Laura Jane MORRISS -

James Hilton NOLEN

Kevin Tyler O’CONNELL
Joslyn Eleanor OGDEN







