DAviDsoN COLLEGE

Complaints surface
over new parking rules

By BURGIN HARDEN
Sports Editor

At its weekly Tuesday night meeting, the
SGA debated but ultimately tabled a resolu-
tion requiring all first-year students—begin-
ning with the Class of 2005—to park in the lot
outside Baker Sports Complex.

- Sophomore class president Kevin Epps
proposed the measure after working for weeks
with SGA President Joey Harris and campus
saftey chief Sam McKelvey. The trio had
considerd other options, including class-spe-
cific parking zones and the use of a lottery to
assign parking spaces, but neither alternative
proved an equitable solution. ‘

“This resolution will make parking safer,
more convenient, and not as competitive for
the number of spaces we have available,”
said Epps. “We want parking to be a service.
We don’t want students to have to park in
Satellite and then walk to Duke.”

Satellite parking, according to Epps, is
overflowing and students are parking on the
unpaved, unlighted road behind the Satellite
lot—a strip that actually belongs to Duke
Power Co. Mandating parking in Baker, a lot
that remains largely empty, will move cars
out of those unsafe areas.

Opposition to the proposal came from a
number of sentors. Some representatives
disliked the idea of singling out one class
while others did not see the advantage of
requiring freshman to park in a lot on the side
of campus opposite from where the majority
of freshmen are housed housed.

Epps called for a vote on the resolution, but
SGA Vice President Beth Gardner moved to
table the resolution if it was not voted on after
twenty minutes of debate. Enough senators
left, however, before debate was over that the
SGA did not have a quorum and therefore
could not hold a vote.

The senators will plan to vote on the reso- ‘

lution at the SGA’s next meeting, a week
from Thursday.

Epps’ proposal comes on the heels of a
town ordinance that went into effect last
week restricting overnight parking on Main
Street. The ordinance prohibits townspeople
and students alike from leaving their cars
curbside between 2 and 5 in the morning.
Violators will be towed at their own expense.

The town ordinance is designed to discour-
age students from leaving their cars parked
on Main Street for days on end, according to
town manager Leamon Brice. Without a
constant turnover, downtown merchants and
patrons have had difficulty finding parking
spaces during the day.

“It appeared that a lot of the parking was
cars that never moved or would stay for
several days at a time,” said Brice. “We did
the no-parking-at-night to make sure that the
parking was not used for car storage.

“We wanted to make sure that that parking
turned over at least once a day and make it
possible for downtown workers, merchants,
and patrons to access the parking.”

Students have complied with the ordinance

see Pal‘king, page 6

Phi Delt prank doesn’t
make everyone laugh

By TimoTtHy Cook
News Editor

The library was the scene of some contro-
versy last Friday, when Phi Delta Theta prac-
ticed one of their favorite traditions. It was
late Thursday night when two unnamed se-
niors were carrying some 30 to 40books piled
high in their arms on the stairs between the
ground floor and the second floor. The two
men then “tripped” and they along with their
books went tumbling down several steps. A
laughing crowd gathered around the spec-
tacle, which Phi Delt said was meant to be
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comic relief to break the study mood at the
library.

One person who was not laughing among
those who were watching was German De-
partment Chair, Dr. Scott Denham. After the
incident occurred, he wrote an e-mail to the
president of Phi Delt, Evan Shay and various
others expressing his concerns over what he
called “an unwanted encounter.” In that e-
mail (printed in full below), Dr. Denham
disclosed his conception of what happened
that afternoon and his anger about the de-
struction of a book.

Denham wrote in the letter that he wit-
nessed an act of hazing on a pledge by the
upperclassmen brothers. He also said that it
looked as if there were “maybe 200 books™ on
the floor and that he found one book had its
cover damaged. In the e-mail Denham cov-
ered points in both the Code of Responsnblhty
and the college’s Hazing policy.

But, after an investigation by Dean
Marsicano and Library Director Leland Park,
the incident was found not to have anything to
do with hazing. The two students were se

see Phi Delt, page 5

also see The E'mail, page 5
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Members of eating houses and fraternities are encouraging the

addition of sororities to Patterson Court.

Group campaigns for
sororities at Davidson

By LINDY BALDWIN
Staff Writer

High school seniors searching for the “per-
fect college™ usually consider a myriad of
factors in choosing their final destination.
One major consideration is usually the social
life on campus — including the presence or
absence of fraternities and sororities. The
Greek presence on campus can take many
forms, from Dartmouth (where they domi-
nate the social scene) to Swarthmore (where
the student body is fiercely opposed to the
idea).

Davidson’s own Greek system is some-
what unusual in that only fraternities are
present on campus. However, a growing
group of students is seeking to change that.

Megan Tate, a junior in Rusk, is one of the
leaders in the movement to bring sororities to
Davidson’s campus. “The thought of starting
a sorority has passed in and out of my mind
ever since sophomore year,” she explained.
“I have always thought that the bond the
fraternity brothers have is simply amazing
and have wished to have a similar experience
for myself.

_ “I see that bond created through the small
size of their houses and the time spent to-
gether, especially in that first semester as
freshmen. If guys can have the option to go

‘Greek, join an eating house, or be indepen-

dent why can’t girls have the same choices?”

Tate is far from alone in her sentiments.
“Several people are involved including
Tamsin Garner, Chiqui Sanchez-Ross,
Loucinda Pittenger and members of two fra-
ternities. Also several more have expressed
interest if not to join thento give full
support for starting a sorority.”

This group is not the first to attempt to

bring sororities to Davidson’s campus. In

- 1997, Davidson students brought the issue to
President Bobby Vagt. Vagtrejected theidea

in early 1998.

In a statement (available on the web in the
News & Events Archives), Vagt said, “It is
my judgment that the presence of sororities at
Davidson could put at risk one of this
institution’s great strengths — that is, the
unsurpassed quality . . . of the female appli-
cants for admission. Clear expressions of

concern were voiced by the Admissions Of-
fice . . . Further, the overwhelming majority
of the hundreds of female students, both
current and graduated, vigorously asserted
that the presence of sororities on this campus
would have acted as a strong depressant on
their interest in attending Davidson.
“Absent these facts, simple equity would
have dictated inviting sororities to organize
here. However, we cannot and will not jeop-
ardize imprudently something as vital to
Davidson as the caliber of its students.”
Tate disagreed with the idea that sororities
would act as a deterrent to female applicants.
“Several friends didn’t come here because
there weren't any sororities here on campus
and they wanted that sense of sisterhood and
connectedness. Sororities may not be for ev-
eryone, but they would make a wonderful
contribution to the life on Patterson court.”
She also objected to the stereotype of so-
rorities as exclusive, even snobby, organiza-

see SOTOTItIES, page 4
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Horowitz calls for free press

Are newspapers accountable for the content in the
paid advertisements they print? Conservative author
David Horowitz, president of The Center for the
Study of Popular Culture, wrote and submitted a very
controversial full-page ad to sixty-five college and
university riewspapers.
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Down and dirty at Davidson

The upheaval created by the constant movement of
construction vehicles and equipment has spawned
huge rivers of brown sludge —often several inches
deep—along roads and near the tennis courts. Offi-
cials say relief is at hand, as construction will soon
wind down.
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Say no to drugs

Johnny Depp’s new release Blow was as
unmemorable as it was unengaging.
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Tenure War

Students debate the recent denial of tenure for Dr.
Figueroa and plead for an explanation.
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berarxan of Congress James ‘H.
Billington talks on “The Future of the
Book” as Davidson’s Reynolds Lecturer.
He will speak on April 19 at 7:30 pm in
Love Auditorium. Call 894-2288 for more
mformanon

Davidson Fraternity
Stages Annual Festival to

Benefit MDA

Davidson College’s Kappa Alpha Or-
der fraternity invites kids of all ages to
participate in its ninth annual KArnival
festival on Saturday, April 21.

The event, whose proceeds will benefit
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, will
be held on the Davidson Village Green
from 10a.m. -4 p.m. It will feature a silent
auction, musical acts from local schools
and Davidson College, and games such as
a moon bounce, go fish, and a dunk tank.
The Kappa Alpha Order has a nationwide
commitment to MDA and its patients that
prompted more than $170,000 int dona-
tions to the organization last year. For
more information on KAmival , contact
Matt Chapman at 894-5200.

For more information on the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, please visit the
nanonal websxtc at mmdngg_qm

New Biology program
begins -

Anew amphibian and reptile conserva- -
tion program, the Central Carolina Am-
plub:an -and Reptile- Initiative (CCARI)
has been initiated to help implement the
national PARC - Partners in Amphxblan
and Reptile Conservanon mlssmn at the
local level. - :

Our first meetmg wﬂl be a HERP

By Jessica MERING
News Editor

When the Board of Trustees announced
their tenure decisions last Friday, Professor
Ramon Figueroa was not on the list of newly-
tenured faculty. Many students took this as a
call to action and have mobilized to protest
the decision.

Marie Sharp ’02 and Allen Lee *02 are
spearheading the effort to express the wide-
spread dissatisfaction with the trustees’ deci-
sion. “I can’tbelieve that he could not be here
next year for other students to experience his
incredible teaching style and involvement in
the community,” Sharp lamented at lastnight’s
SGA meeting.

In response to the decision, Sharp and Lee
addressed the SGA and proposed that they go
on record as disagreeing with Figueroa’s
tenure denial. They are also encouraging in-
dividual students to express their feelings and
opinions to the administration. “Let’s do

DIA waits
while Vagt
decides fate

of Outpost

By RicHARD VINSON
Editor in chief

After consultation with the Committee on -

Campus and Religious Life (CCRL), Presi-
dent Bobby Vagt is debating whether to ac-
cept its recommendation on the Outpost fa-
cility. He maintains that nothing has been
decided as of yet.

CCRL recommended to Vagt that he grant
the request of the Davidson International
Association (DIA) to make the Outpost its
permanent home.

If all proceeds as anticipated, the building
which currently houses the Union Outpost
will become vacant after its late-night food
service moves to the new Knobloch Campus
Center.

The Committee issued its proposal after it
had considered requests from a number of
groups, including DIA and Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity. Other students wanted to keep the
Outpost an open facility, even if the Grille has
to go.

In spite of the recommendation and the
widely circulated DIA petition, Vagt still has
some “questions and concerns” about the
bestuse of the building. Accordingto him,he
discussed these issues both with representa-
tives from DIA and with CCRL.

Vagt admitted, “There are a whole lot of
wonderful reasons why DIA should get that
building.” Nevertheless, as he put it, “We’re
still trying to get our institutional priorities
straight.” :

Vagt mentioned several possible “needs
for space” that may not have been addressed
yet. In particular, he noted that should
Davidson decide to remodel the houses on
Patterson Court, the Outpost could serve as a
“rotator house.” The facility could also prove
useful during the planned renovation of Grey
Student Union and for alumni functions.

Another concern dealt more specifically
with DIA. “They [DIA] said that they wanted
to bring the breadth of the campus together

see Outpost, page 6

something. Let’s write letters, let’s make
phone calls, let’s write emails, let’s make our
voice heard. I'm sick of action,” Sharp im-
plored.

The reasoning behind tenure decisions is
confidential, even to the faculty member in
question. Student evaluations, classroom per-
formance and scholarship, which often means
publishing‘ success, are the three factors in
deciding to whom tenure will be awarded.
First, an academic department votes on
whether to award tenure to its member. Re-
gardless of this decision, the Faculty Advi-
sory Committee then votes on the professor.
The Dean of Faculty sits on this four-member
committee, as well as one representative from
the sciences, arts and humanities and the
social sciences. The case then goes to the
trustees whose decision generally reflects the
Faculty Advisory Committee’s recommen-
dation. Figueroa won the Spanish
department’s approval but was not approved
by the Faculty Advisory Committee or the
Board. According to procedure, Figueroa has
thirty days to appeal the decision if he chooses
to do so.

Outraged students cite a disproportionate
number of professors of color being denied
tenure in recent years. Sharp claims that this
possible pattern is detrimental to Davidson’s
quest for diversity and that Figueroa’s tenure
decision could reflect an alarming trend.
Members of the SGA questioned this as-
sumption and stressed the importance of
avoiding premature conclusions. “That is a
broad accusation, not having all the facts, to
suggest this decision was made because he is
a person of color,” said Amanda Mildner *03.

Students protest tenure decision

Sharp pointed out Figueroa’s high levels of
involvement with the students during his
seven years at Davidson. He has been active
with the Union Board, Dean Rusk, OLAS and
DIA. He is instrumental in the Dia de los
muertos and Cinco de mayo. In a form letter
designed to encourage student action,
Figueroa's supporters ask: “...how the Ad-
ministration can expect current students to
encourage prospectives (especially minori-
ties) to come to a school that wants to present
itself as being ‘committed to diversity’ when
wonderful and qualified professors such as
... Dr. Figueroa have been denied tenure?”
The writers also cite Figueroa’s exemplary
and engaging teaching style as a reason why
tenure-denial is inappropriate.

The SGA passed a resolution to write a
letter to the Administration which questions
the process of making tenure decisions and to
encourage more student involvement in the
procedure. It will not expressly challenge the
decision regarding Figueroa. “There will be
no revoking this decision. What we can do
here and now is state our displeasure as a
body,” said SGA President Joey Harris "02.
Vice-President Beth Gardner seconded
Harris’s opinion: “I don’t think it’s our place
to determine whether the decision is right or
wrong. I do think it’s our place to express
concern about student involvement in the
procedure as well as convey student out-
rage.”

Harris and Gardner, along with Sharp and
Lee, did encourage individual senators, along
with the rest of the students, to express their
individual opinions on the matter to the ad-
ministration.

to buy a
computer?

You rﬁ%'/ order a computer

through Information Technology Services from
See this web site for more

June-August.
information:

www .davidson.edu/computing/purchasing/students/

e Computers are sold only to enrolled Davidson
students for their personal use.

* Specific information about the sales program
will be available after June 1°%, 2001.
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College papers face criticism over handling of"

By Jessica MERING
News Editor

Are newspapers accountable for the con-
- tent in the paid advertisements thdy print?
Many callege newspaper editors have been
asking just that question in the last several
weeks as they decided whether to print a
politically-charged ad. Sixty-five college
newspapers, primarily dailies, received an ad
headed: “Ten Reasons Why Reparations for
Slavery is a Bad Idea for Blacks - and Racist
Too.”

Conservative author David Horowitz, presi-
dent of The Center for the Study of Popular
Culture, wrote and submitted the full-page
ad. His claims, while shared by others, had
the power to incite strong feelings and en-
courage controversy. Of the sixty-five news-
papers that received the ad, more than half of
them rejected it on the grounds that paid
advertisements were subject to the discretion
of the staff. Most of the newspapers are run
independently of their universities and there-
fore enjoy complete freedom when deciding
what to run.

In an interview with Diversitylnc.com,
Horowitz accused the papers of censorship
and argued that their refusals violated his
First Amendmentrights. Advertisement regu-
lations, however, are often very separate from
editorial procedure.

Many editors chose to reject the ad for
practical reasons. “Advertising space is not
sacred ground, it is space bought with money.
That space comes with restrictions and stan-
dards far different from those on an opinion
or editorial page ...Writing opinion pieces
and news stories that may upset readers is

Staff Writer

Without the help of the Department of
Public Safety, Davidson’s little campus could
have turned into a bike graveyard by now.
Campus police have been collecting “aban-
doned- looking bikes” for more than a year,
says Director of Public Safety Sam McKelvey.
McKelvey says that police officers observed
most of the bikes in their abandoned state “for
sometime” before they were rescued.

The bikes were found “in bushes, and lying
along roadways, paths, and lawns,” McKelvey
notes. Many students who have had their
bikes taken complain that the department
took them from a bike rack, but McKelvey
figures that other students may have “bor-
rowed” the unsecured bikes and left them
somewhere in a hurry. That's exactly what
happened to Stratton Lawrence *03, whose
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- oftengood journalism. Selling advertisements
that alienate customers is just bad business,”
said the editors of the Yale Daily News in an
interview with The Washington Post.

By separating the editorial and business
staffs, newspapers attempt to retain distinc-
tion between the two jobs. Editors, through
the use of opinion sections and letters to the
editor, shoulder the responsibility for facili-
tating a public forum where any voice can be
heard. In an interview with the Washington
Post, Jennifer Kepka (American University’s
Eagle) explained that her paper’s decision
not to print the ad was based more on its form
thanits content: “If Mr. Horowitz had chosen
to submit his piece as an opinion-editorial,
with a campus co-signer, we wouldn’t be
having this discussion. We would have printed
it. Advertising, however, doesn’t have that
kind of protection on our pages and I don’t
believe it should.” In other words, not print-
ing an editorial is censorship while not print-
ing an ad is good business.

Of the twenty newspapers that printed the
ads so far, three of them have since apolo-
gized for their decision. Editors at the Daily
Californian (UC - Berkely), State Press
(Arizona State) and the Aggie (UC — Davis)
issued public statements in which they ex-
pressed their regret for printing the ad. “The
Daily Cal’s ad policy does not allow the
publishing of ads with incorrect or blatantly
inflammatory content ... the ad allowed the
Daily Cal to become an inadvertent vehicle
forbigotry,” said its editor Daniel Hernandez.

Other newspapers have published the ad
and, despite protest, stood behind their deci-
sions. Irate students removed copies of Brown
University’s Daily Herald from the stands. At

Erin Berry
Campus pollce collected about forty “abandoned” bikes

Pol-iée pick up “abandoned” bikes

By BReNT Byars

bike was stolen, found and then recovered by
Public Safety in front of Knox.

Campus police currently have a cache of
about 40 bikes in their storage area. An e-
mail sent from the Dean of Students office on
March 15 informed students about the or-
phaned bikes, and urged those with missing
bikes to call Public Safety. It’s not clear
whether Public Safety made good on the e-
mail’s deadline for disposal of the bikes, but

‘McKelvey insists that proper notice was given.

Public Safety’s website lists ways that stu-
dents can safeguard their bikes, the most
important of which is a reliable bike lock.
Students can also have their bikes registered
with the department for free, so that the bike
is more easily recovered later. Students can
call Public Safety at x2178 for more informa-
tion or to inquire after the lost-and-found
blkes

Duke University, hundreds of students pro-
tested the Chronicle’s decision to run the ad,
and the campus police were forced to escort
out more than fifteen protesters who stormed
the paper’s office. “We have made a commit-
ment to be an open forum for all ideas. In
America, at newspapers and college cam-

Reasons
Why ns for Slavery
is a Bad Idea— and Racist Too.
By David Herewitx
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Horowitz’s article caused
controversy in college

puses especially, we value that free exchange
and different views. Frank discussion comes
at the expense of comfort,” said Chronicle
editor Greg Pessin. In a four-page public
statement, the Chronicle staff states: “Our
actions over the past few days have been
consistent with our principles as journalists,
students and community members. They have
been consistent, too, with the invaluable tra-

-dxtionofﬁeeexpgemon.open

ideological diversity in this country. We »
by our principles and our actions, and reiter- -
ate our call for further productive public
deba

Horowntz begins his argument by noting
that “There is No Single Group Clearly Re-
sponsible for the Crime of Slavery.” He claims
that there were thousands of non-white
slaveholders and that it is therefore impos-
sible to assign payment responsibility to any
one faction. He points out that because of
immigration, a relatively small number of
today’s Americans have any direct connec-
tion to slavery. Horowitz claims that there is
no evidence showing that today’s African-
Americans suffer any economic consequences
of slavery.

He also suggests that reparations would
ultimately have divisive effects on American
sqciety by further underscoring and separat-
ing racial groups. He claims that “reparations
to African-Americans have already been
paid...in the form of welfare benefits and
racial preferences.

Finally, he suggests that any debt owed to
African-Americans is countered by a debt
owed by them to others who have worked for
equality: “If not for the sacrifices of white
soldiers and a white American president who
gave his life to sign the Emancipation Procla-
mation, blacks in America would still be
slaves. If not for the dedication of Americans
of all ethnicities and colors to a society based
on the principle that all men are created equal,
blacks would not enjoy the highest standard
of living of blacks anywhere in the
world...Where is the gratitude of black
America and its leaders for those gifts?”







