
However,somequestionthegenderrequire-
ment,due to thefact that on the whole,the set
ofapplicationsfromfemalesare frequentlybet-
ter than those from men,making getting into
Davidson more competitive for women than
men.

"Thelong termtrendsofapplications arethat
applicationsofwomenare increasingandqual-
ity is increasing, whilenumbers for menhave
plateaued," said LouOrtmayer, Professor of
PoliticalScienceandchairoftheFacultyCom-
mittee on Admission andFinancial Aid.

President BobbyVagt defended the trustee
policy.

"Thisis notamatterofsaying we'retaking
someonejust to getamatterofequity.

"We look at achievement,[and] we look at
potential," Vagt said. "Intermsofactualmea-
surable performance, women have matured"
earlier in their high school years.

"With respect tomen,oneof thechallenges
withtheAdmissionsgroupisto findsomebody
whocancomehereanddowell,and whenthe
goddessofmaturity does strike," they willbe

see Admissions,page5

Belk to be renovated during summer Education prof
critical of Teach
for America

semesterwillbeable toreturn tocampusearly.
Marsicanosaid that studentathletesaffected

by this arrangement will probably reside in
otherdorms withteammembersuntiltheregu-
lar move-in date.

Marsicano encourages students living in
Belk tostartthinkingabout takingexamsearly.

"We'reworkingonanacceleratedconstruc-
tion schedule in order to complete this enor-
mous job in 12 summer weeks. We'll really
needthecooperationofthis year'sresidents in
movingoutpromptly andnextyear'sresidents
in moving as scheduled to meet our goal of
having the building ready for students,"
Marsicano said.

The same company that is currently work-
ingonChambers willalsobehandlingthereno-
vations of Belk.

Thecost for the improvements will be ap-
proximately fourmillion dollars,and funding
iscoming from roomrents.

Belk'srenovations arepartofaneight-year
plan torenovateallof theresidence lifehalls.
Davidsoniscurrently in thesecond yearof the
plan. So far,Richardson,Ryburn,and Flowe
havebeencompleted.

After Belk is completed, Marsicano says
RLO'snextbiggestconcernwillbeDukeResi-
denceHall.

By Bi.evinShelnutt
SeniorStaff Writer

BelkDormitory isslated toundergoseveral
major renovations this summer.

The most significant renovations will con-
sistofredoing thebuilding'selectrical,plumb-
ing,andheatingandair conditioningsystems.

The Residence Life Office (RLO) hopes
these improvements will help eliminate the
mold problem that has persistedin the dorm.

Therenovations willalsoallow the dorm to
bemuch more handicapaccessible.Aneleva-
tor will be installed in the building, and two
additionalhandicap suites willalso beadded.

Thehandicapsuiteshaveaprivatebath with
aroll-inshowerandhandicap-accessible sink.
Currentlythereisonlyonehandicap-accessible
room inBelk.

The lounge areason firstand fourth Belk
willbeexpandedandenhancedas well.Along
withatelevisionarea,the firstBelklounge will
haveareadingarealocatedwhere theWriting
Centeriscurrently situated.Twodoubledorm
roomsinfourthBelkwillbereduced tosingles
inorder to enlargeits lounge.

Thebuilding'sbathrooms willalsobemodi-
fied.Severalof theurinals willberemovedso
that thereisonlyone onthe wallofeachbath-

room.Bathrooms willalsooffermoreprivacy,
as some showers will have dressing areas.

Other thanafewalterations,theappearance
ofthedormroomswillnotchangesignificantly.
New movable computerdesks willreplacethe
existingbuilt-incomputerdesks,andthefloors
of the rooms will becarpeted.

Dean Leslie Marsicano,Director of Resi-
denceLife,commented ontherenovations.

"The most important elements of the reno-
vation willnotbe immediately apparent tostu-
dents but will make abigdifference in their
Belk experience throughout the year. We're
bringing theelectrical,plumbing,heatingand
air conditioningsystems into the21stcentury
so thatstudents willenjoymuchmorereliable
service,"Marsicano said.

Because the renovations will require the
entiredurationof thesummer tobecompleted,
RLOisinsisting that studentscurrently resid-
ing inBelk leave thebuilding within24hours
after completingtheir last exam.They are en-
couragedtoroom withafriendinanotherdorm
if they wish to stay throughgraduation.

RLO will move into the second floor of
MartinCourt Fduring therenovations. Since
RLO anticipates that renovations will not be
complete until the first dayof move-ininAu-
gust,neither students living inBelk orFnext

LeslieHempson

Senior Staff Writer

Teach For America's efforts to recruit
Davidsonstudents intoitsprogram willcon-
clude on Sunday, the applicationdeadline,
but thecontroversysurroundingthisprogram
will most likelycontinue.

AlthoughTeach For America's on-cam-
puscoordinators haveblitzed students with
e-mailsandinformationalmeetingspromot-
ingtheir programforthepastseveralmonths,
Dr. Rudy Jackson, Assistant Professor of
Education,warned interested students to
think twice before making such a serious
commitment to the organization.

AccordingtoJackson,TeachForAmerica
is a wonderful idea,but it suffers twoseri-
ous flaws.

First,itsendsrecentcollegegraduateswith
little tono teaching experience to some of
themostchallengingpublic school districts
inthecountry.Thechildreninthosedistricts
oftenperform below grade-leveland need

seeTeach,page3
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Gender balance policy
to affect admissions

Volume 95, Number 16

Competitionexpected to be especially strongamongfemales
By BrandonCarroll
ManagingEditor

As reported last week, the AdmissionsOf-
fice has receivedarecordnumber ofapplica-
tions from students wishing to be part of a
smaller-than-normalincomingfreshman class,
makinggettingintoDavidsonextremelycom-
petitive this year.

Alittle-knownsecretofthe admissionsgame,
however,isthatnotallapplicationsarecreated
equally.

Specifically,theOffice ofAdmissionandFi-
nancial Aid must abide byTrusteepolicy, as
mustall agencies of the college.

Inregard toadmissions, theBoard ofTrust-
ees havecreated apolicy that thecollege will
maintain a gender balance of roughly fifty
percentmenandfiftypercent womenoverfour
years.

DeanofAdmissionandFinancialAidNancy
Cable said,"Wearewell withinTrusteepolicy.
We currently have twoclasses that are a few
moremen than women,and two thatare a few
more women than men."

Over a dozerr rnefflP
during the sbhool yeapQM^il9||
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COMA holds firstmeeting,
makes plans for semester

Despite 'verygood' turnout,more
majoritystudent participation wanted

istration,"he said.
HollisemphasizedCOMA'sactiveinvolve-

mentinstudent life."Wecanget thingsdone,"
she said. "You gotproblems with thecurricu-
lum,tellus.Student life concerns,tellus.We
have some financial resources for eventsand
the administration's ear for problems." "

COMA'sbudgettripledthis yearto$450and
has alreadyco-sponsored three events this se-
mester.

OnMLKDaymembershelpedleaddiscus-
sionson race.LastMonday theyhelpedbring
aPsychologyprofessorfromGuilfordCollege
togive a lecture about the "Integration of
America's Boarding Schools: Blacks in the
WhiteElite"sponsoredby thePublic Lectures
Committee and theSociology Departmentas
wellas otherorganizations.TheGay-Straight
Alliance(GSA)andCOMAalsorecentlyheld
a film-fest in theSprinkle Room.

OnFebruary20,the Asian Cultural Aware-
ness Association (ACAA) and COMA will
bring the first Asian comedian to Davidson,
EliotChang.ChangrecentlyappearedonCom-
edyCentral'sstand-upcomedyshow,Premium
Blend.

Thelitany ofminorityorganizationsCOMA
represents includes theJewishStudent Union
(JSU),Muslim Student Association (MSA),
Davidson African Students Association
(DASA),OrganizationofLatinAmericanStu-
dents (OLAS),DIA,ACAA,BSC,GSA,Stu-
dents for NewLearning, and theChronically
Disabled Student Association (CDSA).

Historical note:Records show that one of
the first student committees atDavidson cre-
ated to provide social support for minorities
began in 1984. This committee. Racial Atti-
tudesConcernsEveryone(RACE), waschaired
bya white studentnamedAndrew Yon'86.At
that time "minority organizations" meant the
BSC,theAmericanGuildofOrganists,Catho-
lics,NOW, and the YoungLibertarians.

By AdamMartin
Senior Staff Writer

TherevivedCommitteeonMinorityAffairs
(COMA) losfnoume inplanningupcoming
eventsatitsinauguralmeetingofthe semester,
two weeks/ago.ThisSGA committee ismeant
toserveasanumbrellaorganization fortheten
minority studentgroupsoncampus.

Chairperson Tiffany Hollis '04hopes that
COMA will reassume its role as a voice for
minority concerns andasupportformoremi-
norityactivities. SGA reappointedHollis last
October tohersecondtermasChairperson.She
isalso theVicePresidentof theBlackStudent
Coalition (BSC).

Despitea"verygood" turnoutattheirmeet-
ing,Hollis wished to see more majority stu-
dentsinterestedinCOMA andminority activi-
ties oncampus.

"I want to openmembership up to anyone
who wantstohelpimproveracerelations,pro-
mote tolerance,and encouragediversityhere
on campus. Wehad alotof peoplecome, but
Iwouldhavelikedtohave seenmore than two
whitemen," said Hollis.

Oneofthose white men wasMark Agerton
'06 who said, "I'm not really conscious of
what'whiteprivilege' means on aday-to-day
basis.Iwent to the meetingbecauseIwanted
tohear theconcerns ofminority students and
Iwanted tostartactively seekingoutopportu-
nities to buildrelationships."

AmroteAbdella,President of DavidsonIn-
ternational Association (DIA),one of themi-
nority groupsunderCOMA,spokeofCOMA's
contributions in yearspast.

"Our discussions have been very fruitful.
Through COMA the concerns of some are
spreadtoalltheotherminoritygroups.Through
this,weare learning to understand our differ-
encesandcreatingasenseofunity.COMAalso
givesminorities one,strongervoice toadmin-
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2/7 Patterson Court Damage toProperty

Unknownperson(s)damagedthekitchendoorattheKAhouse.Reportingofficerfound
anumber ofglass panesbroken outof the kitchen door.Itappears that lose bricks from
the sidewalk were used to break theglass.Estimated damage $200.00.

Cluurk

ben.Forinformation
or toorder tickets,call

ChineseFilmLecture

Ben Wang,an associate professorinAs dies andC Literature
atRutgersUniversity,willtalkon"TheHor |einChineseFilm"onFebruary
12at7:00p.m.intheSprinkleRoom. ProfessorWangwillshow thatthevillageis
aproductofbothmodernizationandnostalgic imagination. For information,call
ProfessorVivian Shenat 704-894-2026.

ComedyShow

Theimprovisational comedy troupe"Oops..."presents"Lonely Show"onFeb-
ruary14 at8:30 p.ntintheAlvarez CollegeUnion Smith900Room. Admission
is$1.AKissingBooth willbesetupoutside the900Room from5:00-10:00p.m.
thatevening. Kissesare $1each.

BookLecture

AdamMcKible,anassociateprofessorat JohnJayCollegeofCriminalJustice,
willdiscusshisrediscoveryof EdwardChristopherWilliams's "lost"HarlemRe-
naissance novel,"WhenWashington WasinVogue." Williams,thecountry's first .
professionally trained black librarian,portrays in the book the 1920s African-
Americanhighsocietyof whichhe wasapart. Thetalk isonFebruary 15 at4:30
p.m. intheSmith900Room. Call704-894-2695 formore information.

StakyLectures: MiroslavVolf

Miroslav Volf,the Wright Professor ofTheology at YaleDivinity School,,will
speak about"TheLightShines intheDarkness:AChristianResponse toReligious
Conflict." Thetalks willbeonFebruary15and 16at 7:30p.m. inthe Smith900
Room. The lecturesareapartof the 2004StaleyDistinguishedChristian Scholar
Lecture series. For information,call 704-894-2423.

BloodDrive

TheStudentAthleteAdvisoryCouncil (SAAC),inconjunctionwith theCommu-
nity BloodCenter of the Carolinas (CBCC),will besponsoringa blooddrive on
February16intheatriumof theStudentUnionfrom10:00a.m. to4:00p.m. Sign-
up tables willbeintheUnionfrom 11:00 a.m. to2:00p.m. and 6:00p.m. to 8:00
p.m. until February 12. For information, contact Missy Gilbert at
migilbert@davidson.edu orMeggiePattersonat mgpatterson@davidson.edu.

VocalConcert

Claudia Hommel, a Paris-bom actress and cabaret singer, will present avaried
program of French chansons,American standards, and nineteenth and twentieth
centuryartsongsandtheatremusic. Theconcert isat7:00p.m.intheSmith900Room.
Call704-894-2440 forinformation.
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Elections tobe held on Monday,February16
SGAPresident . UnionBoardPresident

Jack Hubbard '06 Katharine Hubbard '05 Nathan Cox '05
Political ScienceMajor EnglishMajor Political Science Major

"Anaggresive anddetermined President "[SGA]hasbecomeapartofmyDavidson Wants to"keepuptheaction packedprogram that's
ofSGA willingto tackle the toughissuesin- experience.My visionofSGAisnotanorga- beenpartof theUnion Board;" wants"morediverse
volving theUnionCafe mealplan, thepass/ nization composedof a select group of stu- groups" and morecontroversial speakers to getstu-
faildeadline,andourridiculouslyearlyspring dents doing all the work,but anassociation dents to think;andwants"tomaintainthetypeofpro-
break." representingallindividuals." grams thatDavidson students like."

SGA Vice President ATCVice Chair

Andrew Yancey '05 FrancoisTrappey '06 AdamGerstenmier '05 BrandonZeigler '05
Political Science Major ChemistryMajor Economics Major Economics Major

"Iampartof a studentbody with a wide "[Ihave] served on SGA for two years. "Tobeabletoappropriatelydivide thestu- "Iamrunning for the ATC ViceChairbe-
varietyoftalentsanddesires...Iwill...ensure WhatIcan bring to the tableas SGA Vice dent activities fee among so many compet- causeIwant toassure that currentand future
that studentshave themostopportunitiesto President is experiencedleadership in the ing organizations...is a difficult task that I campusorganizationshave thefinancial sup-
go wherever these talents and desires take SGA,andacommitted,provendrive toim- hopeyouallow meto beacrucialpartof for portneeded to thrive on campus."
them." provethequalityofourstudentgovernment." my final twoyears at Davidson as well."

photos by Dorsell Clark

go out into the larger national community to
affectbigger systemchanges,"Devlinsaid."I
think that therearemany thingsthatneed tobe
changed from the top-down."

Devlinsaidthatprogram participantsrelate
well totheirstudentsbecause theyarecloser to
them in age than their more experiencedfel-
low-teachers.

Also, they are filled with enthusiasm and
have not yetbeen "disillusioned" by years of
teaching.Devlinexpressedheradmiration for
the "amazing enthusiasm and dedication"
Teach For America representatives have for
children.

She said, "I was just really drawn to the
missionofTeachForAmerica whichis toend
educational inequitiesin our country."

Established in 1990, Teach For America
works to providean"excellent education" for
all children wholive in theUnited States.

Devlinsaid that 35 Davidsonstudentshave
begunan online application, although notall
will choose to submit theirapplication.

A totalof 30Davidson graduatescurrently
participate or have participated in Teach For
America.

Applicants will receive a letter indicating
whether theyhave been selected for an inter-
view byFebruary24and shouldreceive final
notification of their acceptanceinearly tomid
April.

Teach,frompage1
specialassistance.

"[Teach for America] is targeting low-in-
comekidsthat theybasicallyalreadyknoware
themost-needkids," Jackson said.

"Thosekids typically needthemostandthey
need the teachers with the most experience,
butwhat theprogram isdoingissending teach-
ers with theleast experience."

Jackson also criticized Teach ForAmerica
for marketing itself asa"pit stop"on theroad
to graduate schoolor a"real job."

Since the program lasts foronly twoyears,
manyparticipantsexit theteachingprofession
just as they have started to gain experience.
Thus,TeachForAmericamightexacerbate one
ofthegreatestproblemsconfrontingAmerica's
currenteducational system:high turnoverrates
among teachers.

Jackson added, "The idea that you're just
going in to teach for twoyearsisgoing tode-
crease investment [in students] and motiva-
tion."

Elizabeth Devlin '04, oneof two on-cam-
puscoordinators fortheprogram,admitted that
shedoesnotplan to make teaching her career
butnoted thatTeachForAmericaalumniposi-
tively affectpublicschoolslongafter theircom-
mitmenthas ended.

"I think that thekindofstudents TeachFor
America chooses,after theirexperience,will

Love Responsibly:
Free HIV Testing Drive

February 12
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m.

StudentHealthCenter
For informationor to signup for testing,emailGeorgiaRingle at

geringle@davidson.edu,Judy Kaplan atjukaplan@davidson.edu, or
Hanako Kawabataathakawabata@davidson.edu

Sponsoredby the Adopt-a-Country ADDS Campaign.
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Senicr ClassGiftUpdate
100%~—

I Congratulations,Seniors!
The Senior Class Gift has

I" reached 71.2%PAID
7S* "j- participation

FB if the class reaches
50%" 75%PAID PARTICIPATION.

Pi President and
bfl Mrs. Vagt will
FB contribute $12,004
rj To pay your pledge online,
US visit The AnnualFund website at

J~"H L www.davidson.edu/giving
/ °̂r mailcheck or cash to The( AnnualFund,Box 7170.
I y Please contact Molly
\^^^^/ Shaw (x2831) or Maria

Tardugno (x2113) withquestions.




