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Gender balance policy
to affect admissions

Competition expected to be especially strong among females

By BRaANDON CARROLL
Managing Editor

As reported last week, the Admissions Of-
fice has received a record number of applica-
tions from students wishing to be part of a
smaller-than-normal incoming freshman class,
making getting into Davidson extremely com-
petitive this year.

Alittle-known secret of the admissions game,
however, is that not all applications are created
equally.

Specifically, the Office of Admission and Fi-
nancial Aid must abide by Trustee policy, as
must all agencies of the college.

In regard to admissions, the Board of Trust-
ees have created a policy that the college will
maintain a gender balance of roughly fifty
percent men and fifty percent women over four
years.

Dean of Admission and Financial Aid Nancy
Cable said,"“We are well within Trustee policy.
We currently have two classes that are a few
more men than women, and two that are a few
more women than men.’

Belk to be renovated durlng summer

By BLEVIN SHELNUTT
Senior Staff Writer

Belk Dormitory is slated to undergo several
major renovations this summer.

The most significant renovations will con-
sist of redoing the building’s electrical, plumb-
ing, and heating and air conditioning systems.

The Residence Life Office (RLO) hopes
these improvements will help eliminate the
mold problem that has persisted in the dorm.

The renovations will also allow the dorm to
be much more handicap accessible. An eleva-
tor will be installed in the building, and two
additional handicap suites will also be added.

The handicap suites have a private bath with
aroll-in shower and handicap-accessible sink.
Currently there is only one handicap-accessible
room in Belk. '

The lounge areas on first and fourth Belk
will be expanded and enhanced as well. Along
with atelevision area, the first Belk lounge will
have a reading area located where the Writing
Center is currently situated. Two double dorm
rooms in fourth Belk will be reduced to singles
in order to enlarge its lounge.

The building’s bathrooms will also be modi-
fied. Several of the urinals will be removed so
that there is only one on the wall of each bath-
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room. Bathrooms will also offer more privacy,
as some showers will have dressing areas.

Other than a few alterations, the appearance
of the dorm rooms will not change significantly.
New movable computer desks will replace the
existing built-in computer desks, and the floors
of the rooms will be carpeted.

Dean Leslie Marsicano, Director of Resi-
dence Life, commented on the renovations.

“The most important elements of the reno-
vation will not be immediately apparent to stu-
dents but will make a big difference in their
Belk experience throughout the year. We're
bringing the electrical, plumbing, heating and
air conditioning systems into the 21st century
so that students will enjoy much more reliable
service,” Marsicano said.

Because the renovations will require the
entire duration of the summer to be completed,
RLO is insisting that students currently resid-
ing in Belk leave the building within 24 hours
after completing their last exam. They are en-
couragedtoroom with afriend inanother dorm
if they wish to stay through graduation.

RLO will move into the second floor of
Martin Court F during the renovations. Since
RLO anticipates that renovations will not be
complete until the first day of move-in in Au-
gust, neither students living in Belk or F next

semester will be able to return to campus early.
Marsicano said that student athletes affected
by this arrangement will probably reside in
other dorms withteam members until the regu-
lar move-in date.
Marsicano encourages students living in
Belk tostart thinking about taking exams early.

“We’re working on an accelerated construc- |

tion schedule in order to complete this enor-
mous job in 12 summer weeks. We'll really
need the cooperation of this year’s residents in
moving out promptly and next year’s residents
in moving as scheduled to meet our goal of
having the building ready for students,”
Marsicano said.

The same company that is currently work-
ing on Chambers will also be handling the reno-
vations of Belk.

The cost for the improvements will be ap-
proximately four million dollars, and funding
is coming from room rents.

Belk’s renovations are part of an eight-year
plan to renovate all of the residence life halls.
Davidson is currently in the second year of the
plan. So far, Richardson, Ryburn, and Flowe
have been completed.

After Belk is completed, Marsicano says
RLO’snext blggest concern will be Duke Resi-
dence Hall.

However, some question the genderrequire-
ment, due to the fact that on the whole, the set
of applications from females are frequently bet-
ter than those from men, making getting into
Davidson more competitive for women than
men.

“The long term trends of applications are that
applications of women are increasing and qual-
ity is increasing, while numbers for men have
plateaued,” said Lou Ortmayer, Professor of
Political Science and chair of the Faculty Com-
mittee on Admission and Financial Aid.

President Bobby Vagt defended the trustee
policy.

“This is not a matter of saying we’re taking
someone just to get a matter of equity.

“We look at achievement, [and] we look at
potential,” Vagt said. “In terms of actual mea-
surable performance, women have matured”
earlier in their high school years.

“With respect to men, one of the challenges
with the Admissions group is to find somebody
who can come here and do well, and when the
goddess of maturity does strike,” they will be

see Admissions, page 5
Education prof
critical of Teach
for America

LesLie HEMPSON
Senior Staff Writer

Teach For America’s efforts to recruit
Davidson students into its program will con-
clude on Sunday, the application deadline,
butthe controversy surrounding this program
will most likely continue.

Although Teach For America’s on-cam-
pus coordinators have hlitzed students with
e-mails and informational meetings promot-
ing their program for the past several months,
Dr. Rudy Jackson, Assistant Professor of
Education, warned interested students to
think twice before making such a serious
commitment to the organization.

According to Jackson, Teach For America
is a wonderful idea, but it suffers two seri-
ous flaws.

First, itsendsrecent college graduates with
little to no teaching experience to some of
the most challenging public school districts
in the country. The children in those districts
often perform below grade-level and need

see Teach, page 3
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COMA holds first meeting,
makes plans for semester

Despite ‘very good’ turnout, more
majority student participation wanted

By ADAM MARTIN
Senior Staff Writer

events atit§inaugural meeting of the semester,
two weeky/ago.This SGA committee is meant
to serve as an umbrella organization for the ten
minority student groups on campus.

Chairperson Tiffany Hollis *04 hopes that
COMA will reassume its role as a voice for
minority concerns and a support for more mi-
nority activities. SGA reappointed Hollis last
Octoberto her second term as Chairperson. She
is also the Vice President of the Black Student
Coalition (BSC).

Despite a “very good” turnout at their meet-
ing, Hollis wished to see more majority stu-
dents interested in COMA and minority activi-
ties on campus.

“I want to open membership up to anyone
who wants to help improve race relations, pro-
mote tolerance, and encourage diversity here
on campus. We had a lot of people come, but
I would have liked to have seen more than two
white men,” said Hollis.

One of those white men was Mark Agerton
’06 who said, “I’'m not really conscious of
what ‘white privilege’ means on a day-to-day
basis. I went to the meeting because I wanted
to hear the concerns of minority students and
I wanted to start actively seeking out opportu-
nities to build relationships.”

Amrote Abdella, President of Davidson In-
ternational Association (DIA), one of the mi-
nority groups under COMA, spoke of COMA’s
contributions in years past.

“Our discussions have been very fruitful.
Through COMA the concerns of some are
spread toall the other minority groups. Through
this, we are learning to understand our differ-
ences and creating a sense of unity. COMAalso
gives minorities one, stronger voice to admin-

istration,” he said.

Hollis emphasized COMA’s active involve-
ment in student life. “We can get things done,”
she said. “You got problems with the curricu-
lum, tell us. Student life concerns, tell us. We
have some financial resources for events and
the administration’s ear for problems.”

COMA’sbudget tripled this year to $450 and
has already co-sponsored three events this se-
mester.

On MLK Day members helped lead discus-
sions on race. Last Monday they helped bring
aPsychology professor from Guilford College
to give a lecture about the “Integration of
America’s Boarding Schools: Blacks in the
White Elite” sponsored by the Public Lectures
Committee and the Sociology Department as
well as other organizations. The Gay-Straight
Alliance (GSA) and COMA alsorecently held
a film-fest in the Sprinkle Room.

On February 20, the Asian Cultural Aware-
ness Association (ACAA) and COMA will
bring the first Asian comedian to Davidson,
Eliot Chang. Chang recently appeared on Com-
edy Central’s stand-up comedy show, Premium
Blend.

The litany of minority organizations COMA
represents includes the Jewish Student Union
(JSU), Muslim Student Association (MSA),
Davidson African Students Association
(DASA), Organization of Latin American Stu-
dents (OLAS), DIA, ACAA, BSC, GSA, Stu-
dents for New Learning, and the Chronically
Disabled Student Association (CDSA).

Historical note: Records show that one of
the first student committees at Davidson cre-
ated to provide social support for minorities
began in 1984. This committee, Racial Atti-
tudes Concerns Everyone (RACE), was chaired
by a white student named Andrew Yon ’86. At
that time “minority organizations” meant the

'BSC, the American Guild of Organists, Catho-

lics, NOW, and the Young Libertarians.

Campus Police Blotter

277

Patterson Court

Unknown person(s) damaged the kitchen door at the KA house. Reporting officer found
a number of glass panes broken out of the kitchen door. It appears that lose bricks from
the sidewalk were used to break the glass. Estimated damage $200.00.

Damage to Property
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Jack Hubbard *06
Political Science Major
*“An aggresive and determined President
of SGA willing to tackle the tough issues in-
volving the Union Cafe meal plan, the pass/
fail deadline, and ourridiculously early spring
break.”

Andrew Yancey *05
Political Science Major
“I am part of a student body with a wide
variety of talents and desires...I will...ensure
that students have the most opportunities to
go wherever these talents and desires take
them.”

Katharine Hubbard ’05
English Major
“[SGA] has become a part of my Davidson
experience. My vision of SGA is not an orga-
nization composed of a select group of stu-
dents doing all the work, but an association
representing all individuals.”

SGA Vice President

Francois Trappey *06
Chemistry Major
“[I have] served on SGA for two years.
What I can bring to the table as SGA Vice
President is experienced leadership in the
SGA, and a committed, proven drive to im-
prove the quality of our student government.”

'Union Board President

Nathan Cox "05
Political Science Major
Wants to “keep up the action packed program that's
been part of the Union Board;” wants “‘more diverse
groups” and more controversial speakers to get stu-
dents to think; and wants ““to maintain the type of pro-
grams that Davidson students like.”

ATC Vice Chair

Adam Gerstenmier *05
Economics Major
“Tobe able to appropriately divide the stu-
dent activities fee among so many compet-
ing organizations...is a difficult task that 1
hope you allow me to be a crucial part of for
my final two years at Davidson as well.”

Brandon Zeigler *05
Economics Major
“I am running for the ATC Vice Chair be-

cause ] want to assure that current and future
campus organizations have the financial sup-
port needed to thrive on campus.”

photos by Dorsett Clark

Teach, from page 1
special assistance.
*“[Teach for America] is targeting low-in-
. comekids that they basically already know are
the most-need kids,” Jackson said.

“Thosekids typically need the most and they
need the teachers with the most experience,
but what the program is doing is sending teach-
ers with the least experience.”

Jackson also criticized Teach For America
for marketing itself as a “'pit stop” on the road
to graduate school or a “real job.”

Since the program lasts for only two years,
many participants exit the teaching profession
just as they have started to gain experience.
Thus, Teach For America mightexacerbate one
of the greatest problems confronting America’s
currenteducational system: high tumoverrates
among teachers.

Jackson added, “The idea that you’re just
going in to teach for two years is going to de-
crease investment [in students] and motiva-
tion.”

Elizabeth Devlin '04, one of two on-cam-
pus coordinators for the program, admitted that
she does not plan to make teaching her career
but noted that Teach For America alumni posi-
tively affect public schools long after their com-
mitment has ended.

*“I think that the kind of students Teach For
America chooses, after their experience, will

go out into the larger national community to
affect bigger system changes,” Devlin said. “I
think that there are many things that need to be
changed from the top-down.”

Devlin said that program participants relate
well to their students because they are closer to
them in age than their more experienced fel-
low-teachers.

Also, they are filled with enthusiasm and
have not yet been “disillusioned” by years of
teaching. Devlin expressed her admiration for
the “amazing enthusiasm and dedication”
Teach For America representatives have for
children.

She said, “I was just really drawn to the
mission of Teach For America which is to end
educational inequities in our country.”

Established in 1990, Teach For America
works to provide an “excellent education” for
all children who live in the United States.

Devlin said that 35 Davidson students have
begun an online application, although not all
will choose to submit their application.

A total of 30 Davidson graduates currently
participate or have participated in Teach For
America.

Applicants will receive a letter indicating
whether they have been selected for an inter-
view by February 24 and should receive final
notification of their acceptance in early to mid
April.

Love Responsibly:
Free HIV Testing Drive

February 12
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 pm.
Student Health Center

For information or to sign up for testing, email Georgia Ringle at
geringle @davidson.edu, Judy Kaplan at jukaplan@davidson.edu, or
Hanako Kawabata at hakawabata@davidson.edu

Sponsored by the Adopt-a-Country AIDS Campaign.

senior Class Cift Undate
: 400%

Congratulations, Seniors!
The Senior Class Gift has
reached 71.2% PAID

participation

IF THE CLASS REACHES
75% PAID PARTICIPATION,
PRESIDENT AND
MRS. VAGT WILL
CONTRIBUTE $12,004
To pay your pledge online,
visit The Annual Fund website at
- www.davidson.edu/giving
or mail check or cash to The

Annual Fund, Box 7170.
Please contact Molly
, Shaw (x2831) or Maria
Tardugno (x2113) with questions.







