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Board of Trustees discuss
evolving role of Church

Executive Committee :
to examine trustee

religion requirement

By AMEeE PATEL
Managing Editor

The Board of Trustees held a re-
treat two weekends ago in Charlotte
to explore “What it means to be a
church-related college in the Re-
formed Tradition.”

While no formal discussion took
place regarding the trustee religion
requirement, the executive commit-
tee of the Board was asked to look
into the issue in greater detail and
report their findings to the full Board
in future meetings.

John McCartney ’74, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees, said the retreat
provided an important background
on Davidson’s Christian tradition.

“The principle objective was to
establish a broad understanding of
history and the relationship with the
Church,” McCartney said.

Reverend Art Ross ’65, a pastor at
White Memorial Presbyterian

see Trustees, page 4

The trustees held a retreat to discuss what it means to
be a church-related institution. See story on the history
of Davidson’s religion requirements, page 5.

Five get promoted

to full professor status Win nail-biter SGA election_aces

By LesLie HEMPSON
Senior Staff Writer

Davidson’s Board of Trustees ap-
proved the promotion of five fac-
ulty members to full professor sta-
tusatatime when the Collegeis also
in the process of interviewing can-
didates foropen positionsin five de-
partments.

The professors who received the
promotions are Jonathan Berkey of
the History department, Ann Marie
Costa of the Theatre department,

Scott Denham of the German de-

partment, Vikram Kumar of the
Economics department, and Ken
Menkhaus of the Political Science

department.
According to Clark Ross, Dean

Have you been
following the
primaries?

Academic Affairs, only the Board
of Trustees can approve professor
promotions.

Although there is noofficial point
at which professors becomeeligible
for promotion, Ross said that most
faculty members are not considered
until roughly seven years after they
gained tenure,

Candidates must submit letters of
recommendation from former stu-
dents and full professors in theirde;
partment to Ross before they canbe
considered for promotion.

Ross also solicits the opinion of
experts in the candidates’ field be-
fore asking President Vagttoreview
the names. The Board of Trustees
makes the final decision but gener-

_ally approves the administration’s
of Faculty and Vice President for - '

see Professors, page 3

College notified
about illegal uploads

Copyrighted material taken from

By SARAH-GRACE WESLEY
. News Editor

Within the past week, the College
has received two notifications from
Universal Studios and Paramount
Pictures regarding copyrighted ma-
terial being distributed onto the
Internet from computers at Davidson.

The Director of ITS, John Casey,
said that while downloading music
and movies is a problem, the recent
complaints specifically address the
uploading of movies on campus.

offender, whose Internet access will
be discontinued until the files are
removed, but Casey is still concerned
that “we’ll see many more com-
plaints now because Davidson Col-
lege is in the spotlight and has been
noticed.”

Inaletter to the student body, Vice

_..,,?r.esxdmfm; Student Life and Dean
~ of Students Tom Shandley com-
.mented o the fact thatillegal upload-

ingdirectly violates the United States
Digital Millennium Copyright Act.
He noted that the administration will
be discussing a new policy for the

The administration has located the

Universal Studios, Paramount Pictures

College in response to this growing
national issue.

Shandley also mentioned the de-
cision to hive a panel this semester,
hopefully composed of ““an entertain-
ment attorney, an economist, an
musician, and alegal expert on copy-
right law,” that will discuss the legal
and ethical issues surrounding
Internet music and movie down-
loads.

“One of the purposes of organiz-
ing this forum for the spring is to
bring in a variety of opinions and
perspectives on this issue to inform
both the campus and the commu-
nity,”'Shandley said.

He also addressed the fact that “we
are certainly one of a number of
schools” currently faced with this
issue.

Penn State recently purchased the
right to download music on campus.
According to Shandley, he has con-
tacted the university regarding the
expense and success of the system
thatis aimed at keeping students from
downloading music illegally.
Shandley did not indicate any plans
for Davidson to follow Penn’s lead.

Katharine Hubbard, Trappey

By Davip CRow

Editor-in-Chief

On Monday, Davidson students
voted in the what is being hailed as
one of the closest SGA Category 11
elections in years.

In what current SGA President
Charles Washington described as
“perhaps, the mostexciting one since
I’vebeenat Davidson,” current SGA
Vice President Katharine Hubbard
’05 beat out Sophomore Class Presi-
dentJack Hubbard *06 for SGA Presi-
dent.

An even closer election decided
the Vice Presidential race, with
Francois Trappey 06 emerging vic-
torious over Andrew Yancey ’05.

Nathan Cox 05 ran unopposed for

see SGA, page 4

SEE PAGE 12

PERSPECTIVES, PAGE 11

Asl PAGEG|

‘Miracles’ can
come true.

comes to

Grammy-
nominated poet

Davidson

Asl,PAGE]



Patterson Court

broken by a thrown object. Damage is estimated at $25.00.

D-h!igeumpe’l'ty‘

It was reported that some unknown person(s) broke a window pane in the Kitchen door
at the Connor House. Nothing was found outside or inside to indicate that the pane was .
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68 students ‘love responsibly,’

participate in HIV testing -

By BLEVIN SHELNUTT
Senior Staff Writer

This past Thursday, Davidson’s Adopt-A-
Country AIDS Campaign sponsored “Love
Responsibly,” an HIV testing drive at the Stu-
dent Health Center. Students, faculty, and staff
weré€ given the opportunity to be tested anony-
mously and without charge.

Sixty-eight people participated in the drive,
a dramatic increase from last semester’s free
HIV testing day in which only 23 people were
tested. There are plans to hold an additional
testing day after spring break.

"To demonstrate their support of the drive,
several administrators agreed to be tested.

Dean of Students Tom Shandley, commented
on his decision to be tested.

“I agreed to do this because I am willing to
do all I can to both raise awareness about the
real healthissues regarding HIV/AIDS among
college student populations, and to highlight
the importance and simplicity of testing for
HIV,” said Shandiey.

Director of Residence Life Leslie Marsicano,
also voiced support for the project.

“People at risk for HIV infection should be
getting tested as routinely as they have physi-
cals and get their teeth cleaned. 1t should be an
ordinary precaution taken by ordinary people
rather than something that only exatic people
with exciting or unusual lifestyles do,” said
Marsicano.

ACAC began in 2000 with objectives to
fundraise for an adopted AIDS organization in
Africa, raise awareness of international HIV/
AIDS crisis on campus, and educate students
about HIV/AIDS issues.

-Other projects of the ACAC include setting
up a display of 3 000 lummanes around cam-

1t’s that time of year again.

Everywhere on campus the cacophony of
sneezing, wheezing, and hacking synonymous
with January and February can be heard.

Union cafe tables, computer stations, and li-
brary desks boast students with runny noses,
glassy eyes, and scratchy throats, reminding
us once again that the cold and flu season is
upon us.

According to Jan Poole, R.N., atthe College
Health Center, “Sore throats and upper respi-

Nurse Jan Poole prepares o give
a student a shot. An outbreak of
sore throats and respiratory
infections has kept the health
center busy for the last two
months.

pus in support of World AIDS Day and deliv-
ering valentines with condoms attached in rec-
ognition of National Condom Day on Febru-
ary 14.

In addition, ACAC will be hosting a “Red
and Black Ball” on March 13 to benefit people
affected by the AIDS epidemic. The ball will
feature a brief speaker and include desserts, a
cash bar, a live band, and a silent art auction.

All Davidson College students, faculty, and
administration as well as top Metrolina AIDS
Project donors and several local community
members will receive invitations to the ball.

Tickets will cost $10 for students and $30
forregular admission. Students canRSVP with
payment through mail or buy a ticket in the
college union during the week before spring
break or the beginning of the week following
break.

All of the ticket price for the ball will go to
AIDS charities. Half of the proceeds will go
towards ACAC’s adopted organization, the
KiHo HIV Hope Group in Kikuyu, Kenya, and
half will go towards Charlotte’s Metrolina
AIDS Project.

ACAC president Judie Kaplan '04 encour-
ages students to support the ball.

“I actually traveled to Kenya this summer
and worked with the KiHo HIV Hope Group.
These people do not have health insurance,
government assistance programs, or even the
support of their families. They need more des-
perately than any group of people I have ever
met.

“A student ticket to the Red and Black Ball
costs ten dollars, the cost of a pizza from Papa
John's, as well as the cost of feeding a family
of three for more than a week in Kenya: this
money goes further than many students at
Davidson can imagine.”

| Outbreak of sore throats,
repiratory infections
keep Health Center busy

By AMANDA STEPHENS
Senior Staff Writer

ratory infections account for approxnmately 40-
50 percent of visits right now.”

Cases of conjunctivitis (pink eye) and gas-
trointestinal viruses are also abundant during
this stretch of the year, as opposed to the flu,
which usually strikes right before Christmas
break. Cases of the flu have decreased over the
past couple of weeks.

Because of the close quarters, viruses spread
easily in dorm rooms, apartments, and class-
rooms. According to the health center, the best
ways to prevent getting sick are what many
know to be common sense practices such as
frequent hand washing, stayjng well-rested,
and eating properly.

According to Poole, symptomatic treatments
are a popular ways of dealing with viral infec-
tions. While symptomatic medicines might
lower a fever or decongest your nasal cavities,
they have noimpact on the virus itself and only
offer temporary relief. Still, there is no short-
age of Davidson students flocking to CVS for
aspirin, decongestants, and cold medicines.

The common celd, which can be caused by
over two hundred different viruses, is also very
prevalent right now. Although most people
would believe that the common cold is spread
mostly by coughing and sneezing, itis actually
transferred by hand-to-hand contact.

Colds are easily spread after coming into
contact with someone who has the virus and
then touching your hand to your nose or eyes.
Viruses can also be caught by contact with hard

- surfaces like telephones and doorknobs.

Because viruses account for the majority of
current illnesses around campus, getting extra
rest and drinking lots of fluids make for the
fastest road to recovery. '




_ THE DAVIDSONIAN

NEWSs

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2004 3

Zakaria will speak at Bank
of America Conference

Greater student participation in event wanted

By ApaM MARTIN
Senior Staff Writer

Fareed Zakaria, current editor of Newsweek
International, will be among ten distinguished
speakers and panelists assembling on
Davidson’s campus for the endowed Bank of
America Conference March 28-31.

The endowment for the conference, given
by Charlotte-based Bank of America, gener-
ated about $40,000 for this year’s conference.
The amount totaled a little more than usual for
the conference that takes place every other year.

“This conference demonstrates a commit-

ment to the international education of all stu- .

dents with akind of intensity that is rare among

"small liberal arts schools,” according to Dr.
Chris Alexander, Director of Dean Rusk and
Associate Professor of Political Science.

Planning for the conference began ayearago
when Alexander asked the student body for sug-
gestions on conference topics. He and the Dean
Rusk Student Advisory Committee (SAC) then
took the submissions and held several discus-
sions with other interested students.

This year’s conference, entitled “National
Interests/Global Challenges: Prosperity, Secu-
rity and Sovereignty in the 21st Century,” is
the result of those discussions and months of
planning.

Alexander hopes that “the broadness of this
year’s theme will offer something for almost
everybody” and that students will have “to
make anguished decisions about how much
time they can give during those few days.”

Though covering a generally broad range of
topics, the central thread of the conference will
examine ‘‘the important principle of national
sovereignty,” said Alexander.

Dr. Stephen Krasner will begin the confer-
ence with a keynote address on Mar 28, en-
titled “The Exhaustion of Sovereignty.”
Krasner has been Professor of International
Relations at Stanford University since 1981.
He also worked for the United Nation’s Na-
tional Security Council in 2002 as Director of
Governance and Development.

Events on the following Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday will loosely revolve around
current economic, political and environmen-

tal challenges, respectively. Each night will

feature one panel. discussion and one kéynote
speaker, totaling seven events for the four days.

Zakaria will keynote Tuesday evening also
as the distinguished Wearn Lecturer sponsored
by the Public Lectures Committee. He is the
current Editor of Newsweek International and
author of anew book, “Thie Future of Freedom:
Iliberal Democracy at Home and Abroad” due
for release in April. He will speak here about

Zakarla will speak on
policy at Davidson next month.

.S. Torelgn

current and future global threats and U.S. for-
eign policy.

Other speakers include Kathryn Washbum,
Directory of International Affairs for the U.S.
Departmentof the Interior, and David Runnalls,
President and Chief Executive Officer of the
International Institute for Sustainable Devel-
opment (1ISD).

Alexander pointed out that this year’s panel
speakers will only speak for 30 minutes each,
leaving a full hour for question-and-answer.

“This will provide Davidson students a
chance not only to learn from but to match wits
with our articulate speakers,” said Alexander.

Co-chair of the SAC, Josh Craft '04 said,
“We wanteverybody to understand the gravity
of this event and get excited about it. This can
be a great opportunity for students to meet and
get to know some big and interesting names.”

Students interested in meeting the guests may
do so by driving them to or from the airport or
eating dinner with them and should contact
graft or Alexander.

Professors, from page 1

selections. |

Ross said that eligible faculty members must
diplay three qualifications: “Excellence in
teaching, continued professional activity which
oftentimes means research and publications,
and service to the College.”

Promotion to full professor status honors
faculty members for their contributions to the
College.

“Thereisn’tadirect tanglble benefit [to pro-
motion], it’s more a recognition of continuous
achievement,” Ross said.

Departmental Hiring

Starting in January, candidates for perma-
nent positions started visiting Davidson for on-
campus interviews, a process many students
claimhas disrupted atleast one of theirclasses.

While at Davidson, the candidates met with
President Vagt and faculty members from their
prospective department. They also made at
least one presentation related to their profes-
sional work or taught a class,

Georgie Ahrendt *06 said that for two class
periods in a row, she and her peers listened to
lectures given by candidates vying for an open
position instead of following their regular
schedule. Although Ahrendt appreciated the
opportunity to meet the candidates, she ex-
pressed some frustration with the interruption.

“I think [the guest lectures] did put us be-

hind in our class,” Ahrendt said. “It was defi-
nitely two full days that [our professor] didn’t
get to lecture. It wasn’t in our syllabus.”

The interview process has also disturbed
classes taught by visiting professors who are
competing for permanent faculty positions.

Martha Shott *06 said that one of her profes-
sors had already missed two or three classes in
order to attend Davidson interviews.

While the professor arranged for a substi-
tute teacher, Shott felt that the substitute’s pres-

- ence did not make up for her actual professor’s

absence.

- Shott explained, “[The substitute] doesn’t
disrupt {class] completely, but there is a sense
that since she doesn’t know where we're at,
there’s a disparity between what she thinks we
know and what we really know. I think that if
a professor is interviewing for another posi-
tion at Davidson, then the administration should
allow them to teach their Davidson classes.”

Dr. Alberto Hernandez Chiroldes, Chair of
the Spanish department, wrote by e-mail that
his department, at least, made a conscious ef-

fort not to schedule an interview during class

time. Also, candidates who lectured to classes
were expected to teach the same subjects al-
ready noted on the syllabus.

Open positions are available in the History,
Music, Philosophy, Sociology, and Spanish
departments.

Ross indicated that he and Vagt hoped to
make job offers around March 1.

Christians, Jews, Muslims

- to discuss common beliefs

with help of Abraham book

By J(EN HeLMms
Staff Writer

Starting in the middle of March, there will
be a series of discussions among the Christian,
Jewish, and Muslim groups on campus revolv-
ing around the patriarch of the three faiths:
Abraham. Using selected passages from the
book “Abraham: aJourney to the Heart of Three
Faiths” by Bruce Feiler, the group hopestoopen
up a dialogue among the different religious
groups.

According to initiator Adam Martin *06,
“Davidson is getting to a point where there’s a
significant amount of religious diversity. We're
at the point where there are enough students of
different faith traditions where there are dif-
ferent organizations to support them.”

One of the objectives of the discussions is
forthe pafticipants to discover common ground
among the three faiths.

Since Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all

trace theirroots back to Abraham, Martin wants
to use the story of Abraham to show that the
religions share many common beliefs.
- “It would be a discussion that hopefully
demonstrates that the religions can talk and
agree on things and find out that we have a lot
more in common than we thought," said Mar-
tin.

Other students who are actively involved in
the planning of these discussions, such as Faris
Al Mazrui "07, hope that the discussions will
go beyond the story of Abraham and extend to
today’s religious issues.

“I"d like to walk out of it feeling that I can

live with my brothers from the other religions.
There should be no barriers between us. We
should live in peace and work together in har-
mony,” said Al Mazrui.

While religious conflicts are not the focus of
the discussions, Martin hopes that the discus-
sions help explain the differences in the Jew-
ish, Christian, and Islamic versions of
Abraham’s story and how that affects the rela-
tionship among the three religions.

While the book provides some pretext for
the discussions, Martin does not want the book
to constrain the possible topics of the discus-
sions.

“We're using the book as a reference for the
structure of the discussion, but we’re not tightly
bound to the book. We realize that most of the
people attending these meetings will be busy.
We don’t want people who come to think that
they have toread the book. We're making pack-
ets with stories from different scriptures and
some passages from the Abraham book. We
know that people are busy,” said Martin.

Martin notes that the success of the book
discussions will not necessarily rely on a con-
clusion or consensus. He said that “a success-
ful discussion would be where people would
be comfortable with talking to other people [of
different religions] about their faith.”

The discussion group will meet Thursday
evenings starting March 11 and finishing April
1. Students interested in attending these meet-
ings are encouraged to commit to three out of
four of the meetings, but participants are not
required to read the text prior to attending the
discussions.

Your

Your

Reality:

The Johns Hopkins Post-
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the personal attentlon ‘the
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postponed due to
political unrest

By BLAIR MCcGRAW
Senior Staff Writer

A group of Davidson students planning to
travel to Haiti over spring break has decided to
postpone the trip until the summer. The deci-
sion came last week as political unrest and
violence continued to grow in the Caribbean
nation.

“It is a shame that we have to postpone, but
I think it is the only responsible decision we
can make at this time,” said Allison
Whiteman’06, who is in charge of the trip.

Whiteman added that the violence “is not
going on close to where we will be, but Ididn’t
want to take too many risks.”

Recently, anti-government rebels took con-
trol of the city of Gonaives, in northern Haiti.

The conflict has its roots in President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide’s victory during the disputed
elections of 2000. Opposition groups have
called the results fraudulent.

According to BBC News, the violence has
claimed around 70 lives since September.

The deteriorating economic situation in Haiti
has also contributed to the current situation.

According to Whiteman, the goal of the trip
is more than just service — it is also a learning
experience.

“We will be doing some service projects, but
I think it is important to learn about the culture
before we can do anything,” Whiteman said.

SGA, from page 1

Union Board President.

The presidential campaign this year focused
onseveral hotissues thathave grabbed students’
attention in recent months.

Katherine Hubbard had campaigned on ex- .

tending the Pass/Fail deadline past its current
date and working with the administration to
offer course credit to students who participate
in summer internships.

Among her other goals for the coming year,
Hubbard hopes to extend CatCard use to other
parts of Davidson.

“If the trial period for CatCard use off cam-
pus works, I would like to extend that to more
businesses,” Hubbard said.

Hubbard also hopes to enact the Improve
Davidson Fund, first thought up by former SGA
President Gray Patterson.

Hubbard described the goal of the Improve
Davidson Fund as a “collaboration of many
organizations for acommon project of a string
of events that would better our community.”

Through this initiative, Hubbard hopes to
create greater collaboration among different
groups to get them working together on large
projects such as events at the Lake Campus in
the spring.

Trappey’s campaign for Vice President fo-

cused on restructuring and reevaluating SGA

standing committees to get more students in-

volved in the decision making process. |

Trappey also pushed for getting cable in
dorm rooms within a reasonable time period
and installing printers for student use in the
Union.

After the election, Trappey suggested there
should be an “attitude change” within SGA.

“I think that very visionary ideas can be cul-
tivated in the Senate and on SGA committees,”
Trappey said, “ but I think these ideas need an
environment where there are effective lines of
delegation, more student input and involve-
ment, and where there is more pressure on the
administration for action.”

By delegating authority more clearly to vari-
, ous committees, Trappey hopes to help the
President accomplish her goals more effec-
tively.

Washington expressed full confidence in the

“I want my group members to not just see the
poverty of Haiti but to see the other types of
wealth that it has to offer.”

The group of 14 Davidson students and one
adult trip-leader from Whiteman'’s church in
Raleigh will spend most of their time in Haiti’s
capital, Port-au-Prince.

Some of the activities of the trip include a
visittoachurchin Cite Soleil, the poorest slum
inthe Western hemisphere, a visitto anoldsslave
plantation, and a hiking trip to the Bason Bleu
in Jacmel.

The students will also be working at-a home
for disabled children and teaching a computer
class to poor sixth graders.

Thetripis officially sponsored by the DCPC,
but that was primarily for grant writing pur-
poses. The students applied for Dear Rusk and
Staley grants.

The students were also able to raise money

during a 24-hour fast which was held last week.

Over 100 people donated to the trip during the
fast.

Whiteman said she had been planning the
trip to Haiti since last summer, when she talked
to her friend Clark Scalera *01, who currently
lives there.

“We got our group finalized in November,
and we have all been working hard eversince,”
Whiteman said.

The trip will probably now take place in
August.

Service trip to Haiti

Category 1l Flection Results
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future leaders of SGA.
“Katharine is organized, knowledgeable, and
has a great working relationship with the ad-

ministration,” Washington said. “Francois will

bring an energy tothe SGA that will encourage
new ideas and strong participation from the
Senate.”

Both Trappey and Hubbard agree that ex-
tending the Pass/Fail deadline is one of the most
important issues that need to be discussed in
the coming year.
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“We all want to do well here so we can ac-
complish the goals we’ve set for ougselves
when we graduate,” said Trappey. “That’s why
I think that projects like extending the pass/
fail deadline are so crucial to our community.”

Despite all of the ideas both student leaders
have for the coming year, Hubbard is stifl al-
ways open to new suggestions.

“I...gain a lot of my ideas from those around
me. Davidson students are an amazing source

- for ideas in our community,” Hubbard said. -
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Trustees, from page 1

Church in Raleigh and a trustee said via email,
“By reading articles on the Reformed Tradi-

. tion, listening to presentations and sharing in

discussion, the Trustees began to get deeper
insightinto whatit means to be acollege shaped

. by the Reformed Tradition.”

While discussion on the trustee religion re-
quirement was not part of the agenda, the topic
remained the backdrop for much of the retreat.

According to McCartney, “several sugges-
tions were made” about the requirement.

“One of the outcomes [of the meeting] was
to ask the executive committee to examine this
issue,” he said.

The executive committee of the Board is
comprised of the Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary,
President, Chairs of the standing committees
and three members appointed by the Chair.

President Vagt said viaemail, “As with most
Excoms, it is empowered to act on behalf of
the full Board, to considerissues between meet-
ings of the full Board, and refer and make rec-
ommendation to the full Board.” .

McCartney said the requirement “will be ad-
dressed over the next couple of meetings.”

The Christian requirement for Trustees has
been a topic of debate among many students,
many of whom feel the makeup of the Board of
Trustees should represent the religious diver-
sity already visable in the student body.

Several sections of the Board’s Bylaws re-
quire trustees to affirm their commitment to
the Christian faith. ’

Article IV reads, “It is natural and desirable
that the educational service of achurch-related
College should be carried forward from one
generation to another by persons committed to
the Christian faith.”

Last November trustees voiced their support
forthe Board’s Christian membership require-
ment, claiming the College’s Christian com-
mitment provided a more open and inclusive
atmosphere to students of all faiths.

“The discussion was both stimulating and
wide-ranging,” McCartney said of the retreat.
*‘A broad consensus of trustees felt that we ac-
complished our objective of building a sound
education and understanding on these issues,
which will serve us well in the future.”






