
Theschedulingconflict
Yom Kippur means "Day of

Atonement," and is probably the
most important holiday in the Jew-
ishcalendar.

Itisaday setaside toreconcile for
the sins of the past year.

The holiday consistsofa 24-hour
fast thatbeginsbefore sunset on the
eveningbeforeYomKippurandends
after nightfall on the day of Yom
Kippur.

Allparticipants aretorefrain from
any activity or work during the ob-
servance.

DirectorofAlumniRelationsMatt
Merrell,after consulting with Vice
President of College Relations
KristinHills Bradberry,anddepart-
mentssuchastheAdmissionsOffice
and the College Union, ultimately
choseSeptember25amongothers as
the date for Homecoming celebra-
tions.

"It is my principal goal tosched-
ule this event around a home foot-
ballgame whichbecomes theunify-
ing event for the alumni over the
weekend.Aswell,theHomecoming
game usually becomes the best-at-
tended game of the season and is a

see Homecoming,page5

Homecomingcelebrations,setfor
this Saturday,have beenscheduled
duringYomKippur,theholiestholi-
dayof the Jewish year.

The incident has many members
of theDavidsoncommunity calling
into question the college'scommit-

<::ih~ent to the various religious tradi-
tions representedoncampus.

"Iambothpersonallyandinstitu-
tionally apologetic that thishas oc-
curred. It is hardly our intention to
try to organize an event at a time
which is both inconvenient to, and

,insensitive of, the traditions of the
broadDavidson family," said Presi-
dent Bobby Vagt, who acceptedre-
sponsibility for the decision.

"The fact is that the date was set
by the Alumni Relations office and
material distributed to the entire
alumnibodyprior tomyknowingthat
ithadbeenscheduled toconflict with
Yom Kippur. Ioffer this not as an
excuse-theresponsibility ismine-
but as anexplanationofhow itcame
to pass,"Vagt said."Thescheduling
offalleventsisfairly straightforward
as to the mechanics of setting the
many special weekends,and this is
where Homecoming happened to
fall."

Vagtsaid that,hadheknownabout
theconflict,he would have made a
change.

ByDavidCrow
Editor-in-Chief

Last night, Dr. James Zogby, Founder and President of,the Arab
American Institute and former Batten Professor at Davidson College,
gave a lecture entitled "The Mess We're in: How America's'Leaders
failed in the MiddleTiast."

Dr.Zobgy's lecture focused on the problems hehas seen in the U.S.
policy toward theMiddleEastand whathe thinks the best way to solve
those problems are.

"Our leadershiphasfailedus,"hesaid. "Since Vietnamended wehave
spentmore money, sentmoretroopsand investedmorepolitical capital
intheMiddleEast thananywhere^elseinthe world,yet wefindourselves
in a war that wecannot win."

Zogby paidparticularattention tohow citizens in theMiddleEast feel
towards Americans and why they feel that way.

"[Positive]attitudes towardsAmericans arebetween threepercentand
ninepercent inall the Arabcountries wepolled,"he said.

seeZogby,page4
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By Bkn Whigham

SeniorStaff Writer

Davidson'sendowment grew ap-
proximately 17.36 percent over the
past fiscal year to hit anewhigh of
approximately $333million.

Thegains endanuncharacteristic
four-year slump during the bear
market that began in mid-2000.
Davidson's endowment,like many
others,sufferedminor lossesduring
the period.

Davidson's endowmentcurrently
provides for 21 percent of the
school's operatingbudget.10 years
agotheendowmentonlycontributed
11 percent.

positioncomparedwithotherschools
ofour size." . .

Despite thegains,Davidson'sen-
dowmentremains smallerthanmany
other topcolleges around thecoun-
try.

"We are under capitalized com-
paredwithourpeers,"saidPresident
Vagt. "While it has notbeen a bur-
den, we want to change that."

President Vagt described
Davidson'sendowmentas"one-half
to one-third" the size of its peers'
endowments.

"We want to grow by virtue of
contributions andby virtueofman-
agementof the endowment," said

seeEndowment,page3
Thefreshman senators wereelectedlast week, along
with members of thehonor council. Seestory,page 2

The increase in theendowment's
contribution toDavidson'soperating
budget has relieved the financial
burden on students and their fami-
lies.While tuition fees amounted to
71 percent of the operatingbudget
10 years ago, they provide only 61
percent of the currentbudget.

"It's as ifeverystudent that goes
here is getting a scholarship," said
PresidentBobbyVagt.

The endowment has become an
increasingly sizeable factor in
Davidson's budget.

"Without theendowment we'dbe
muchmore tuitiondependent,"said
ControllerandDirector ofBusiness
ServicesEdKania.""Weareinagood
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Republicans
attend Charlotte
Bush rally

Davidson College

Zogby discusses U.S.
policy inMiddleEast

Dr.James Zogbyspoke about the U.S. foreign policy
during his lecture last night.

By ZachKazior
NewsEditor

Homecoming scheduled
duringYomKippur
Incident calls into question college's

committment to various religions
"IfIhadknownaboutitIwould've

changed it,andIshould've known
about it,"he said. "When you're
doingsomething right,convenience
doesn't matter."
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The College Republicans volun-
teered for a rally attended by
President George W.Bush inChar-
lotte lastFriday.

The president attended a "W
StandsForWomen"rally downtown
at the Merchandise Mart, where he
spoketoacrowdofseveralthousand
North Carolinians.

Following the rally, President
Bushspokeatafundraiserhostedby
prominentDemocrat C.D.Spangler,
who heldadinner in thepresident's
honor to help raise money for the
RepublicanNational Committeeand
Republican Congressman Richard
Burr'ssenatorial campaign.

More than ten Davidsonstudents
volunteeredthemorningof therally
in various capacities.

Somestudents aidedhandicapped
seeBush.va<?e5
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President Bushspoke
Monday in Charlotte.



comes from the students, so the Concert
Committeebelieves itisourjob tobringbands
they wouldlike to see."

Student reactions weremixed.
"I'm so fricken excited because they're

playing at Radio City Music Hall and at
Davidson this year, and they just won their
first VMA a week ago,"said Sophia Meyers
'08.

"I don't think I'mgoing to go because I
don't really like their music that much; I'd
rather seePrince," saidJimmy Newlin '05.

The Black EyedPeas arean energetic hip
hop group composed of four members:
will.i.am,apl.de.ap, Taboo,andFergie.

They gained notoriety in the music world
with their 2003 album Elephunk, which
included popularhits such as "Where as the
Love," "Hey Mama," and""Let's Get
Retarded."

"The Black EyedPeas are a fun band that
most students enjoy listening and dancing to
already, so we hope that most students will
come outand show their interest in the show
by buying tickets early," Coxsaid.

Tickets for the November 10concert will
likely goon sale in early October. They will
cost anywhere from $15 to $25 and will be
sold online and at the Ticket Office in the
Union.

Anyremaining tickets willbe soldatBaker
on theday of the concert.Tickets willalsobe
available tomembers of theBlack EyedPeas
fanclubandto thegeneralpublic.Bannerman
expects attendance to range from 2,800 to
5,000people.

Preparations for the concert have not yet
begunbutwillincludebuildingastage,putting
in lights and sound, and transforming the
arenaintoamusical venue.

"TheConcert Committee currently has 96
people on the mailing list,and we hope to
involveeveryonewho wants to participate in
publicity, day of show events, and other
preparations for the upcomingconcert," Cox
said.

Past acts that have come to Davidson
include Dave Matthews, Counting Crows,
BillCosby, the IndigoGirls,and BenFolds.

"The concerts provide some of the same
opportunities to Davidson students that
students atbiguniversities have,"Bannerman
said."ItisawayforDavidsonCollegestudents
to feel like they're not missing anything by
going to a small school. It also allows
Davidson students toexperienceconcertsata
fraction of the cost."

Committee to every member of the current
sophomore,junior,and senior class.

"A lot of it is controlled by the music
industry because the industry dictates who's
outon tour and what kindof tourit will be,"
Assistant Director of Union Programs Lee
AnnBannerman said."Wealways survey the
students in some way or another. Sometimes
the survey will be a menuof options; other
times we find out if they're interested in a
particular artist. We ask if they would pay x
number of dollars to see aconcert, and they
cananswer yes,no,or maybe."

This year's surveylisted seven names and
allowed students tochoose from acts such as
DaveChappelle,theBlack EyedPeas,Kanye
West, andOAR.

Although popular comedian Dave
Chappellehad the strongeststudentresponse,
the Concert Committee was unable to bring
him to Davidson.

"We were pursuing that possibility, but it
fell through when Dave Chappelle landed a
contract with Comedy Central," Bannerman
said. "It propelled him to a status that we
couldn'tentertain,anditwasoutside whatwe
werepreparedto do."

The Black Eyed Peas finished with the
second-highestnumber ofvotes.

"It is important for Davidson to bring this
act because it represents the wishes of the
student body," said Katherine Cox '07, the
chairof theConcertCommittee. "Themoney

9/6 Satellite ParkingLot Property Theft

Student reports that anAlpine car stereohad beenstolen from their 1995 Chevy Tahoe
between September4 atabout 10 p.m. and September5 at 9a.m.The vehicle was parked
inupperSatellite parking lot nearRidge Road. Therearenosuspects at this time.

9/15 RichardsonDorm Vehicle Theft

Student reports thatbetween September9 at3 p.m. and September 14 at 10 a.m., some
unknownperson(s) took their gold/silver Trek 4500 mountain bike from the bike rack at
Richardson Dorm.Victimstated that they locked just onelock, which had beenunlocked
at the time of the theft.

9/16 VailCommons PropertyTheft

On09/16/2004reportingofficer spokewithvictim whostated that they wenttoCommons
around 11:40hrsandputtheir mailincludingaDVDofAnimalHouseon thecoatrack when
they returned to retrieveit around11:58hrs the DVD was missing.

9/20 Property Theft

Student reports that theirMotorola V60S mobilephone mayhave beenstolen. Thelast
time they saw thephone was on September 13. Thereported valueis$250.00.

9/20 Alvarez College Union Property Theft

Studentreports that their blue/greyincolorTrek850Mountainbikehadbeenstolen from
the Student Union onSeptember 18 at around 3 p.m. Victim states that the bike was not
securedand that theyhadnot seenitin theareainwhich theyhadleft it.Thebikeis valued
ataround $200.00.

TheBlack EyedPeas arecoming toDavidson on November 10as
part of thesemi-annualconcert series.

TheDavidsonian Wednesday, September22,2004News
Black EyedPeas toperform
infallsemi-annual concert
PeasselectedafterstudentfirstchoiceChapellefalls through

By KateGillespie

Staff Writer

The Union Board has announced that the
Black Eyed Peas will perform a concert in
Baker Sports ArenaonNovember 10.

TheLos Angeles-basedhiphopgroup will
come to Davidson as the fallperformance in
thecollege's semi-annual concertseries.

The process of bringing the Black Eyed
Peas toDavidson involved manypeople on
campus, from the Union Board's Concert

"Tfe B/flcit Eyed Peas are a /mm bflMd
that most studentsenjoy listeningand
dancingtoalready,so wehopethatmost
students will comeoutand show their
interest in the show by buying tickets
early.

"

-KatherineCox '07,Concert Com-
mittee chair
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Dr.WesleyBurksofDukeUniversity willspeakon"PeanutAllergy:Developmentofa
Peanut Vaccine" onSeptember 23 at4:30p.m. inRoom146of DanaScience Building."

Mostly Mozart

MaestroChristofPerick willconduct theCharlotteSymphonyOrchestrainanall-Mozart
concertonSeptember23 at8p.m.in theDukeFamily Performance Hall. Theworks that
willbeplayedinclude Einekleine NachtmusikinGmajor for stringsandcontinuo;Two
Minuets for OrchestrainB-flatmajor and E-flatmajor; TwoMarches for winds,strings,
and timani inCmajor and Dmajor;and SymphonyNo.35 inDmajor. Tickets are $15
generaladmission and$5for students.Call704-972-2000 for tickets.

ChemistryColloquium

JudyS.Riffle, directorofMacromolecular ScienceandEngineeringatVirgi dTech,
will speak on"Oxidatively-StableCobalt-Polymer Complexes"onSpetember24at 2:30
p.m. inRoomG-10ofMartinChemicalLaboratory.Refreshments willbeservedat2p.m.
in the buildinglobby.For information,call704-894-2307.



TheLillyPrograms, whichissponsoringthe
Sustained Dialogue Groups for the second
consecutive semester, seeks topromote faith,
spirituality, values,andservicein thelivesof
all students andencourages theexplorationof
theologyas a vocation. "

The Lilly Programs sponsored two Sus-
tainedDialogueGroups lastspring.Facilita-
tors for this semester's discussions include
upper-class students Fans Al Mazrui,Phia
Salter,LeAndra Rice, Nana Yaw Kyei,Ned
Reddrop,AdamMartin,HannahKim,andlima
Navarro,mostof whoparticipatedin the first
twogroupslastspring.Facultyandstaffadvi-
sorsare training facilitators this month.

Theshort-term goalofSustainedDialogue
Groups"is tocreatesafe communitiesinwhich
theseissues ofidentitycan bediscussed hon-
estly and openly," said Williams. The long-
term goal "is to create a community on
Davidson'scampus thatcelebrates individual
particularitiesandhumandiversity,"shesaid.

Whenaskedifanyof thegroupswillpresent
the outcomes of their discussions to the
Davidsoncommunity,-Williams replied thatit
is not expected that the groups will come to
anykindofconsensus orconclusion at theend"

of their discussions. The focus, she said, is
simply on "relationship building."

TheLillyPrograms was foundedin1998 at
Princeton University by Harold Saunders, a
PrincetonTrusteeandformerStateDepartment
employee,in order toease racial tensions on
thecampus.

Discussions will take place on Oct.2, 16,
30,andNov.13 inChambers.Firstandsecond
year students are invited to join. Those who
wish toparticipate mustnotifyNancyFairley
or JillWilliams thisThursday, September23.

saidGoldstein."Weneedtheendowment topay
bothpresentand future expenses."

Thelong-terminvestmentpolicyfocuses on
wiseinvestments andrelatively safe gains.The
only feasible way for Davidson to mount a
significant rise against its national peers is
throughdonations.

"Thewaywe'regoingtocatchupwithother
schools isnot just throughgoodmanagement
but through fundraisingandgettingpeople to
give to theschool,"said Goldstein.

The level of donation over past decades
largelycontrols thepresent sizeofanyschool's
endowment.

"Davidsondid nothaveabigheavydonor
baseback in theearlypartof thelast century,
soour endowment isnotasbigas alotofour
competitors," saidHudson.

Fundraising has become a higher priority
for the school recently.

"Upuntil thelast 25 years wedidn't work
veryhard atraisingmoney," saidVagt,

Fundraising has been central focus of the
currentadministration.Davidson's"LetLearn-
ing be Cherished" campaign, a five-year
fundraising program, is on pace to outdo its
target of$250 million.

Asseeninotherschools,alargeendowment
encouragesadditional growth.

Harvardfeaturesanendowmentofover$22
billion,the largestof any school.Thesize of
their endowment allows for bold investment
strategies,andHarvardnetted an impressive
21.1%returnin2004.Davidsonwillcontinue
toutilizeamoreconservativeinvestmentstrat-
egy,the smaller endowment doesnothamper
thecollege.USNewshasrankedDavidsonin
the top 10for twoconsecutive years. .

"We have fewer endowment funds to
spend," saidGoldstein. "It forcesus to work
harder.Wehave tobemoreeffectiveandeffi-
cient toprovidea top-leveleducation."

Evenif themarket does notdrive it,Kama
anticipates futuregrowth.

"While wedon'tknow whatmarket perfor-
mance willbe,"saidKania,"we doknow that
fundraisingeffort andthegenerosityofdonors
willhelpusincreasetheendowment infuture
years."
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ByCareyBaxter
Staff Writer

Newlyelected senators share
enthusiam for coming year

SustainedDialogues Groups
discuss ethnicity,religion .^

BeginninginOctober,membersoftheSus-
tained Dialogue Groupshope to break down
barriersofethnicandreligious intolerance on
theDavidson campus.

Professor of Anthropology Nancy Fairley
and JillWilliams,Assistant DirectorofLilly
Programs for the Theological Explorationof
Vocation,brought theprogram toDavidsonlast
spring in an effort to "create opennessand a
strongersenseofcommunity rather thanintol-
erance and social strife," according to Will-
iams.*

Itishopedthatstudents will be"challenged
to think intentionally abouthow their ethnic
andreligiousidentities affect theiractionsina
larger community," saidWilliams.

Firstand second year students in groupsof
as many as eight will discuss "personalreli-
gious and ethnic identities and therole these
identities play in shaping our lives and
worldviews,"saidWilliams.

Students will be given the opportunity to
explore their ownpersonal identities,hear the
experiencesofothers,anddiscuss controver-
sial topics.Williams andFairleyhope that this .
will enable such discussions to happennatu-
rally on theDavidson campus.

Two trained student facilitators will meet
with each of the four groupson Saturdays in
October andNovembertodiscuss identitysto-
ries andquestionssuchas "Whatresponsibil-
ity,ifany, does Davidson Collegehave toits
non-Christianstudents,faculty,andstaff?"and
"Does a pre-college orientation program for
ethnic minority studentsserve tocreateortear
down asenseofcampus community?"

Endowment,frompage1
PresidentVagt.Theendowment'smanagement
focusesondiversified,long-term investments.

Schoolofficials made clear that theydonot
plan torisk aggressive investment in order to
enlarge the endowment. Rather,they look to-
wards sound,consistent management.

"We don't have any plans to take any ex-
traordinary risksinorder togain-ground,"said
DirectorofInvestment andFinancialPlanning
Burton Hudson.

Davidson's endowment has a long history
ofsoundfinancial management.TheNational
AssociationofCollegeandBusinessOfficers
(NACBO) ranks the 10-year returns on
Davidson College's endowment in the 91s1

percentileamongcolleges.
School officials citeda diversebodyof in-

vestments as the source of the endowment's
steady growth.

"Davidson'sendowmentis very welldiver-
sifiedinmyopinion,"saidVice President for
BusinessandFinanceDr.KarenGoldstein."It
ismore diversifiedthan many endowmentsof
similar size."

Goldsteindescribes diverseassetallocation
asabufferagainstfluctuationsintheeconomy.

"Davidsonendowment featuresotherinvest-
ments that don't dependentirelyonthe mar-
ket," she said. "Inmanaging theendowment,
you wanttomaximizegains without toomuch
risk."

Minimizingrisk whilemaximizingearnings
servesas aprimary focusfortheBoardofTrust-
ees Finance and Budget Committee, which
controls decisions on the endowment. The
Boardiscomposedofalumnianddonors,many
with extensiveinvestment experience.

Thecommittee receives recommendations
fromHudson andGoldstein.

"We could take greater risks, but that
wouldn'tbeprudent," saidHudson.

The current investment strategy aims to
maintaintheendowment's annualcontribution
to the school's operatingbudget.

Goldstein described the endowment as an
"investment inperpetuity."

"WeexpectDavidsontolastforeverandneed
an investment strategy that will last forever,"

By Lydie White
Staff Writer

Thursday's SGAmeeting welcomed 12re-
centlyelected first-yearandindependentsena-
tors.

All officers shared enthusiasm and awill-
ingness to work.

"Iwant togiveback to thiscommunity that
alreadyIlove so much, and student govern-
ment isaveryeffective vehicle for doingso,"
saidFreshmenClassPresident SarahAllen

'
08.

"I've always been amazed at how much a
groupof students isable toaccomplish work-
ing together,and1wanted to be apart of that
here atDavidson,"saidAllen.

Allenacknowledgedreceivingpointersand
ideas from fellow classmates as to what
changes could be implemented for improve-
ment.

"Italkedtoafew peopleat theCROPlunch
about tryingto setupasystem where students
withlargemealplanslikeFreshmencould do-
nateall or at least someof themoney desig-
natedfor thatmealtoCROPinstead ofsimply
wastingit," she said.

Acommon threadamong the newlyelected
officers is the desire to actively seek positive
changeandprovidea voicefor the studentbody.

"Mygoalistobeastrongvoice for the fresh-
menamongst the upperclassmen and the ad-
ministration," saidAllen.

Freshman Senator Joshua Choi '08 saidhe
woulddoanything^'tocreatethe bestpossible

environment for the school."
"I want to takeinto account different sides

ofissuesandsubsequentlypursuewhat isbest
for themajorityofmy fellow students,"hesaid.

Because of the large numberofcandidates,
campaigning wasan integral partof theelec-
tion process.

"Iputupsomesigns,butonly so thatpeople
could connect my name with my face since
there are at least 10 Sarah's in the freshmen
class,"saidAllen.

"Icreatedposters,was interviewedby 1610
am radio station about the freshman election,
and introduced myself to the freshmen," said
Choi.

"Newpeople alwaysbringnew energyand
ideas to SGA,"saidSGA PresidentKatherine
Hubbard '05.

First-yearstudents interestedin running for
SGA must do soafter twoand a half weeks at
Davidson.

"Electionsarealwaysheldinthe firstmonth
ofschool so that the freshmen can bea partof
our goal-makingprocess andget involved as
early as possible," Hubbard.

Myhopeis thattheSGA committeeswillbe
productive and that all members ofSGA will
beinvolved." Specific goals for SGA willbe
formulated at the retreatin earlyOctober.

SGA alsoannounced itsplans toholdabon-
fire peprally in anticipationof this weekend's
Homecomingcelebrations.Theeventis sched-
uled for September23 at 8p.m. and will oc-
cupy the centerof Patterson Court.

SGA Election Results
IndependentSenators Sophomore Honor

AndyAgcoaili COUncHDemornoThomas -".%#%«" i%i

HunterMobley Travis Brown
PaulWyatt Hanley Smith
SamSpencer Chris AAcCain

WinstonKohler AlexLibson

Freshman Class Junior HonorCouncil
Drpcirlpnf JohnHenrypresident Emily Rodda

SarahAllen -
Chris Clunie

FreshmanSenators
AJ Hergenrbeder
ChrisCantanese
Evan Kreutzer I gm

Joshua Choi I
Darryl Ratcliff I nsfl

Senior Honor Council If fH^^HLJeff Kuykendall 3^^lTimCurlett W \ '9

.
Newlyelected SeniorHonor
Councilmember Jeff
Kuykendall andSophomore I
Honor Councilmembers I
HanleySmith, Alex LIbson,
andTraavlsBrown. H HiHi HHH H




