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Soccer losing streak hits six games

By KEvIN BIRNEY
Senior Staff Writer

Men'’s soccer had two more disappointing
games this past week, falling at College of
Charleston 1-3 and then 0-1 in 20T against
Furman. With the loss, the "Cats drop to 4-9-
0 overall and 0-4-0 in league play. The loss
es were also the fifth and sixth in a row for

. Davidson.

Charleston wasted little time getting on
the board, hitting the back of the net in the
12th minute. The rest of the half remained
quiet, putting the "Cats still within striking
distance at halftime, only down 1-0.

Charleston began to pull away in the sec-
ond half, however. The Cougars made the
score 2-0 at the 67-minute mark, and three
minutes later they padded their lead with a
direct kick that put them up 3-0. All three
scores were by the same player, Jeremy
Gold, and all were unassisted.

In the 73rd minute, Davidson was finally
able to get on the board on a goal from co-
captain David Sartorio 07, his first of the
year. Despite the effort, any hopes of a come-

NHL, from page 12
offensive depth will most likely provide the
strength they need to pull ahead early in the
season. Who knows? Maybe, come this
June, it'll be a repeat. :

Next you've got the young Atlanta
Thrashers. A team that missed the playoffs
by a mere two points a few months ago, the
Thrashers are maturing into a post-season.

worthy squad. If phenom goa.he Kari

Lehtonen can stny ‘healthy, there's no telling
what the team is capable of achieving:

The team, Iﬂsnylhuleast,manexplnswa
thushmgasmeﬁﬁhh:gbminmunng
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such a discrepancy between the offense and

defense, it’s shaping up to be another close
run for the playoffs.

How about the Nashville Predators? The
team is coming off their best season in their
franchise’s history and looks to repeat.
Jason Armott joins the squad after leaving
Daﬂuas:hummssecmdhnghmm
for the *05-'06. :

Playing in the NHL's poorest dwmon, the
Predators won't have to do much in order to
stand at the top. Their early exit in the post-
season is by no means an indication of how
they will perform. Goaltender Tomas
Vokoun, who could not participate in the
playoffs because of a freak blood-clotting
issue, appears Lo be at 100 percent.

Add in Paul Kariya, Steve Sullivan and a

back fell short, and the 'Cats left Patriot’s
Point with another tough loss.

Charleston outshot Davidson 14-4 and
committed half as many fouls, only earning

Robby Goldsberry '10 has started five
games, tallying 34 saves this season.

ings of a potential Cup-winning team.

And to round out the southeast quintet,
you've got the teams from Florida: the
Florida Panthers and the Tampa Bay
Lightening.

The Panthers underwent one key trade
this offseason, and it was a questionable
one. By acquiring the big, bad Todd
Bertuzzi in a trade that sent away their all-
star keeper Roberto Luongo, Florida took a
huge risk. The team does not have much
offense, and if goalies Ed Belfour and Alex

-_Auldfnﬂﬂlmgh,lhuesmmtohﬂp

fm-_'ﬁmpa Bay, no one says they can't

“win it all again. They've got Martin St

Louis who. scored 94 points two seasons
ago. They've got Vincent Lecavalier who
put 75 in the books last year and who works
on the same line as 80-point Vaclav Prospal.
And they've got Brad Richards who put up
91 points of his own.

The newly acquired Marc Denis is a

‘question mark in goal. Never before has he

played with a strong defense in front of him,
50 his skills are yet to be determined.

One, two, three, four, five. Five teams all
close enough for you to root for and stand
behind from day one,

So pick your favorite, follow them close-
ly, and then when final exams begin in May,
you'll hopefully have your team clawing to
survive in the Stanley Cup Playoffs.
Believe me — there’s no better excuse for a

eight to Davidson’s 16.

Robby Goldsberry "10, who started his
fourth game in a row, and Ben Ashton "08
split time in net to record a total of seven
saves.

Last night, Davidson fell in a heart-break-
er. After 104 scoreless minutes, a Furman
header earned the Furman Paladins the victo-
ry.

The Wildcats, despite the loss, played
Furman equally, registering 10 shots on goal
and receiving four corner kicks.

The overtime loss is Davidson's second of
the season

“The one thing we can take from this game
is that we showed a lot of heart,” said coach
Matt Spear. “Even though we didn't come
away with the win we fought hard and we
needed a boost. A victory would have been
an even bigger lift but atleast we pushed our-
selves.”

Next up for the 'Cats is a key SoCon
matchup against Wofford on the road, where
they will be looking to turn around the sea-
son during the final stretch before the SoCon
tournament in November.

VO“B}")&“., from page 13

made a terrific 7-0 run to claim the 24-17
lead. The woes of the Wildcats were
exacerbated by four attack errors as the
Spartans closed the game 30-25.

Needing a win to force a fifth game,
the Wildcats came out flat against the
Spartans.  falling behind  21-16.
Fortunately, the team found their rhythm
and responded with a 9-1 run to take a
25-22 lead. After the Spartans briefly
regained the lead, Cron hit a key ace to
take the lead for good. The Wildcats won
the game 30-26.

Unfortunately, a victory was not in the
cards for the Wildcats in hostile territory.
Despite tying the fifth game eight times,
the clinched the 15-11 win with a service
ace after Davidson opened the door with
two attack errors.

Williamson said *] feel, as I believe
memdou.thﬂwchnvcmemlentm

~ Next week the Wildcats play two
'SoCon rivals at home beginning with
‘Eﬁ:manonl'ndageat'rp*m.mdwm«d'

Cross country races to
finish in Pennsylvania

By Svuzie Eckr
Sports Editor

Davidson cross country hit the trails again
this weekend at the Lehigh Invitational in
Pennsylvania. Before the season began, a
coach’s poll projected the Wildcat women to
finish fourth in the Southern Conference, and
with their ninth-place finish this weekend,
they have not failed to disappoint. The men
also competed, facing up against 42 other

schools and finishing 24th among them.
After finishing first among the women in
the previous meet, Brenna Burns "08 paced
the 'Cats once more when she crossed the
finish line in 17th-place with a time of 21:21.
Again, Caroline Sanker "09 followed at her
heels as the second-place finisher for the
Davidson squad, a mere three seconds
behind her teammate. The two runners were
named to the Paul Short All-Invitation Team
for runners finishing in the top 25.
“Finishing ninth at a meet as competitive
as Lehigh is definitely an accomplishment,
and our team should be proud,” said Burmns.
“1 think we were all happy, but still not satis-
fied - we still have some things to work on.
We can improve our standing even more.”
Crossing the finish line in the top 100 were
Megal Atias "08 and Lucy Rogers '09, who
both placed in the top five for the 'Cats for
the second week in a row. Rounding out the

improved her average mile time by over 20
seconds from the meet before.

Despite their top-ten finish, however,
Davidson finished behind seventh-place
Appalachian State, their conference rivals.

Coming in at the 58th spot overall in the
race, Lance Harden "09 finished on top of the
Davidson roster with a time of 25:20. It was
enough to put Harden in the books as the
eighth fastest Wildcat 8K ever.

Sam Morris "08 finished behind Harden
27 seconds later to cross the line in 103rd
place, and Alex Varner '07 came next to take
the third Davidson spot with a time of 26:05.

Each year, the Paul Short features many of
the top cross country teams of the Northeast.

“1 think our team competed well, and we
improved upon our finish there last year,”
said Morris after the meet, “To finish in the
mix was a step in the right direction for us.
The beauty is that while we raced well there
is still plenty of room for improvement.”

The men’s team will hit the trails again at
the Blue Ridge Mountain Open at
Appalachian State on Oct. 13. The women
will also run a day later at the same location
at the Covered Bridge Invitational.

“IIt] will be a good tune-up before
Conference on the 28th,” said Burns. “We
are the defending champions and hope to
bring home another win. At Regionals next
month, our goal is to improve upon our tenth

youthful defense, and you've got the mak-  three-hour study break. five was Annie O’Donnell '08. who Place ranking and run with the best.”
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Football downed 51-20 before Homecoming crowd

Besu Jones '08 leads the team with 254 yards receiving.

By Aaron RosiNson
Staff Writer

For the second consecutive year, Davidson fell in its home-
coming game. A crowd of over 3,000 watched as the number
one mid-major team in America, the San Diego Toreros, took
down a feisty Wildcat squad, 51-20,

The game had an inauspicious beginning. as Davidson
fumbled the opening kickoff, and San Diego recovered the
ball on the "Cats™ 19-yard line. The Toreros capitalized quick-
ly for a 7-0 advantage just over two minutes into the contest.

The Wildcats were able 10 respond, however, on their next
possession. Putting the fumble out of their minds, Davidson
quickly showed that they could move the ball on the nation's
top mid-major team. On their initial play from scrimmage.
quarterback Ryan Alexander '08 found wide receiver Beaux
Jones "08 for a 43-yard bomb to the San Diego 37-yard line.
Following a Torero penalty and a nifty Alexander pass 1o
receiver Myles Potter 09, the "Cats were suddenly inside the
10-yard line. Two rushes later, Jonathon Hubbard "07 was in
the end zone for his second touchdown in as many games, A
Brad Smith "07 PAT leveled the game at 7-7.

The Toreros were able to score on their next two posses-
sions, thanks to some nice maneuvering by their quarterback,
who finished the day with 127 yards rushing and 310 yards
passing. Davidson had difficulty responding, as their first
two drives of the second quarter only amassed 16 combined
yards. After the "Cats had fallen behind 30-7, Davidson
enjoyed some of the same success they had had on their
opening drive. Alexander distributed the ball to three differ-
ent receivers on this drive alone: Jones, Brett Dioguardi 07,
and Ryan Hubbard "08. After driving from their own 14-yard
line, Alexander found Hubbard on a touchdown toss that

went from |8 yards out. After Matt McGreevy "08 ran in the
two-point conversion, the "Cats trailed 30-15. Davidson hit
the locker room with a sense of pride after having cut the
score in half. The Toreros were able to score again to open
the second half, but Davidson's special teams showed their
never quit mentality, blocking the PAT 1o keep the San Diego
lead at 21, Although the offense was unable to string togeth-
er any scoring drives in the third quarter, Davidson’s defense
never guit fighting. With San Diego’s munning back about to
waltz into the end zone. linebacker Niel Andrews '07
stripped the ball and it bounced out of the end zone for a
touchback and a Wildcat takeaway. Such plays continued to
demonstrate why Wildcat head coach Tripp Merritt
pleased with the effort” given by his Davidson team.

Though the game was out of reach following two more
Torero touchdowns, Davidson scored again less than five
minutes into the final period. The "Cats offense looked com-
manding as it drove back San Diego’s defense. Davidson
marched 77 yards in 9 plays. Chris Castillo "07 had a nice
rush for 14 yards, and following a Torero penalty, Alexander
connected with Jones again for a 36-yard aerial TD strike.
The two-point conversion failed, leaving the score at 43-21
San Diego was able to score again before time expired, leav-
ing the final score at 50-21.

Standout performances for the Wildcats included defen-
sive backs Matt Mikrut *08 and Tyler Lemons °10. Both had
double-digit tackles from the secondary, and each batted
down a pass. Cyrus Maddox '07 had a school record 72-yard
punt, eclipsing the mark set 41 years ago.

The loss drops Davidson to 1-3 overall, 0-1 in the confer-
ence. Conference foe Jacksonville will come calling Oct.7,
as the "Cats hope to notch their first conference win of the
season. The game is slated for | p.m.

“was

Women’s soccer falls 0-1, responds with 7-0 win

By Sast Diantany
Staff Writer

In SoCon play this past week, the Davidson women’s soc-
cer team suffered a tough 1-0 loss to Appalachian State on
Thursday before rebounding to a strong 7-0 victory against the
Citadel on Sunday.

The team's three game win streak ended against the
Appalachian State Mountaineers on Thursday.

Davidson goalkeeper Bevin English "08 was able to deflect
a hard shot up into the crossbar in the fifth minute of play in
what could have been the first goal of the game. English had
4 stops in the contest.

However, the Mountaineers netted the only goal of the
match in the 47th minute, Forward Casey Cleary scored her
fifth goal of the season off of a cross, finding the center of the
net.

Two weather delays interrupted play in the second half. In
the 56th minute, play was halted for 15 minutes due to hail.
Then, only seven minutes after the game resumed, the teams
returned to the locker rooms because of lightening. The sec-
ond delay lasted approximately 45 minutes, and the Wildcats
were unable to muster the momentum to score an equalizer in
the remaining time of play.

Both sides had strong defensive showings. The game ended
with only eight total shots-on-goal and a mere three comer
kicks between the two sides. The Mountaineers currently sit
atop the SoCon standings at 3-1-0. Meanwhile, the Wildcats
are in a three-way tie for fourth at 2-1-0 in conference.
Furman, Davidson’s upcoming opponent, is tied for second
with UNC Greensboro at 2-0-1.

On Sunday, the Wildcats struck early and often in a 7-0

blowout against conference opponent the Citadel. The team
attempted a staggering 32 shots to the Citadel’s two. Tracy
MecCausland "09 had two goals in the maich, her second and
third of the 2006 season. McCausland also added an assist for
a total of five points on the match,

Four players recorded their first goals of the season.
Blakely Low "10 broke through for her first career score in
the 12th minute of play. Heidi Wilbrandt '07 and Amanda
Traver "07 added first half goals in the 36th and 38th min-
utes, respectively.

First year players Suzanne Sitko "10 and Katharine Laco
'10 also scored. Davidson has never lost to the Citadel. and
improved to 6-0-0 in the all-time series with Sunday’s win.

“It was a good game to evaluate where we are, but we can't
get lax in anything we do,” said Wilbrandt after the victory.

Wilbrandt also emphasized that the team can not focus on
any recent successes.

“We have to look forward to the Furman game,” she said.

After two games on the road, the Widcats return home to
Alumni stadium for a key conference match-up against
Furman, Thursday at 7 p.m.

The strong Furman squad enters Thursday’s maich unde-
feated in conference at 2-0-1. The Paladins have recorded
shutouts in their last three matches against SoCon opponents
Chattanooga, Western Carolina and Elon. Wilbrant described
the Furman game as, “the biggest game of the season.”™

Overall, the young Wildcat team seems to be progressing.
Three freshmen players, Sitko, Low and Laco contributed
goals in the most recent victory.

“We are definitely a young team, but we mesh really well,”
added Wilbrandt. “The team plays an exciting form of soc-

cer.

Ali Rittenberg "09 controls the ball for the Wildcats.
The team struggled offensively against App St. but
came back strong against the Citadel this week.

Player of the Week

Bevin English ‘08
Women's Soccer
Hometown: Charleston, SC
Major: Biology
English was named as the TIAA-CREF Player of the Week and
Southern Conference Player of the Week when she led the

Volleyball pulls away in decisive fifth game

After the Elon Phoenix had fought back from being
down two games to none, Davidson pulled away in game

_PLAY OF THE WEEK |

five to secure the conference win, The fifth game was
tied at 11 until Jenna Dykstra ‘o7 landed a kill and served
two straight Wildcat points.

Wildcats to a 3-0 mark on the week of September 19-26.
English earned her fourth shutout of the season when
Davidson beat The Citadel 7-o0 on Sunday
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