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- Press Release

Larry J. Dagenhart of Charlotte
has been elected chairman of the David-
son College Board of Trustees.
Dagenhart, a 1953 graduate of David-
son, is a Senior Partner with Smith
Helms Mullis & Moore, where he has
practiced law (with its predecessors)
since 1958. He has served as a trustee
of the College since 1972.

Dagenhart, who was elected chair-
man at the October 1997 trustee meet-
ing, officially began his new duties on
Jan. 1, 1998, and conducted his first
meeting as Chairman when the trustees
met on the Davidson campus on Friday,
Feb. 13. Other new officers &lected at
the October 1997 meeting are Vice
Chair, Ben Barker; Dean Emeritus,
School of Dentistry, UNC Chapel Hill;
and Secretary, Dan S. LaFar, Jr., Presi-
dent of LaFar Industries, Gastonia,N.C.

Dagenbhartis anative Taylorsville,
N.C., whoattended New Hanover High
School in Wilmington, N.C., and then
came to Davidson as a Baker Scholar.
He graduated in 1953 as class valedic-
torian, amember of Phi Beta Kappa and
Omicron Delta Kappa. He also served
as vice president of Student Govern-
mentand a BattalionCO.ROTC. among
other honors. He went from Davidson
to New York University Law Schoolon
a prestigious Root Tilden Scholarship.
served two years in the U.S. Army, then

Larry Dagenhart elected to chair
Davidson College Board of Trustees

finished law school in 1958.

Since coming to Charlotte,
Dagenhart has been active in civic, chari-
table, and corporate service. He has
served as past chair or president of
Charlotte Chamber of Commerce,
United Way, Arts & Science Council,
Foundation for the Carolinas, Charlotte
Country Day School Trustees, and Char-
lotte City Club.

He is currently a director of Can-
non Medical Research Center, Ben
Craig Incubator Center (Chair), Char-
lotte World Affairs Council (Chair),
J.A. Jones, Southern Webbing, Inc.,
and N.C. Citizens for Business and In-
dustry. He is also a Trustee of UNC
Wilmington and a member of the Can-
didacy Committee, North Carolina
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

He has served alma mater for de-
cades in a number of outstanding lead-
ership capacities, including a year as
secretary of the Board of Trustees and
most recently as chairman of the Presi-
dential Search Committee that selected
Robert F. Vagt as 16th president of
Davidson College.

Dagenhart is married to the former
Sarah Petty of Selm, Ala., a graduate of
Agnes Scott College. They have three
children and three grandchildren. Two
of their children also graduated from
Davidson — Katheryne Dagenhart
Satterwhite "84 and Larry Dagenhan.
Jr. ‘91

Bringing the railroad back to the Davidson community

“Ride the Rail”’ campaign may reinstate the ‘Norfolk Southern rail corridor

By Lypia WiLson
Staff Writer

On Friday, Feb. 6, Davidson’s
formertrain depot was once again awak-
ened by a buzz of passenger activity.

The depot, along with three others
on the Norfolk Southern rail corridor,
was visited by an Amtrak Flexliner pas-
senger train as part of a promotion for
North Mecklenburg’s “Ride the Rail”
campaign. .

The campaign, which is sponsored
statewide by the North Carolina De-
partment of Transportation and Amtrak,
aims to reinstate the use of passenger
trains on many of North Carolina’s more
infrequently used rail lines.

The Norfolk-Southern/Highway
115 rail corridor is a prime target for
this program.

In order to excite citizens about
the prospect of commuter rail service to
Charlotte, the towns of Davidson, Hunt-
ersville, Cornelius, and Mooresville all
worked in conjunction with the North
Carolina Department of Transportation
and Amtrak to bring the train through
on a demonstration run.

Each town held festivities at the
site where the train made its stop. For
Davidson. that site was the old depot.
The area was encompassed by red,
white, and blue balloons, and portions
of Depot and Jackson streets were
blocked off so citizens could safely
await the train’s arrival.

The event was attended by ap-
proximately 300 people, roughly 90 of
whom were able to board the train and
“Ride the Rail” onan Amtrak Flexliner,
much like the ones that might service
the Davidson area in the future.

There is no official timetable as to
exactly when the train service could
begin. Over the nextsix toeight months,
local town officials will continue to
hammer out all the details to find out
when the service might actually start.

According to Tim Keane, David-
son Town Planner, the whole process of
actually bringing the trains in could
take anywhere from three to five years.
One of the major advantages to bring-
ing in this type of transit, according to
“Welcome to the Future,” an informa-
tional pamphlet put out by the local
sponsors of the campaign, is that no

new infrastructure would need to be
built to accommodate the trains.

The rail vehicle is capable of trav-
eling up to 120 miles per hour, though
the age and condition of ‘the Norfolk-
Southern line would probably permit
the trains to travel no more than 60
miles per hour. Due to these high speeds,
structural improvements on the exist-
ing rail lines would be necessary.

The speed at which the Flexliner
would travel would allow commuters
to travel faster than they legally could
along Highway 115. And, since a two-
carrail vehicle with one driver can
carry as many passengers as six buses
or 180 single-occupant cars, the service
would also cut down on pollution and
overcrowded roads.

The rail service would begin by
servicing a primarily commuter market

- with a larger number of departures and

returns in the morning and evening.

The number of runs made would
increase as ridership increased.

This type of rail service could have
many, long-reaching effects, according
to “Welcome to the Future.” One of the
most obvious effects would be a height-

ened accessibility tonew towns for com-
muters from other areas. This influx of
commuters wouldchannel growth along
the rail comdor, bringing more activity
andchange torelatively small and stable
towns such as Davidson.

Keane said the service “would
bring changes, but more positive
changes without building new roads or
intersections.” Over time, residents
should expectto see more businees- and
commuter-related services springing up
along the corridor, but what they won't
see is the bumper-to-bumper traffic that
comes with other transit improvements
such as highway expansions.

College Physical Plant Director
Robert Collins believes the program
would bring a great deal of advantages
to residents and students alike.

As well as providing transporta-
tion to Charlotte, train service could
provide students with a vital link to
other transportation services such as
bus stations or the airport.

Though none have been planned
out yet, Collins envisions a student-
friendly fee schedule. The rates would
be as reasonable as possible and some-

“The competition was fierce, and sometimes people got really angry over losing.”

BRITTON TAYLOR, COMMENTING ON THE TEAMS THAT PARTICIPATED IN THE RECENT COLLEGE BOWL.

thing like a frequent-rider card could
allow students to ride the rail without
having to carry cash for the fare. “The
service would blend very well with life
here in Davidson,” said Collins.

Plans are stillinthe works for most
of the details surrounding the possible
armival of Regional Rail service in David-
son. The most pressing goal for local
officials at the moment is to stir up
community support for “Ride the Rail.”
Anyone interested in showing their sup-
port can drop by Town Hall during
office hours to sign a petition.
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Vietnam remembered in the Gallery

University of Kentucky professor Dr. George Herring discusses “The War That Seems to Never Go Away”’

By MorGaNn DOWNER
Staff Writer

In spite of the entertainment of a
basketball game and the Winter Olym-
pics, nearly every seat in Chambers
Gallery was filled when Dr. George
Herring. a professor of history at the
University of Kentucky, spoke about
the’impact of the Vietnam War on the
United States. The audience mutely
echoed the theme of his discourse: The
War That Seems to Never Go Away.

In fact, he pointed out, Vietnam
has haunted our view of ourselves as a
nation, as well as tempered our foreign
policy initiatives.

In March 1991, Herring began.
with the military success of Desert
Storm, former President George Bush
triumphantly announced that “the ghost
of Vietnam had been laid to rest beneath
the sands of the Arabian desert.”

Large numbers of troops had
landed on foreign soil and achieved a
smashing victory. Signs proclaiming
*“*Iraq" is Arabic for *Vietnam’" had all
but disappeared. The Nation stood
united behind the war effort.

Yetjustdays before his proud proc-

lamation, Bush had refused to send the
armies on to Baghdad for total victory,
in part for fear of being entrapped in a
political and diplomatic quagmire.
Debates over possible U.S. interven-
tion in Haiti and Bosnia in 1993 and
*04, as well as a disastrous involvement
in Somalia in 1993, recalled the very
ghost that Bush claimed to have buried.

Even now, the nations of the world
shrink from the possibility of returning
to war with Iraq.

Americans clearly have not for-
gotten.

The question Herring addressed
was, Why the war is still here? Why it
is so pervasive and lasting? Why, after

20 years, does it still have so much-

influence on our nation?
First, Herring stated. Vietnam was
America’s longest war. The U.S.s

directinvolvement spanned a quarter of

a century, and the U.S. did not normal-
ize relations with Vietnam until 1995,
under President Bill Clinton. Techni-
cally, the Vietnam War was not dead
when Bush declared the disposal of its
ghost.

Also, fighting the war itself was
extremely difficult and peculiarly frus-

trating. The heat in the mountainous
jungle “couldkillaman. bake his brains,
ring the sweat from him until he died of
exhaustion,” a lieutenant had remem-
bered. Americans also had suffered due
to the language and cultural gap be-
tween themselves and the Vietnamese.
It was hard to tell friend from foe.

Perhaps the worst predicament for
the soldiers was the formless yet lethal
nature of guerrilla warfare. There were
no fixed objectives or clear battle lines.
One quarter of the casualties came from
mines and booby-traps.

The mood at home was unfortu-
nately equally frustrating, Herring con-
tinued. While protests of war were not
uncommon in the U.S., the country dur-
ing the war was also in the midst of
social upheaval, in which all of the old
values and institutions were being ques-
tioned and challenged. And in the face
of a growing opposition to Vietnam,
neither the Johnson nor Nixon Admin-
istrations could make a compelling ar-
gument that the war was just or neces-
sary in terms of national security. Wea-
riness of the war at home and abroad
then spurred a desire to get out of it, no
matter what the consequence.

Yet the end of the war proved both
traumatic and bitter. The U.S. did not
lose. It withdrew. In effect, the U.S.
quit. This was difficult to explain or
accept, and when South Vietnam then
rapidly collapsed. the question. What
was it all for? was asked. Whatdid they
atl die for?

Where was the ideal, the philoso-
phy?

This war, Herring asserted, caused
the nation to confront its beliefs about
the U.S. and the American character.

The idea of “American
exceptionalism” was founded on the
belief in “American benevolence” that
holds that the nation has acted kindly
and generously to other nations, never
using violence if pressed. Asthe myth
crumbled, Americans beganto perceive
and actively look for evil in America’s
past. Americans wanted to abandon all
myth, even though its purpose is in-
struction, not factual truth.

The idea of “American invincibil-
ity was also badly shaken. The U.S.
looked for excuses, for reasons why it
could not beat a “‘second-rate” country.
Americans even attempted to convince
themselves that they could have won if

they had really wanted to.

But whether people blamed the
antiwar media, the timid leadership, or
the restrictions imposed by Johnson
(who held back a full military effort in
favor of a strategy of pressuring the
enemy accept a divided the country),
the results were still there, unchange-
able.

The war will never end, Herring
concluded. until the memory of those
results have been erased by time, until
the generation that fought and opposed
Vietnam has passed on.

The men and women of that gen-
eration, as well as students, then began
to offer comments and ask questions.
One after the other raised a hand and
began with, “I am a Vietnam Veteran.”

Colonel Quincy Collins, an Air
Force pilot and a Prisoner of War for
seven years, spoke of the feelings of
honor and patriotism mixed with disil-
lusionment and the horror of war. 1
believed in what I was doing.” he said.
“and I clung to that belief for the sake of
my own:psyche. (I later) realized that
the Department of Defense and the gov-
ernment of the United States don't al-
ways tell the truth.”

Americorps encourages students to become more active

By CARRIE ARTHUR

community.”

to these beliefs.

the school year, each of which requires 300 hours
of service. Two hundred fifty hours will be spent
on direct service, while 50 will be spent on reflec-
tion and leadership training.

Abrams said that the programs is “designed
so students already doing the work can get more
money " because some of the students were having
trouble financing their educations. In fact. many
students, including Bonner scholars and -federal
work study students. are already completing a
majority of the required hours. Also, Pittard said
that there are already “people here with the same
attitude™ that the program seeks to create.

Despite the grant. the money is not the pri-
mary issue. Associate Dean of Community Ser-
'vice & International Student Programs Ruth Pittard
said that the students would be “doing it (the
service) for a love of what they're doing.”

A group of 20 participants, from the commu-
nity as well as the College, will serve as staff for
programs that cannot afford to hire additional
help. ‘

Instead of completing what "Abrams and
Pittard believe to be the important but peripheral
work that requires little long-term commitment,
the participants will work in the running of the
program and gain a more thorough understanding
of what occurs. The work will involve policy
making, volunteer training, research, connections
with national organizations, and needs assess-
ment. Abrams said that the participants will com-
plete ** a different genre of work.”

Staff Writer The year-and-a-half long program will begin
this summer and will continue until the end of the
next summer. During this time, a maximum of 20
participants will perform 900 hours of community
service for a grant of $2,362.50 from the federal
government.

The program will be broken up into three

phases. one during each summer and one during

No matter what the participants choose to do,
Abrams said that the work will be “focusing onthe
immediate community”™ and “building ties in
Davidson,”. not Cornelius. Huntersville. or the
surrounding areas. Pittard added that the program
is a “wonderful way to get to know community in
which you live ina way which is notopen toevery
student.”

Abrams and Pittard said that the program is
“open to anyone willing to do the work™ who
needs money for his or her education. Of the
maximum 20 participants, they hope to have ap-
proximately 15 Davidson students and five com-
munity members. The community members couid
be high school students or anyone who has educa-
tional expenses. Abrams wants to include com-
munity members because they are “looking for
diversity in the group.” The Davidson students
should be current freshmen. sophomores, or jun-
iors who are willing to remain after graduation.
Anyone who is interested should contact Abrams

"as soon as possible.

If the program is successful, Pittard said. “it
will presumably happen again.” The program’s
renewal does depend upon political circumstances
because the Corporation for National Service, the
parent organization of Americorp, is one of Presi-
dent Clinton’s programs.

Pittard and Abrams are optimistic about the
effect the program will have upon the community.
Abrams feels that the program “will encourage

Have you ever wondered what really hap-
pens in the Davidson community? Americorp and
the Bonner Foundation are offering an opportu-
nity to find out with the Americorp Leaders Pro-
gram, what Community Service Coordinator Bill
Abrams said will “get (students) in deeper into the

Davidson College Judicial Committee Summary
FaLL 1997

Code of Responsiblity Violation
Section IV: Misconduct Which Affects the Rights or Property of Others

# of Students Involved: 1
Incident Details: Vandalism
Sanctions: Counseling Center referral, 10 hours of service with M.A.D.D.

Code of Responsiblity Violation
Section HI: Social Responsiblity ,

# of Students Involved: 1
Incident Details: Inapproporiate actions toward a fellow student.
Sanctions: 25 hours service with M.A.D.D., Counseling Center referral.

Which

Section IV:, Miscouct the Ri r Property of Others

# of Students Involved: 2

Incident Details: Unauthorized use of a college.golf cart. Damage to golf cart. . Palxlticipants will choose from 20.-30 inte.rn- ties betw?er}‘thc student body at the college gthhe
Sanctions: Restitution, apology, Counseling Center referral, 15 hours of service with ships chosen by the College, but the internships  community” as well as “strengthen (existing)

will not be limited to these choices. Everything is
still in the planning phases, but Pittard and Abrams
plan to offer internships at organizations such as
the Davidson Housing Coalition, the Ada Jenkins
Center, and the Davidson Youth Activity Center.
Pittard said that they “encourage people to look at
your individual passions, spiritual base you oper-
ate from, what your views of yourself and your
own life are,” and to choose service work relating

MADLD. bonds.” Pittard hopes that “it will part of the
process and the solution™ of helping the commu-
nity heal after the Christmas Day shooting, al-
thoughitis “not the solution.” She feels that it will
increase the cooperation that already exists be-
tween the college and the community. As Abrams
said, the program “ties into the mission of the
College, to prepare students for meaningful lives
of leadership and service.”

Code of Responsiblity Violation - ‘
Section IV: Misconduct Which Affects the Rights or Property of Others

# of Students Involved: 2 :
Incident Details: Continuous harassing phone calls to another student.
Sanctions: Apology, 6 houts of service with college Telecommunication office.

HELP WANTED
Men/ Women earn $375 weekly process-

ing/assembling Medical 1.D. Cards at
home. Immediate openings, your local

EARN $750-$1500/WEEK HELP WANTED

Be a business success before you
graduate. Avon needs savvy sales

Igps.

Eco-Fact

Recycling a single aluminum can
saves enough energy to run a 100-
watt light bulb for 3.5 hours.

Raise all the money your student group
needs by sponsoring a VISA Fundraiser
on your campus. No investment & very
little time needed. There’s no obligation,

(Seurce: GDS, Inc.) |  so why not call for information today? area. Experience unnecessary, will train.
o ‘ Call Gloria (609) 871-0542 | Call Medicard (541) 386-5290
Just 9 Weeks untll Earth Day! | Cal 1-800-323-8454 Ext. 95 Ext. 118M |
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By NARESH NAGELLA
Senior Staff Writer

Knoxville, here they come!

The team from Eumenean Hall won
Davidson’s own College Bowl tournament on
Feb. 9.

A total of 32 teams challenged for the right
torepresent Davidsonin Knoxville, Tenn., where
the regional tournament will be held.

The format of the tournament was double
elimination, but the Eu Hall team did not even

victory. They beat the team from FIJI for the final
victory inamatch attended by some 40-50 people.

Junior Andrew Marvin, sophomores Adam
Soltys and Andrew Campbell, plus freshman
Mike Newnam comprise Eu’s team.

Newnam is anticipating the regional tour-
nament.

“The regional competition is just one step
before nationals,” he said.

Regarding how they decided to form the
team, Newnam says, “We are mainly a group of
friends and we have metat the Eu Hall meetings.™

He also says the four did not practice for the
matches.

Still, he felt the competition would be easily
pushed aside.

“We are very lucky to get where we are. The
otherteams gave uschallenging and close games.”
he said.

Senior Britton Taylor decided to start Col-
lege Bowl after he attended the ACY nationwide
conference and listened to aseminar called *Have
a College Bowl at your school.” He found out a
college bowl could easily be done at Davidson,

32 teams participate in
Davidson College Bowl

Eumenean Hall team to represent Davidson at regionals

have to experience one loss on their way to-

and decided on the day before the semester began
to hold one at Davidson.

He did not anticipate such a large response
from the student body, though.

I thought we might get 15-20 teams, but
there were a total of 32. We had to extend the
tournament brackets to a double elimination for-
mat,” he said.

When asked why he decided to do it, Taylor
answered, “My number one goal was just to have
students participate (in a college activity).”

Davidson won the national college bowl in
1979, defeating Harvard in the last round. There
has notbeen team sent for the last couple of years,
however.

Overall, it seems as if everything ran
smoothly.

“We did not have any big problems except
for a couple oi glitches, but that is expected. The
competition was fierce, and sometimes people
got really angry over losing,” Taylor said.

Senior Bryan Davenport, who attended many
of the College Bowl matches, said, ““Most of the
teams seemed like they would do well in the
regional tournament. We have a lot of smart
people on campus, and it was neat that everyone
could meet each other and compete in a healthily
competitive environment.”

The cost of the whole tournament was about
$300.

The Union and Student Government were
both able to find room in their budgets to cover
the cost.

Taylor found the whole experience very
rewarding. adding. “I hope a freshman or sopho-
more who was in the College Bowl this year
wants to do it next year.”

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1998

Haverford professor addresses

causes of the conflict in Bosnia

By LAURA CRAVER

Staff Writer

Last Tuesday afternoon, Feb. 10, Haverford
College Professor Michael Sells discussed the
background and current state of Serbian and
Croatian relations in Bosnia.

Sells, aprofessor of Religion and specialistin
Slavic Literature, used his extensive research to
convey the chronology of the Bosnian conflict to
an audience of approximately 30 students, staff,
and faculty members. )

Sells finds the Bosnian wars to be far more
than a simple civil war or a “feud of age-old
adversaries.” Rather, he argues that itis a system-
atic genocide perpetrated by those who believe it
to be a contemporary Christian Holy War.

In the minds of the most aggressive Serbian
leaders, the conflict dates back over 600 years to
the death of Serbian Prince Lazar at the hands of a
sultan. The collapse of ancient Yugoslavia fol-
lowed and the people suffered under the oppres-
sive rule of the Ottomans.

Sells draws on Balkan literature and unpub-
lished United Nations Reports, and present con-
tacts in the region to reveal the central role played
by religious mythology and age-old stereotypes.
Intellectuals and clergy created a “Christoslav™
nationalism that viewed converts to Islam as trai-
tors to the Slavic race and marked out their descen-
dants for destruction. Literature in the 19th cen-
tury portrayed Prince Lazar as a Christ figure.
complete with a Last Supper metaphor.

This view was revived in the Late 1980s and
was particularly powerful during the 600th Anni-
versary Passion Play cnmmemoratihg the death of
Prince Lazar. Following this emotional event.
Serbian nationalists rose to power and labeled the
Croatian population as “Christ-killers.”

Serbians also began to feel that their culture
was threatened by the rapid growth of Albania’s

population and others. As Serbian militia groups
ethnically “cleansed” Croatian villages, they quoted
19th Century literature that reinforced their ethno-
centric views.

Yugoslav President Sloboda Milosevic, the
self-proclaimed savior of Serbian nation, gained
international fame, while pictures of emaciated
concentration camp prisoners circulated around
the world.

Once America began torealize the horror that
existed in Bosnia, public opinion supported Ameri-
can action. However, both the Bush and Clinton
Administrations avoided active military interfer-
ence for fear of loss of American lives.

Economic sanctions and arms embargoes did
not produce the desired effects because the brunt
of the sanctions fell on the ordinary citizens and
the Muslims. Meanwhile, Croatian militants
began their own ethnic cleansing in Herzegovina
after seeing Serbian war criminals go relatively
unpunished.

However, a two-week bombing of Serbian
positions around Sarajevo led to the Dayton Peace
Accords in 1993. For many spectators of the
crisis, the Dayton Peace Accords are limited in
their effect due to their relatively weak enforce-
ment.

Sells, himself of Serbian-American descent,
believes that the United States have an obligation
to interfere. Furthermore, Sells strongly believes
that the Dayton Accord can work if the enforcers
take an active role.

The discussion ended with a question-and-
answer session. The questions focused on the
reactions of other European nations, the role of the
United States in the conflict, and the designation
of blame.

Sells has recently published “The Bridge
Betrayed,” a study of the religious basis and politi-
cal implications of the Bosnian conflict. Itis on
sale in the Union Bookstore.

In the Archives...

The lengthy process of integration at Davidson

By Broky Latanicn
Staff Writer

When the Davidson Board of
Trustees held their annual meeting in
February 1958, the members agreed to
“study the question of admitting black
applicants.”

A year later, the same board of
trustees declared that “'it was not in the
best interests of Davidson College to
integrate at (that) time.”

By 1960, the College’s stance had
once again changed. this time voting to
eliminate race and color as a qualifica-
tion for admission. Ironically enough.
however, this decision was legally
meaningless, since Davidson’s charter
had “never set race, nationality, creed,
or class as a condition for admission.”

It was this historic non-decision
that was eventually to provide for the
gradual integration of Davidson Col-
lege, a process which has been very
gradual indeed.

The Board’s decision to begincon-
" sidering black students as candidates
for admission came on the heels of an
inquiry led by the Board of World Mis-
sions of the Presbyterian Church.

President of the Board of Trustees
at that time Dr. J. McDowell Richards
admitted that the reversal of their anti-
integration stance was both inconsis-
tent and unprecedented, but that in re-
gard to this matter, the committee felt
obliged to back the Board of World

Misstons.

Therefore the advent of the 1961-
62 school year brought not only a new
integration policy. but two Congolese
students to test it. Davidson College.
like many Southern schools, was jump-
ing onthe integration bandwagon, which
had slowly but surely been making its
way across the states of the deep South.

Any minorities who had thereto-
fore been on campus had primarily
served as janitorial staff, not as aca-
demic peers. However, if the editorials
of The Davidsonian can be permitted to
serve as quasi-public opinion polls. then
it would seem that many students both
welcomed their admittance and la-
mented the fact that integration had
been so delayed.

Aside from these select comments,
however, there appears to be little else
written regarding their arrival and sub-
sequent experiences on campus.

Meanwhile, the tense race rela-
tions within the town of Davidson —
and ultimately the entire Charlotte area
— continued to be a source of anxiety
and concern for the student body.

In March 1964, for example, an
anonymous letter written by a member
of the Davidson community was sent to
a student who, along with six of his
friends, had dared to bring several Afri-
can-American women to a Sunday ser-
vice at Davidson College Presbyterian
Church.

The letter read. “Just a note to tell

you how much we enjoyed having your
son, Joe, in our church Sunday with his
negro date. We hope they will come
back to worship God the next time —
maybe after their date to demonstrate
on the streets of Charlotte March 2.
Hope he isn’t devoting too much time
from studies to women.”

The letter was addressed to the
father of the college's YMCA presi-
dent, whose son was planning to lead
Davidson's Civil Rights Group on a
march to Charlotte the following week.
It was clear fromthis letter that African-
Americans were not to be tolerated on
campus.

_ There were no African-American
students on campus until the fall term of
1964, perhaps because that would have
constituted a greater, more pressing
threat than the presence of foreign ex-
change students from the Congo. In
any case, the student body continued to
remain involved with the surrounding
black community, offering tutorial help
to the local schools, as well as by form-
ing awareness groups like the Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) and the
Civil Rights Group.

Finally, on May 1, 1964, The
Davidsonian's headlines announced in
enormous, boldface type that Negroes
were to enroll in the fall.

The Admissions Office had re-
vealed that three students’s applications
had been accepted for admission. but
only two of those three African-Ameri-

can students had decided to enroll.

All of the applicants were highly
qualified and well prepared to com-
pete academically with their white
peers. (Leslie Brown. one of the newly-
accepted was valedictorian of his class.
presidentof the Student Council, presi-
dent of the National Honor Society.
co-editor of the Yearbook and a mem-
ber of the Debate team.)

Then-president D.G. Martincom-
mented on the decision. stating that
“Davidson’s doors are opentoall quali-
fied students without regard to race.”
and that he “hope(d) there will not be
de facto segregation within the stu-
dent body against these young men
and that they will become full mem-
bers of the student body in every sense
of the word: intellectually. politically
and socially.”

The two African-American stu-
dents who arrived on campus that fall
received no attention from The David-
sonian. Perhaps it was because the
idea of their presence was more of an
issue than their physical presence.
Perhaps any problems the students
and faculty faced regarding integra-
tion were overlooked in favor of less
controversial topics.

Whatever the reason, these two
African-American students were
ground breakers: they boldly and ad-
mirably stepped forward to take those
first long overdue steps on the path
towards integration.

WOULD YOU RATHER PUT UP A WEB PAGE THAN LAY OUT A NEWS PAGE?
- Be the Davidsonian Web Page Manager. For more information call Randy (x6667).
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Expansion of sewers debated at town meeting

BY RoBERT TROTTMANN
Staff Writer

The Davidson Town Meeting this week, held
at Davidson Town Hall last Tuesday at 7:00 p.m..
was rather well-attended because a heated issue
was up for discussion, and the regular rules had
been altered to allow citizens unlimited speaking
time. ’

The issue up for debate was when to go
through with Project 32, asewer-ex pansion project.
The sewer system is to be expanded past Rocky
River Road to Gray Road. The questionis whether
to go ahead with expansion as scheduled or to
postpone it,

If the town chooses to go ahead as planned.
the added sewer will be completed in mid-2001.

There are several reasons Project 32 was
proposed. The plan will eliminate pump stations,
which are expensive, break down, and could harm
the environment.

The town is divided on the Project. but the
people in attendance at the meeting seemed to
want to go ahead with the project as soon as
possible.

The real meat of the debate was not over
sewage. or how to dispose of it. The true debate
hinged on one fact: a sewer system means neigh-
borhoods.

The extension of the sewage system would

clear the way for developers to build neighbor-
hoods (with the town’s consent).

These neighborhoods would go into what is
currently greenspace — land owned for weeks. or
decades. by Davidsonians.

Much of this land, however, is slated to be
sold.

Whether this land goes to developers or to
individuals hangs on whether it has sewage or
septic systems. Many people at the meeting didn’t
want to see this land — which will be sold regard-
less of when Project 32 is completed — turned into
neighborhoods. which means more traffic and
more suburbs.

Also, it was noted that just down the road, the
children of the town are attending school in trail-
ers. Money could be spent elsewhere now and on
sewage in underpopulated areas later.

Most people in attendance, however, took a
ditferent view. The land that will receive a sewage
system is going to be sold soon because those who
own it are ready to sell.

If the sewer is built soon. this land will be sold
for a much higher price than if the project is
postponed. The land will be sold to developers,
who are ready to buy if the land has a sewage
system. (It is possible to build a neighborhood

with its own sewage system, but the last attempt

was not approved by the town.)
There is also a question of infrastructure. If

Time management class
teaches stress-relievers

Staton stresses scheduling, organization

By Douacras Cuting
Sports Editor

Davidson can be a demanding place. Be-
tween academic work, athletics, socializing, and
additional jobs, there is little breathing room.
Without question. time-management skills are in
demand on this campus. Dr. David Staton in the
Student Health Center can help anyone acquire
these skills.

Staton has conducted a small-group time-
management class for the past three weeks.

Although he would have enjoyed more atten-
dance. Staton was pleased with the course. He is
more than willing to do more classes if students
show interest, but Staton understands that many
people would rather meet one-on-one.

“Time management is not a piece of knowl-
edge. 1t's a skill.” noted Staton.  “Dividing the
course up into three sessions provided some con-

cepts for developing these skills.”

The firsttime-management session dealt with
scheduling. ’

“Some of us aveid scheduling because we
want to be spontaneous. We think that organiza-
tion will limit the spontaneity. ['ve fourd that
Students who make schedules for themselves dis-
cover just the opposite.”

According to Staton. some simple organizing
during the day or specific study hours can elimi-
nate “stewing™ and procrastinating, and can actu-
ally work against any rigidity.

Staton also had his groups journalize their
progress. which was found to be extremely help-
ful. “This format provides group support and
visible progress.” Staton added.

Call the Student Health Center to take advan-
tage of the professional staff and their accessibil-
ity. Dr. Staton is extremely flexible and can set up
more group or private meetings.

neighborhoods are built (as opposed to breaking
the land into small pieces), the taxes reaped will be
greater.

~Also, the only way for the town of Davidson
to receive state and federal monies to improve
roads, schools, and sidewalks is if more people are
affected. Neighborhoods could indirectly bring
the funds necessary to fix roads, add to schools,

PEACE

and create sidewalks.

Regardless, the sewer system will be im-
proved and will extend down Rocky River Road.
The land out there will be sold soon.

Whether that land becomes neighborhoods
with their benefits and costs, or small homes on
tracts of land with their benefits and costs, isup to
the Town Board, and will be decided today.

CORPS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
AT DAVIDSON COLLEGE

GENERAL INFORMATION SESSION

The Homeroom
College Union
7 p.m.-9 p.m.

1-800-424-8580 (press 1) or www.peacecorps.gov

1 Free Session
With Valid Student 1.D.

- (GOLDEN AGE TANNING SPA

GRAND OPENING THiIS FRIDAY! STUDENT DISCOUNTS A VAILABLE

(704) 895-2337

| 38 Bulb, 3 high pressure facial tanning beds

LocATED NEXT TO DAVINO’S IN SADDLER SQUARE
NORTH CAROLINA LICENSED AND CERTIFIED OPERATOR

|2 PRIVATE, SPACIOUS TANNING ROOMS
IN-BootH INTERCOMS

VARIOUS TANNING PACKAGES
EXCLUSIVE TANNING ACCESORIES
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It’s all about balance

When I became Co-Editor in Chief at the beginning of this semester, I promised myself that I would
never write the dreaded Kruse editorial: no time, no respect, etc. Not that I don’t think Mike has a valid
point; he does. But one can only play Chumbawumba for so long before it becomes repetitive and
irritating, and yet another editorial complaining about how little time students who are engaged in
extracurricular activities have just seems. well, stupid. You go to Davidson, so you know that most
people here have a lot to do — too much to do, even (some call this “overcommitted™).

So I'm just not gonna go there. What I will say is that lately, I have seen very few people for
extended periods of time. In fact. [ think I spend more time with Randy than my roommate. Some of
my friends are buried in the library; others are at play practice. or PCC meetings. or tutoring, or any
number of other endeavors.

Is this bad? Of course not. Davidson students seem to take almost as much pride in their activities
as their studies. But did anyone notice that it was nearly shorts-weather last Saturday? Moreover, did
anyone enjoy that perfect Saturday weather? Does anyone else see spring approaching with Schnellzug
quickness? It seems as if the semester — life, even — is flying by, but [ barely notice; I'm too involved
trying tokeep up with everything else tol can “'get somewhere.” Somewhere: for me, journalism school;
for others, law school, business school, med school...

In pursuit of the future, I'm missing the present. And the sad thing is, I can’t see things changing
anytime soon. Where will I go from here? Graduate school, I hope, and from there to some dream job
I've wanted since I was in kindergarten. Always, there will be the need to accomplish, to do, to fill my
time with sruff, '

But at what cost? Will I look up from my computer screen one day and suddenly realize that my
life is half over? When I look back on my accomplishments then, will they seem nearly as important
as they do now?

I'mnot saying that what we do here is aimless, or worse, meaningless; [ understand that this is what
we have chosen to do. I just need to remember what it's like to have a free day — or even a free hour
— when I'm not working or procrastinating.

It’s all about balance. What we — or at least / — need to do is restore equilibrium. Work, play,
“do good.” Sit and stare at the walls; remember what it's like to think without constraints. Slow down.

Because. as it’s been said, “What matters in life is the journey, not the destination.”

Sarah £, Ofdm

Reminisce much?

- I'have received numerous comments concerning my previous editorial. For those who have yet to
read the piece, | can summarize the article in two words: khaki pants. I have been able to file the the
comments | received into three different categories based loosely on their underlying theme: 1) “I
understand how you live, my khaki comrade; my life is like yours; my wardrobe is complete,” 2) “Why
didn’t you talk about something relevant to my life, like the Iragi conflict or the Commons’ chicken
parmigiano?”, 3) “Hey, Randy, what color is this?" All | have to say, to respond to each individual
category, is the following: “I like khaki pants, and when I'm stuck for an editorial at two o’clock in the
morning, | write about what I like.”

And now onto more pertinent editorial comments.

Whenever my train of thought seems to miss the station, I often find myself pondering the standard
unanswerable philosophical questions of our world. This week, when my train of thought derailed
somewhere near Kalamazoo, Mich., I found myself thinking about all aspects of time: the past, the present,
and the future. -

Now, a number of you will say that thinking about the past is a waste of time, worrying about the
present only makes it become the past sooner, and planning for the future is a futile attempt at averting fate.
I can only respond with that fact that you're right.

While analyzing my past, I found myself remembering good times with the Transformers, M.A.S K.,
the Shirt Tales, and the Blue Falcon. My friends agreed with me, and for over 45 minutes we found
ourselves discussing the cartoons of yesteryear and their significance in our lives. Some of us talked about
the toys we owned, while others became extremely animated and demonstrated how Turbo Teen, upon
being doused with water (which a friend accomplished by pouring the clear beverage upon himself),
changed from his human state into a firey red convertible. Allinall, it was another memorable experience
of my life that, fortunately, has now become part of my past.

The present is a little harder to look at, primarily because it is only around for a brief moment in time.
So, I'll try to make this quick. During a time of profundity, I have come up with the following recap of
the present: Only you can affect the present; however, you won't notice that you actually did something
until it already has been incorporated into your past.

Finally, what do I have to say about the future? Well, I guess I should express to you my position on
fate. Until recently, I always believed that if you thought something was meant to be, it would happen on
its own — no matter what. However, isn’t it true that if you really want something to happen, anyway,
you’ll do whatever you can to make it happen? Think about that. You've got time.

Py B35

& LETTERS TO THE EDITORS ¢

Davidson grads to speak on Feb. 24

To the Davidson Community:

I wantto urge everyone to save an hour on Tues., Feb. 24, at 7:30 p.m. to hear “One Black Woman's
Journey.” Mary Leazer Rogers ‘92 will speak in the College Union’s Morrison Room about her
childhood, her struggles here at Davidson as an African American student, her initial academic
difficulties and her eventual achievements. A graduate of UNC Law School and married to Mike Rogers
‘92.. Mary is now an Assistant District Attorney in Charlotte. Previous talks Mary has given here have
been most inspirational. She is funny, blunt, wise. and wonderful. 1 hope you will come hear her— you
will not be disappointed. This is a great way to celebrate Black History Month at Davidson.

Sally McMillen
Department of History

The Davidsonian
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Practical jokes cause pain, grief
To the Editors:

I have recently played a role in a very serious matter, which I feel it is my duty to warn others in
our community about. On the surface, it appears to be merely a practical joke gone wrong. When one
digs deeper. however, one quickly realizes that it is much more than simply a joke when it involves the
emotions of another person.

The incident to which i am referring is an incident in which I personally sent a mass e-mail to
another person repeating the same derogatory message. In hindsight. I can easily see how stupid this
was and how easily I could have hurt the feelings of the recipient of these e-mails. I stress the word
hindsight because I feel it is at the base of the issue which concerns me. Many times people act without
considering at all of the possibilities of their actions, and my prank was no exception. 1did not stop to
think before | acted. [ never considered that the person [ was playing this joke on could possibly take
it seriously and be very much hurt by it.

Unfortunately. the person did get hurt badly by what I said, and I am truly sorry. [ never set out
to hurt anyone, but I did. .

Don't put yourself in the position to seriously hurt someone else just for a laugh; it isn’t worth it.
I know I can never make up for what 1 did, but if someone is spared emotional turmoil because of this
letter, then it is at least a step in the right direction.

And as a final note, to the person I put through all of this unnecessary grief, who shall remain
nameless. I truly am sorry for what happened.

Thank you for taking the time to consider what I have said.

. -

Matt Williams ‘00

Drawing a crowd
To the Editors:

We are writing to hopefully gain support for an idea we have been discussing recently. We believe
our suggestion will 1} increase student support for the Davidson football team: 2) increase school spirit
which is eternally a victim of complaints; and 3) provide a promising weekend social function which
would not be located on the court.

Throughout the Southeast, many schools — some much smaller than ours, have tremendous
turnouts for their football games.

These turnouts are not due to an overabundance of football fans, but rather to the stressing of a
football game as a social event. Subtle compromises allow these small private schools to successfully
appeal to the desires of student spectators as well as local ticket buyers.

Allowing fraternities, eating houses, and any other community organizations to set up tents either
in front of Johnson Gym, on the track below the score board, or on the road running adjacent to Jackson
Court and Richardson Field could enable more participation in the weekly games. These tents could
serve refreshments, finger foods. and isolated alcoholic beverages. These tents and their service could
draw a wide range of students to watch the game or socialize.

If these tents were inside of the stadium, ticket sales would increase as well as fan support. Placed
out of the stadium spectators’ view, these tents would not disrupt the enjoyment of the game. And, if
isolated well. alcoholic beverages could be served to students with proper IDs. Without sacrificing local
support, this method could increase both student and alumni ticket sales.

Many other schools, for example Hampden-Sydney College in Farmville, Va., have adopted and
embraced this practice. which has quickly grown into tradition.

Though our idea is premature ard undeveloped. we feel that with a little organization and a lot of
support, a positive change could be made for all parties involved. If anyone is interested or would like
to help please contact us at §96-6386.

Sincerely,
David A. Parker ‘01
McNair Evans, Jr. ‘01






